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NARRATIVE, 



CHAPTER I. 

Battle ofZeipsic. — Unal Retreat of Napokon and 
his Army upon Erfurt. 

O N the 8th of October Napoleon went by way of 
Oschatz to Wurzen, and^ on the 9th, to Ellen- 
bourg. Since the passage of the Elbe, the ca- 
valry under the orders of General Latour Mau- 
bourg, had taken the direction of Leipsic, jointly 
with the army of the King of Naples, by making 
several zigzag marches. Having arrived in the 
neighbourhood of Duben, it took a share in the 
engagement with Prince Blucher ; afterwards re- 
tired towards Eilenbourg, where the 7th corps 
darmie was posted, commanded by General 
Regnier. This, together with all the French 
corps, which acted in concert with him, was 
obliged, after the battle of Dennewitz, to with* 
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2 CAMPAIGN IN SAXONY, 

draw behind the Elbe; and, in the sequel, jpts 
far as the Mulde, where it wpv|ld have been im- 
possible for it much longer to make head against 
Blucher. 

Napoleon endeavoured to re-animate the cou- 
rage of his troops by an harangue. He told them, 
" that he was aware how many reverses the 7th 
corps darmie had experienced ; that he was come 
to repair those misfortunes, by putting himself s^t 
their head, in order to repulse the enemy beyond 
the Elbe ; that the project of the Prussians was 
to seize on Sj^xpi^y, but that he vv^ou}^ stiH pro- 
tect it in cojifioert wi^b the King, hij^ f^lithfql ?jlly j 
th^t every f>ne ^€^s at liberty tq quit the service, 
;^Uq W9|S no Ippger inclined tp further his c^upg, 
^^jid that the p^perior oflapers should express hi^ 
g^entimeats to all who were at too great a dis^tanc^ 
to he^^r h^m, ^c. ^c." 

-This; discourse was without e^eqt. It ^^s 
lo^g^r than^ tjbose Mfhich the ipqldiers had be^j^ 
^p^uston^ed to hegur on like occasions;; he prp- 
x^Pi^fta^^ it ^n a ^r^\^ling ^nanner, correcting ^^r^, 
^^ by repetitions. He was no Ipnger recog^ 
|ii35jgd in this tone ; ^^ it was perceived the coq- 
f traUit of a^, unfo^ton.^te situation, to wbji^h li^ 
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was a straoger, and which obliged him to lavish 
vain words. To add to his misfortune^ his ora^ 
tion was translated^ by the grand equerry, Cmx* 
tincourt, into worse Crerman than ordinary, to 
all the generals and officers of that nation, drawn 
up in front of their respective regiments. The 
^ Saxon troops, who knew the sad situation of theit 
corps, and the calamilies .which bore upon their 
country, were now but little disponed to fight 
with energy for the interests of Napoleon. Their 
ill will had already begun to appear in the most 
decided mdnner; the prerogatives which the 
Fren^ daily arrogated to themselves, on every 
match) supplied new fuel for genei'dl indig- 
natioa. The atrictest disciptine * \md hitherto 
kept thi» body united to the French ; but so mafiy 
circuxnstajMses^ which did violence to their sel^f-love, 
and the seducing prospect of contributing to deilivOT 
Germany from the French yoke, determined 
tfaem,. nine days later, to quit the ranks of th^ 
French army, during the battle of Leipsic, and 
U^ jcfm the AUsed Powers. 

The French troops of the 71ii corps were bIoo 
solemnly harangued ; pr(miotioi» wdie made in it, 
and decorations distributed. Such aUurettmits 

B 9 



4 CAMPAIGN IN SAXONY, 

were still able to make an impreMioQ on the 
French, too susceptible of vain glory; it was, 
besides, indifferent to them, if they perished on 
the banks of. the Niemen or the Rhine. But 
neither promises nor praises could efface in 
the breasts of those Germans, capable of pity, 
the image of the sufferings which they had had, 
for two years past, every where in their view, 
and which affected those whom the ties of na.ture 
rendered dearest to them. Diiscontent was. de- 
picted on the countenance of many. The unfor- 
tunate situation of affairs was: better known, to 
the army than at head-quarters, where the pre- 
judice, which still continued to magnify the idea 
of Napoleon's ability, fettered the understand- 
ings of the greater part of those who sur- 
rounded him, or contributed to retain them in 
their error. 

We. have remarked, that military and theatrical 
scenes, of the kind we have just mentioned, were 
always the forerunners of some enterprise; also, 
that when during the march Napoleon shrunk 
himself up in a comer of his carriage, one might 
be certain. that some abortive attempt had ex- 
icited his ill humour. The first mentioned prognos- 
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tic wasrealized on the 2d, dth, and 10th of October. 
He hoped to have surprised Field-Marshal Blucher» 
and to have struck some important blow in his 
quarter; but at the approach of the grand army, 
the latter retired an the right bank of the Saale, 
towards Zerbig. The news of this movement 
might reach Napoleon whilst he was yet at Eilen- 
bourg. He caused all his cavalry to defile before 
faim» the cuirassiers of which were reduced at least 
one-half: full of vexation andjll-humour, he shut 
himself up in his carriage, and went to Duben. 
Those three days, namely, (from the 11th to the 
14th, in the morning,) during which he remained 
at the little castle, surrounded by water, were^ 
perhaps, the most tiresome he had passed for 
some campaigns. There was no military, no 
geographical. object to aflbrd him the smalleiat oc- 
cupation ; and those about him were in the greatest 
embarrassment, not knowing what to do to tran- 
quillize him *• 

On the 10th, several corps d'armie bad already 
advanced towards the Elbe in various directions, 

* I myself saw the Eniperor at this period, when he was wait- 
ing for news from the Elbe, totally disengaged, seated on a 
sofa in his room, near a large table ; before him lay a sheet of 
white paper, ou which he wa^ scrawling large letters ; his geo* 
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•^d pwticu&rly towards. Witteaberg and Dessaii. 
Mdrabal Ney, who took po^sessioix of the lart 
meqtioaed lown> accordmg to the French accoimti 
mad© ©ighty^ve Cowacka prisonera there ; it 
waa add^d that the remainder bad been driven into 
the Mulde. Another corps darm^ had passed 
the Elbe near Wittenberg, and had made demon'* 
atrations on the right bank. Napoleon testified 
some 8orprise> on learning that the army of the 
Prince Royal of Sweden had put itself in motion 
beyond the Mulde^ below Dessau, from Radegast, 
fbwarda Achen upon the Elbe; he conceived that 
ittie object of this m^arch was to cover Berlin, An 
attaok on that side, which was defenceless, doubt* 
less would have spread terror and confusion for the 
moment in Berlin, but could not, however, have 
prodiiced ahy result for the preservation of the 
French army. Napokon woGukL have removed 
too far from the army of the Kii^ of Naples^ 
which kept retiring upon Leipsie, and have 
l^t it at the discretion of the principal army 
of the Allies. There was as mneh difliieuky to 

grapher, d'Aiu^; and another fellow-labourer, remained in a 
corner of the apartmer** equally unoccupied with himself, wait- 
ing for his orders. Such moZ^^***® ^^^ ^^ deserye tg bie re- 
marked, on account of then- rare oa^^^^^* 
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retteh Hiimbitrg from BetMti^ unlei^ those considef- 
atte gamsond bad been withdratvn wbieh occupied 
the plUd^d bbi^d^ing updn the Elbe, the comttfimi- 
catioli with these y^A^ centinuall^ cut off by as^arm 
ctf the enemy's troops. But NSpoleon eouM not, as 
we have temaitked, beai^tfae idea: of abandoning the 
Elbe ; that wotiM be hie paint d^appui when he had 
gaitied a battle. No ether resource renamed for 
Km than td keep his fotces always cdncefttfated 
under his own and the King of Naples' orders, 
and to risk some decisive blows. During these 
diree dajrs he had driven the enemy from the 
ground situated belweeli the Mulde said thte 
Elbe, fri^m Torgair,- beyond Dessau, and had 
pushed some light troops fi)rward on the right 
bank of the Elbe, who might probably create mwie 
uneasiness, with respect to Berlin. In the sequel 
of these operations all tbe troops marched inces- 
santly thtough the little town of Duben, which had^ 
already suffered inxich in the preceding engage^ 
ments that it had witnessed. This swarm of 
itoldiers e^shausted that miserable eovttdty to tlie' 
last extremity. Every thing appeared to be di- 
rected toiwards Leipsic, but no certain eonfse-^ 
quence could be inferred froift these pefpett»r 
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marches smd countermarches. The grand day 
was approaching, when the new political existence, 
of Europe was about to be decided on the plains 
of Leipsic. Napoleon thought he was nearly, 
secure on the northern and eastern sides. The 
army of King Joachim had retired through Roch- 
litz, approaching Leipsic, and was briskly harass- 
ed on the 14th of October, the anniversary of the 
battle of Jena. Napoleon set out early in the 
morning from Duben ; he had sent the rest of liis 
cavalry in advance, and came about noon to Leip- 
sic, where he had resolved to establish his head* 
quarters, either in a suburb, or at Pfafendorff, 
which is close to the city, on the Duben road. In 
the mean time, the light troops of the enemy were 
making incursions in the neighbourhood of Leipsic, 
and the reports which Buonaparte received proba- 
bly contributed to make him change his plan. He 
made the circuit of the city, without entering it, and 
repaired to the road which leads from the suburb: 
of Grimma to Wurzen and Dresden, at that moment 
when the smoke of the cannonade was descried 
from Liebertwolkwitz, which indicated the sad 
situation of King Joachim ; the latter had been 
vigorously attacked near Magdeborn, beyond 
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Liebertwolkwitz. The King df Naples, as well as 
many of the French, convinced of the weakness of 
the cavalry, which became continually 'more per- 
ceptible, confided in six regiments of the old 
troops of that arm, whose valour was approved, 
and which had just arrived from Spain, under the 
command of Marshal Augereaii. The King, with 
his ordinary boldness, put himself at their head, 
and wished to overthrow the brave Russian and 
Prussian combined cavalry. Indeed, accompanied 
by a small escort, he exposed his own person in 
su<^ a manner, that an enemy^s squadron, recog- 
nising him by his splendid dress and the party 
which attended him, gave him chase. An officer 
at the head of the squadron, e^erly pursued the 
Eang, who, at the moment that his escort faced 
about, found himself in the rear, accompanied by 
a single horseman. In the enticing hope of making 
him prisoner, the officer, who was pursuing him 
with the greatest celerity, several times called 
out, " Stop, King ! stop !'' At that moment 
Jiis crown was in danger. The officer had al* 
rea:dy received a cut from the dragoon, and as 
he would not desist from his purpose the latter 
thrust his sabre through his body. He fell 
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dead^^aiid th6 ne^itt day his hotse was mounted by 
the faithfol seiVant above-mentioned, from whose 
own mouth Ihave thi8relation,Whidhhasdl8obee& 
t(>nfirmed to me by other petsdns. Thel King 
niade him bis equerty on the spot, and promised 
faila a pension from the ^ity of Naples ; Napoleon 
^ve him the decoration of the Legidn of Honour^^ 
The personal deyollon of the King was as use- 
less as the experience of the veteran regiments 
from Srpam* In this terrible affair they were sd 
dispersed and cut to pieces by the superiority o£ 
Uie Russian andPrussian cavalry^ that with them 
perished the new hope of Napoleon ; theit exist*, 
eoce was not even observed, so 6don wete th^y 
destroyed t* 

• By comparison of several circumstances, the distance of the 
place where a; dead Prite^iatf cavalry offtceV ^v^s found, arid the*" 
persoAal descriptioii I received of him*, the brave y6urig manr 
who pursued the King was a lieutenant^of the name of DeLeppe^ 
belonging to the 1st regiment of Neumark dragoons, if the 
M6tmaA(m I (Msixiked be correct. Be»ide« this Iti&cfteifailf , IMfajIdif 
de Waldow, Captain de Waldow, and Lieuteaant B. Richtofen, 
of the same regiment, perished in this affair. 

f In drder to hat'e a general idea of wliat passed in th^ nie*- 
HKMra^le days which followed, I recommend to tike induljgenC 
readers of my Narrative the neat little map of the environs of. 
Leipsic, for which we aite indebted to Major Aster, formerly in 
tie Saxonr serviioe. Its title is, The Circh of Leipsk^ wUh the 
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While these affairs were passing near Liebert^ 
wolkwitz and Waohau, Napoleon had i»topped ia 
the open country, to the left of the great road 
leading from Eilenbourg said Wurzen. 

FVom the thunder of the artillery, and the reports 
which reached him, he made arrangements, as well 
as be could, for the grand catastrophe whicb was 
about to take place at Leipsic, the centre of eon* 
tinental commerce. His breakfast was brought, 
and while he was dreaming of new schemes upoa 
the map, the King of Saxony arriyed with his 
wife and daaghter,^fbUowed by some carriages. 
the King mouMed his borse, Napoleon went od 
foot to the queen's carriage, and perhaps said 
something to remove her fears concerning the 
noise of the cannon, which was heard close at 
hand. Such an assurance could but increase her 
afeirm, since it proceeded from Hie mouth of a nmn 
against whom all the world were waging hostili-. 
ties, in &e bosons of a country so pacific. 

The royal family entered the city, and Napo^ 

1 1 , , , , - , , - - 1 — ■ — -- ■ ..-.■■-■■ ^ .. —■ ' .- — ..- - •-» 

BaUiffwicks qf Sketiditz and Lutzen, published in 1813, by the 
assignees of Schreiber. This map, founded upon exact data, witR 
the exception of a few trifling particulars, is excellent for a ge- 
neral view. 
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leon remained in the open field*, until the cessa- 
tion of the cannonade announced the end of that 
day's engagement, which was but the prelude of 
the granddecisive battle. 

His quarters had been prepared in the summer- 
house of Mr. Vetter, at the village of Reudnit^ 
which is on the road above-mentioned, and close 
to the city. Here all those who composed the 
imperial household were huddled together, seve- 
ral of the neighbouring houses being half pillaged. 

On the 1 5th of October, early in the morning, 
the King of Naples arrived at the £mperor'i» 
quarters, and gave him an account of the affidr 
which had taken place on the preceding day. 
Towards noon both mounted their horses, and 
proceeded to liebertwolkwitz, on the road to 
Lausigt and Rochlitz. On the right of that village, 
leaving Leipsic, is an inconsiderable eminence, 
but rather remarkable, compared with the sur- 
rounding country ; this eminence forms an angle 
nearly of four degrees, and extends itself, in a 
ridge of moderate elevation, almost without inter* 
ruption, within a short distance of the bed of the 

* Not, as many wicked wags have reported, nesg- the gallows, 
but on the other side of the road. 
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river Pleiss, at Delitz. This hill commands the 
neighbourhood within shot of heavy artillery. On 
the left side of LiebertwolkwitZi a much more 
considerable and steeper hill rises, insulated, and 
generally called the Swedish Redoubt. Napo« 
leon repaired to the first of these two heights. 
From that point he gave the necessary orders for 
the battle of the following day, after having passed 
several hours at the watch-fire, conversing with 
Berthier, the King of Naples, and other marshals. 
It appears that the reports which had been re- 
ceived were not sufficient to ascertain if the grand 
army of the Allies had really beaten the King of 
Naples. From that post a flag of truce was sent to 
the enemies' advanced posts, announcing that the 
Prince of Neufchatel wished to speak to the Prince 
of Schwartzenberg. The flag of truce was not 
received ; he is said to have returned with this 
laconic answer, " that the Prince of Schwartzen- 
" berg was not there, and it was then no time for 
" negotiation.** 

The troops were in sight of each other ; the 
advanced posts were only a musket-shot distant ; 
nevertheless, the great masses of the allied army 
were not discernible.; One of the enemy's generals 
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wa^ observing the position of the French army, from 
the small eminence extending towards Gossa; all 
was tranquil, no attai^k took place on either side. 

In the afternoon Napoleon mounted his horse» 
and repaired to the quarters of Prince Ponjatow- 
sky, who commanded his own corps iarmit^ with 
the dght wipg, which rested on Do&litz and Mark- 
leeherg. Napoleon caused all the points on the 
Pleiss, where bridges might be established, to be 
pointed out to him, with every pecuUarity of that 
marshy ground, interspersed with meadows and 
bushes. Afterwards he repaired to the line, in 
the directiQU of Lieberwolkwitz. The corps of 
Marshals Victor and Augereau were in the centre 
under the immediate orders of the King of Naples. 
The corps of General Lamrist<iai was posted near 
Ij^bertwolkwitT^ forming a hook, in the direction 
(sA Zttckelhausen, and resting on the village of 
liehertwolkwitz. 

Here a military solemnity took place. Three 
regiments received at the same time new es^lesy 
with the ceremony which ha& ^ready beeui^eiat- 
ed*. Berthier,C3.ulincourt, and oneo£the marshals, 
stood godfathers to these children devoted to the 

• S«^ Vol. I. page 186. 
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eliower of baUs they were to receive on the foU 
lawmgday. Every thingporteB^edabattle. Napo- 
leon returned through Zuckelhauaen and Zweia^ 
amidorf, to Reudnitz;, where the other curing of his 
army extcmded. The corps of Marshals Ney, Mar<* 
moot, and Generdtl Kegnier, those of Masshals Mae^ 
donald and QudixK)t» tiis., the 3d, 6th, 7th» 1 1th, and 
iSth, had net yet oome up. I do not know if the 
1 2th oorp^ commanded by Marshal Oudinot, Duke 
^f 9^9gi^» ^<>ok a share in the battle of Leipsioi 
BosidestbosQofwhich wehavespoken, the2doorps, 
pommanded by Marshal Victor; the 4th^ under 
the aiders of Qeneral Bertrand, which was after- 
wards employed vn cavering the retreat; the Sth^ 
eonunanded by General Launstqn; the 8tb, by 
Prince PpniatoMfsky^ fought on the foHowing 
days. As wett af I can remember^ the 9th, lOtb^ 
tnd 13th» had not baen renewed dnraa^ the eam*^ 
fiajgn. Th^ lst> commanded primarily by Van^ 
^a«u»et ^d afterwards by Count Lobau, as well as 
the 14th» under the orders, of Marshal Goavion Stw 
Cyr, remained behind for tbe defence of Dresde&r 
It excited much surprise, that Napoleon should 
have ccmcentratad hia forces in so disadvan- 
tageous a position, and that he should have ac^ 
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cepted a decisive battle on the eastern side of the 
plains of Leipsic^ having in his rear the city and 
marshy grounds, divided by numerous canals, 
over which there were but few bridges. In case 
of a reverse he plunged himself in the midst of a 
thousand difficulties, there bemg several roads 
for entering the city, and but one for leaving it. 
But let it be considered, that the choice of the 
field of battle was no longer his, and that the 
skill of the Allies had forced him to take up that 
position. If he had placed himself beyond the 
Parthe, the Elster, the Pleiss, and the Luppe, 
be would have found himself in the midst of im- 
mense plains, where the enemy's cavalry might 
annoy his army, by surrounding it. In this case 
he must have abandoned Leipsic, a city on which 
lie set so much value, especially since it had be- 
come the asylum of the Sovereign. It is well 
known that his obstinacy would not allow him 
to yield an inch of ground without being forced ; 
and, in this case, he would have been obliged to 
abandon the whole province, and retreat behind 
the Saale. 

It is true, that he might have secured his re- 
treat, by establishing bridges, and taking all the 



IN THE YEAR 1813. 17 

precautionary measures to which he had been 
accustomed during this war; but it may be sup- 
posed that he deceived himself, that he thought 
till the last " every thing to be possible f that 
his retreat would be more easy in passing through 
a city, watered by so many rivers, and that he 
would be very secure in it, by means of his in- 
fantry. I cannot, indeed, be persuaded, that 
Napoleon would have accepted a battle on the 
eastern side of Leipsic, had he been apprized of 
the armies which threatened the rear of his posi- 
tion. On the night of the 15th of October, he was 
not aware if the enemy would advance from' the 
side of Mersebourg, or what were his numbers ; 
neither did he know whether there were consider- 
able masses on that side, or only light troops. He 
was in the greatest embarrassment. At the same 
time he was not informed of the march of the armies 
commanded by General Benningsen until it was 
too late to form any other plan. Finally, the fol- 
lowing particulars will be sufficient to shew, that 
Napoleon would not have fought on the 18th of 
October, if the choice had been in his power. 

On the 1 6th of October, early in the morning, 
he repaired to the position which he had visited 

VOL. II. c 
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on the preceding day. The King of Naples 
received him on the same heights near Liebert- 
wolkwitz. Napoleon, having alighted, observed 
for some moments with the little opera-glass which 
he always had with him, the manner in which the 
enemy's columns drawn up for the attack were 
formed, and towards which the King of Naples had 
excited his attention. The horses were brought. 
Napoleon with his suite slowly withdrew from 
the hill, and at that instant (nine o'clock by my 
watch) three guns, fired at regular intervals, an- 
nounced on the side of the Allies the beginning of 
the battle. The balls flew over the Emperor's 
suite, and occasioned the regiments of cuirassiers 
in the rear and the imperial guard some loss. A 
cannonade of unexampled fury was heard on both 
sides all along the line, and continued for five hours 
without intermission, in such a manner th&t the 
earth literally shook. The veteran French 
soldiers afiirmed that they never had witnessed 
60 concentrated a fire. From the beginning of 
the action the Russians and Austrians attacked 
with courage and ardour, under the orders of 
Klenau, Kleist and Prince Eugene de Wurtem- 
berg ; they took possession of Liebertwolkwit^, 
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Wachau, and Markkleeberg, and made the whole 
French line draw back. * Napoleon found him- 
self obliged to retire a little with his guard*, and 
several soldiers who were near him fell victims 
to the dreadful shower of bullets. The greatest 
coolness and tranquillity reigned as far as his 
influence could extend. A little ground bad been 
lost ; Marshal Victor's corps d'armee had been 
obliged to yield to the attacks of Klenau, and to 
abandon to the latter for the moment Liebert- 
wolkwitz. But the Duke of Tarentum, Macdo- 
nald> advanced at the same time, coming from 
Holzhausen, and marched directly towards 
the Swedish redoubt,^ one of the principal 
points of the position. Napoleon directed, 
through the medium of his adjutants, the fire 
of the artillery placed on the heights of Liebert- 
wolkwitz, and these villages were re-taken. 

The artillery thundered in the centre, and the 
fire of musketry was continually kept up on the 
two wings. Two French columns advanced from 
Wachau, towards Gossa and Croebem, but they 
met with such resistance that they were obliged 
to retire. About three o'clock Macdonald advanc- 

* Near the sheep-walk of Meusdorf. 

C 2 
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ed from the extremity of the left wing, to the 
place whence, according to the order of battle on 
the preceding day, near Zuckelhausen, in form of 
a liook, the enemy's position had been observed. 
This general caused the Swedish redoubt to be 
carried at the point of the bayonet. This was 
doubtless, a decided advantage. Napoleon ap- 
peared serene and contented ; he had already in- 
formed the King of Saxony, " that the battle had 
" begun, at the. moment when the enemy was 
" about to debouch ; that we^ had made 2,000 
'' prisoners; that the cannonade was continued 
** because appearances were favourable." When 
the redoubt was in his power, he again sent 
to the King, to inform him '' that all was going 
*\ on well ; that we had taken some villages and 
" heights." A short time after he added, " Let 
** the bells in the city and its environs be rung, in 
" order to acquaint the whole army with our 
" success." 

Napoleon was still in rear of the centre, near 
Meusdorf. At that moment, he caused fifty pieces 
of cannon, belonging to the reserve artillery of 
the young guard, to advance towards the first 
line, on the right of Liebertwolkwitz, where the 
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King of Naples commanded. This artillery, which, 
according to the affirmation of the French, had 
struck the decisive blow in all the preceding 
battles, once more shook the ground ; the enemy's 
return to this fire appeared to become weaker and 
weaker. Then Napoleon repaired to that com- 
manding point, whence he perceived the enemy's 
lines drawn up in the best order and immoveable 
composure. The right wing of the enemy rested 
on the wood of the university, and the left on the 
causeway of Borna, behind Wachau. The French 
lines extended, on that side, from liebertwolkwitz 
to Markkleeberg. On a sudden a furious attack 
commenced on the last-mentioned village, upon 
the right flank. It was so warm, and was]carried on 
in the inidst of such dreadful cries, that Napoleon 
was struck with it, and again retired some hun- 
dred paces, to the place where the old guard was 
posted, which was obliged to make a manoeuvre, in 
order to form large squares, their front turned 
towards Markkleeberg. Prince Poniatowsky sus- 
tained the attack with firmness; NapoleoA r^sum* 
ed his tranquillity ; he was informed of the cap- 
ture of many Austrian prisoners of the Somariva 
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regiment of body guards, which had been sur- 
rounded in that affair. 

In the mean time, the struggle still continued 
round the , village of Markkleeberg ; the attacks 
on that side were perpetually renewed. It became 
necessary to send considerable reinforcements 
thither, in order to retain possession of the village. 
At night-fall, after a most tremendous fire of nine 
hours, the extreme left of the French army rested, 
as it had done some hours before, on the Swedish 
redoubt, the centre on the height near Wachau, 
and the right wing at Markkleeberg. The posi- 
tion of the Allies was almost parallel to that of 
the French, except that the centre of the former, 
placed in front of Guldengossa, seemed rather to 
form a saliant angle. The King of Naples passed 
the night at Wachau ; Napoleon established his 
bivouac in a dried up fish-pfond, near the old tile 
manufactory, at a short distance from the road 
leading to Rochlitz ; as usual, his five tents were 
pitched on that spot, and the guard encamped 
round him. Before he had chosen this situation. 
General Meerfeld, who had just been made pri- 
soner, was brought before him. Napoleon con- 
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versed with him for some time in the most affable 
manner. In the night, this same general was 
called by the Emperor, who despatched him on a 
mission to the Austrian head-quarters, whence he 
returned on the following morning. Napoleon 
passed a very uneasy night. Nansouty and other 
generals were called while he was in bed. The 
artillery continued to fire from time to time, till 
an advanced period of the night, upon the right 
wing ; and it was uncertain if other attacks had 
not taken place in the neighbourhood of Markklee- 
berg. All were waiting in the greatest anxiety, 
which was still augmented by the want of news 
from the side of Leipsic. Eutritzsch, and Schcen- 
feld, where Marshal Marmont's corps was, had 
already been assailed, and a renewal of the attack 
was eicpected on the following day. Some infor- 
mation had been received concerning the army of 
the Crown Prince of Sweden ; nevertheless, in spite 
of such unfavourable prospects. Napoleon could not 
resolve to quit the field of battle in the engage- 
ment of the 17 th of October. He looked upon 
the battle of the 16th as gained ; and, indeed, the 
French might call themselves victorious on Mar- 
shal Macdonald's side; if, in order to be so, it was 
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sufficient to have advanced a wing of the army 
for the space x)f half a league^ and to have pur- 
chased the advantage of maintaining their first 
position by a loss of artillery and men, equal to 
that of the enemy, and probably greater. But he 
had caused his pretended triumph to be celebrated 
by the ringing of bells, and all possible demon- 
strations of joy> Greater results appeared, there-, 
fore, justly to be expected, in spite of the insur- 
mountable obstacles which he encountered in his 
, position, and the peculiarities of the country ; for, 
by advancing only a few leagues, he would have 
drawn swarmsof enemies upon his rear. If, on the 
day subsequent to the battle, he had abandoned 
the scene of his imaginary victory, every one would 
have said he was beaten. To advance was not 
less difficult. Ammunition began to fail, and the 
troops experienced a dearth of provisions, which, 
with the exception of a few potatoes, became 
every day scarcer in the country occupied by the 
enemy. By advancing. Napoleon would have 
exposed Leipsic, which might have been taken and 
spoiled. 

On Sunday, therefore, the 17th of October, he 
obstinately determined not to quit his position. 
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lest he should appear to be conquered. It was 
sufficient that he remained master of the field of 
battle during a whole day, to justify a retreat in 
the eyes of his nation and army ; that retreat might 
be attributed, in the sequel, to some plausible 
motive. All the dispositions and preparations at 
head-quarters, indicated the Emperor's intentions 
to retreat *, 

The King of Naples waited on him early in the 
morning, remained with him for a long time, 
and assured him, pos^bly by way of consolation, 
perhaps at the same time with truth, that the 
enemy had sustained immense loss. They were 
both very serious and pensive ; they walked for 
half an hour along the dykes. Napoleon appeared 

constantly much absorbed ; he again shut himself 

I ■ — ^ . ■ . I -II 1 1 ■ ■ ■ i» 

* If Napoleon entertained no other intention than to unite his 
forces, in order to parry the blow with which he was threatened, 
by the increase of the enemy's force, I do not think that the na- 
ture of the ground sufficiently favoured his views and efforts to 
secure, in the first place, the road through Weissenfels, which 
endeavour, at least, shewed that he feared he should be forced to 
^ retreat. It may be thought that Napoleon, by concentrating his 
forces, might, by dispositions emanating immediately from him, 
have manoeuvred with greater facility, broken the enemy's centre, 
Sfc. Sfc, At the same time, it must not be forgotten, that the 
failure of ammunition in a battle, which lasted several days, 
might have become fatal. 
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up in his tent; the King appeared on horseback 
before his troops ; towards the evening melancholy 
was seen depicted on all countenances at head- 
quarters. It was said that an unfavourable con- 
struction could not possibly be put on the retreat 
of the army, the bad weather and many other 
vexatious circumstances, opposing evident ob- 
stacles to the operations. The rain was pouring 
down upon the wretches who were encamped ; a 
gloomy silence reigned around the bivouac of the 
Emperor ; the grand equerry inquired the time 
when the moon would rise, in order to recommend 
the dispositions for the remainder of the night. 
The other persons about Buonaparte were visibly 
in consternation. An equerry of the King of 
Naples was sent to re-establish the head-quarters 
of that prince at Zuckelhausen^ where they had 
been two days before. 

All these circumstances indicated a departure, 
which actually took place on the 18th of October, 
at two o^clock in the morning. The chasseur du 
portefeuille was called, and in the space of ten mi- 
nutes set off. What was styled the inferior house- 
hold had set out for Stcetteritz since eleven o'clock. 
Napoleon got into his carriage, and calmly, but 
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with a serious countenance, quitted his bivouac. It 
was of importance to observe the point of junction 
of the two roads of Rochlitz and Grimma ; he 
Stopped his carriage for an instant, but the dark- 
ness of the night prevented him from seeing 
around him. The road swarmed with troops and 
artillery on the retreat. Napoleon could hardly 
proceed. About two hundred empty chariots, 
which could not be brought off, were burnt by the 
road-side; the small quantity of ammunition which 
was left in some blew up ; at a distance the cause 
of the explosion was unknown, consequently, they 
could not imagine what had happened. Napo- 
leon caine to Reudnitz, where he alighted iat Mar- 
shal Ney's quarters, at the same house which he 
himself had formerly, occupied. The marshal and 
his suite were in a profound sleep. The Emperor 
remained at Reudnitz till about five o^clock, made 
the circuit of the town, and went to Lindenau, 
where General Bertrand was stationed. He ex- 
amined the bridge and the neighbourhood, where 
two days before the corps 6f that general had been 
attacked. Napoleon ordered Bertrand to repair to 
Weissenfels, and rfetumed across the suburbs to 
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Stoetteritz, by the same road, sometimes on horse- 
back and sometimes in his carriage ; it was nearly 
eight o'clock, the guard had arrived in the neigh- 
bourhood. Napoleon breakfasted in a farm-house, 
but the roaring of the cannon, heard on all sides, 
which became continually louder and louder, put 
all the officers, at head-quarters, in motion. The 
heavy artillery thundered incessantly in the di- 
rection of Markkleeberg> Doelitz, and Liebert- 
wolkwitz. The Swedish redoubt had been aban- 
doned by the French on the preceding night, and 
the King of Naples had posted himself in front of 
Probstheyde, with the corps of Victor and Au- 
gereau. At the beginning of the action he sent 
a message to Napoleon for a reinforcement, which 
became necessary, to resist the superior force 
which was advancing against him ; the Allies en- 
deavoured, at the same time, to force the passage 
over the Pleiss, near Doelitz, Loesnig, and Con- 
newitz. Napoleon repaired thither on horseback, 
and stopped near the snuff manufactory; there 
the grand and decisive engagement began, that 
was to tear from his brow the laurel crown of 
conquest, with which Fortune had invested it. 
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He found himself by the side of a half-ruined 
wind-will, a neighbouring object which afforded 
but a melancholy omen. 

Then the battle became general, the Allies ad- 
vancing with still increasing courage; huge 
masses of troops penetrated on all sides, a;nd of 
all the roads to Leipsic, that which leads to Weis- 
senfels alone was open ; since eleven o'clock the 
troops had been fighting in the neighbourhood of 
Sallerhausen, on the Dresden road. The most 
violent attacks had been directed from Zwei- 
Naundorf, Zuckelhausen, and Liebertwolkwitz, 
against Stoetteritz and Probstheyde; the Aus- 
trians, and afterwards the Russians, advanced 
from Wachau and Doelitz, with fresh forces, and 
fresh pieces of artillery ; the road to Pegau and 
the woods of Rosenthal were covered with the 
enemy's light troops ; and the army of the Prince 
Royal of Sweden advanced from Radefeld and 
Britenfeld, towards the Eilenburg road, where 
Ney and Regnier were posted. On that side of the 
army where the Emperor was, Macdonald and 
Lauriston had the command of the left wing, 
near Probstheyde ; Victor and Augereau were in 
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the centre, Prince Poniatowsky* commanded the 
right wing, near Doelitz; the old guard and a 
part of the young were employed as a reinforce- 
ment, these brave men were picked out for the 
purpose of manoeuvring. One of the suburbs of 
Leipsic was in flames, shells were flying into the 
city, even as far as the square, and into the very 
house occupied by the King. The villages of Schoen- 
feld, Stetteritz, DelitZ; aud Liebertwolkwitz, were 
on firfe. The fog and smoke would hardly allow the 
neighbouring objects to be seen, but at length the 
mist dispersed, and the day became clear and 
fine. Although marches and privations had over- 
whelmed the French with hunger and fatigue ; 
although they were in rags, they still fought with, 
perseverance; and particularly on that part of the 
field where Napoleon was cut off on all sides, 
they had principally to struggle against the supe- 
riority of a tremendous artillery ; some thousands 
pf deserters filled the city, but no open flight was 
seen. , Prince Poniatowsky had the njiost diffi- 
q]dt point to defend, but he fully justified, by his 

* This general, able as he was brave, had been appointed a 
m^[8liBl of France, by Napoleon, on the 16th of October. 
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boundless courage, the high confidence which the 
Emperor had reposed in him. His little corps of 
infantry, reduced to 5,000, and, ;at last, to 2,700 
men, performed prodigies of valour. In the ac- 
tions near Leipsic, fifteen officers of his staff were 
either killed or wounded. This courage was the 
more remarkable in the Poles, because they could 
no longer suppose that Napoleon would become 
the restorer of their nation. 

At the beginning of the battle the Emperor had 
stopped, during an hour, on the right wing ; he 
after wards went tow^ards Probsthey de and the fore- 
most lines, to jydge with his own eyes of the state 
of things, and to re-animate the courage of the 
troops* He made his appearance at the momept 
when the Allies were advancing with an imposing 
farce, and debouching from Zuckelfaausen and 
Hobshausen, were taking possession of.apartof 
Probstheyde. The kd horses, the wounded, and 
every useless appendage, retired in a body. Na- 
poleon pushed on with the greatest celerity, to- 
wards the most advanced ranks, filled up the va- 
cancies with the reserve of his old guard, and /re- 
turned to his windmill, where he r^naineditibe 
grealier part of the day. The brave King of 
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Naples, the support and shield of Buonaparte, 
held firm against all attacks ; as often as the vil- 
lage of Probstheyde, the centre of this sangui- 
nary struggle, was carried by the enemy, so often 
that Prince caused it to be re-captured by main 
force. On the 16th, all the points of the posi- 
tion had been favourable to the French ; but, on 
the 17th, the Allies occupied several eminences, 
which, although of moderate height, commanded 
the field of battle. From these heights a concen- 
trated fire might be opened on the French army. 
There the enemy's artillery produced the most 
terrible effects. On that spot alone, where Na- 
poleon was, in a short time more than a dozen 
guns were disabled, and some thousands of 
wounded sent into the city. After six or seven 
hours of a most dreadful fire, the French began 
to perceive that their ammunition-failed. Buond- 
parte, perhaps, for the first time since he had 
made war, ordered that it should be spared. 

An adjutant of General Regnier had informed 
the Emperor, even before noon, that a part of the 
Saxon artillery and cavalry had passed over to the 
enemy; about three o'clock he was apprized that 
the in£smtry had also quitted the French ranks. 
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•But these occurrences were kept very secrfet, and 
those who were nearest to Napoleon alone were 
informed of them. He ordered his horse to be 
immediately brought to him ; no one knew what 
he was meditating. The attacks against Probs- 
theyde were still continued. Then Napoleon di- 
rected himself towards the left, across the fields, 
in order to reach Reudnitz, and the neighbour- 
hood of Strassenhaus on the road to Wurzen. 
There he found Ney and Regnier, whose dumb 
«hew, signs, and gesticulations, pointed out that 
the enemy's lines were on the plain, between 
Paunsdorf and Schoenfeld, and shewed him too 
plainly, that fortune was betraying all their ex- 
ertions. 

Napoleon did not stop long in that place, but 
returned to the central point, the presiervation of 
which was so necessary to him. A detachment 
of the old guard came, by forced marches, to 
meet him, in order to fill up the vacancy which the 
defection of the Saxons had occasioned. General 
Nansouty, in the mean time, protected, with ;a 
part of the cavalry belonging to the guard, the 
weak side towards Moelkau and Strinz, on which 
a strong line of the enemy's cavalry had ad- 

VOL. II. D 
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vanced. Up to that moment Napoleon had ex- 
hibited the greatest composure, always equal 
to himself. During the battle he remained 
nearly as usual, cool, reflecting, and collected. 
Eren this reverse occasioned no change in his 
deportment, although some symptoms of discou- 
ragement had been observed in his countenance. 
He went towards the King of Naples, whom the 
most violent attacks had not been able to repulse; 
they conversed for some time in private; and, 
after having, by the advice of that Prince, sent a 
reinforcement of artillery towards Dcesen, he 
caused a bivouac fire to be lighted, near the wind- 
mill The day closed, but the cannonade was 
continued to an advanced period of the night. 
The right wing, near Connewitz and Doelitz, had 
preserved nearly the same positions since the 
morning, but much ground had been lost between 
Stetteritz and Sehoenfeld. I do not stay to relate 
the battle given by Field-marshal Blucher to 
Marmont, in the neighbourhood of Moeckern, i» 
that may be considered as independent of the 
grand engagement. The number of French com- 
batants may be rated at 160 or 170,000 men, that 
of their opponents doubtless more than doubled this 
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estimate; sothathalf amilUonof men, or even more, 
assisted at this scene of carnage. What a battle ! 
The rast extent of the ground on which it was 
fought does not allow us to calculate, with pre- 
cision, the losses of that day. At least, it would 
be necessary to have recourse to the most au^ 
thentic sources to form a calculation of them. But 
the loss of the French must have been immeMe» 
were it only on account of the disadvantage of the 
ground, and the violence of the attacks. Among 
the distinguished officers who were killed, or died 
shortly after in consequence of their wounds, I 
have been informed, were Geinerals Delmas, 
Daubry, Frederic, and Rochambeau. There 
were a great number wounded. 

Napoleon, preparing ibr the retreat, had ordered 
the whole of the baggage to set out for the city in 
the morning : this produced a terrible confusion ; 
almost every gate was blocked up, for all entered 
by four ways at once, and there was but one place 
of egress, to which the whole flocked. 

There were no bridges on either side of the 
city; consequently, the Elster could neither be 
passed higher up nor lower down ; the confusion 
was still further augmented, by the continual 
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influx of carriages, wounded, fugitives, and 
troops. 

It was night ; the muttering thunder of the ar- 
tillery ceased, some reports of musketry alone 
were heard. The earth and heavens were gra- 
dually lighted up by the fires, which appeared to 
issue from the bowels of the earth. Napoleon 
had already communicated to Prince Berthier his 
intention of retreating, who delivered the order 
to some adjutants, with his usual brevity, by the 
side of a watch-fire. Around him reigned a deep 
silence. Sorbier and Dulauloy, generals of artil- 
lery, affirmed, that the battle might have been re- 
newed, if 30 or 40,000 fresh troops, and some hun- 
dreds of ammunition waggons, could have been 
brought up ; but the French had neither the one nor 
the other *. A bench was brought to the Emperor, 
on which he threw himself, oppressed with sleep, 
and exhausted by the efforts of the preceding 
day. His hands were placed, folded negligently, 
upon his breast. At that moment, he appeared 
merely like any other man, borne down by the 

* It is reported, that during the battle, 200,000 cannon-shot 
were fired by the French ; a fresh proof how many shots missii 
their effect * 
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weight of misfortune. The generals preserved a 
mournful silence ; and, at some distance, the re- 
port of cannon, and the noise of retreating troops, 
might be heard. At the end of a quarter of an 
hour Napoleon awoke, and threw an astonished 
look on the circle which surrounded him, as if he 
would have said — *' Do I really wake, or is this 
but a dream?" However, he immediately reco- 
vered himself, and directed, at the same moment, 
an officer to repair to the King of Saxony, to 
acquaint him with what was passing, and that lie 
could not pay him a visit on that day. During 
the whole day. Napoleon had nothing satisfactory 
to inform the King ; he was, therefore, satisfied 
with sending him, towards noon, a single mes- 
sage. Besides^ the battle had drawn so near 
about the city, that the King, from the top of a 
•tower, could easily observe the progress of the 
different occurrences. 

In the sequel. Napoleon left the King at li- 
berty to follow him, or remain behind ; but as this 
unfortunate sovereign determined, in the hard 
situation in which he was placed, to embrace 
the measure of staying, it remained only for Buo- 
naparte to send him word by a third person. 
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which he did, that he was at liberty to conclude 
a peace with his enemies, on the best condit]<HUi 
he could obtain ; but that he begged him to take 
care of his wounded. Napoleon, afterwards, 
suffered the few Saxon troops, which remained, 
including the battalion of body guards, who did 
duty with the imperial guard, to return to the 
King. All this took place on the 19th of Oc* 
toben 

A mild and temperate being can form no idea 
of the furious emotions which must agitate the 
soul of such a^man as Buonaparte, when he sees 
the edifice of his fortune and his glory crumbling 
into ruins. Napoleon had already found himself 
in critical situations ; in Egypt, in Russia, ^he had 
sustained reverses ; but an unshaken confidence 
in his genius and his good fortune, had raised 
him superior to every accident. The resources 
which he still had left to repair his fortune on 
those occasions, were constantly in his mind, even 
at the moment when the blow of fate assailed 
him. The hope of astonishing the world with 
new successes only accelerated the flight of his 
conceptions for firesh enterprises. Till then he 
had been able to ascribe all his reverses to un- 
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usual causes, to an inevitable Caitality. But at 
this period tl^e French leadei: was^ for the first 
time in his life, beaten under the eyes, and in the 
centre, of civilized Europe ; it became, therefore, 
more difficult than ever, to form an excuse for bis 
retreat, and impose silence on a nation, who saw 
her own hearths threatened by victorious armies. 
In a word, he had just lost a decisive battle, he 
was drawing the enemy towards the interior of 
France ; 9. sacred territory, which bad remained 
untouched under its own goverpment, at a time 
when r^inforceanents, or sucQour of any descrip^ 
tipn, could hardly have been expected from an 
exhausted people. Could he even have found 
ea;cuses and turns, tp give a colour to this great 
reverse, it was not after such a day as this, that 
he could taste epnsQlation ; and the sentiment of 
shame, which was t^e uppermost of his feelings, 
rendered his inward trouble visible. 

Buonaparte remained until eight o'clock at his 
bivouac. His head^quarters were at first esta- 
blished in a building at the Thunberg ; but, as all 
the houses in the neighbourhood became very iu^ 
convenient, through the conflux of the wounded, 
he conld npt remain there* and went to the Pros- 



40 CAMPAIGN IN SAXONY, 

sian hotel, in the Horse-market. How capriciouB is 
Fortune ! That this should be the Pjussian hote 
which now received him disarmed, and that he 
should be obliged to leave it, in order to save 
himself by flight. i 

Napoleon was engaged, to an advanced period 
of the night, with the Duke of Bassano, the grand 
equerry, and Berthier, He gave orders that every 
thing should be kept prepared for departure, and 
the horses had been in readiness before two 
o'clock. Xhe carriages, and all that related to the 
Emperor's service, were ready at Lindenau. 

On the 19th of October, the retreat of Napo- 
leon from Leipsic was effected, between break 
of day and eleven o'clock in the forenoon. He 
was sometimes seein busily employed, sometimes 
in his morning-dress at the window ; the pas^sage 
of the French troops through the suburbs conti- 
nued incessantly. About half-past eight, the 
report of cannon was heard on the side of the 
suburb of Grimma. Towards nine. Napoleon 
mounted his horse, and ordered his attendants to 
lead the way through the gate of Grimma, to the 
residence of the King. He alighted : the King re- 
ceived him with the accustomed etiq'uette, and con- 
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ducted him into his apartment, where the Queeii 
also was present. The suite remained in the ante- 
chamber. Some Saxon and Baden troops were 
drawn up in the market-square. After a conver- 
sation which lasted a long quarter of an hour, in 
which the Emperor, doubtless, assured the King 
of the great concern and anxious desire which he 
entertained of beingin asituation to afford him more 
effectual assistance, he quitted him, and the King 
accompanied him, according to the etiquette of 
court, to the staircase. 

From the moment that Napoleon mounted his 
horse, till he quitted Leipsic altogether, he appear- 
ed constantly pensive and absorbed, nay, almost 
thunderstruck; or, perhaps, he was not able to 
turn his thoughts to any thing. 

He proceeded towards the centre of the gate of 
Rannstadt, took the direction of the market-place, 
and, finding every thing encumbered there^ owing 
to the extraordinary number of troops and car- 
riages, he turned his horse's head towards the 
centre of the city, passed in front of two gates, 
which were already barricadoed, and the church 
of St. Thomas, to reach St. Peter's-gate. There he 
looked round him for a moment, and gallopped once 
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more to his head-quarters^ at the Horse-marketj 
or rather along the walk, as far as the quarter of 
the city-school. The attack had already become 
very warm on that side, and the balls were 
flying about. The corps of Poniatowski and Lau- 
riston formed the rear-guard, and had received 
orders to defend the suburbs from house to house. ^ 
Napc^on wished, at first, to set thepi on fire, but 
he abandoned that idea; and it would, indeed, have 
been an act of useless mischief. He then returned^ 
passed through St. Peter's-gate, and went round 
the city towards Rannstadt. He was scarcely 
able to penetrate through the incredible multitude 
of troops of all kinds. He and his suite were 
obliged to make their escape through by-ways 
from all this tumult *. Ammunition waggons, 
puttiers, gendarmes, artillery, cows and sheep, 

* Napoleon had an appearance of composure on his counte- 
nance when he quitted Leipsic, riding slowly through St Peter's* 
gate, but he was bathed in sweat, a circumstance which might 
proceed from bodily exertion and mental disturbance combined. 
He proceeded a considerable distance towards the very quarter 
whence the enemy was advancing; but^ at length recognising 
his error, he turned about He inquired if there were any by- 
road to Boma and Altenberg ; being answered in the negative, 
he took an obscure way through a garden to the outer Ranstadt- 
gate. Ed. 
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women, grenadiers, post-chaises, the sound, the 
wounded, and the dying, all crowded together, and 
pressed on in such confusion, that it ¥ras hardly 
possible to hope that the French could continue 
their march, much less be capable of defending 
themselves. 

If the enemy had penetrated at that moment to 
the spot, not a single man could have escaped ; for 
the passage through the Rannstadt-gate, through 
which the whole were to file on the road to lin* 
denau, was so narrow, that there was hardly room 
for two foot soldiers to walk abreast by the side 
of the carriage. A bridge had been constructed 
over the Elster, near the place called the Judge's* 
garden, but it was too slightly built. After hav- 
ing served for a very short time, it broke down^ 
This accident augmented the embarrassment and 
sad situation of those who remained behind, and 
perhaps occasicmed the death of Prince Ponia* 
towski, who threw himself into the Elster, to avoid 
falling into the hands of the enemy *. 

* The fate of the gallant Prince Joseph Pcmiatowski, nephew 
to Stanislaus Augustas, the last king of Poland, will surely be 
eomraiserated by every noble mind. He drew his sword with the 
view of restoring his fallen country to her rank and indepea de nee 
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: Napoleon followed very calmly the torrent of 
his flying army along the high road, as far as the 
back of Lindenau. There he made a halt, and 
employed several officers to point out to the fugi- 

among nations. The particulars of his death were thus detailed 
by his aide-de-camp : " On tlie memorable 19 th of October, when 
the French army began to retreat, the Prince was charged by 
Napoleon with the defence of that part of the suburbs of Leipsic 
which lies nearest the Boma road. For this purpose \\e had 
only 2,000 Polish infantry assigned him. Perceiving the French 
columns on his left flank in full retreat, and the bridge com- 
pletely choked up with their artillery and carriages, so that 
there was no possibility of get]ting over it, he drew his sabre, and 
turning to the officers who were about him, " Gentlemen,'* said 
he, " it is better to fall with honour." With these words he 
rushed, at the head of a few Polish cuirassiers and the officers 
surrounding him, upon the advancing columns of the Allies. He 
had been previously wounded on the 14th and 16th, and on this 
occasion also received a musket-ball in his left arm. He never- 
theless pushed forward, but found the suburbs full of the allied 
troops, who hastened up to take him prisoner. He cut his way 
through them, received another wound, through his cross, threw 
himself into the Pleisse, and, with the assistance of his officers, 
reached the opposite bank in safety, leaving his horse behind in 
the river. Though much exhausted he mounted another, and 
proceeded to the Glster, which was already lined by Saxon and 
Prussian riflemen. Seeing them coming upon him on all sides, 
he plunged into the river, and instantly sunk, together with his 
horse. Several officers, who threw themselves in after him, 
were likewise drowned, and others were taken on the bank or 
in the water. The body of the Prince was found on the fifth 
day (October 24th,) and taken out of the water by a fisherman. 
He was dressed in his gala-uniform, the epaulets of which were 
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tivies, who came up in the greatest disorder, the 
various points on which their corps were to as- 
semble. These corps were on either side of the 
roads which lead to Weissenfels and Merseburg, 
and which cross upon this point. Buonaparte 
having succeeded in establishing some order, re- 
turned into the windmill, towards Lindenau, and 
remained in the first story. The fire upon the 
town became continually more brisk, the whizzing 
of shells was heard, and the report of all sorts of 
fire arms. At last the heavy artillery was no 
longer heard. Eleven o'clock had passed ; some 
moments after the head-quarters pushed on to 
Markranstadt. 

Probably this departure took place at the mo- 
ment when the bridge of Lindenau, which Buona- 
parte had inspected the day before, was blown up. 
The circumstances of this occurrence, published 

studded with diamonds ; his fingers were covered with rings set 
with brilliants, and his pockets contained snuff-boxes of great 
value, and other trinkets. Many of those articles were eagerly 
purchased by Polish officers who were made prisoners , evidently 
for the purpose of being transmitted to his family, so that the 
whole produced the fisherman a very considerable sum." For 
some corresponding circumstances, see M. Aubert de Vitry's 
Note at the end of this Volume. 'Ed. 



46 CAMPAIGN IN SAXONY, 

in the French bulletins, have been ridiculed ; but 
I can affirm with the greatest impartiality, that 
one of the most intimate companions of Buona- 
parte, still labounng under a feeling of horror at 
the consequences which ensued, said, '' That a 
^^ seijeant of the engineer corps had received an 
'^ order to blovi^ up the bridge of landenau, after 
'' the retreat of the troops bad been completely 
'^ effected. But When the enemy penetrated with 
*' such impetuosity into the city, and the noise 
" and hurrahs of the Swedes were heard, the 
'' Serjeant thought himself surrounded, and set 
*^ fire to the mine/' It has been remarked, that 
a commission of so much importance is never con- 
fided to an inferior officer ; but it has also been 
replied to this objection, that the superior officer 
in charge of the operation was not present. The 
above ccmfidential communication, derived irom 
the best authority, a few hours after the occur- 
renc9# seems to prove that the statemmit itself is 
true. Besides, those who were cut off would have 
equally fallen into the hands of the enemy, virithout 
the occurrence of this accident ; the impossibility 
of retiring by any other means than the narrow 
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pasM^e of a single gate, would have given them 
up to the Allies, who had every facility for passing 
the Elster on other points. The loss was immense ; 
I do not think I exaggerate, if I rate at 26 or 
30,000 men, the number of those who, in the 
action of the 1 9th, fell into the hands of the enemy 
at Leipsic. All the chariots and the guard had 
already passed over, but whole corps remained 
behind. These corps were very weak; they 
were infinitely increased by the soldiers who had 
c^traggled and who had joined them. All this 
body of men perished, or fell into the hands of 
the enemy. Among these, with many others, 
was the general of division, Regnier, who, although 
a pupil of the Revolution, had always followed, in 
spite of every difficulty, the path of honour. The 
death of Poniatowski, the news of which came tb^ 
following day to head-quarters, excited the most 
lively interest. The reverses of the 19th produced 
in general a very unusual depression among the 
most zealous admirers of Napoleon. Without 
]»edictuig th6 end of his brilliant career, or break- 
ing out into invectives, it was looked upon as 
possible that, at the return of the army, the nation 
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herself would be disaffected towards her chief. 
Napoleon himself did not believe he had sustained 
so great a loss at Leipsic. Perhaps, as usual, 
the truth had been concealed from him ; for it is 
well known that he was averse to hearing of a 
great loss. False reports might be made the 
means of becoming agreeable to him. He himself 
said, some days after, ^' I could have saved 6,000 
" men, if I had chosen to burn the suburbs of the 
" city ; it was a right of war, but, nevertheless, 
" I would not." 

An enormous i[uantity of artillery was lost at 
the battle, as well as the assault of Leipsic. The 
greater part, after that period, consisted of the 
120 pieces belonging to the old guard, which 
were completely provided with ammunition. But 
the young guard had lost the major part of theirs 
at Leipsic, and if the subsequent losses are reck- 
oned, it will be found that the French army had 
not more than 200 guns at the battle of Hanau,. 
which was fought in order, as it were, to bid fere- 
well to Germany. How many of those 1,300 
pieces of cannon, of which the French boasted so 
much, after the armistice, did they lose ? The 
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battles of Katzbach and Culm alone cost nearly 
200, without reckoning those which were left in 
the gfarrisons and fortified places. 

The inn of Markranstadt received the whole of 
the imperial household, and that of the Prince of 
Neufchatel. Those who had no right to occupy a 
place in the small number of disposable rooms, 
retired to a bam. The troops, soured by misfor- 
tune, marched with a fierce and menacing air ; 
the guard indulged in every kind of excess ; the 
greater part of the soldiery was tormented by 
hunger and want ; nearly the whole of the villages 
bordering on the line of march were pillaged. The 
superior officers neither could nor were inclined 
to re-establish order; they cared less about it 
than ever. Insubordination had attained its height; 
every one was pressed, and pressed in his turn; 
80 that the march, which took place, during the 
night, produced the greatest confusion. On the 
advance it is possible to march isolated, and pre- 
cede the main body ; but on the retreat, when 
every one is obliged to follow the same road, one 
is pressed on all sides, the corps and regiments 
are no longer united ; and the disorder becomes 
general. 

VOL. II. E 
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Napoleon, escorted by his old guard, quitted 
Markranstadt oa the 20th of October, about three 
o'clock A.M. ; he was in his carriage, surrounded 
by the troops on the march ; their redoubled ranks 
would not allow him to proceed rapidly, and 
obliged him to stop from time to time. The night 
was dark ; the fugitive army was defended by 
posts of infantry, placed at a little distance in the 
rear ; the cavalry had been sent forward. The 
plains between Markersdorf and Rippach were 
very dangerous for him, since they afforded the 
enemy's cavalry fine opportunities to charge. On 
this account, when Napoleon arrived at the bi- 
vouac, close to Lutzen, where the French troops 
were posted to the right and left of the high 
road, he ordered a march to be beat, and a charge 
to be sounded, during the whole period of his 
stay in that place, in order to afford time to the 
different detachments to continue their march. 
The guard fires were kept up ; the drums and 
trumpets were heard, sometimes on one wing, 
sometimes on the other, probably for the purpose 
of awing the enemy's cavalry ; but no important 
movement took place. 

At last, after having long waited in vain, and 
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after the King of Naples himself had mounted his 
horse^ to restore order at the entrance of the 
town, where there was a dreadful crowd. Napo- 
leon was enabled to continue his way, and to pass 
through Lutzen. That town received into her 
bosom, on his retreat, the man who, some months 
before, thought he had rendered her name illus- 
trious by a brilliant victory. The blood-stained 
soil of the environs of Starsiedel and Kaia, saw 
him return, with an army famished, almost anni- 
hilated, and ready to disband itself; with that 
army, the heroic exploits of which were to have 
conducted him, at least beyond the Vistula. 

The day began to dawn ; Napoleon alighted, and 
considered, through his small telescope, the neigh- 
bouring eminences; and continued his way, pensive 
and silent, covered with his plain grey surtout, and 
followed by all his staff. The sight of that coun- 
try called to mind the dreadful extent of his fall ; 
even his warmest advocates felt it deeply, and 
could not refrain from exclaiming, with a sigh, 
" Behold that man ! there he is, such as he was 
*' on his retreat from Russia." The train might 

liave been taken for a funeral procession. Each 

£ s 
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individual who composed it marched, leading his 
horse in his hand. A halt took place near the ravine 
of Rippach, where Bessi^res had been killed on 
the 1st of May. Here Napoleon afforded himself 
some little enjoyment, by making a column of 4 or 
5,000 Austrians, who had been taken prisoners in 
the late actions, defile before him*, and with whom 
he intended to fill his bulletins. 

The old guard still carried the Austrian colours, 
taken at the battle of Dresden, which were to be 
paraded on their return to France. Nevertheless, 
with the exception of the satisfaction afforded 
by the sight of these trophies, this retreat could 
afford him no agreeable reflections. At break of 
day, order was nearly restored in the French 
army, -but the mixture of different corps, pre- 
senting but the wreck of their former existence, 
must have painfully affected him. He displayed, 
it is true, much tranquillity and firmness, but he 
was, nevertheless, considerably dejected ; and he 
experienced, for the first time in his own person, 

the irreparable loss which he had so often occa^ 

- ' ' ... ■■ ■ ■ - ^ I I . ? II ...I ... II 

* This column was, 1 believe, released some days after, by 
General d'Yorck's corps, in the neighbourhood of the Unstrutt. 
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sioned to others ; the spirit of the army declined ; 
the soldiers eyed him with savagje glances, when 
they met him at a distance from the main road, 
with Ney, Augereau, and some others. The 
Poles deplored the death of their valiant chief; 
their corps was reduced, by losses and desertion, 
to 600 foot, and 1,600 horse*. Even these would 
have quitted the French army, but Napoleon had 
prevailed on them to remain, at least, eight days 
longer with him. All the German troops had left 
him ; and, probably, at Leipsic he was first a;p- 
prized of the defection of Bavaria. He spoke in 
contemptuous terms of the conduct of the govern- 
ment, and exceedingly blamed Marshal Wrede for 
marching against him, with the combined army 
of Austrians and Bavarians, without a previous 
declaration of war. *' I fear not for the present," 
6aid Napoleon, ** but the future may do me 
'* wrong." He designated the defection of the 
Saxons by the title of treason ; but his condition 
having lowered his pride, he suffered himself to 
be informed that the ill conduct of his soldiers, 

* Sereral divisions of Polish infantry had even passed over to 
the side of the Allies. 
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the spoilers of Saxony, had excited the hatred of 
the nation and army. 

Napoleon stopped at Weissenfels. Bertrand 
had marched two days before upon that point 
and towards Naumbourg, to take possession of 
the defile of Kosen upon the Saale. Beyond the 
bridge near Kosen the road begins, which, ris- 
ing by insensible degrees, Ifeads towards heights 
almost inaccessible, that border upon the way, 
and afford an enemy, even of inferior force, the 
means of sweeping off with their artillery every 
thing approaching the point of Hassenhausen. 
Bertrand, who during the battle of Leipsic had 
had to engage the Austrian General Gitilay, and 
who had retired towards Pegau, having found 
Naumbourg occupied by infantry, doubtless itoa- 
gined that the defiles of Kosen were likewise in 
possi^ssion of a still more considerable force. 
Whether it were that Napoleon looked upon it 
as too difficult a matter to render himself master 
of that position, or that he wished to deceive the 
enemy, the army passed th^ Saale near Weis- 
senfels, and the Unstrutt near Freyburg. This 
movement was most probably deteifmined by the 
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first of these motives ; for Bertrand had faced all 
the artillery and equipages to the right about, in 
order to direct them upon the road which we 
have pointed out. For the purpose of facilitating 
the passage below the old wooden bridge of 
Weissenfels, another of rafts was constructed near 
the town, behind which are hills planted with vines. 

Napoleon, on his arrival, went to the edge of 
the river, and passed the afternoon at the fire of 
the bivouac, on an eminence near a vineyard. 
The divisions of his wearied troops passed over 
confusedly, filing on in haste, and presented the 
dreadful spectacle of an army in a state of dis* 
solution. 

The report of artillery which was heard afar 
off, seemed to indicate an engagement in the 
neighbourhood of Mucbein and Kosen, and 
Bertrand was thought to be fighting with the 
enemy. 

That day Napoleon appeared quite humble, 
nay mild ; and seemed to listen with condescen- 
sion to those who i.43poke of the late events so 
disastrous for him, as well as of the causes 
which had induced them. He often walked 
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round the watch-fire ; he listened attentively to 
the cannonade, looked at those who passed by 
with attention, and excited by his composure the 
interest of all who surrounded him. A mise- 
rable tent pitched near the vineyard, forming a 
single apartment, served as a dwelling for himself 
and Berthier ; all the rest bivouacked among the 
vines. Room, forage, every thing was wanting ; 
the night was cold. 

On the 2 1st of October, at three in the morning, 
the march was continued along the Saale, on 
the road leading to Freyburg. A person, who 
is only superficially acquainted with the steep 
and mountainous environs of the Saale and the 
Unstrutt, where the clayey and heavy soil of 
Thuringia begins, which a single day's r^n con- 
verts into a swamp, must see that a retreat pur- 
sued tlirough cross roads over such ground, could 
be but a dangerous measure, adopted through 
absolute necessity. Freyburg is built at the bot- 
tom of the valley of the Unstrutt, surrounded by 
high and steep hills, on one of which stands the 
antient castle. Bad ways, confined to a narrow 
breadth by hills covered with vines, gardens and 
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houses, lead on either side to the little town of 
Freyburg. These cannot be avoided, nor do 
they admit the column of march to be formed in 
divisions or sections. The greater part of the 
French army entered into this kind of gulf« 
They were obliged to ascend and drag all the car- 
riages up a steep hill, on the other bank, towards 
Eckartsberg. 

For at least a quarter of an hour before he 
came to the town, the Emperor could not ad- 
vance on account of the obstruction occasioned 
by troops and waggons ; he was obliged to aUght 
from his carriage, and had much ado to penetrate 
through the crowd in order to rieach the place. 

The bridge had been burnt two days before by 
the Austrians; another, of a lighter description, 
had been constructed, composed of rafts, which 
was agitated to and fro, by the swelling of the 
Unstrutt ; the other bridge was at a quarter of a 
league farther distant, near a miU,. and it was 
blown that there was a third still lower down 
near Laucha. ' When Napoleon came up, men 
and horses, urged either by eagerness or fear, 
pressed on to pass. 
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Discipline no longer existed, every one wished 
to make sure of himself; and in the mean time 
the insubordination and disorder of the army in 
its passage, excited apprehensions of the most 
imminent danger. It was the disastrous passage 
of the Beresina, in miniature. 

In the morning the sun, veiled in mists, resem- 
bled a bloody globe. The noise of the troops and 
the cannonade of Kosen and Hassenhausen,* pro- 
duced the most terrible effect. The presence of 
Napoleon alone was capable of restoring some 
degree of order. He arrived at the bridge, 
under which a certain number of fugitives had 
already found their graves, while famished strag- 
glers were wandering in the neighbouring vine- 
yards to procure some grapes, or to pillage. By 
adopting severe measures, the embarrassment 
was removed as much as possible, and to each 
' division of artillery, infantry and cavalry, a bridge 
was assigned; Napoleon having stopped at se- 
veral points, sometimes voluntarily, sometimes 
impeded by the crowd, remained for a short time 
at the house of the protestant minister, and re- 
turned to the very narrow defiles of which we 
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have spoken^ and near one of the bridges, where 
the greatest diflSeulty had been experienced in re- 
straining the soldiers, who pressed forward in a 
brutal manner. In order to succeed in restor- 
ing order, several generals and gendarmes were 
obliged to distribute some blows with the sabre. 
The bridge not l>eing wide. enough, and too weak- 
ly constructed, the cavalry were obliged to cross it 
two by two ; nevertheless the soldiers thrust them- 
selves on helter-skelter, from right to left. Atlast, 
between two and three o'clock in the afternoon, 
when the whole ravine of Freyburg swarmed with 
waggons, and the cannotiade in the direction of 
Hassenhausen, wh^re Bertrand had been engaged^ 
began to diminish, Napoleon himself with his staff 
repaired to the right bank of the Unstrutt. He had 
not much longer time to delay, for scarcely had he 
passed the bridge, directing himself on the by-road 
towards Bei^ Scheidungen, when a troop of the 
enemy's tirailleurs appeared upon a height behind 
the mill near the second bridge, an eminence 
which the French had not occupied. These tirailr 
leurs spread themselves aloi!ig the declivity of the 
hill, and fired upon the troops who were passing* 
Among the great fkults that were committed 
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in this war, must be reckoned the neglect of 
those minor means of security, which consist 
in posting patroles of observation. The French 
confided, in general, for grand operations, in the 
genius of Napoleon; but they never endeavoured, 
by an examination of the ground, and an exact 
attention to ordinary duties, to remedy inad- 
vertences, which might be placed to his account. 
Thus, in this place, whole convoys and corps 
d^armie passed the ravine and the river, without 
the neighbouring hills being occupied. Some mi- 
nutes after, the enemy's light infantry commenced 
their salute ; cannon-balls were flying round the 
Emperor, and shells fell close by him. The odd 
suite and singular dress of the King of Naples, 
became a mark for the enemy's tirailleurs and 
artillery-men ; the piquet of the guard, as well 
as all the followers of Napoleon, were conse- 
quently obliged to disperse. — ** They are firing 
on the suite!" said Gaulincourt to Napoleon, 
who, at that moment, was looking through his 
little telescope. *' Do you think so ?" replied 
the latter, very calmly turning aside his trusty 
bay horse. 
The attack, by favour of the position, was very 



IN THE YEAR 1813. 61 

brisk, although the enemy had not more than four 
battalions, two squadrons, and a battery of fly- 
ing artillery. Luckily for the French, they did 
not remark that there was yet another little emi- 
nence, close by the mill, and a small house be- 
longing to the vineyard ; that this hill commanded 
all the valley, yet had not been occupied by the 
French. Napoleon promptly despatched some 
pieces of artillery, while some battalions of the 
the army, which had formed upon the right bank, 
marched to the other side of the river, and at- 
tacked the hill where the Russians or Prus- 
sians were posted. These battalions, covered and 
assisted by the artillery, succeeded in dislodging 
the enemy; and the guard, in the mean time, 
marched to the opposite bank. Marshal Oudinot 
still remained behind, upon the road to Weissen- 
fels, for the protection of the rear of the army ; but 
this corps of the Allies had come from Mucheln, 
and had passed over the river. The Allies had also 
gained some marches on the French, by sending 
corps in advance on the cross roads ; for their ca- 
valry had, on the same day, occupied Weimar, 
the neighbourhood of Artem, and Buttelstadt ; 
Czernitscheff's corps was at Sangerhausen. Na- 
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poleon quitted this dangerous post, after having 
convinced himself that the height was occupied, 
and his retreat covered. Seven years and seven 
days had elapsed since he had made his sangui- 
nary entrance into the kingdom of Saxony. Near 
the spot on which Davoust had displayed his va- 
lour. Napoleon received his farewell salute with 
cannon-shot. He went by way of Kloster Hes- 
ler, where the young guard received him with the 
usual acclamations, as far as Eckartsberg, crossr 
ing ravines which presented many difficulties in 
his way. He and the King of Naples were in 
very ill humour, on account of the continually 
increasing loss, and the obstacles which the^bad 
ways occasioned, although the road was chosen by 
themselves. Nevertheless, Napoleon continued 
always collected and composed. 

Bertrand had scoured the neighbourhood of 
Hassenhausen and' Eckartsberg. I do not know 
whether his corps^arrived there by way of KcBsen 
or Freyburg. The French quitted Saxony witK 
the same noise and tumult that had distinguished 
their entrance into that country. The infuriated 
rout was defiling all night before Napoleon's 
quarters, where a gloomy silence reigned. 
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In the mean time the head-quarters remainedp 
till half past eight o'clock the following morning, 
in the greatest tranquillity. According to the re^ 
ports which Napoleon had received, respecting 
the march of the army through Freyburg, its 
passage had lasted till half-past five in the morn- 
ing ; then the bridge was destroyed, and eleven 
pieces of cannon, and more than a hundred car^- 
riages, fell into the hands of the enemy. How- 
ever, from the situation of things, the dreadful 
confusion, the difficulties of the passage, arising 
from the bad dispositions which had been made» 
finally, from the bad state of the roads, it may 
be calculated, that the loss tripled the estimate 
which was actually made of it. All the pieces of 
artillery, which could not be saved, wjere de- 
stroyed or buried, for these cross ways were not 
calculated for heavy carriages. On the following 
days, until the army had reached Erfurt, Buona^ 
parte was favoured by dry weather. The roads 
of the country are soon spoiled when it rains, but 
fine weather irenders them solid and durable. 

The shortest way to reach the fortress of 
Erfurt is through Buttelstadt. The weather was 
very serene, the high road on the side of Weir 
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mar, was probably occupied, or infested, by the 
Allies. Napoleon chose the first of these two 
roads, and, having travelled alternately on foot 
and in his carriage, escorted by his guard, ar- 
rived, after mid-day, at Buttelstadt; General 
Dombrowsky, had a long conference at this place 
with Buonaparte. The troops were worn down 
by fatigue, and their discontent augmented in 
proportion to their sufferings. This discontent 
vented itself in reproachful murmurs ; they, 
however, exerted their remaining strength to 
reach Erfurt. At Eckartsberg, a statement of 
the strength of the army was published, by which 
it was still rated at 100,000, but I have great 
difl&culty in thinking it amounted to that num- 
ber. Napoleon removed his head-quarters to 
Ollendorff half way between Buttelstadt and 
Erfurt. On the right-hand side of the road, be- 
tween Buttelstadt and OUendorf, some squadrons 
of Cossacks were perceived, probably belonging to 
Czemitchef 's corps ; a body of cavalry was sent 
to meet them. It was easy to remark the embar- 
rassment which their appearance occasioned in 
Buonaparte ; and as their number was concealed 
by the nature of the ground, and the force that 
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followed them could not be ascertained^ Niapo* 
poleon proceeded on horseback out of the viU 
lages, to avoid any confusion. 

From all this relation the difficulty of a retreat 
may be apprehended, when large bodies are con- 
strained to take the same road, and the retreating 
army has little or no cavalry to cover itself. 
The Cossacks quietly observed the march of Buo- 
naparte and his guard ; a repast was hastily pre- 
pared for him at OUendorf. He perceived him- 
self pressed on all sides, and the march was re- 
sumed at midnight. On the 23rd of October, at 
half past two in the morning. Napoleon and his 
staff arrived at the gates of Erfurt, after a 
painful march, conducted through slippery ways, 
and in the midst of a dark night. 

The Emperor passed the 23rd and 24th of Oc- 
tober at his palace, entirely devoted to business. 
He seldom shewed himself at the window. The 
state in which the troops appeared, who passed 
before the door of the palace, the avidity with 
which they fell upon the few provisions that they 
received from the stores, was for him a subject 
of vexation. The arrival of these famished men, 

in tattered clothes, excited commiseration. The 
vou IL P 
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dqtli&g' and biscuit distributed vere not siifficiesit 
ibr aU) henee di^pute^ aftd endlcM qmrreto 
arose. Napoleon^ who, since his elevationy had 
Useither jexperienced liusiger nor pfaysicai exhaus- 
tion:; Jus/ indiQJse staff designated those' who re* 
tmneiedi t without artns, by: idie. title of the sMcre 
canmlle, the cursed' rinob> now perceived how 
BBMidi thKfc>rednreaib had nosl him. When it was 
ofafterv^ to hdM, that [the: distributioQir naode at 
Bfffttrt had .reatofed the itroops, in some degree^ 
tO'Ofdw;' he peevishly exclaimed—" But they 
nxe,%jmt0if ' ^' } ' " ' » thteyiai'e going to the devil— 
I dm losing to fsLf as tibie Rhine iSO^OOO men in thin 
way* I .'• : , . ■ . ^ • 

Notwithstamding this^ his Inilitar^ genius al- 
ready began to indulge in nefw sdbemef • . " Be- 
t\M0ea this and the month of May/' said he» " I 

■- I ■ I ' " . > ' ; » ' ' "" * " mt I I II I ■ 11 I ,11 1 iir I ■ ■ I ■ I I ' 

* On such occasions as these^ the contempt which, as has 
Ibeeil well obsetved, Napoleott had for men in general, burst 
f^rtk. Perhups tkis might>be ^ relic of revpldtiedavy limes ; it 
was in th^ spirit of those times, surely, he had imbibed the prin- 
ciple, that it was necessary to treat the nation' in that manner. 
His isapfetiioiHi spirit was not cftlcukted for mildn^n and mode- 
sajtion:; and, as be was himself the personification of incessant 
activity, he ingeniously turned to account the restless vanity of 
the FVench. I'he bees which adorned his arms, should have 
bees considered 1^ him as sjmJMs of a more salutary industry. 
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shall have an army of 250,000 fighting men on the 
Rhine." How much were his expedtations de- 
eeived! ': 

On the whole he eidiibtted a mildnesa,*^! am 
almost tempted to say, an inconceivable patience. 
He i^ppeared to take pleasure in the conversation 
that was addressed to him, even when it turned 
upon peace and the necessity which all the world 
had for it, or on the situation of the interior of 
France and her institntions. His labours con^ 
tinned as usual. Berthier, Caulincourt, Maret, 
were in turns with him when he was not employ- 
ed in his cabinet* The last day of his stay at 
Erfurt he gave orders for several preferments in 
his household, many officers of which received 
the decoration of the Legion of Honour. General 
Flahault M^as appointed General of Division; and 
about twenty promotions were announced. 

A small number of regiments, and the guards, 
marched in good order through Erfurt. This last 
fortified point, upon which the Frendi army rested 
on its retreat firom Kaluga to the lUiine, shewed, 
by its geographical situation, the shock which the 
French power had sustained. Nothing can afford 
posterity a more just idea of the dissolution of 

F t 
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this colossus, than the following reflection : In . 
the year 1813, the French line of defence on their 
retreat (a line which could never again become 
offensive,) began at the fortresses of Dantzick and 
Modlin ; comprehended several strong places on 
the Elbe and the Oder ; united, as* it became at* 
tacked, in a triangle of three acute angles near 
Erfurt and Wurtzburg; and terminated at the 
Rhine. These extraordinary circumstances were 
attached to a war conducted on systematical 
principles, the parallel of which one can hardly 
suppose subsequent ages will produce. 

Some hospitals were established at Erfurt. The 
dispositions made for the defence of that: place 
gave great uneasiness to the unfortunate inhabi- 
tants, who, since the war in 1806, had suffered so 
much, that the greater part of the landholders had 
fallen into poverty ; they were now about to be 
subjected to all the hardships of a siege. During 
the preceding summer, the town had been fortified 
by the formation of ditches, filled with water ; but 
these precautions could not convert it into a forr 
tress capable of holding out for a long time ; and 
it would not, perhaps, have cost much tcTtake pos«- 
session of it, for, with the exception of the sick, it 
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had a very inconsiderable garrison, which ^ust 
have retired to the Petersberg. But that strong 
citadel commands Erfurt, and from thence those 
who occupied the town might be harassed, and 
all convoys prevented. 

On the 24th of October, Marshal Oudinot and 
General Bertrand were posted, with the rear- 
guard, at the distance of half a league from the 
towui on the road to Weimar. All the troops that 
the enemy had sent in succession for the pur- 
suit of the French army distributed themselves on 
the following day about the town, upon the Gotha 
road. The grand army of the Allies was passing 
through Amstadt, where the monarchs had, on the 
^7th, their head-quarters. Erfurt was, at first, 
oiily blockaded by the troops commanded by 
Prince Gortschakow, afterwards under Gene- 
ral Count ^Wittgenstein. While Napoleon was in 
the town, all was quiet in the environs ; war was 
hardly thought of, a plague or a famine was the 
chief apprehension. All that could proceed on- 
ward were obliged to set out 

The King of Naples went forward, under pre- 
tence of bringing fresh troops from Mayence, but 
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he returned from the left bank of the Rhine into 
Italy. 

Finally, on the 25th of October, at three o'clock 
in the morning, the man who had put such numer- 
ous and formidable forces in motion, once more 
quitted Erfurt, in the midst of rain, wind, and 
darkness, tp encounter his future destiny, which 
seemed to forebode notliing but calamity* He 
appeared serious, and composed. Berthier was 
with him in his carriage; Caulincourt, Maret, and 
all those who belonged to his bouseholdp followed 
him in the accustomed .manner- 

From four, to six o'clock the rear^guard was 
marching through Erfurt, tranquilly and in good 
order. A garrison, composed only of some artil- 
lery, and a few. hundreds of men, remained in the 
town. After several reeannoissance^, the Russian 
and Prussia^ combined forces soon occupied all 
the roads leading to the place. 
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NARRATIVE 

OP 

THE EVENTS THAT OCCURRED AT DRESDEN, 

IN THE YEAR 1813; 

BY AN EYE-WITNESS. 

TO WHICH IS SUBJOIKED, BT THE TRANSLATOR, 

A SUPPLEMENTARY CHAPTER, 

ILLU8TRAT1N0 BARON OOELEBEN'8 RELATION OF THE GRAND ENGAGEMENT 

BETWEEN THE FRENCH AND ALLIED ARMIES IN THE NEIOHROURHOf^D 

OF LEIP8IC. 



ADVERTISEMENT. 



XJURING the critical period which the aathor has eii« 
deavoured to describe^ with all the impartiality of which a 
cotemporary can be capable, he resided uninterruptedly at 
Dresden ; he has brought down his journal from the begin«* 
ning of March nearly to the middle of October, at which 
time he was himself attacked with the epidemic disease 
that prevailed. When engaged in this collection, even in 
the very midst of the events which compose the subject of 
bis Narrative, he carefully compared it with the information 
received from other eye-witnesses, and has since rectified 
and completed the niaterials which he personally collected, 
by referring to sources which he could not sooner have con- 
sulted, or which, at least, at an earlier period, would have 
been contaminated, he completed the recital of the remark- 
able events that passed during the state of siege, to 
the reduction of the city, from communications which he 
received from credible witnesses and accurate observers. 
His work, which was finished in 1814, was printed, for the 
first time, in the publication entitled European Annals. 

That which appeared. On the Campaign of Napoleon in 
Saxony, during the Year 1813, was crowned with distinguish- 
ed success, and a second edition was in course of publication 
within a few months after the appearance of the first. But 
the author of that relation had it not in his power to give 



76 ADVERTISEMENT. 

connexion and general combination to the narrative of the 
events which occurred at Dresden. He could be witness 
only of those which took place during his stay in the capital, 
where he wi^s attached to the head-quarters of Buonaparte. 

The relation contained in this Second Part, in which 
another eye-witness has confined himself to the history of the 
transactions in the city, embracing general facts only, as 
they were necessary to render the main narrative more 
clear, consequently, forms the natural Supplement of the 
Campaign in Saxony ; while the preceding Narrative of the 
Campaign serves at the same time to complete and ren- 
der clearer the account of the transactions in the city. In 
the second edition the author of the supplementary Narrative 
has often had occasion to make corrections, and enrich each 
chapter with important additions. The numerous docu- 
ments which he has annexed to his relation, as illustrations 
and evidence, will serve, in his opinion, to confer on his 
work all the completion of which it is susceptible ; the greater 
part of the documents alluded to being neither to be had 
separately, nor in a collective form. 

The author recalls a fatal period to the recollection of his 
fellow-citizens, with the ardent wish that the remembrance 
of those disastrous times should eveiy day be gradually obli- 
terated by the repose of durable happiness, and that the 
traces of misfortune may be effaced by the blessmgs of 
peace. ^ 



NARRATIVE 



OF THE 



EVENTS WHICH OCCURRED AT DRESDEN. 



CHAPTER I. 

Approach of the Russians towards Saxony in the Spring' of 
1813. — The King quits his CapitaL-^^Appointment of the 
Immediate Commission. — Commptions in consequence of 
the Preparations for blowing up t/ie Bridge of Dresden, — 
B/kreat of the French under Davoust — Explosion of thi 
Bridge — Arrival of the Russian advanced Guard — Man*, 
ners of the Cossacks, — Marshal Blucher enters the City. — 
Patriotism of the Prussian Youth'. — Regulations coficeming 
Quarters. — Proclamatiofis of the Allies — Arrival of the 
Emperor of Russia and King of Prussia. — Celebration of 
Easter by the Russians. —Approach of the French Army 
from Thuringia. — The Allied Sovereigns leave Dresden. 

W^HEN the Viceroy of Italy quitted the 
Prussian territory, and retired upon the Elbe^, 
the division of General Regnier, composed 
of French, Saxon, and Bavarian troops, after 
the celebrated engagement at Galisch, ap- 
proached the frontiers of Saxony. Every thing 
seemed to indicate that the French army was 
about to rest upon the Elbe, and await the rein- 
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forcements which Buonaparte was causing to' be 
collected and armed in the interior of his em- 
pire. The anxious inhabitants of Saxony feared 
that their fine country, which, till then, had 
sufiered but little from the scourge of war, might 
become the scene of new battles. Several strong 
positions afforded ah opportunity for a vigorous 
defence of the bank of the river. A strong gar- 
tison protected the walls of Magdebourg. The 
new fortress of Torgau, already protected by good 
exterior works, and lately surrounded by pali- 
sades, was, at least, strong enough to resist a 
cotq) de main : it also secured the important pas- 
sage of Wittenberg ; the walls ' of that peace- 
ful university, lined with cannon, defended by 
a numerous garrison, were prepared for the pro^ 
tection of the intrenchments of the bridge over the 
Elbe. In the interval of these fortifications, from 
Magdebourg, on either bank of the river, were 
placed numerous bodies of troops, under the 
command of able generals. 

In the mean time, the advanced guard of the 
Russian army had approached the frontiers of 
Saxony, and towards the end of February, Colonel 
Brendel, accompanied by some hundreds of 
Cossacks^ had made an incursion into Upper 
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Lusatia, if^liere he occupied the firontier town of 
Lauban^ wtdle Cmmi fiegnier rwa&makfaig hit 
way from Sorau to Bantt^en, la take a poiitioci 
cxt the bank of the Bpree. All dieve e vesta de* 
termined the Kiag of Saxony to leave his capital. 
On the 23d of February he iasited a prodama^ 
tion, by which he iaatioaiiced his departure, and 
his resohitioa to remain fiiithfoi to the political 
aydtem to which he bad i attached himaelf for mx 
inotithd, a system to which he had bwn indebted 
for hia safety ii^ the motstimaax^ntdwig^tL He 
(Exhorted his subjects to concur^ by a pe^lceabte 
disposition^ (consonant with his vtews> for the 
benefitof the kingdom,) in maifttmning theantient 
glory of the Saxon people. Inn&ediately, the 
eMabKshmentof a particular administration^ inde*- 
pendent of every other, was set cm. foot* This 
admhiiis^tion was to< regulate aU measures ccm- 
nected with the war department, to watch over 
the preservation of tranqmliity in die interior of 
the kingdom, and, in all eire«anstancas which 
might require prompt deciinon, to take the ttost 
sakrtary steps for the country. This ImmeHate 
Commission was composed of the minister of Cetir 
fer^ices, deGlobig, who pre^ded; Baron de Frie* 
s^, tile first chamberlain ; Baron de Manteoffle), 
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a member of the privy-comicil, arid director of the 
chief department of the college of finances ; and 
M: de Zeschwitz, member of the secret council of 
finances. On the 25th of February, in the mom* 
ing, the King, accompanied by the Qiieeri and 
the Princess Augusta, set out for Plauen, in 
Voigtland, to which place his brothers, with their 
families, had departed three days before. The 
people had, on a former occasion, seen him ab- 
sent himself under similar circumstances. But 
the situation of affairs was now so different, that 
he was followed, as it were, by all eyes, wit^ 
an uneasiness, which the dark prospect of thi^ 
future excited, and which could not, at, thjB first 
moment, be calmed in every breast, by the hpp§ 
of seeing him guide the vessel of the state, with 
a steady hand, in the storm. The only members 
of the royal family who remained at Dresden, 
were the King's aunt and the Princess Elizabeth, 
who, in the sequd, insisted upon staying behind, to 
share with the inhabitants the changes, anxieties, 
and dangers of their fortune. 

Already the melancholy scenes of war were 
presented in the city ; the sick and wounded 
Saxbnd who had been brought back from Poland, 
weire, on the approacb of the Russians, removed 
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from Sorau^ and transported to the interior of 
the country. Every heart was agonized at the 
sight of these miserable wretches, afflicted with 
mortal fevers, their limbs either frozen or. half 
burnt, scantily clothed, exposed to the influence 
of a rigorous season, travelling in open or half-- 
covered vehicles, and uttering grievous cries on 
the slightest jolt. Often might be seen in the 
carriages, on a narrow bed of straw, the dying 
man by the side of his happier companion, whom 
death had already released from his torments. 
At the sight of so much misery surely the prayer 
of the respectable Faust should have been ear- 
nestly renewed, namely, for a mutual agreement 
between the belligerent powers, that all hospitals 
should be declared neutral, in order that the 
unfortunate warriors who made the sacrifice to 
their country of so much precious blood might at 
least undergo their sufferings, and die undisturb- 
ed. The dispersion of contagious effluvia, which 
gave rise to many diseases, required other pre- 
cautions against a new calamity. Evident symp- 
ttoms of contagion and great mortality already 
appeared in the countries traversed by the con- 
voys of sick^ from Lusatia to Leipsic. lamajay 

VOL. II. G 
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towns the most active medical professors fell 
victims to their zeal for their diity and huma- 
nity. But, in spite of the imminent danger, the 
sick, who were lodged in considerable numbers 
in the new town and before the black gate, were 
frequently visited by a number of the mhabitants 
commiserating their afflictions ; this circumstance 
obliged the government to take measures for pre<^ 
venting the progress of a conts^on, that was to be 
apprehended even from the attentions of generous 
compassion. 

Dresden had no garrison, a part of a regiment 
of infimtry belomging to the guards had been sent 
to the fortress of Koenigstein, whither some 
treasures of the court, some public chests, and 
the most valuable pictures af the gallery had 
been conveyed. The rest oi the regiment had 
^ Mcompanied the King to Plauen. The pupils in 
the artillery-schodl had been removed to Torgau, 
and all the Saxon military force still remaining 
in the country had been coDected ; a levy of 
6,000 men, which had been ordered since the 
month of Fet»ruary, had reinforced the nationid 
troops. A part <mly of the hussars and heavy 
cavalry, namely, of the regiment of cuirassiers of 



IN THE TEAR 1818. 88 

the guard, and the regiment of Zastrow, which 
had before been recalled from Poland, was can* 
toned in the neighbourhood of the capital, where 
the latter had arrived since the 26th of February. 
Some detachments advanced as far as Bautzen, 
in order to form corps of observation at that 
place. One remained at Dresden ; the rest fol* 
lowed the King to Plauen. 

Several days had elapsed in these preludes of se^- 
rious occunrences, when, on the 7th of March, the 
general of division Regnier, who for ten days past 
had been encamped on the left bank of the Spree, 
arrived at Dresden with his staff. The following 
day, at die moment when the Russians were occu- 
pying the towns of Lusatia, Guben, Sorau, and 
Lauban, his division Altered the capital. One part 
was dispersed in the neighbouring villages on the 
left bsmk of the Elbe ; another, in the new town, 
where many of the houses were obliged each to 
sup|>ly quarters for eighty men. The division 
mbove-mentioned then consisted only of French 
and Saxons, amounting at most to 3,500 men; the 
genera! in chief had .sent about 1,400 Bavarian*, 
united to his corps, under the command of Qe- 
neral de Rechberg, beforehand, to Kflenigshnicfc, 
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to defend the bridge of Meissen. These troops 
had arrived on the 3rd of March. The division 
of Saxon cavalry which General Liebenau direct- 
ed, independent of Regnier^.at the same time 
again assembled at Dresden. 

The French general appeared determined to 
defend the two points of passage over the Upper 
Elbe, although Meissen was unprovided with 
means of defence, and the greater part of the 
fortifications of the capital were destroyed. The 
following . day, after his; arrival, preparations 
were made for defending the important points of 
passage near Dresden. 

The general in chief visited the environs of the 
new town which had been surrounded on all sides 
by palisades. Artillery had been placed upon 
the walls, of the old, for the purpose of command- 
ing the bridge and the right bank of the river. 
All. the carriages also had been previously cour 
veyed to the left bank of the Lower Elbe. A part 
of those carriages, small boats and rafts which 
the x)wners had not concealed, had been transport- 
ed to the right bank, proceeding up the river from 
Meissen. The remainder had been sunk upon 
the spot. On the ninth of March, at the moment 
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when the viceroy of Italy, with the main army 
of the French, arrived in theplains of Leipsic, the 
French ambassador quitted Dresden to follow the 
King to Plauen. In the afternoon of that day, 
the French began to take up the pavement over 
the fourih pier of the bridge near the rigbt bank 
of the Elbe. An uneasiness was now entertained 
relative to the fate of tihe bridge, that celebr&tdd 
monument and ornament of the capital. Many 
of the inhabitants contorted themselves in the 
hope, that the sole intention of the French wag to 
securie it by palisades, and to erect a platform 
for. a battery upon it, in order to defend the pas^ 
sage; othere suspected the destructive design 
of blowing tip some arches of this noble work. 
Immediately they began to remove from the 
hospitals, the dick sol^ei^ who hadihardly m- 
joyftd a few days of repose, in order to transfer 
theiQ to the pld, town on the right bank of the 
Elbe: which circinn^tanc^ seemed to give .d^il 
greater groijindfof the apprehension of seimig 
the two parts of the city which were so inti- 
mately united, shortly s§pawtte<J, md ithe>inha- 
bitanjts i^d^ed to the, i9/90t oriieli extremities 
by I (^attempt of vigorously id^festdiag the plsoe. 
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The next tnotomg aa unexpected ocdurreiicc 
gkve vent to the seatidieats of uneasiness which 
pervaded apart of th^ inhabitants^r-tmittmeiits 
hejrt alive by an opinion that the Frenth pawa: 
had declined past all poBBibk recoyery. 
. A Saxon hnssar and a drunken Fr^ich soldier 
fell to quarrelling upon the bridge, at no great * 
distance frcmi the spot where the pavement had 
be^ taken up, and where a crowd had collected 
from curiosity since the preceding evening, with- 
out however during to venture any thing but 
slight murmurs, confining themselves to the ex- 
{Hession of their un^isineBs; The two soldiers 
who were disputing came at length to blows> and 
the people took with great clamour the part of 
t^ SaKon hussar. A French officer, who was 
passing, thrust himself through the crowd to learb 
the cause of the disturbance, and send off thie 
drunken soldier, whom they were ill-treatingf. 
The furious mob then turned against the officet, 
abusing and insulting him until tibe city-guard 
came to separate them, and removed the <sol- 
diers who had been the cause of the disorder. ^ 

In the mean time the works at the bridge 
wer$ prosecuted with activity, and the wot^kmem 
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protected by the guard began to dig deepeir on 
the eite of the pier. Spectators, 1^ munbei of 
whom was coAtmusily mcreasmg, assembled in 
the a&eraoon at the entrance of the bridge : at 
finrt they contented themselves with endeorour* - 
mg to anaoy the w<»iEmen ; they htd dbeit 
x^leu, tiiey entangled the cord which was stretch* 
ed across the * way ; they tried to confoae 
them in tfaear calculations. The SaxiOQ offioers, 
who endeayoured to disperse the groupa whidb 
inpeded the work% were disregarded. At last 
the boldest ventured decidedly to (^ose their 
proseention. They anatdied the epade and the 
pielMuie from the hands of llie workmen; the 
sentinels were drirsn back, and a French officer, 
MdM!> drew his swovd on some of the hoters^ 
wmdd have fcXkmtd hia Tokdo to die bottom of 
the Elbe where it was thrown, if some prudent 
spectators and the city-guard, i^^neh came up, 
had not snatched him from the bands of the !«-> 
fiuriated populace. The bridge, the square situ- 
ated between it and die royal palace, the i^igh* 
bouring street m «dnch. General Regnier resided, 
were filled with accomplices in the disturbance, 
offperooDsoolleetedby cmiosity. tins tuinuftttous 
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mob ran up and down, and the impulse became 
more alarming when the workmen appeared 
about to proceed with their labours. In vain did 
the Saxon officers endeavour to tranquillize this 
ungovernable assembly. From the midst of the 
mob was heard from time to time the exclama- 
tion — '' Out with the French/' which was re- 
peated in chorus by the crowd. Every French- 
man who appeared was at least insulted. The 
city-guard which was mounted in the neighbour- 
hood was several times, in vain, invited to take 
a part in the insurrection^ 

In the mean time the Saxon infantry had assem- 
bled in the square between the catholic church 
and die bridge; strong detachments of Saxon 
cuirassiers and of the mounted burgher-guacd 
patroled the bridge and the neighbouring streets 
to disperse the rioters. The drums beat in the 
new town, and the French garrison appeared 
under arms in the main street leading to the 
bridge. By these measures the disturbance 
was suppressed by degrees, especially when 
it appeared that the excavation, which had 
caused so much alarm, was discoaitinued. - But 
at the approach of night the insurrection agaia 
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broke out. The alarming cry of " Out with 
the French; Out with Regnier/' was re-echoed 
on the square near the bridge. A detachment 
of French infentry which endeavoured to make 
its way from the new town to the other side of 
the Elbe, was unable to penetrate through the furii 
ous mob which rushed upon the bridge to meet it, 
and, doubtless, the French soldiers had received 
no orders to employ force. At the same time 
another band presumed to throw stones at the 
windows of the king's palace, and the chateau of 
the Briihl, where the French general-in-chi6f re- 
sided. The crowd assembled round those palaces 
till the moment when the city cavalry and infan- 
try seized on Jhe avenues of the streets. Every 
thing was tranquil in the new town where the 
Frem^h troops remained under arms in the 
streets. The clamour of sedition was still kept 
up around them until about ten o'clock, when 
at length the crowd dispersed without commit- 
ting any farther violence. During the ^ whole 
night, strong patroles of the garrison and of the' 
civic gmaord on horseback traversed the city, and 
a great part of the garrison remained stationed iri 
the streets of Uie new town. • 
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sunx>unded by palisades^ but the works werd 
suspended. 

On the 11th of March, in the afternoon, the 
news was suddenly spread^ that the Russians 
were approaching, who had already, two days 
before, made incursions as far as tihe neighbour^ 
hood of Koenigsbruok, They were not more than 
two leagues distant, and advanced by the Berlin 
road. Immediately every thing was in a bustle* 
the shops were shut up, the drum assembled the 
troops, who had issued out of the gate of the 
new town, and in front of which they drew up; 
Strong parties of cayalry and light infantry ad^ 
vanced upon the woody heights, which extend to 
the north-east of the city, andalong which is the 
course of the military road. The French general 
himself repaired, with his suite, into theplainwhieh 
surrounds the new town, as (far as the most ad* 
vaaced posts. But every thing remained quiet, and, 
at the approach of night, the garrison returned to 
the new town, wh.ere they bivoijiadced in. the 

streets." - • :J"':' 

While i all ^ this was passing, the inhabitants o£ 
:the Qbpital bcicame eictremely uneasy ;:tiieiy had 
"been ipfojnied, thiat .Marshal Davowst, l?rince~ of 
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Eckmuhl, had arrived at Meissen, with his divi- 
sioo, about 12,b00 strong*. Some days before 
ihe Bavarian general, de Rechberg, by order 
of Count Regnier, had made dispositions, which 
announced that the bridge over the Elbe would * 
be burnt. At the request of the council of the 
city, it was granted, that at the approach of 
^e Russians, the small wooden arch only should 
be set on fire, and preparations were made to 
prevent the flames from spreading. But, on the 
arrival of the Prince of Eckmuhl, he immediately 
gave orders that the bridge should be consumed, 
in order to render the passage of the enemy over 
the river more difficult. At midnight, on the 12th 
of March, the flames were seen to arise, which 
CQnsumed this bridge, constructed with much 
art ; a spectacle at once dreadful and sublime f. 
Early in the morning of the following day, the 
Marshal quitted the town, to proceed up the right 
bank of the river, above Dresden, whilst the Ba- 
varians occupied the left bank below Meissen ; 
about 200 French only remained in the town, who 

* The French papers made this diyision amount to 25,000 
men, and a hundred pieces of artiUery ; but U^s was an exagge- 
ration. 

t Appendix, No. III. 
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planted the artillery, which was tnteoid^d to batter 
the wreck of the bridge. ^ready» in the eveojag, 
llie Cossacks appeared upon the right bank# 
in the nearest villages, in front of the town. 

On the same day Davoast entered Dresden 
with his division. Inunediately on his arrival, 
the preparations of defence upon thb bridge, and 
hr the new town, were resumed witk fresh acti* 
vity . An oixler had already been issued that every 
house should be shut up by ten o'clock at night, 
and that all persons found in the streets ^er half- 
past nine should be arrested. Every inhabitant 
who wished to go beyond the French advCmeed 
posts, on the right bank of the Elbe, was obliged 
to fumidi himself with a pas6p<Mrt. Count Regnier 
resigned the command of his division to Cieneral 
Durutte, and quitted the town, when the Marshal 
assumed the chief command. The line of the 
n^ndi advanced posts was extended fartter. On 
the following day, 1^ 14th of March, a part of 
the garrison took the road to Koenigsbrack. Upon 
tlie woody heights about a league from the town, 
an affair of outposts occurred, under the eyes 
of the inhabitants, whom curiosity induced to 
repair in crowds to the neighbourhood of the 
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field of action. On the following day» an order 
from the government forbade the inhabitants from 
venturing to approadi the ontposts. All connex^ 
ion with the right bank of the Elbe was suspended^ 
and even communication with the new town re^^ 
strain^. At the first cannon-shot whidi sdiould 
fall on the right bank of the Elbe, the inhalntasts 
were commanded to retire to their homes *. 

The inconveniencies of a besieged fortress had 
already commenced in the city. The new town, 
wrrounded by palisadoes, was covered by some 
infanmchments, and protected by artillery and a 
strong garrison. No one dared again to impede 
the works at the bridge, which were. not disconti** 
Btted even during the ni^t. Since the 15th of 
Harch, five openings had been dug at regular 
distances, in the pier and the arches which it 
Bustaiiied; these were connected by internal aper«> 
tiures of ooknmuiiication, and about thirty miners 
from Freyberg, directed by officers of artiUery 
and pioneers, had orders to dig into the bed of 
tUs enormous maae of stone. That day and the 
following, the Cossacks, who were skirmiahing 
near the town« were vigorously assailed, one of 
♦ Aypetdix, N(K IV. 
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whom, grievously wounded, was made prisoner, 
and brought into the city, in the midst of a great 
concourse of people ; and the report of cannon 
was heard, especially on the 1 6 th, upon the 
woody heights in the neighbourhood. Indepen- 
dently of the ictive prosecution of the works at 
the bridge, several other movements demonstrated 
that the French general no longer intended to 
occupy the right bank of the river. 

On the 15th, towards night, after the advanced 
posts had been withdrawn, the gate of the new 
tovm^ which leads to the military road of Lusatia, 
was completely shut ; the other, towards Meissen, 
had been closed for some time. 

On the following day, in the afternoon, all the 
troops quartered in the old and new towns, were 
passed in review. The sick had already been 
removed to the new town, upon the left bank of 
the Elbe ; the transportation of provisions thither 
was .begun. The preparations for blowing up the 
pieJr of the bridge were nearly completed. At 
the approach of night they were busied in taking 
down the gilt crucifix, placed upon the basis of a 
rock, above the nearest pier to that which the 
French were about to blow up. The crucifix 
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Kad stood in that situation more than eighty years*. 
During the whole of the night they were remov- 
ing waggons and provisions from the new town; the 
troops were ready to march at a moment's notice. 

On the 20th of March, early in the moniing, a 
printed notice from the municipality was distri- 
buted at every house ; by which the inhabitants 
were apprized, by command of the Prince of 
Eckmuhl; that at the moment when, in the morn- 
ing, they should hear three guns discharged, they 
should; retire into their houses, and shcKild not quit 
them for three hours afterf. linmediately after the 
distribution of this paper, the pieces of artillery, 
which, till then, had been placed near the gates, 
and oh the half-demolished rampai^ts of the oew 
town, were seen traversing, at a full trot, the pier 
of the bridge, which was already charged. Eight 
o'clock being past, three reports of artillery were 
heard, succeeding each other at short intervals. At 

* This crucifix was restored at the end of the year, by the 
Russian authorities, and over the old inscription were placed the 
following words : " Galli dejecerunt die xix. Martis, mpcccxiii.^ 
" Alexander I. restituitdie natali, xxiv. Decembris, mdcccxiii." 
Overthrown by the Gauls, on the 19th of March, 1813 ; restored 
by Alexander I., on the 24th of December, 1813, the anniversary 
of his. birth. 

t Appendix, No. V. 
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that instMt the iohabitei^ts rw here and tbertt 
in the streets. A vngue dpprebensi^Hi of the nus- 
fortunes which thmateaed them, iudiieed um^y to 
shut themselves up iniht^ houses ; ib^ 'grai^t nuBiber 
of others, yi^ding to their curiosity, sought on either 
ha&kfor places where they might behold without 
danger^ the direful spectacle which was in prepa<^ 
ration. 

An undulating flash, as it were, (^ lightning, 
hur sts upwards from the hollowed pier; nthidk 
impke conceals the bridge from every eye* A 
i^ut of fire,ofda3szling whiteness, asceodSs and 
is fioHowed by a ^cplamn of flame ; the p^r siMSis 
to dila^ witii the force of the powder. The 
blaxe penetrates throi^ the chasms of the dis* 
jointed stones ; the nearest arches are raised up. 
These enormous masses are buried ii^- the foamiog 
torrent with the crash of thunder^ anddenae clouds 
of smoke Teil the still yawning abyss which has 
received them *. 

* The construction of the present bridge over the Elbe was 
begun in 1344, the stone bridge before standing having been 
carried away by the breaking up of the frost in the preceding 
year. It originally had twenty-four piers, and was 800 feet 
in length. On the enlargement of the fortifications, th« 
Elector Maurice caused five piers on the left bank to be thr^nvn 
down, and the space they occupied to be filled tip; by thess 
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Canimry to X\m jexpeotation of every o^^, th? 
ii^pc)c wsM^ meonmderBhle, qnd witlippt ipjury (p 
the TwtQf the ^iCice ; ^ the operatipn had heeii 
90 weJI.aFraag^d <hat the greatest impulise rfthp 
poYirder j4K^plfic^ dirf^tly iipw^rds and j^ownwar^f 
Mar^hal DftvoHst.h^d.beyen^mplQr^ tp,spare t|i]Mi 
Qh^d^omnrtQi %i:phiJ;eotore; but neither the prayers 
Qf the Priq^es of the Royal Family, oor even 4\e 
iplicitati^B of the i^iiig JiimMlf, couW dilirert 
him from. an act of viotence, which, according to 
the avawal of well-iofprmed French offioac^, WM 
without an objeet. The bridge being broken, the 
Prinoe of £ckmuhl followed hia army, which vat 

means the mex wap kept back^aad the bridge suf^evted. The 
number of i(s piers were now reduced to nin$^en, and the 
bridge to 600 feet in length. In 1737 two more piers were 
d«8trojedy with a view of gaining ground for the square of the 
^tholic church. This bridge is indebted for its pe^ectionto 
Augustus Il.y who caused the road to be raised and widened, 
foot-ways to be made, and counter arches to be formed at the 
^^Mtto^ of ^e Elbe, with large blocks of freestone. This bridgCi 
now consisting of seventeen piers and sixteen arches, is 550 
paces in length, and i^ furnished with an iron balustrade. Over 
each pier is a semi-circular recess, mtth stone seats. See Hi$r 
torical and Picturesque Description of the Bridge over the Elbe^ 
by E. A. W., with an engraving, by Weit, of the bridge, in^the 
state in wliich it stood when the pier was blown up. Svo. Dres- 
den, 1813. Published by Arnold. At the same bookseller's 
may be had, a print, by Witzani, of the bridge at the moment 
of the explosion. Large folio impressions, plain and coloured. 

H e 
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already marching upon the left bank of the Elbe, 
towards Meissen. About 3,000 French only re- 
mained in Dresden, under the command of Ge- 
neral Durutte, with the Saxons, under General 
Lccocq. A battery was hastily established upon 
the left bank, near the broken arch, in order to 
prevent the passage of the bridge on the other 
side. Pieces were also planted for the defence 
of the river, behind the chateau de Briihl, upon 
the Wailegarteny which rises along the river sides 
like a bastion ; also, on a spot at Frederichstadt, 
where a turn of the river might favour a passage. 
In the new town about 100 men of the light in- 
fantry remained, composed equally of French and 
Saxons, who occupied the gates, and the remains 
of the ramparts ; the rest of the day was past in 
a tranquillity little expected. The inhabitants of 
either side of the city'assembled frequently on th^ 
ramparts near the shore, several of whom found 
themselves separated from their dearest friends ; 
much social intercourse was divided at the same 
time with the bridge. 

In the neighbourhood of the new town, at the 
back of the vineyards and hills covered with 
wood, there were, it appears, on that day but few 
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bf the Russian light cavalry ; the Russian forces 
had marched the day before, towards Meissen and 
along the Elster. But early in the morning of the 
following day, the Cossacks were seen wheeling 
fiiboutnear the city, and approaching the river, at 
the same time out of the reach of fire. Musket- 
shots were discharged on either shore, and of 
the number of inhabitants, which curiosity bad 
drawn together, two were punished for their 
temerity. The Saxon carabineers were posted 
behind the palisades, lying in wait for the Cos* 
sacks, who by their agility were generally enabled 
to avoid the balls; a young Cossack officer, who 
raishly approached too near, was killed by a Sax- 
on; which circumstance, it is said, irritated the 
Russians extremely. In the course of the day, 
the French commandants received a summons to 
evacuate the town, with which they refused to 
comply. The government exhorted the inhabitants 
of the old town, to remain quiet in their houses, 
.in case the enemy should attempt^ to ap- 
proach and disturb the left bank ; it was declared 
that those who should stroll near the troops, 

• Appendix, No. VI. 
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shotiM be treated as spits, tod tliit the lioldierd 
fcad drders to fire tfpoh stich Assemblagefs of 
j^ersons, as did not disperse" at tfie firist reqtiiisi^ 
tion. 

On Sunday the 2^1 st toward* tio6ri, Cdlonel 
0avid6fF, cbmnidiidihg i^cHi of the G6AsackA 
Which formed part of Geiiefttl tf^irt5iingfer6de'd 
division MM att (/f^er to' Gfe6eral Le^ocq, t6 
9tn!hbi6ii hJtfi to evictratef the city. At <he; i^ame 
titae k dtrohg division' of Co^sackd advanced by 
the Gi^odsenheih rdAd cHrerf the heights, and came 
in «ight of the dity. Th6 ^Ce Was ^ened to the 
Rrf*sia(n messengers baring the flttg 6f triifcif ; they 
Baade' thSfoiigh' thfe <5r0i;frd, thstt was atff«et6d' by 
euri6sity attd the finfenissr of the wither. The 
people received the?A(i With acckinatJons, t6 Whi6h 
they f&^SM by friendly greetings, arid fe'paited 
\^ith the S^x6n officers, depdted t6^ ent^r' uptfti 
the hegbtia«i6&s to ai lone aiid retired hbiiil^, 
imhm tha CirCtit tif th«l rainparts. Sdrttt hdvits 
anet Colonel Datvidoff C'*Oss€fd th6 Elbe Wiiidfold, 
Cdridticted by thtf Sax6ns ; and befoi*e night, edfl- 
6ltid6a k tbrneniioiL With G^^H&rahi t)utatte 
and Lecocq, by the mediation of the Immediate 
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CMimswm^ whidi treaty was published the 
Qeext iiK»riung l^ the municipality*. It was 
agreed that cm the following day at noon, the 
Rusaians should occupy the new town ; but that 
a truce should take place, by virtue of which ne 
boetility should be committed witUn the distance 
of a league above and below Dresden; that 
dfter twelve o'clock, all oommunieation should 
cease between the two divisions of the city, and 
that whoever crossed the Elbe should be treated 
as a spy. 
, The river, wluch had been fw some time totally 
deserted, now presented for sieveral hours a very 
animated picture ; embarkationa were hattening 
from one side to the other; any hihabitant 
having a ticket from the commaiMlant, was allow- 
ed to cross the Elbe. Duting the two first days^ 
scarcely any persons passed over but the offioera 
and the guards which had been withdrawn: 
the citksenisi obtuned permission to cross only in 
cases of urgent necessity. At noon, all persons 
who had embaiked, agmn repaited to the kft 
bank. The Cossacks forming the advanced 
guard of General Win»]^gerode's division, made 
• Appendix, No. VII. 
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their entry into the new town singing. The 
little garrison near the gate, was under arms 
during the march ; and as soon as it had with^ 
drawn all its posts, it retired with beat of drum 
to the left bank. In a short time the streets 
wore the appearance of a camp ; in every place 
appeared large white pyramids formed by the 
pikes of the Cossacks; some of these bearded 
warriors lay extended upon straw, others were 
busied with their horses, which were gauged 
along the houses at mangers hastily prepared. 
The city which had been deserted, soon assumed 
a more lively aspect. A troop of peasants bend^ 
ing under their baskets, had preceded the Co8-» 
sacks; taking advantage of the time when the 
gates were opened, which had been shut for five, 
days past. The market was filled with people 
at a very unusual hour, and in the new tovm 
plenty succeeded to famine; while in the old^ 
certain articles of consumption bore an extrata- 
gant price. It was amusing to observe the 
manners of the Cossacks ; still more. so as the3e 
temperate and gentle warriors were not trouble- 
some guests, either in the field or in the towns. If 
a Cossack had a plentiful ration of brandy, bread. 
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herring and onions allotted to him, he was con^ 
tented; if to these was added a bit of boiled 
fish, he became a happy man. For these religi- 
ous observers of Lent, would not for the world 
have touched meat. The Cossacks, young and 
old, are distinguished by a great partiality for 
children; they played with them, and bore all 
the sallies of their petulance without ever being 
out of humour : they would carry them in their 
arms for hours together, caressing them, and 
speaking to them in Russ, and endeavouring to 
make them prattle *. Before sun- set they comr 
monly assembled in groups, for the purpose of 
singing their hymns or warlike songs; the me- 
lody of which is often very expressive. The 
ablest singer stands in the centre and leads the 
rest. Before the gates of the city, the most 
active were seen dancing to the sound of a 

* A striking Uait of this amiable propensity in the rugged 
warriors of the norths is personally known to the Editor of this 
Edition. When the band of Cossacks, which preceded the 
entry of the Allied sovereigns into London in the year 1814, 
were descending Blackheath-hill, a Cossack, obserting an 
interesting little boy, about 3 years of age, in the crowd, alights 
ed from his horse, placed him on the saddle, and, remounting, 
carried the child before him a considerable distance, to the great 
delight of his father and the spectators. 
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wretched mlio. During these dances, they place 
themselves in such attitudes as, from the particu- 
lar make of their clothes, are not decorous for 
every eye. 

On the very same day that the Cossacks en- 
tered the new town, the garrison of the old was 
diminished; General Lecoeq had received an 
Mdet from the King to repair to Torgau, with the 
Saxons whom he commanded: this monarch 
summoned the Saxon cavalry under the command 
of (General de Liebenau, to repair to him at 
Pkuen, where they did the duty of his escort. 

On the 23rd of May, the garrison was aug- 
mented by the Bavarians, who till that time had 
remained at Meissen. The greater part of the 
Cossacks encamped in the neighbourhood of the 
new town, and in the villages on the right bank 
of the river, where they were daily reinforced. 
Here they were appointed to wait for the in* 
^try and artillery, who were advancing by easy 
journeys. Colonel Brendel had the chief com- 
mand in the new town. From Dresden towards 
Pilnitz, the Russians had placed white flags upon 
the territory of the line comprised in tibe truce 
b^re mentioned. 
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Siiiee the bridges of Meisiieii and Dresden^ hod 
been hnpracticabrl^, there was no: other com-* 
Branieation all aloflg the coarse of the Kbe 
between the two banks^ than the fortified bridge 
of Wittenberg, and that of Torgao, near which 
Gtenera^l Tboeknal*! fa^d caused another bridge of 
boats to be ccmstructed under the guns of the 
fortress. The Elbe, theirefore, separated th« 
country into two pdriiej, one of which was in; the 
power of the AlUes.* No prorince of Saatony had 
yet been the scene of aoy remavkabie engage* 
ffi;6nt, and yet this cotmtry had siiiered more 
than duriitg the two last wars which had been so 
fsltal for her. Th^ preparations for the defenet 
^ the Elbe hsed required painftr) sacrifices. The 
productiire narigdtioft of that rirer/ which is ge« 
n^fraliy covered wifth boats^ £roin the frontiers cvf 
Bdhetnfk to Magdebourg, had been for a long 
fittj« i^uspeifided^ the best boats having been 
bOMt. The considerable supplies of grain, made 
to the French Armies in the circles of Leipsie 
sind Wittenberg, h^d exhausted the bam«^ of 4;he 
bwlbattdme]:! who, for completion of the calamity, 
h^d beett kept from the ploughi by continual 
requisitidils for horisei^. The perpetual transit of 



108 CAMPAIGN IN SAXONY, 

the troops was an insupportable burthen to the 
inhabitants, already ruined by the increasing 
dearness of provisions ; contagious diseases were 
dwindling down the population in many districts. 
If an obstinate defence of the Elbe near Meissen 
and Dresden had obliged the Russian and Prus- 
sian armies to remain much longer oh the right 
bdnk. Saxony would thenceforth have expe- 
i^enced all the evils to which at a later period 
she became the prey ; the measures which were 
adopted discovered very soon, that the positions 
above mentioned, were tpo weakly defended 
long to hold out. Already, artillery belong- 
ing to the French and Saxons, had beefli with- 
drawn from the old town. Many sick persons, 
even in a dying condition, had been removed into 
Ereyberg, Augustusburg, arid even Thuringia; 
and, on the occupation of the new town by the 
Russians, carriages had been put in requisition 
as speedily as possible, for the purpose of remov- 
ing all those who could bear the transportation. 

On the 24th of March, in the afternoon, a great 
part of the Cossacks who were encamped in 
the neighbourhood of Dresden and along the 
Elbe, upon the road to Pilnitz, advanced. They 
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gaily followed the chorus of singers, who, ac« 
cording to the custom of their country, opened 
the march. The magnificent view of the Elb- 
thai, which may be enjoyed from those heights^ 
seemed to augment the gaiety of these children 
of the Don and the Ural. A report was circu- 
lated that they would endeavour to cross the 
river near Pilnitz, because in that place there was 
but a very inconsiderable force to defend the right 
bank. Colonel Brendel sent an officer to the old 
town, the same evening, to declare the termina* 
tion of the truce. 

On the following day, the municipality ac- 
quainted the inhabitants with this event *, and en- 
joined them to retire to their houses, as soon as 
the tumult of arms should announce to them the 
resumption of hostilities ; in order that the troops 
might not be incommoded in their movements, nor 
the lives of the citizens endangered. In the 
mean time, every thing remained in a state 
of tranquillity on either shore. But a report 
was spread that the Russians had succeeded in 
crossing the Elbe, above and below Dresden. 

On the 26th of March, the French conimand" 

• Appendix, No. yiil. " * ' 
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boatmen and fishermen had drawn up from their 
concealment under water. The inhabitants on 
either side saluted each other with joy. The next 
business was to restore the communication between 
the two shores. A bridge of rafts, thrown across 
above the city, was completed on the 28th. Some 
days after, a second bridge was finished, half a 
league below the city. Another bridge of planks, 
thrown over to replace the broken arch, required 
more time ; this was not finished till the 7th of 
the following month. The boatmen were delighted 
with a delay so much to their advantage, for no 
one was permitted to pass the bridge of rafts, in- 
tended peculiarly for the use of the army, except 
those citizens who were provided with a ticket^ 
sealed by Colonel Brendel ♦. 

As soon as the bridge of rafts was completed, 
the division of General Winzingerode, whose arr 
tillery had remained for some days on the right 
bank, crossed the Elbe. A part of the cavalry of 
that division set out on the two last days of March, 
and traversed Meissen, in order to proceed to the 
Mulde. The general himself, with his staflF, rcr 
paired to the old town, while the new was resign- 

* The seal was a copy of a caricature ridiculing Buonaparte. 
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cd to the Prussians as their head-qnarters. The 
Prussian army, under the command of Blucher, 
which had been quartered in the villages along 
the road to Bautzen and the environs of Koenigs* 
bruck, soon joined the Russians. Marshal Blu- 
cher in person came to Dresden on the same 
day, with the Princes William, Augustus, and 
Frederick, of Prussia, and Prince Charles of 
Mecklenburg Strelitz. The Prince Royal of 
Prussia arrived the following day. A large por-. 
tion of the allied army marched forward on the 
Freyberg road. The Prussian head-quarters 
1>roke up on the 5th of April for the last-mentioned 
town. A Russian commandant de place remain- 
ed at Dresden. Up to the 16th of April, several 
divisions of Prussian troops crossed the Elbe; 
the finest of these corps are the foot guards, the 
grenadiers of eastern Prussia, and several superb 
regiments of cavalry. The composition of the 
chasseurs of the guard afforded some idea of the 
sacrifices which Prussia had made, and of the 
spirit which had been diffused through all classes 
of the inhabitants. Nearly a thousand young 
persons, in the number of whom were seen the 
sons of the best families, marched with ardour 

VOL. IL I 
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to the contest, and of these but a few hundreds 
escaped death. The divisions of volunteers, 
clothed in black, v^rere still more numerous; dif- 
ferent provinces had united to raise them; the 
greater part of these young persons had quit- 
ted the peaceful halls of the colleges and univer* 
sities ; several distinguished men of letters, for 
instance. Messieurs Steffens and Jahn, repaired, 
among the number of the officers, to the field of 
honour. The word of command was received^ 
by the young soldier, from that mouth which 
bad instructed him on the forms of the schooK 
These volunteers ardently desired to be en-* 
gaged, but they did not yet appear accustomed 
to severe discipline ; and several of them were of 
such a tender age, that it could not be expected 
they would long be able to support the fatigues 
of war. The number of young persons who, fired 
by existing circumstances, had followed the army 
from Silesia, but whose strength did not equal 
their enthusiasm, was, I believe, very consider- 
able« A boy of ten years of age was seen, at 
Dresden, supplicating the officers, with tears in 
his eyes, to receive him among the volunteers ; and 
if he was not old enough to carry a musket, to 
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^ve him at least a drum ; every one, of course, 
rejected him, for he was not even strong enough 
to serve as a drummer, but he still persisted in 
his request. Another child, who had eloped from 
Breslau to follow the army, was advertised by his 
parents in the public papers. 

The continued passage of troops, which re- 
commenced, owing to the movements of the Rus- 
sian and Prussian combined armies, so oppressed 
the householders, that, for the first time at Dres- 
den, the equitable measure was adopted, of 
making their lodgers contribute to the support of 
the foreign troops. This measure was put in force 
soon after the arrival of the first division. The 
first step for the relief of the householders was 
the obligation imposed on their lodgers to pay 
them an extraordinary contribution, for the pur- 
pose of enabling them to meet the expenses oc- 
casioned by supplying quarters to the military, 
from the 10th to the 20th of March. Two days 
later a provisionary regulation took place, by 
which householders were empowered to send a 
part of the soldiers to their lodgers, in case a 
number should be quartered on them, exceeding 

half the ordinary quota, fixed on for their respec- 

1 1 
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tive houses. Some months after this regulation 
was rescinded by another, which remained con- 
stantly in force; this prescribes that the number 
exceeding the ordinary quota, shall be at the 
common charge of the inhabitants of the house, 
including the landlord ; and that any. number ex- 
ceeding treble the ordinary qucrta, aswallas.the 
number conformable thereto, shall be at the 
landlord's sok expense*. The distribution of 
the soldiers quartered among the lodgers was 
made in proportion to the rent which they paid ; 
this scale may easily give rise to a ilistribution 
very ill proportioned to the fortune of the inha- 
bitants, as, indeed, was frequently tl^ case. - 

The interpreters, (every one being so styled, 
who knew but a few words of the Russian lan- 
guage, or even of the Polish only), could not 

•r • — ; •■ — r-: : : ii: .. ' . ■ ■ 

* Each house is rated conformably witli the roll, entitled^ ** Of 
the Service/' In a town the landlord is obliged to pay twelve 
groschen for every 1,000 thalers of the value of his house; in the 
suburbs the proportionate qupta is eighteen g^oscbe^. By means 
oif this emendatory regulaticin, the citizen, in time of peace, is 
exonerated from all military quart^rmgs ; in time of. war, he is 
only required to supply house-room to the spldiers. ^ In case of 
the march of foreign troops, each householder in the city is 
obliged to quarter a man per 1,000 thalers ; and, in the suburbs, 
one per 800 thalets. 
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prevent all the iAconTcniences that arose from 
the difficulty wlii^h persons experienced in re- 
ciprocally understanding each other, and the 
numerous Tocabularies, furnished by the presses 
of Leipsic and Berlin, were but poor resources. 
Immediately on the arrival of the Prussian 
general in chief, two proclamations were issued 
in Dresden, each dated from Buntzlau, the 23rd 
of March^ and signed Blucher ^, The first, which 
bears the title, *' To the Inhaiitcmts of S^ony,^' 
exhorts them to join the Prussians, to raise the 
standard of insurrection against the foreign op- 
pressor, and be free. It promises them ** to 
administer, in the name of the King of Saxony, 
who is in the power of a foreigner, and not in a 
condition to make a free choice, the government 
of those provinces of the kingdom, which fortune, 
the stiperiority of the Prussian arms, arid the 
valour of her warriors, may cause to submit tb 
Prussia; It requires that Saxony should satisfy 
the r^sonable wants of the soldiers, and assures 
the observance of the strictest discipline.^ 

The second proclamation t> addressed to the 
troops under his orders, exhorts the Prussian 

• Appendix, No. IX. t Appendix, No. X. 
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warriors '' to treat the Saxons with mildness, 
and to consider them as destined shortly to b^ 
come their Allies ;'* a hope is expressed^ that the 
inhabitants of Saxony will readily satisfy the mo- 
derate demands of the Prussians, arising from 
dispositions wisely adopted for the general be- 
nefit. 

The wants and requisitions of the Prussians, 
were explained in a more definite manner in the 
negotiations which the general in chief had 
opened with the Immediate Commissian, but 
his pretensions were such, that the Commission 
represented it to be a very difficult, not to say 
absolutely impossible, matter, to satisfy such 
demands, in a country already exhausted by all 
the burthens of war, and the greater part of 
which was occupied by the belligerent powers* 
General Blucher declares in bis letter to th^ 
Immediate Commission, that the sacrifices required 
of the Saxons, are infinitely less than those which 
his fellow-countrymen joyfully accede to, in order 
to recover their independence; that he has np 
intention of requiring a gratuitous supply of the 
wants of the army ; that he flatters himself with 
the hope that in a treaty which may be concluded 
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between the two neighbouring states^ an in^ 
demnity will shortly be decreed. He declares 
that such supplies as are not absolutely necessary 
at the moment, shall be dispensed with, until 
the Prussian Monarch shall have given his de- 
termination ; but that to abate the smallest iota 
of any of the articles required by urgent ne- 
cessity, would be to &il in the duty imposed on a 
general, of supporting his army. Lastly, he re- 
proaches the Immediate Commmion, that the me^ 
morials presented by them to him, are couched 
in a style little suitable to the occasion; that 
they begin to manifest in the negotiations a sort 
of asperity, which he will not allow in the au- 
thorities under his jurisdiction. This letter was 
printed in the journal called the Dresdner An* 
zeigen*. In spite of the representations of the 
commissioners, a Prussian guard was established 
before the door of the printing-house, where 
it remained until the paper was printed and 
circulated. 

It was not difficult for an impartial observ6r 
to remark, that these steps of the general, the 
prospect of the establishment of a foreign ad* 

* Appendix, No. XI. 
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ministration, and the approaching occupation of 
the circle of Gottbus, which had bfeen declared, 
produced a very bad effect on the Saxons in 
general*. 

It is affirmed that the Russians themselveer 
were but ill satisfied with several of these 
measures, and with the tone which prevailed ia 
certa&i pioclamatioiis ; and if it hb considered 
that their views were widely different, the asser^ 
tion will wrar an appearance of probability. 

It is also said, that they were equally dis- 
pleased with ^' An address to the people of 
Saxony t»" inserted in the Leipsic Gazette, 
through the influence of the Prussian govern* 
ment, which contains eiscpressions to the follow- 
ing import : ' *' We will not suspend our swords 
in the oaken forests of the emancipated country, 
until we behold the mountains of the Rhine, and 
the German banners waving on the territory of 
France/' Expressions which pointed but the 
frontiers thenceforth to be assigned as legitimate 
to France. According to the appeal of Kutusoff 

to the Germans, the Russians would not how- 
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ever undertake any thiog hostile to the Frendi 
territory*. 

t Of all the addresses and appeals which ap* 
peared from that moment, accompanied by war* 
like songs and pam]Alets» under which all the 
presses groaned^ and which were sent from the 
Oder and the Spree to t}ie Elbe, to excite the 
Saxons to take up arms, none are more re« 
markable than the two signed-Wittgenstein. The 
first:}:, which appeared at Berlin on the 28rd 
of March, leaves the Saxons the dioice of the 
firatemal embrace, or the point of the sword, and 
invites them to the Prussian ranks; the other, 
which General Wittgenstein published on the 
30th of March^ at Belzig, at the time when he 
first set foot on the Saxon territory, makes the 
fate of the crown depend upon the Saxon 
people. 

The concurrence of the Saxons at this critical 
juncture, appeared by no- means an indifferent 

• Appendix, Nor. XrV. 

t These, widi ma^y othei eurioas ]^ec^, may be foupd u» thtf 
pamphlet, entitled " A Collection of all the Pieces officially 
published during the war of 1 8 1 3.*^ Arnold, Dresden, 1813. 
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matter, either for Saxony herself, or the other 
countries which might be influenced by her ex- 
ample. Although all imaginable means were 
employed to gain over the Saxons, it was main- 
tained that evety attempt to prevail on the nation 
to take a share in the alliance would be vain, so 
long as the King should not withdraw his first 
declaration, in which he manifested sentiments 
so contrary to those now desired from the people. 
It was suspected with reason, that the nation 
at large partook of its sovereign's view of affiiirs, 
and that they did not refrain from making a com- 
mon cause for the general interests of Germany^ 
merely on his account. To this the Allies re- 
plied, that the King would not delay to explain 
himself in a very different light, and that it could 
not for a moment be doubted, but he inteuded to 
join the coalition. Indeed several of the mea- 
sures which were taken, were calculated to de- 
ceive the eye of a superficial observer, and make 
him believe that negotiations were on foot> the 
issue of which was by no means doubtful. Thus, 
from the first days of the arrival of the Russians 
and Prussians at Dresden, it was declared, that 
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in consequence of an order of the day of the 2nd. 
of April*, common to both armies, the allied 
troops were enjoined^ in case they encountered 
the Saxons, not to fire upon them ; but, on the 
contrary, to receive them with every kind of pre- 
possession in their favour. But whilst^ on the one 
hand, they endeavoured to draw the nation over, 
on the other, they indulged in repulsive incon- 
sistencies. The weekly publication of M. de 
Kotzebue gave extraordinary disgust, on ac- 
count of the abuse which it contained against the 
King ; and indeed it appears that the author made 
a recantation of his offensive paragraphs, in con* 
sequence of instructions he received from supe« 
rior authority. It was reported from time to 
time, that within a short period, the King would 
return to his capital ; and these rumours, singular 
as they might istppear, gained credit. When the 
sovereign quitted his states and took up his re- 
sidence at Ratisbon, on the 30th March, his return 
to Dresden became still more unlikely. This, how- 
ever, did not prevent a report from being spread, 
a few moments after the arrival of the King of 
Prussia and the Emperor of Russia, that the King 
• Appendix, No. XVII. 
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had invited, those Monarchs to bis domimoni. 
When, however, it was known he had set ^ut on 
the 27th <rf April for Prague, conjecture took 
another turn.: 

On the very day of the appearance of the de^ 
cree above-mentioned in favour of^ the Saxon 
soldiers^ it was agreed to publish ^n address 
of the Russian Colonel de Heydeaken'^, com^ 
mandant of Dresden ; the substance of which 
was, that in conseqjaence of the decisions^ of the 
higher powers, all communicatioiy was broken off 
with the countries^ unoccupied by the aflied arniieg» 
or with those which were neutral ; that every 
man who should form or continue connexioBS 
with those countries, would be brought before a 
court-martial, as having infringed the orders of 
the allied army. This notice was mserted in the 
Dresdner Jnzeigen, and ,waa also about to be 
posted up ; when it wa& suppressed, and-al) tiie 
copies seized. Nevertheless, every exertion was^ 
used to- prevent the communication forl^dden 
by tibiat decree ; and it was resolved that all th^ 
letters which were despatched from Dresden, or 
arrived there, should undergo an examination ; 

• Appendix, No. XVIII. 
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a Russian agent, lodged at tlie post-office, was 
intrusted with the inspection of correspondence. 
Although some indulgence was shewn, especially 
for trade, this regulation deranged the necess&ry 
measured of the merchatats for the fair of Leipsic, 
to which the Allies had expressly promised 
they would present no kind- of ofoaytacle. 

Although the Allies took adrantage of the re* 
sources of the country, by making considerable 
requisitions for supplying the wants of their 
army^ the administration which had been an* 
Qounced still delayed to form itself. M. de 
Stein *, whom Kutusoffhad pointed out in his last 
address, as a functionary appointed to maintain 
order in the direction of the afiairs of the country, 
had arrived at Dredden in quality of President of 
the council of administration, appointed by the 
allied Powers ; the establishment of the adminis* 
tration was, notwithstanding, still deferred. The 
councillors of state, Shcene and Rhcediger, had 
been joined to Stein; Professor Amdf #on Greis- 
swalde, who accompanied him, continued tohct 
at Dresden, in consequence of the ^rinciplies 
which he had professed in his tracts on the 

•Appendix, No. XIX. 
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landwehr and land-sturm, (the militia and /ety 
en masse.) By the special delegation of this 
council, it was to have communication with the 
different authorities, especially concerning the 
finances, the volksbewaffnung, (general arming 
of the people or levy en masse,) the security, 
maintenance, and recruiting of the army, powers 
which could not but impede the measures of the 
Immediate Commission for Saxony. 

It is true that the establishment of an adminis- 
tration for Saxony, appointed by the Allies, was 
then spoken of in more positive terms, also the 
organization of the volksbewaffnung; but it ap- 
peared that they wished to await the success of 
that kind of negotiation, which had been set on 
foot before they came to decisive measures. Un- 
expected events had also frustrated a number of 
projects, and the plan which had been formed 
remained unexecuted ; they stopped at the mere 
preparation of it, and were contented with levying 
considerable sums on the country. 

In order to take advantage of the warlike ardour 
which addresses and innumerable appeals had 
lighted up in the breast of youth, a sort of office 
for recruits was established at Dresden, at the 
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head of which Baron Burstini> captain of the 
Prussian cavalry, was placed. As soon as that 
officer arrived in the capital of Saxony, he pub* 
lished an invitation to all persons to join them- 
selves to the combatants, then estimated at 1,400 
men, infantry and cavalry, in arms for the mcred 
cause^ and to contribute towards the arming and 
equipment of those who were in poor circum- 
stances. The town of Bischofswerda* concurred 
in supporting the good cause ; and it is pretend* 
ed, not without some probability, that this measure 
drew on it the misfortune it some time after ex^ 
perienced. 

The proclamations which had been read, and 
the state of the French army that had crossed the 
Rhine, composed only of divisions, weak in num-^ 
bers, might well authorize the conjecture that the 
combined army would wage an offensive war ; that 
it would advance rapidly pn Thuringia or Fran^ 
conia ; it happened quite otherwise. That armyi, 
in the be^nning of April, was slowly making* its 
way between Rochlitz, Altenberg, and Chemnitz; 
the second Russian army, under the command of 
General Miloradowitsch, advanced as slowly by 
* Appf XX. and XXI. 
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way of Upper Lusatia. A strong division of Cos- 
eacks, which arrived at Dresden on the 15th of 
April, and remained there two days, again opened 
the march. On the following day, the first divi- 
sion of the army, composed of infantry, as wiell as 
cavalry, with swarms of Calmucks, entered the 
city. On Easter-eve, a long file of waggons, 
suttlers' carriages, and empty carts, led by Rus- 
sian peasants, presented to the spectators the 
image of an Asiatic army ; the night had closed 
in, and the eye could not discover the end of the 
column of march. The rear of the army was com- 
posed of some divisions of excellent cavalry, and 
pulks of Cossacks of the Don and the Ukraine, 
habited in mantles of an ash-coloured stufi^, and 
caps of felt of the same hue, ornamented with a 
metal cross. The whole were followed by a nu- 
merous artillery. On the 20th, another division 
of infantry came up. The Prussian journals esti- 
mated this army at 10,000. I think it could 
hardly be much stronger. I was struck with the 
numerous cavalry attached to it, which appeared 
disproportionate in number to the inlantry. The 
free corps, and regiment o^ Lutgow, about 2,000 
strong, formed of the Russian prisoners of war^ 
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whom the King of Prussia had armed and equip- 
ped, were incorporated in it. The light infantry, 
who had remained quartered in Moldavia and 
Wallachia, had a more savage appearance even 
than those Russians which had hitherto been seen 
at Dresden. These men, difficult to please, 
proved very incommodious guests to the citizens ; 
still more so to the peasantry, who, from their re- 
mote situation, must necessarily have experienced 
much greater difficulty in obtaining redress of their 
grievances from the government, than the inha- 
bitants of towns. . The parti-coloured image of a 
Russian saint, stuck in the corner of the room on 
the eastern side, which had often softened the 
savage tempers of the other Russians, sometimes 
fiuled of its due effect on the newcomers. 

Those who have seen these savage beings 
alarm female modesty in the streets of the capital, 
will not think the assertion improbable, that the 
young girls sought refuge even in the flues of the 
chimneys, from their brutality. 

From that time, news was received, of the most 
afflicting nature, from Lusatia and the circle of 
Misnia, which these troops had traversed. Al- 
though arrangements had been made in the poorest 

VOL. II. K 
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countries of Lusatia, by which the peasantry re- 
ceived a portion of their indemnity in advance, it 
often happened that the troops, on their arrival, 
foupd the villages deserted^ as the inhabitants had 
saved themselves in the woods, with their child- 
ren, cattle, apd eflfects. The knout and the cane, 
it is trae, often did justice for the excesses com- 
mitted by the soldiers ; still the discipline of the 
I^ussians hardly deserved even partial commenda- 
tion, whilst the good conduct of the Prussians was 
always conspicuous ; indeed, the citizens and 
pea&^antry united in extolling it. 

During this ever*increasing confusion, the air 
of neatness which had hitherto distinguished 
Dresden, had for some time disappeared. The 
last traces of it were effaced, when the Cossacks 
and the Calmucks established their bivouacs in the 
streets and suburbs of the city, and when the 
porche? of the houses had been converted into 
stables. 

At length, about the 21st of April, the rear* 
guard of General Miloradowitsch joined his divi- 
i^iou ; the slowness of the march, doubtless, was 
occasioned by the difficulty experienced in mov* 
ing such immense inasses. However, those who 
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aBcrihad it tathe want of harmooy in the AUieSj^ 
were not entirely mistaken. Whilst the Pnissians 
marchied with enthiisiasm to the fight, and already 
saw their victorious eagles hovering on the banks 
of the Sikale, where they were to avenge so many 
outrages, and whence they were to take their 
flight towards the banks of the Rhine« inspiring 
glorious recollections, their Allies appeared to 
pass the boundaries of the Elbe with regret ; they 
often said to those who composed the very 
soul of the anny» that they were not now fighting 
for their own cause, as their safety wa^ no longer 
^ipenaced by the French 9nns ; that they now 
drew the swcurd in the quarrel of Germany, and 
that the Gennans ought to approve themselves 
worthy of their assistance. 

The news of the engagements forming the 
preliide of the graqd struggle which was about to 
take place in Thunngia, was already spread, when 
the Allied Monatchs arrived at Dresden with 
th»z guard ;- the Emperor came, on the 20th of 
Apra, to Goerlitz ; on the satoe day, he removed his 
head-quarters to Mengelsdorf, near Beichenbacfa ; 
and, after having visited the Brudergemcinde (the 
Society of Brethren,)>t Hermhut, be had pursued; 
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his way, on the 27 th, through Bautzen, to Rade- 
berg, where he passed the night before his arrival 
at Dresden. The King of Prussia had quitted 
Goerlitz on the 23rd, and repaired on the same 
day to the White-Hart Inn, two leagues from 
Dresden, where he slept. 

On the following morning, before day-break, the 
road was covered with a long file of waggons, 
drawn by a superfluous number of horses, by the 
side of which appeared great dogs, whose pointed 
noses and long tails shewed that they were of 
Kamtschatkan breed. The spectators pressed in 
crowds upon the high road to Bautzen, which 
the Russian guard had lined from the dawn 
of day, amusing the curious multitude with 
their warlike music. 

The Emperor and the King joined each other 
on the high road, at no great distance from 
the city; and when they had shaken hands^ 
they mounted their horses, and repaired, at th^ 
head of their respective guards, to the gate 
where two columns had been erected, linked by 
festoons of flowers. The monarchs were received 
by the members of the municipality, apd the eccle- 
siastics of the three different sects. Young ladies, 



IN THE YEAR 1813. 133 

dressed in white, bearing baskets of flowers, 
fonned a double line, and when two of these bad 
presented some verses to the Sovereigns, the whole 
scattered flowers in their path. Alexander and Fre- 
derick returned their gracious salutations to the ac- 
clamations of the multitude, and slowly advanced, 
with their numerous retinue, to the ringing of bells, 
through the lane formed by the militia of the 
country. Who would have thought, at that moment, 
when the chosen troops of the North appeared tp 
be making their triumphal entry upon a way strewi 
withflowers, that, fifteen days later, the same bells, 
at the very same hour, would announce an entry 
of a very different description. The column of 
march was formed of twenty- three chosen batta- 
lions of the; Russian guard, two battalions of Prus- 
sian infantry,: and sixty pieces of cannon, altoger 
jthte about 16,000 men. The King of Prussia fol- 
lowed 'the Emperor into the old town, where the 
two sovereigns made the troops defile before them, 
before they retired to the respective hotels 
which had been prepared for them. The ol4 
town and its environs were filled with Russian 
troops ;: the new town, in which was the hotel 
inhabited by the King of Prussia, was occupied by 
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the Prussian guard. In the evening, both quar- 
ters of die city were illuminated. 

The words, " Deliver us froM evil T formed 
one of the inscriptions displayed, and this prayer 
was repeated in various forms. 

On the following morning, the Russians cele- 
brated Easter. At break of day, the soldiers 
appeared most carefUlly dressed, and the Gos- 
ilacki^, the strictest observers of the religious rites 
of their country, wfere especially observed pur- 
chasing eggs to present to their comnide8,^r milk 
to prepare the Pttsthtp, or feast of Penteoost. The 
Russians every where were seen aecosting each 
other iu the stireets, without distinction of rank, 
with the salutatioh, Cbristos woshresy *' Christ is 
risen," which wai^ foUoVred by the reply IsHnnoe 
MmkteSf "Yes, truly, he is risen." In this manner 
the elegantly^dresfied officer saluted the bearded 
Cdssaek, covered with his mantle of stuff. Thi 
Bmj^^ror hiinself did honour to this custom of hili 
country, and having, iiftet iliidnight, ai&i^isted tft 
the solemn mass of Eitster, in the Gr^^M chapel 
prepared in an apartment of the Bruhl palace^ 
which he inhabited, he addressed this pious sa^ 
liiialtion tO'all the offieoj^ present. /Fbe* feMt of 
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Easter morning was celebrated by the prfests of 
several Russian regiments, in another chapel pre- 
pared at the residence of Prince Maximilian. It is 
said, that Easter was celebrated in the same man* 
ner in all the other towns of Saxony, in which 
any Russian &oops were quartered : but no part 
of the observance of this festival wsls so remark* 
able as at Grossenhain, where, at the request of 
the Russian commandant, it was solemnized in a 
Protestant church ; an ecclesiastic of the place, 
who presided, found means to make it as edifying 
to his parishioners, as ii was to the strangers ^/~ 

At Dresden, the splendour of this solemnity was 
increased by the brilliant parade in which the^ 
two sovereigns appeared on foot ; some generals, 
and othet English officers 6f rank, w^e seen iii 
the suite of Hke Emperor Alexander; but the 
most striking occurrence for the inhabitants ol' 
the capital was to see, in the midst of the Rus- 
sian officers. General Thielmami, Commandant of 
Torgau, who had been presented to the Emperor. 
At nobn, Alexander and' Frederick William 
mounted th^it horses, to repair to the kussian 
^ky^f,-3.t the Head of wUch the Grand Dttke> 

* Appendix, No. XXIL 



196 CAMPAIGN IN SAXONY, 

Ck>D8taiitine« who had arrived the day before at 
Pihiitz, made his entry into . Dresden. This 
body was composed of about 7,000 chosen 
men, and brought with it twenty pieces of can- 
non. On the same day, the battalion of dacal 
Saxony came up, formed of the troops of Weimar, 
Gotha, and Hilburghausen, who had surrendered 
themselves to the Prussians in Thuringia, and to 
whom the latter had restored their arms and ar- 
tillery at Altenberg. This battalion defiled, 
with drums beating, before the hotel occupied by 
the King of Prussia, and was reviewed by the 
two monarchs; the next morning it marched for 
Silesia, in order, as the Prussian account9 ex* 
press it, " to fight jointly with other Germans, for 
the common cause of their nation, and to con<- 
tribute its efforts to deliver their sovereign froo^ 
a disgraceful oppression." 

On the following days, tip to the 28th of April, 
several Russian regiments, aj^d, among others^ 
superb tuirassiers, and a numerous, ardUeryi 
crossed the Elbe, and afterwards advanced upon 
the road to Nossen : these troops composed the 
rear of the Russian army, which n^ght be about 
60,000 strong. 
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The two monarchs lived in a very plain man- 
ner, and distinguished themselves by the most 
amiable affability. Both appeared in public with* 
out any display of grandefur. Alexander, espe- 
cially, seemed to be gratified in the midst of the 
throng of curious persons who surrounded him at 
every step ; and who did not even make way for 
him, until, by word of mouth, or signs, he re- 
quested them to allow him to pass on. At the 
moment of his arrival at Dresden, the garden of 
the Bruhl palace had been shut up, the shady 
walks of which are the customary resort of 
children and their nurses. From a summer-house 
in the garden, prepared for his use, the Emperor 
dften enjoyed the prospect of the smiling banks 
of the Elbe. As soon as he was informed of the 
privation which had been inflicted on the Public 
by shutting up the garden, he gave orders that it 
should be opened to persons of all ranks. He ap- 
peared to delight in the noisy merriment of the 
children in its walks. The crowd pressed inces- 
santly about the palace, and persons, urged by 
cutiosity, penetrated as far as the grand staircase, 
which, at the notoment when the Emperor might be 
expected, was lined on either side by a row of 
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elegant ladies. The King of Prussia also caused 
the royal garden belonging to the palace of 
Racknitz, which he inhabited, to be thrown open, 
when he understood that the gates of the public 
Walk, opposite his windows, had been closed on 
his account. He was several times seen walking 
in the garden, with a book in his hand, or con- 
Tet*sing with his officers, in the midst of the 
crowd. Even the little garden situated imme- 
diately 4t the back of the palace, was always 
open. On the 29th, when the Emperor dined 
with thfe King, the people were not only allowed 
to approach, but seats were placed for their ac- 
commodation. 

The news, however, soon arrived, that the French 
armies ^ere debouching by the deifiles of Thurin- 
gia ; and when the Emperor returned on the 28th 
fromToeplitz, frbni a short visit which he had paid to 
his sister, the Hereditary Duchess of Saxe Wei- 
mar, preparations were made for his d^eparturfe. 
The greater part of the Russian army began its 
march the danie day. On the 29fh, at mid- 
night, the Emperor himself siet out, and took his 
road through Nossen and Altenberg. At eight 
o'clock the ne*t tobrtiing,' the King of Prudsia fol* 
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lowed him ; a part of the Russian and Prussian 
guard remained at Dresden. Sentinels were 
still posted at the doors of the palaces which 
the monarchs had inhabited, and it was reported 
that they would return in a few days. The in- 
habitants of Dresden awaited with impatience 
the issue of the contest, which was about to take 
place in their view. 



CHAPTER 11. 

Retreat of the main body of the Allied Troops from the 
Elbe. — Activity of Napoleon in restoring the interrupted 
passage of the river. — Skirmishes in Dresden and its Neigh- 
bourhoodf between the Russian Rear-guard and the French. 
— The King of Saxony returns to his Capital. --Napoleon sets 
out touHirds Bautzen. — Miserable situation of Drjssden, as 
receptacle of the Wounded. — Devastation of the surround- 
ing Country. — False report comeming Napoleon. — He re- 
turns, and takes up his residence in Dresden, during the 
Armistice. 

1 HE works which the Allies had been con- 
structing on' the Elbe, from the beginning of 
April, could not occasion the apprehension of an ob- 
stinate resistance, in case of their retreat, for they 
had no other object than to prevent the passage 
of the river; the bridge of boats, established 
above Dresden, at a short distance from Blase- 
witz, had been furnished with a tite-depont on 
the left bank, composed of six redoubts, which 
reciprocally covered each other. Upon the 
heights, near Meissen, and on the left bank of 
the river, three intrenchments had also been 
formed, strengthened with block houses. What- 
ever might be the result of the tmited efforts of 
the Allies, the inhabitants of the capital had still 
the expectation of being obliged to support all 
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the burthens imposed upon a city placed in the 
line of military operations, until victory might 
chance to conduct the combined armies to the 
southern frontier of Germany. 

Public rumours now announced the arrival of 
fresh Russian troops, intended to form a rear- 
guard upon the Elbe ; and immediately after the 
breaking up of the head-quarters, every prepara- 
tion had been made to receive the sick and 
wounded; and the householders, with their 
lodgers, were constrained to supply the neces- 
sary accommodations for the purpose. 

On the 3rd of May, the rumour of a complete 
victory, gained by the Prussians, in the plain be- 
tween Weissenfels and Naumbourg, created some 
momentary diversion of the uneasiness which pre- 
vailed. The report remainedcurrent the whole day, 
however, without acquiring any confirmation by 
later accounts. The relation of a traveller, who 
announced, that, on the 2nd of May, the French 
were at Leipsic, ga^ye birth to fresh alarms, 
which were not entirely dissipated by the assur- 
ances of a Russian officer, who had left the 
h^ad-quarters on the 1st of May, that the Em- 
peror had publicly announced to his troops, the 
victory gained, by the Prussians. On the fqllpw- 
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ing QU>rDiiig the inhabitants were informed, by a 
placard, that official news had arrived of a bloody; 
battle, fought on the 2nd of May, between Leip- 
sic and Weissenfels, in which the Allies had re* 
mained masters of the field ; a few hours after, a 
letter from an officer^ belonging to one of Blu- 
Cher's corps, was posted up, which, however, 
gave no satisfactory information ; presently after, 
another placard, under this letter^ announced, 
that, on the 3rd of May, the French had again 
left Leipsic. Towards noon the baggage of the 
Prussian princes re-entered Dresden; and, son^ 
hours after, the King of Prussia himself returned; 
he was followed by several waggon-loads of 
wounded and separate detachments; among 
others, by the Prussian volunteers, who had shed 
their blood at the important affair of Lutzen. A 
fresh requisition was made for the necessary ar- 
ticles for etablishing an hospital for the olSGicers, and 
their supply was urgently pressed. The report 
of a victory was still kept up ; but it was added, 
that it had been dearly bought by the Allies, par- 
ticularly by the Prussians. At nightrfall, the Em- 
peror of Russia also arrived, and imiaediately re- 
paired to the King ; his serene air, and sospe en- 
couraging words^ which he addressed to .the.- 
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crowd that pressed about his carriage, appeared 
to confirm the good news ; several of the inhabit- 
ants gave a serenade to the two sovereigns, by 
torch-light, and saluted the victors with joyful 
acclamations, a thousand times repeated. 

When, however, during the night, whole wag- 
gon-loads of wounded, and of baggage, were 
seen passing over to the right bank of the river, 
the public anxiety was increased, although an 
endeavour was made to diminish it, by reporting 
that the Emperor, before the battle, had given or- 
ders, that all superfluous baggage should be re- 
moved to the other shore of the Elbe, in order to 
avoid an unnecessary consumption of provi- 
sions on the left bank, and to afford greater free- 
dom to the movements of the army. 

On the 5th of May, indeed, some cannon had 
been planted not far from the bridge, to celebrate, 
as was said, the victory by salutes of artillery, 
imd tickets of admission were distributed for a 
religious ceremony in the Russian chapel ; but 
the solemnity did not take place, and an official 
report concerning the military events was 
vainly expected. The hospitals were filled, 
although soldiers dangerously wounded alone 
were admitted ; those but slightly hurt were 
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sent to some other place, or quartered on the 
citizens. For the space of three days, the trans- 
portation of these unfortunate victims of war, was 
incessantly carried on ; the most considerable of 
these convoys arrived on the fifth : the Emperor 
chancing to meet it, stopped several times to 
speak to the wounded; the interest he seemed 
to take in their sufferings, appeared to alleviate 
them. The sight of the wounded Prussians 
was indeed most afflicting. Since the day of 
the engagement, they had not enjoyed a moment's 
rest. Here might be seen a brave warrior, for- 
getful of his own sufferings, deploring the death 
of his comrade ; there another, regardless of his 
wounds, accusing fate for having refused victory 
to valour. There was not a single man but had 
determined to shed the last drop of his blood in 
the cause. " The stroke has not touched the 
heart!" exclaimed several of the wounded : and- 
ivhilst still enveloped in bandages, returned to 
tiieir ranks. 

On the 6th of Muy, a preliminary Prussian 
account appeared concerning the battle of Gros- 
Gcerscfaen; with a rektion, written in French, dated 
the 3rd instant, and dravm up by the Russians on 
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the fieldof battle itself. By these it appeared thai 
the Allien, although they had gained some ad- 
^vanti^esy had been forced by the movements of 
the enemy's army, ta abandon their position^ for a 
time to renounce the offensive, and fall back upon 
the Wbe, in order to approach their reserve. 

It, however, seems, that this resolution waa 
partly dictated by more important considerationa 
of another kind ; arising from the reciprocal con*' 
aexion of the different powers^ and founded upoft 
the hope that the governments, which had not 
renounced the idea of recovering their indepen* 
dence, by a weU*<:alculated use of their awn 
strength^ wovld not he^tate to join those who 
were already in arms to attain that obj:ect. 

On the 6th,. in the evening, it was reportedr 
that the Frencb were advancing in force upoa 
the Mulde ; already separate columns of Ruasiajx 
in&ntry and artillery were coining up, and it be- 
came evidetit that the allied army was about tore^ 
tire upon the right bank of the Elbe. Occasionall j, 
a file of carriages might be seen which the suttlers 
were once more lading with brandy and pror. 
visions ; sometimes a pulk of Cosaacks driving, 
before them a herd of cows, thei^ aa escort 
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charged with provisions, or a troop of Baskirs, 
each with a quiver full of arrows at his back ; 
farther on, the eye was perhaps afflicted with th6 
sight of a convoy of wounded. 

Although the intrenchments near the bridge of 
boats were not completed, they were put ih a 
state of defence and furnished with artillery. 
Preparations of defence were made at Meisseri, 
where Blucher established his head-quartet^ 
on the 7th, and all the boats were conveyed 
to the right bank. That appreh^sion which 
anticipates and exaggerates calamity, alread^f 
suggested all those efvils with whidi a re^- 
treating army generally marks it route. In the 
afternoon of the 7th, numerous trains of artiBery 
and divisions of infantry and cavalry passed over 
the bridge ; and when Count Wittgenstein and 
other Russian generals arrived at night in Dres^ 
den, and all the Prussians, quartered in the city, 
were transferred to the new town, the head- 
quarters were hourly expected to abandon the 
left bank of the Elbe. Several inhabitants of th6 
city were arrested, particularly foreigners who 
were suspected of carrying on a correspondeilcd 
with the French, and were sent into Silesia. The 
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same day, the King of Prussia passed some hours 
at Meissen, in order to see a part of his troops 
defile, who, from the 7th to the 8th, were passing 
over to the right bank of the river near that town 
and Muhlberg. 

On the 7th also, the advanced guard of the 
French was already between Nossen and Wilsdruf, 
three or four leagues from Dresden. During the 
whole day a cannonade was heard. On the follow- 
ing night, the fires of the Russians, on the heights 
and the bank of the river, illuminated all the en- 
virons of the city,.the whole of the troops were in 
readiness for departure ; and the fear of seeing, on 
the following morning, an engagement at the very 
gates of Dresden, did not appear totally un- 
founded. 

. On the 8th, the Emperor set out at break of 
day for Bischofswerda; during the night, llie 
planks which had replaced the broken arch of 
the bridge, were covered with straw and bags 
of combustibles; the smoke and flames which 
were discovered at break of day to the south-east 
of Dresden, pointed out the road by which the 
enemy s army was approaching. Some hours 
afl^er, the troops, which formed the rear-guard of 



IN THE YEAR 1813, H9 

tbe Ruftian ar my, crossed the Eibe by the three 
Imdges ; and thus a retreat was effected which 
had been wisely projected and executed with 
oottfidenice. 

; At sight of the orderly manner in which the 
marches were conducted throughout, it became 
easy to give credit to the statement of the Rus- 
sian officers, who affirmed, that their army had, 
at first, been briskly pursued by the French ; but 
as it assumed such an imposing appearance, it was 
not molested on the retreat, until the troops had 
quitted their Inyouac of the preceding night. 

When the last of the allied troops had left the 
old town, the inhabitants anxiously awaited the 
event. All the shops were shut up, and the nu- 
merous caricatures and prints, which, for some 
weeks past, had filled the booksellers' windows 
were scrupulously concealed- 

The French followed the Russian light infantry 
and the Cossacks, who, after having skirmished 
for a short time, near the barrier of Freyberg, 
upon the Wilsdruf road, withdrew over the bridge 
of boats, and that of rafts constructed below the 
city. The latter was destroyed by the Russians, 
>as soon as they had reached the right bank, and 
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hardly had the last of the Cossacks crossed' oTer 
the wooden bridge, that had been constructed to 
replace the broken arch/ than the flames were 
seen arising from it ; the planks of which it was 
composed were blown into the air with loud con- 
cussion, and in the space of a quarter of an hour 
the bridge was consumed. The flames made such 
a rapid progress, that some suttlers^ carts, laden 
with provisions and brandy, became their prey, 
and were drawn along in that burning state with 
great rapidity by the affrighted horses. Crowds 
were soon formed about tixe blazing carriages ; 
they snatched portions of meat from them ; 
the vehicles, and the casks which they con* 
tained, were deluged with water, and the Cos- 
sacks were seen drinking brandy, their lavou<» 
rite beverage, out of the kennel. The attention 
of another group was attracted by a waggoner left 
behind, whose vehicle wad laden with tobacco; 
every one carried ofi^what he could, formed it into 
a bundle, and attached this store behind his^saddle 
with the hay. 

In the mean time the French army, under the 
command of the Viceroy, and the Dukes of Ti^e- 
viso and Ragusa, advanced on the Wilsdruf road. 
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The principal posts ia the old town were after- 
wards occupied by Greneral Ghnuidler^ chief of 
the staff of the 11th corps; another dmaion of 
French troops advanced towards die bridge of 
boats above the city, and it was affirmed that Hie 
Russian General, Korf, intrusted with the com- 
mand of the tite-de-pont, had received orders from 
.his sovereign not to defend those fortifications^ 
and to divert every kind of danger from the city. 
The Russians, after having fired scmie cannon- 
diot firom the works, retired from that point, and 
every ofth», without loss, and with the greatest 
composure. Towards noon the bridge, formed 
of twenty-six large boats, was fired at either end, 
and loosened from the shore : it floated down the 
river, passed between the two divisions of the 
dty, emitting torrents of flame, and clouds of 
smoke ; its progress was at length arrested by 
the stone bridge, where the remnant was con* 
sumed. 

The deputies of the municipality, and some 
members of the Imme^Uate Commission, had re- 
paired to receive Napoleon at the dty gates* 
The Empeiror of the French, who was on horse- 
back, m^e the circuit of the town, and imme- 
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diately after inspected, in his way» the bric^e-^head. 
He then proceeded to the timber-yard before 
the Pima Gate, and did not makie his entry 
into the city till the afternoon, passing through a 
lane formed by the civic guard. He went through 
Dresden without stopping, and repaired to the 
Tillage of Priessnitz, in order to select a place, at 
the distance of a league, for the bridge of boats, 
which was to be constructed as speedily as pos- 
sible. The necessary woi^men, and materials 
for the purpose, were put in requisition, without 
delay. When Napoleon had give^ the orders re- 
quisite on this head, he proceeded to the royal 
palace, where the officers of the court, and the 
different authorities, were in attendance. On 
the same day, the ci-devant ambassador ftom 
Saxony to the court of France was commissioned 
to repair to the King, in order to 'prevail on him 
promptly te return to his capital. In the evening 
the city was illuminated by superior orders. 

While the scene was thus changing in the old 
town, the inhabitants of the other side of the river 
were astonished by the ringing of the bells of all 
the parish churches, the signal of Napoleon's ar- 
rival. The King of Prussia had only quitted the 
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new town tibte same day, at noon, to rataMish hb 
head*quarters in thev^ge of.Weissig, on the 
Bautzen road, two leagues distent from Dresden. 
* General Miloradowitsch commanded the Russian 
rear^guard, which occupied the new town. Strong 
cqlumns of Russian and Prussian troops, andim* 
posing preparations, gave rise to the most serious 
alarm. A battery was soon established upon the 
right bank, at the entrance of the bridge^ cannon 
were planted on the ramparts, and, at noon, the 
.balls were crossing each other in their passage 
from either shore. However, the firing soon ceased 
cm both sides; during the night all was quiet, and 
the fii^es of the biyouacs alone testified the fare* 
aenoe of the two armies, separated by the river. 
The rising sun was saluted by the roaring of can- 
4MHI, on either shore a well-supported fire was 
inatained from the ramparts, and the fire of mus- 
lifiktj from the windows of the guaid-house, oo- 
cupied by the Russian carabineers, and the chas* 
seurs of the free corps of Reiche, threatened 
every one who ventured to appear in the square 
before the catholic church with destruction. Fr^MS 
Hie roof and the steeple of that building the 
French were frong on the new town. An inten* 
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tioii ha4beea demonstoated of linmg the mitdimi 
of the Japanese palace with soldiers, who wero to 
direct <lieir fire <m the c^ostte shore ; but M. 
Lip«us, one of those to whom the treasures of 
science and art contaiiied in the building, wei^ 
intrusted, succeeded in ayerting the threatened 
calamity. The Russian general m chief gave 
strict orders for respecting this naticmal estabKdi- 
meat, as soon as he was apprized of its contents. 

The camion^balls and buMets fell in diowerson 
both quartaes a£ the city ; some howitzer shells, 
thrown ftom the right bank, reached the build- 
iiigs in the old town, but no serious damage in 
consequence occurred. Sereral of the inhabi- 
tants, emboldened by curiosity, were killed or 
wounded. In this action the Russians had cmly 
ft few men wounded, many of the French were 
lulled at Ae entrance of the bridge. Some 
French workmen had penetrated by the help c^ 
ladders into the ruius of the broken arch, and 
appeared busied in clearing away the rubbish, in 
order to prepare for Ihe restoration of the pas- 
iiage^ but the fire of tAie Russian cannon obliged 
Aem to desist. 

LftWtf down, opposite the village of Pviesfr- 



IN ra« YEAR 181& iae 

iiitz» t&e tiDgagemenf; w^ nmch more ol^stinot^. 
J>urmg the night th^ French had nuide the neoeih 
aary wrangements for refttoriag the brti^ «f 
rafts; and, at break of day» they begai^ th^ 
inrork. The Rusaiaos, ia order to obstruet it, had 
eatabliflhed a battery upon the right bank, n^a^ 
the village of Pieaehen. Sopie French s<^era 
paaaed the river in fishing boats, to attack the 
Rus^an tirailleurs; but were so warmly re** 
ceived that they were obliged to be followed 
up by the boats with the greatest celerity, 
in order that the killed and Wounded might 
be replaced. The fire continued without v^t^r 
ruption, from nine in the morning tUl «bout noon ; 
the Russian artillery destroyed the worka which 
had been begun, and the Frei^oh n^re ^Wr 
strained to abandon their undertftkiqg. Stilly .^th 
ike exception of a few pauaea^ the fire was kapf 
tip in the city. The whole of the new town waf 
po&verted iuto a camp ; in the aide a^re^ets^ which 
were aheltered firom th(^ &t^, th^ horaea wd cigt^ 
n9geB were placed^ aejir thea? the aoldi^ra of tho 
tmiii took MP th«ir quarttrs ; iu the sheltered 
places the Ru^aian cfaamema were drying thev 
cloaks and linen on their muskets, pl«^ed^iil 
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piles ; intrepid boys picked up the lead in the 
stoeets exposed to the fire, and the volunteen 
melted down» re-cast» and dischai^g^ it back 
to the enemy. 

The curious multitude, . already familiarixed 
with the tumult of arms, approached nearer and 
nearer to the ^ore, till the cannon4balls, scatter- 
ing the earth about them, recalled them to pra* 
dence. Public apprehension was increased by 
several alarming rumours, but it was shordy 
after ascertained, that the greater part of tiK 
Allied army had continued its march, on the pre* 
ceding day, along the roads of Lusatia, and that 
the smaller divisions, remainmg in the envi- 
rons of the city, had no other object than to se* 
cure the retreat, by annoying the enemy. About 
fnir o'clock in die afternoon, the greater part of 
the troops still remaining in the streets of the new 
town, began tlieir march with their artillery, and 
pursued their way along the shore of the Elbe, 
on account of the French troops that had as- 
sembled on the left bank below the city. A fire 
of musketry alone, was kept up near the bridge; 
but the troops, who had d^arted, soon returned 
into the city, augmented in numbers; artillery 
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waB; again planted before the bridge, die fire re- 
commenced with considerable vivacity; at lei^[th, 
towards the approach of nig^t, it entiiely ceased. 
No sound of cannon disturbed the period of re<^ 
pose until sun-rise. During the night the major 
part (rf* the Russian troops. quitted the shore of 
the Elbe, and about four o'clock in the afters* 
noon their rear-guard, with its artillery, was seen 
on its march towards Bautzen. The highest eu« 
, logiudi which can be conferred on the Russians, is 
that their departure was beheld with regret; and 
that the French, who styled themselves friends 
and deliverers, were expected with uneasiness. 

Some hours after the departure of the Russians, 
the Fr^ich voltigeurs climbed over the interval 
pf the broken arch *, and placed themsebes as 
advanced posts upon the main road. Some Cal» 
mucks were still wheeling about near the gate; 
from time to time they stood up on their horses^ 
and with their little piercmg eyes reconnoitred 
the French. About ten o'clock several diviaiona 
of light infantry had already crossed the river; 
they advanced upon tiie roads to Lusatia. During 
the whole of the day the troops were passed over 
* By means of long fire-ladders. See Vol. I. p. 75. 
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to the r%kt bank bj all possible means; an eat« 
traordinaiy activity was exhibited in conveying 
over artillery in ferry boats. French workmen were 
iflcessaiitly employed in clearing the rubbish 
from the broken arch, and in constructing a timt 
ber bridge over the chasm. In the afternoon 
Napoleon himself visited the works, and deli- 
vered to the King's architect designs for a scaf^ 
fold, at once simple and light, for the purpose 
of replacing the part destroyed *. 

The new town, which, for two months past, 
had suffered more from the calamities of war than 
the old, was now burthened with fresh imposi- 
tions. In the former a scarcity of bread had 
been experienced for' several days, because the 
mills were on the oppos»;te side ; and the sam^ 
motives which had occasioned the destruction of 
tile boatd had dictated that of the mills on the left 
bank. The troops^ coming from the exhausted 
aountrieii had concenttated themselves upon it, 
and. either occupied the old town, or the sur- 
founding heists, which occasioned «n extreme 

■ iii i ii>iii « < - I !■ I t ,». — .■■Jit ,...i.,, ^ I I .1.1 I I i r iii<i 

* The Maniteur has given a very imperfect relation on one 
fide, and very exaggerated on the other, concerning the occur- 
rences at Dresden, on the 9tfa and lOjth* 
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Mareky on tliat iide of the Elbe, of many moai 
initispennble articles. The first measare adopted 
on the arriTal of the French, was the pablicatioa 
of an ordinance, by which the inhabitants were 
enj<Mned, without delay, and under the severest 
penalties, in cases of concealment, to make an 
exact declaration, even at night, if required, of 
their stores of meal. As soon as the French had 
crossed the river, a requisition for bread wan 
made on the right bai\k, notwithstanding th^ 
dearth that afflicted the country. The secimd 
ordinance, which was published after the arrival 
of the French, related to marauders. Napoleon 
gave orders for the formation of a body of thirt]F^ 
SaxoQ gendarmes, who, under comiaaiid of • 
Fraich officer o{gendarmerk*,Btt out* to scour the 
road from Dresden to Pegau, in order to clear it: 
of the pillagers by whom it was iixfested. But it 

* The French gendarmerie are a sort of mounted iniHtar^ 
police, Imposed of yeteran iekUers, who have re^ed ffom 
more active service. They are placed on a respectable footing ; 
each man provides his own horse, and receives regular pay, 
wfakh beeomei a soit of pension for his past services, In thi* 
campaign, when every nerve was strained to replace the losses 
sustained in Russia, ihe geitdamierie were probably constrained 
to march; under Napoleon they ccmsisted of tw«Dty-«ifhl.l9* 
Upona, one of which was styled, la ligim ifiHi^ Ei>. 
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appears that the mkehief had been done before 
the remedy was applied^ for» on the first arrival 
of the French, the plundered artides had been 
sold in the streets. 

The new temporary bridge was com]dleted on 
(he morning of the 21st of May; its construction 
was so light that it appeared to totter, but was, 
in fact, very secure. It was instantly eimployed 
for the passage of the cavalry, infantry, and ar- 
tillery, of the 4th, 6th, 11th, and 12th corps. 
The march of the troops continued without inter- 
ruption till night. These corps formed a well 
equipped army of 60 or 70,000 men, consisting 
of French, Germans, and Italians. Napoleon, 
surrounded by a numerous retinue, remained 
seated, for several hours, on one of the stone 
seats of the bridge, beholding his troops defile 
before him. During this march, on the eastern 
side of the city, torrents of flame and smoke 
were seen to arise, the efiects of the conflafration 
of the village of Schmiedefeld, which became the 
first sacrifice to the devastation that menaced, on 
the approach of the French, th^ hitherto fortu- 
nate plains on the right bank of the river. 

The King of Saxony arrived at his capital four 
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^ays after the French had made their entry. 
Napoleon had sent a detachment of the cavalry 
of the guards commanded by his aid-de-camp 
General Flahault, to meet him as an escort on 
the frontiers of Bohemia. The King slept at the 
castle of Sedlitz. 

On the 12th, at break of day, the troops were 
drawn up on the Pima road above the great 
garden; their lines' extended to the gates of the 
city, and the imperial guard formed a lane in 
those streets through which the royal train was 
to pass. At the moment of the King of Saxony^ft 
arrival. Napoleon was passing his troops in re* 
view, and the King remained for some time in 
attendance at the great garden ; at length an aid- 
de-CMip came to inform him that Napoleon 
awaited him near Gruna, a village by the side of 
the great garden. The deputies of the mu« 
nicipality had repaired to the outer gate, and 
were presented by a French officer to the King, 
who was on horseback by the side of the Em- 
peror ; the King referred thein to Napoleon who 
sent them back again to him. After a dumb 
scene, Napoleon broke silence : — '* Saxons,'* 
said he. I ** attend; behold your preserver f 

VOL. II* M 
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pointing to the King. '' I know that some evil- 
" disposed persons are among you, who have 
'' favoured the Russians and Prussians, but I 
" ps^rdon all for the sake qf your King. If your 
'* Sovereign," added he, " had not proved himself 
" so faithful an ally, I would have treated Saxony 
" as a conquered country ; but my army shall 
'' only pass through her territory, and I shall find 
/' means to defend her from all her eni^imies." 
The orator from the deputies began his harangue 
with these words : " The children of the country 

i- rejoice again to behold their protector ." 

" WJiat do they say ?" interrupted N?tpolepn.^- 
"What their sovereign has directed,'^ was the reply- 
" Well, be it as it may," rejoined the Emperor, 
" what I have said, shall be printed and pub<r 
lished*." The train th^n marched on through 

* Napoleon's impatience, when addressed in a language he did 
not understand, has been already remarked ; he had probably as 
little respect for the professions of the deputies of Dresden, as for 
tho3e which he received from the citizens of Leipsic after the 
battle of Lutzen. In detailing the following anecdote, it will be 
necessary to observe that after the reverses experienced by the 
French in Russia, an association was set on foot by the Prussians 
in Silesia, under the denomination of ^^e Corps of Revenge. Thi^ 
body was composed of volunteers, who solemnly swore never to 
lay down their arms, until Germany had recovered her inde« 
pe^d^QCe. When Leipsic was occupied by the Allies, the Corps 
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the line of military, to the ringing of bells, the 
8akte qf artillery, and acclamatious. Some hours 
after, the Speech which Napoleon had addressed 
to the authorities, was posted up in all the streets 
in French and German *. But almost at the very 
moment of reliance on the promise, that Sal:ony 

of Revenge received considerable accession to its numbers from 
the studeAts of the university, respectable young men of the city, 
and other part? of Saxony, The citizens of Leipsic had on a 
former occasion even gone so far as to invite Colonel OrlofFwith 
his Cosgacks, to relieve them from their oppressive visitors the 
French, who had Ipaded them with exactions of every kind. Na- 
poleon was well aware of all this, and took the opportunity of 
acquainting the deputies of Leipsic with his recognition of their 
real seutn^en^. '' I know,'' said he, '' that a Corps of Revenge 
as \V is styled, has been formed among you ; but after all, it is 
a contemptible piece of childish nonsense, which can be of no 
aervice whatever." On die deputies assuring him of the perfect 
submission of the city, in all the ceremonial phrase of holloi^- 
hearted formality, 

— — — *^ The piouth honour, breath, 

Which the poorlieart would fain deny, but dare not,** 
He dismissed them with the abrupt and contemptuous ex- 
pression — AUez vous en, " Get along with you !*' Soon after his 
^trance ipto Dresden, he declared Leipsic in a state of siege, 
by which act the citizens were constrained to furnish all the re- 
quisitions for the French army without remuneration. Immense 
sums were- in a short time drained from the unfortunate inhabit- 
ants. The supply of the French hospitals alone cost 30,000 
dollars per week. Ed. 

* The placard gav« the spirit of the speech without adhering 
to the letter. 
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should be sheltered from all the calamities which 
a pitiless conqueror inflicts on the vanquished : 
the French set fire to the four quarters of Bis- 
chofswerda and pills^ed that unfortunate town, 
which the Russians had abandoned in their re- 
treat. The Maniteur boldly ascribes this crime to 
the Russians. 

On the 13th of May, the Duke of Reggio's 
division arrived, and was followed by the Ba- 
varian troops which had been encamped for 
some days upon the left bank of the Elbe. Since 
the 14th, Russian prisoners and a considerable 
number of French soldiers, wounded on the 12th 
and 13th near Bischofswerda and Stolpen, had 
entered Dresden. Two bridges of boats, one 
above, and another below the stone bridge, 
facilitated the march of the troops which was 
continued to the 17th of May. 

While these columns were advancing towards 
Lusatia, the lines that were to be established 
round the new town were staked out. These 
fortifications were designed by General Rogniat, 
head of the engineer department. A part of the 
troops and thousands of peasants, drawn even 
from the most remote parts of Saxony, were em- 
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ployed without delay, for the purpose of expedit- 
ing the construction of tiiese works. Shortly after 
the road t>ver the stone bidge was intersected 
near one of the piers, on the right bank, by strong 
palisades^ in the centre of which was placed a very 
thick gate. The avenues leading to either bridge 
of boats were also defended by palisades, and 
garrisoned by Westphalian troops, who were 
lodged in huts. These precautions were as 
necessary for the present, as for the future ; for 
Ihe Cossacks, who infested the neighbourhood of 
Dresden, might have essayed a coup de main upon 
the place. As soon as the transportation of a large 
quantity of stores, and hosjpital necessaries, to the 
left bank, had commenced, a repojt was spread 
that the Allies, who occupied a good position on 
the Spree, were approaching ihe Elbe. 

On the 18th of May, Napoleon set out, soon 
after mid-day, and took the road to Bautzen, Mrith 
a numerous suite. The Duke of Bassano, who 
had just armed, took up his quarters, and esta- 
blished his offices at Dresden. Oeneral Durosnel, 
Napoleon's aid-de-camp, remained there, as com- 
mander-in-chief of all the troops in Saxony, and 
Count Dumas, ascommissary-general of the army ; 
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both had a great number of persons employed in 

their respective departments. 
Convoys of pro visiofas, procured in Westphalia, 

Franconia, and evfen on the frontiers of France, 

were continually despatched to the army, which 
was inarching forward on either bank of the Elbe, 
where the meaps of subsistence were exhausted. 
Saxony, however, supplied the greater part of the 
wants of the army. From the most remote dis- 
tricts of that country thousands of loaves, with 
meal, dry pulse, and brandy, were brought to be 
deposited at Dresden. The churches of Our 
Lady and the Orphans were converted into store-- 
houses for provisions. The supplies of forage 
were not less considerable. The greatest abuses 
existed in thkt department ; the effective number 
of horses at t)resdeh, and the number of rations 
daily required for them, were in a disproportion 
that could alone benefit the purse of the generals 
and superior official agents •'. 

The first tidibgs of the battles of Baut2:en and 
Hochkirk were followed, after the 23d of IViay, by 

* One thousand rations per diem were required for the differ^ 
ent offieial a^ts^ and thesd had not more tikan 300 hors^ 
Count Dumas, commissary-general ofthe army, had 100 rations 
to his own share. 
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the arrival of long files of w6uad6d» transport- 
ed either upon carts or wheel-barrows. With- 
out exaggeration, the number of victims con- 
veyed to Dresden, may be estimated at 20,000. 
A pretty considerable number of conscripts, 
who took the road to Dresden^ had wouiided 
themselves, in order that they might be ren-» 
dered unfit for service. When this fraud Was 
discovered, the soldiers who arrived from the 
theatre of war were carefully examined by the 
gend'armes.. The bridge of boats was the only 
passage allowed to the wounded ; when they pre«> 
s^nted themselves, elsewhere, tliey were turned 
baclj: by the sentinels, in order that they might 
not pass by the castle, and that the King might 
not see how many victims wer6 s$Lj[^rificed in ^ 
contest which drew so many misfortunes on hijs 
country. Several public buildings were convert;* 
ed into hospitals, and the Russiatia and Prussians 
who had been dang^erobsly woundedi, and left by 
the Allies in Dresden on their retreat, were re- 
4loved in their beds to the old town, in order to 
make room in the new fox the wounded French 
who had lately arrived. Those #ho \irere slighdy 
hurt were frequently lodged With the citieens, a 
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measure which did not a little contribute to propa* 
gate infection in the city. In the mean time, the 
number of unfortunate sufferers was soon so multi- 
plied, that a bed, or even lodging, could not imme* 
diately be afforded to each. The whole city assum- 
ed the appearance of a vast hospital. In the streets, 
ehoaked up with filth, were seen longfilesof wound- 
ed lying on the ground, uttering lamentable 
cries. Amputations were performed in the public 
squares. Every day unfortunate soldiers were 
crowding from private houses into the hospitals^ 
and the precipitancy of the surgeons mutilated 
hundreds without necessity. Before some of the 
hospitals might be seen a heap of fingers or odier 
members, which were tossed about in the sport of 
unthinking childhood. 

The expense which the city of Dresden incur- 
red, owing to the stay of the innumerable com- 
missaries which followed the French armies, be- 
came an overwhelming burthen, when it was 
crowded at the same time with wounded. The 
ordinance of Count Durosnel, which directed all 
commissaries, and persons attached to the army 
who had not received orders or permission to re- 
main at Dresden, to repair forthwith to theur desti- 
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nation, in some degree relieved the inhabitants. It 
was proved, by the inspection of the billets of evacu- 
ated quarters, that thousands of the French, whose 
presence was in no respect necessary at Dresden, 
had caused themselves to be supported there for 
several weeks. According to the ordinance above- 
mentioned, the billets for quarters were to be 
renewed every month. 

All the districts of the kingdom through which 
the troops had passed, suffered equally with the 
* capital. The country was laid waste at the dis- 
tance of several leagues from the track of the 
armies, and the greater number of villages upon 
the road were deserted. In many of the plains, 
tiie growing crops were trampled under the horses' 
hoofis, or had been cut while green. The Allies 
on the retreat, and the French on the advance, had 
pressed the husbandmen and their horses. Every 
day a certain number of these peasants were re- 
turning by the roads of Lusatia or Bohemia. Some 
highly extolled the Allies, who not only had re* 
stored their horses to them, but also given them 
money to support themselves on their return. 
Those who had been obliged to follow the French 
bad no reason to congratulate themselves on similar 
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generosity ; several of these who came back froi& 
Silesia, complained that they had despoiled them 
on their return of the money which they had re- 
ceived from the Russians, and had thus obliged 
them to beg their way home. 

When the news of the armistice, concluded on 
the 4th of June, at Poischvvitz, was diffused 
through Saxony, the hope of peace animated all 
hearts. Preparations ^ere already making for 
the reception of Napoleon, who intended to pass 
the period of the armistice at Dresden. The 
Duke of Bassano went to inspect several gardens 
and country-houses in the environs of the city ; he 
at last fixed on the garden of Count Marcolini, 
situated in the suburb of Frederickstadt. This 
pleasure-house had formerly belonged to Count 
&e Bruhl, so well known for his magnificence, and 
had been embellished by the actiial possessor, a 
man of much taste. According to a report uni*** 
versally spread. Napoleon, on bis return to Dres- 
den, towards the end of May, had been grievously 
wounded. He was sufiering, it was said, in the 
apartments which he had before inhabited ; the 
Stnallest light observed at that part of the castle 
Confirmed these reports, which also stated that 
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he daily grew worse ; and> at lengthi that he was 
at the last extremity*. I am ignorant of the origin 
of this tale ; perhaps, it might take its rise from 
the transportation of the body of Duroc, which 
passed through Dresden ; or from the illness 
of a valet de chambre belonging to the Emperor. 
This man had been sent by Napoleon to Dres- 
den, in order to procure different articles which 

/ * It may not be unamusing to observe the currency and 
shapes which inventive rnmour gave to the report of Napoleon's 
illness. At Gottenburgh it was stated that he was sick of an 
old epileptic complaint, and that Berthier was on his death 
bed. The Pomeranian Gazette, in an article dated Stralsund, 
June 22, gave the following statement, which appears indeed to 
have been founded on the transportation of the body of Duroc : 
" The most anxious curiosity has been excited by the arrival of 
a sick person, who, for several days, has been in the Royal Pa« 
lace at Dresden. On his approach to that capital, the carriage 
in which he was conveyed moved very slowly, and was attended 
by 800 cavalry. The road without the town was laid with 
dung covered with straw, and from the gate of the city all the 
streets through which the procession passed were not only 
strewed with straw, but also overlaid with cloth. The avenue 
to the palace, since this distinguished invalid became an inmate, 
has been closed by iron chains, against horses, carriages, and 
whatever could occasion the least noise. At all hours of the 
day, French physicians of the highest repute are hastening to 
the palace, and continue there for a considerable time. At the 
hours of public service in the churclies, iu order that the repose 
of this high personage may not be disturbed, the ringing of bells 
is strictly forbidden." Ed. 
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he wanted when with the army, after all his 
effects had been destroyed by fire. The valet 
de chumbre was certainly attended in the castle. 
Be this as it may, when Napoleon, on the J 0th, 
arrived at Dresden at five o'clock in the morning, 
there were persons who went so far as to say, 
that a lay-figure, with a mask of wax, had been 
placed in his carriage, and moved by secret 
springs. The doubt of his real arrival was strength- 
ened by not being announced by salutes of 
artillery, and the ringing of bells, for some hours 
after it took place. When he was seen on the 
following day, full of life, on horseback, in the 
extensive field called Ostrawiese, it could not be 
thought that he was at the last agony. 



CHAPTER III. 



OceupoHons of Napoleon and Amusements of his Court dur^ 
ing the Armistice. — The defences of the City industriously 
improved. — Burthen of Military Quarters. — Contagimts 
Fevers prevail. — Dissipation introduced^by the Soldiery. 
— Celebration of the Emperor's Birth-day. — Resumption 
of Hostilities. — Napoleon advances against Blucher. — T7ie 
Allies, strengthened by the accession of the Austrums, 
attack Dresden. — Napoleon promptly returns to its defence, 
turns the Left Wing of his enemy, and captures 10.000 
Austrians. — Various particulars of the Battle. — Descrip- 
tion of the Held after its termination. 

iJURING the armistice, Dresden presented the 
animated scene of a camp ; and on the frontiers 
of Saxony the Allies were collecting all their 
forces, for the purpose of shaking off the foreign 
yoke. Napoleon was draining his last resources, 
in order to rivet the fetters of Germany, and to 
prop the tottering edifice of his power. 

All these preparation^ indicated that Dresden 
and its neighbourhood would long become t)ie 
camp of the French army. Already several French 
actors were on their way to the city, for the French 
said that their warriors had at all times been accus- 
tomed to relax from the toils of the field with Thalia 
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and Melpomene. Talma, Saint Prix, Armando 
the amiable Mars, and, shortly after. Mademoiselle 
Georges, who was returning from St. Petersburg, 
were among the number of actors who performed 
in a theatre, constructed for the purpose, in the 
Marcolini palace. They once, however, played 
before a more numerous audience in the little 
opera-house. M. de Turenne, Napoleon's cham- 
berlain, gave tickets for the places unoccupied hf 
the Emperor and his suite. When Napoleon was 
present, no one was admitted but in court dress, 
and many preferred depriving themselves of the 
sight of actors so excellent (especially in the cornice 
line,) to submitting to that inconvenience. 

The reviews which every day took place, s^f- 
forded another spectacle to the inhabitants of 
Dresden. The tropps passed before Napoleon in 
the Ostrawiese, because it was the most open 
space near the palace he inhabited. The day after 
his arrival there was a review of JO or 12,000 
men, infantry and cavalry, under the comm^d of 
General Bertrand. These troops came from Italy, 
and continued their march o^ the very §9me day 
towards Lusatia. On the 13th, Te JO f urn wa$ 
sung in all the churches, accom^panied by salutes 
of artillery, on occasion of the armistice, and in 
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the evening the city was illuminated by direction 
of superior authority. Of all the illuminations by 
command, by which so many events, productive 
of fatal consequences, had, for seven years past, 
been celebrated, this certainly was the most piti- 
ful. Indeed, the hopes of peace, founded upon 
the armistice, were so slight ; the prospect of its 
durability, and the restoration of the independence 
of nations, so vague, that the public mind could 
not give way to rejoicing; every one felt the 
sufferings of the moment, but what were these 
sufferings in comparison with those in preparation? 
The journey which Napoleon took on the 20th 
of June to Pima, and to visit the defiles of Bohe- 
mia, turned the general attention towards Austria, 
who, up to that time, had been expected to act as a 
Mediator, but who now, ou^ the contrary, was about 
to realize the hopes she bad given the Allied army, 
when her forces recrossed the Elbe in th^ month 
of May ; namely, that she would assist, with all 
her power, in crowning the struggle oi] the cor 
Qlesced nations with success. Austria aj)peared lo 
assume an attitude decidedly inimical to France. 
Persons were now no longer permitted to pass 
from Saxony into Bohemia, with the exciption of 
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those who went to drink the waters, and then bad 
health was obliged to be expressly mentioned in 
their passports as the motives of their journey. A 
report was spread, that imposing preparations 
were making in Austria and Bohemia, which were 
nearly accomplished, and the great defensive works 
that the French were constructing, with as much 
ability as promptitude, on either bank of the Elbe, 
where the Bohemian defiles debouch, attested 
that public rumour was right. This formidable 
line of defence extended from Giesshubel to Stol- 
pen» the antient castle of which, built upon a ba- 
saltic rock, was strengthened by new works; 
these, however, were not completed. The fortifi- 
cations established at the foot of Lilienstein, a 
steep rock, was a very important point in the 
line ; they communicated, by means of two bridges 
with Koenigstein, situated in their front, and were 
to protect a camp of 60,000 men, cover both 
shores, and defend the defiles which debouch in 
that place. A practicable road for artillery, cut 
over the hills of the bailiffwick of Hohnstein, fa- 
cilitated the communication with the corps ffarmie 
ill Silesia. All these fortifications were considered 
but as the out-works of Dresden, the central point 
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of a strong position on the upper bank of the Elbe, 
which was daily improving. The works upon the 
right bank, about the new toMm, were nearly per<* 
fected; the imperial redoubt before the black 
gate, the strongest and most carefully constructed 
of these works, was furnished with a new bomb* 
proof block-house; other considerable fortifications^ 
projected to surround the old town, were staked 
out ; they rested, on the western side, upon the 
Weisseritz, a small river which separates the old 
town from Trederickstadt; and, on the eastern, 
extended in a circle as far as the Elbe. Some thou* 
sands of peasants, put in requisition in the most 
distant parts of Saxony, at a lime when, agricul* 
tural labours required every hand, were occupied 
in putting Dresden in a formidable state of de* 
fence ; they were regularly piid and relieved every 
fortnight. Small divisions of troops, of every arm^ 
were daily arriving, accompanied by artillery ; some 
of diese corps had come with all expedition from 
Spain. IThey were destined to repair the losses 
that the mam army had sustained since. the month 
of May, or to reinforce the troops under huts in 
the forests, oa the right bank, near the city ; this, 
camp WAS mcnte. than a league in extent. Napoleon 

vol.. II. N 
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went in person to inspect them on the 25th (^ 
June. In the midBt of these preparations, the 
French conversed much in earnest concerning the 
approaching peace ; the hope of an amtngement 
between the powers^ revivied, when Count Met- 
temich, the Austrian minister, came to Dresden, 
from the camp of the Emperor Alexander; he 
remained in the capital from the 26th to the 30th 
of June. 

Notwithstanding all this^ persons of reflection,, 
who expected ^at the emancipation of Germany 
would be the result of the renewal of the contest, 
did not give credit to the probability of peace; 
^ven when a report was generally spread, that 
the armistice was about to be prolonged, followed 
by a rumour of a convention just concluded be- 
tween France and Austria. The suspension c^ 
military operations appeared to cleaNdghted ob- 
servers but a prolongatkm of the overwhehning 
burthens imposed on the city of DteB^eu, by tho^ 
stay of the troops. It is true, indeed, that con- 
siderable supplies for the army were brought from 
distwt parts> even from IVwce, convoj^ of flour, 
biscuit, and rice. Saxony was, notwithstandiiy^ 
obliged to aftake great effwts to meet die requisi- 
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tions of the army : from the middle of July forage 
was so scarce in the circle of Misnia, which had 
suffered so much in every respect^ that aU the Oats 
wereput in requisition, with the exception only of 
a portion for the support of those horses abso- 
lutely necessary to the labours of the land-owners. 
Those persons who kept pleasure horses were 
commanded to contribute, to the stores, the 
whole of the forage for their subsistence. What- 
ever the consumption of the troops in the circle 
of Misnia, peculation equally contributed to pro- 
duce a scarcity, for the commissaries of stores-had 
always a quantity of disposable forage, for those 
who could pay them ready money. 

Although, in the month of August, Count 
Narbonne had repaired to Prague, and M. de 
Caulincourt had followed him thither, after long 
delkys, Dresden and its environs assumed^ to- 
wards the end of the month, a still more warlike 
aspect. The hospitals were nearly cleared of 
their patients. The Saxon troops, infentry, ca- 
valry, and artillery, destined to complete the di- 
vision under General Regnier, encamped near 
Goerlitz; had just been equipped; after Napo^* 
leon had reviewed them, on the 17th» they set 

N2 
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out with all expedition for Lusatia. On the fron- 
tiers of Bohemia were assembled, on either bank- 
of the Elbe, a considerable body, under coin-.' 
mand of Greneral Gouvion St. Cyr. This corps 
rested on the fortifications that hiwi -been lately 
completed, at the foot of Lilienstein. Napoleon 
made some . excursions to inspect the troops en- 
camped upon the line ,of demarcation prescribed 
by the armistice. . Between the : 1 0th and 1 5 th - 
he went to Torgau and Magdebourg, apd from 
the 20th to the 22nd into Lower Lusatia, where 
the division of Marshal Oudinot was posted. In 
the. midst of all these warlijce preparations, the 
repair of the broken pier of the bridge had, how- 
ever, been begun ; and the work was carried on 
under the temporary wooden bridge, which had 
been erected across the void space ; by the end of 
July, the pier had been carried up to the point 
for springing the two deficient arches *. 

* On the 8th of December, 1813, the wooden bridge, con- 
structed by the French in the month of May, was thrown down, . 
In the interval very solid arches of wood were erected, covered 
with strong planks ; thus a firm bridge was formed, iiirnished 
with railings, which continued standing till the summer of 1814; 
at that period the stone arches were begun, and completed in 
the month of September in the same year. In the following 
year the works at the bridge were entirely finisjied. 
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' r^ Let lis contemplate for a moment the state of 
the city of Dresden, Whose, unlucky stars had 
decreed it, as the centre of the French military 
operations. 

It is true that certain individuals, and ^ven 
whole classes of industrious artizains, had. made 

•considerable gains*, and still continued to profit 
by the troubles of war. There was a great deal 

-of money in circulation, but all this could not 
avert the ruin of the great majority of the inha- 
bitants. The burthen of military quarteringsf wa3 
aggravated when the head-quarters remained 
at. Dresden, during the two months which the 
armistice lasted. At that period about 30^000 
men were quartered in the jcity.r— Frederickstadt, 

* Never, for example, had the sale of maps been so consi- 
derable. The French superior officers, and, before they arrived, 
the RussianSy^paid extravagant prices for maps, which, under 
the existing circumstances and interrupted communications, 
were brought from distant places by circuitous wap. Those 
^Iso who undertook to prepare quarters for the military, in the 
place of such inhabitants a^ could not themselves assist in 
receiving them, were also considerable gainers. At a later pe- 
riod, the house of more than one landlord passed mto the hands 
of the person who had lodged the soldiers for him. 

t No. XXIII. of the Appendix proves, that at the period in 
question, this species of oppression must have been almost in-^ 
• supportable. 
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which in inhabited by the poorer classes, suffered 
more than the other quarters of the town. The 
guard had been quartered there, in order that it 
might be near the Emperor, and many poor day- 
labourers expended all their wages in procuring 
provisions for their military guests ; for those 
which were distributed from the magazines were 
insufficient to satisfy the demands of these sol- 
diers, to which they had been little accustomed 
to set bounds ; and the ordinance, published im- 
mediately after the armistice, concerning the man- 
ner in which the French, as well as the Allied 
troops, should be treated, was seldom put in 
force. Since the sick and wounded had been 
crowded together in ten hospitals in the city, and 
after the bloody engagements that had taken 
place in Lusatia, more especially when the French 
began to quarter a part of the invalids on the inha- 
bitants, the seeds of contagion were multiplied, 
and nervous fevers generated, which comj^eted 
the general calamity. From the beginning of 
June, several members of the local administra- 
tion had been charged with the inspection of the 
sick and wounded, lodged in private houses, and 
directed to make reports concerning their state 
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and nooibar. The town.ejqpenenced coiigidenble 
i^ief about the middle ef the mcmth^ when a gteat 
number of the sick were sent down the Elbe, in 
boats; and others were transported m carriages 
to the frontiers of Franconia; the wounded, who 
had been quartered in the new town, were re- 
moved to an encampment, established 4>efore the 
gates of the old. In the following month a great 
number of vessels were despatched, jaden with 
French soldiers, badly wounded. 

Hie excesses of the troops, who, during the 
armistice, endeavoured to repay themselves with 
usury, for the privation and fatigue they had un- 
dergone, produced as pernicious effects on the 
morals \>{ the people, as the contagious effluvia on 
their health. Doubtless, the effect of several 
years of war must be taken into the acqount ; 
but it is, however, true, that the intercourse with 
foreigners augmented that corruption, whose pro- 
gress became continually more rapid, particularly 
among the lower orders of people, who had the 
doser communication with the soldiers. This 
was a golden age for abandoned women, several 
of these enriched themselves to such . a degree, 
as to amass property^ and paid the money down 
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in NapoleonB for houses which they purchased/ 
An aversion to industrious occupation extended 
to the lowest classes of society. The facility af- 
forded to either sex of obtaining a. livelihood, and 
even of making a little fortune, by taking up the 
trade of suttler, made many individuals disdaiii 
daily labour. Monopoly being excited by the 
success of this kind of industry, the price of the 
principal necessaries of life, was kept up ; nor 
could the inspection of the markets, which was 
necessarily less strict, during a state of warfare, 
operate in restraining the abuse. This evil was, 
however, transitory ; but the species of gain we 
have before alluded to, produced unhappy c<hi- 
sequences of longer duration, and must be reck- 
oned among the causes of depravity attributable 
to war. Even children devoted themselves to 
that pernicious commerce. 

The desire of collecting some drops of the 
golden shower, which proceeded from the head- 
quarters, had attracted speculators even from the 
bosom of France. Tailors were seen at Dres- 
den, who had brought, from Paris or Strasbui^, 
complete uniforms for oflSicers; French boot- 
makers, and even shoe-blacks, came from the 
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)>ank8 of the Seine to those of the Elbe, to cry — 
Cirer les bottes f 

The most credulous persons entirely renounced 
that hope . of peace which they had cherished in 
the midst of warlike preparations, when the Em- 
peror set out on the 25th of July for Mayeiice *. 
Having returned to Dresden, on the 4th of August^ 
.every one was apprized that the anniversary of 
his birth would be celebrated in all the French 
camps, on the 10th instead of the 1 5th, which 
was the last day of the armistice. The report 
was circulated, that inmiediately after the fite all 
the armies would begin their march. The ho^ 
pitals were nearly emptied, and ready to receive 
fresh victims of the war. Great activity was dis- 
played in the preparations for the military festival. 
On the 9th of August, the French actors gave, 
at the theatre of the court, a gratuitous represen- 
tation, particularly intended for the Emperor's 
guard. After the play, the solemnity of the foi^- 
lowing day was announced by salutes of artillery, 
which, were, repeated at day-break. From all 
the different camps the troops defiled towards 

the. Ostrawiese; on this .field, whose flowerets 

I I . ■ ■ I. .1 I 

* To meet the Empress. See Vol. I. p. 247. Ep. 
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had been, for some months past, trampled be* 
neath the feet of the soldiers and horses of the 
train, the infantry of the old and youi^^ guard 
was drawn up ; the horse chasseurs and lancers 
of the guard all in full dress ; the Saxon and 
Westphalian infantry, the cavalry of the duchy 
of Berg, and of the principality of NeufchateL 
All these troops formed a magnificent army, at 
least of 40,000 men. When Napoleon appeared 
on the ground, accompanied by the King and 
Princes, who had repaired to his hotel by eight 
in the morning, in their state carriages, the vwats 
resounded as he passed along the ranks at a full 
gallop, attended by his brilliant suite ; the word 
of command for these acclamations was given, 
according to custom, by the officers, the samMS as 
for an evolution. During two whole hours the 
troops were defiling before the hero of the festival, 
who, to judge from his looks, was revolving, in his 
mind, some new project of conquest. After the 
review, a train, composed of all the French ge- 
nerals, as well as those of their Allies, and the 
whole of the officers of the Emperor's court, 
headed by the Prince of Neufchatel, left, on foot, 
the palace of the Bruhl, where the last mentioned 
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personage resided. Passing through the lane, 
formed by the guard, this train proceeded to the 
catholic church, to assist at the Te Deum, which 
was sung, accompanied by the roaring of artilw 
lery. The King of Saxony and his family were 
present at this religious ceremony. 

After the service the old guard, preceded by its 
music, marched to the new town, where tables 
were spread for a banquet, undef the linden trees 
which border the principal street Between the 
rows of tables intended for the soldiers, places 
were prepared for the officers under tents. Upon 
the table set apart for the generals, superior of<^ 
fic^s, and officers of the French and Saxon guards, 
was placed the bust of Napoleon, crowned with 
Jiaurels, and surrounded by flowers. Near the 
tables bands of warlike music were stationed, in 
order to enliven the feast. On that day every 
officer and soldier of the guard received double 
pay, and each aoldier a double ration of meat 
The King of Saxony had given several thousand 
bottles of wine. Thus was the Saxoa guard, at 
the expense of their own sovereign, regaled by 
their companions i&' arms. Toasts were drunk 
to salutes of artillery. The wine aoon rttulered; 
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the banquet noisy, on either side of the tables 
was a moving crowd of spectators, some of 
whom partook, on that day, of the hospitable libe- 
rality of the troops, whom they had, for months, 
supported at thieir proper cost; detached sol- 
diers, stealing from their hospital, or some distant 
camp, where imperial munificence had been less 
lavish of her gifts, mingled in the crowd, and,, 
perchance, obtained some fragments of bread, 
portion of salad, or a bit of meat, which their 
more favoured companions in arms had rejected. 
Similar feasts were given in the other quarters 
of the new town, and in the camps before the old, 
where the French and Saxon artillerymen were 
assembled in a public garden, and the sappers of 
the two armies caroused together, in the imperial 
redoubt before the black gate. 

At eight in the evening Napoleon repsdred .to 
the royal palace for the banquet. About nine sa- 
lutes of artillery announced that the healths of 
Napoleon and Maria Louisa were given; this was^ 
at the same time, a signal for the fire-works, 
prepared in firont of the palace, upon a pier of the 
bridge. Upon the right bank, near Ubigau, at 
the distance of half a league from the new town,' 
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some regiments of the guard had been posted, 
who kept up a brisk firing by files, whilst others 
discharged fire- works and hand mortars in the air, 
towards the new town, from either side of the 
bridge. An azure sky gave a charming effect 
to the multitude of rockets, which crossed each 
other in their flight over the dark roofs of th^ 
city, illuminating the air far and wide. They 
were reflected in the waters of the Elbe, whose 
glowing stream rolled on in silence between the^ 
towns. After a pause the cipher of Napoleon ap-. 
peared in the air, above the palace, in the balco- 
nies of which he had taken his station. The ac- 
clamations of the soldiers resounded from the 
other shore, thousands of petards burst with loud 
report in the air, the surface of the river again 
glittered with innumerable fires. ^The atmosphere' 
at length was illumined by a single globe of light, 
the waters of the Elbe flowed on, no longer splen- 
did, through the broken arch, and the crowded; 
throng of spectators was about to disperse, when 
the doleful cries of a fisherman resounded on the 
shore, who having imprudently approached too/ 
near was mortally wounded. Was this an omen 
of the dreadful career of the hero of the f He ? 
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An illumination terminated this last apotheosis 
of Napoleon* We shall not weary our readers by 
long details of this brilliant and useless display; 
we will not describe the decorations with which 
Count Dursonel surrounded an- inscription, in 
which he styled that man mmdbley who, a fe^r 
weeks after, was to take leave^ on his retreat, of 
the fortune which he had abused. We shall con* 
tent ourselves with recording another that had 
gf^ and conquest for its subject, omitting also io 
to speak of its accompan3ring emblems. 

'^ Incolumem servate, instant majora peractis." 

" Preserve him safe, ye gods ; greater things are yet to be 
achieved." 

This was placed over the portal of M. de 
Serra, the French ambassador's hotel ; and was 
accomplished, luckily for Europe, in a very dif- 
ferent sense thaii the learned panegyrist in* 
tended. 

Two days after this festival the movements 
began which were to deliver, for a time, at least, 
the city of Dresden, from her troublesome guests. 
The grand Saxon park of artillery, which had 
temained in the capital, set off, on the 12th» for 
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Lusatia. Oa the foUowiag night it wto followed 
by several covered waggons ; the next day the 
gendarmerie of the guard, several divisions of the 
yoang and old guard began their march, and 
took the Bautzen road. 

How many amorous connexions, formed du- 
ring the period of the armistice, were discovered 
at the moment of departure. How many dam- 
sels followed the soldiers of the old guard. Some 
bathed in tears, bade their lovers farewell at the 
gate; others, retained by stronger ties, cou- 
rageously accompanied them on the highroad. 
Apparently for the purpose of preventing the in- 
conveniencies of such connexions, some days be- 
fore the departure of the guard, a sentence passed 
at Glogau, according to the French laws, was 
posted up, by which a woman, who had induced 
a soldier to desert, was condemned to hard labour. 

Early in the morning of the 14th» the King of 
Naples, who was to take the command of the 
French cavalry, arrived at Dresden, On the same 
day Count Bubna, who had conducted ifie nego^ 
tiation between the Courts of France and Austria* 
quitted the city. On the ramparts of the old 
town and the outworks, several pieces of cannoQ 
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were placed, part of which was taken from the 
fortress of Koenigstein ; posts were established 
in the great garden, and a quantity of amniuni- 
tion was transported to the fortifications of the 
new town. On the 13th of August, Count Nar- 
bonne returned from Prague ; two hours after his 
arrival. Napoleon quitted . the city, and took the 
Bautzen road, going through Pima, where he 
crossed the Elbe, and proceeded by way of 
Stolpen. For some days the approaching depar- 
ture of the King had been announced; but it was 
soon known that he would not quit his capital, 
and the preparations for the departure of his 
brothers were alsojcountermanded. The Emperor 
had, it was said, declared that the King's de- 
parture ought not to be contemplated, unless he. 
Napoleon, had been beaten. 

The Prince of Neufchatel followed Buonaparte 
with the officers attached to head-qiiarters, and 
the divisions of the guard, on the same day. On 
the 16th, the King of Naples set out for Bautzen. 
After these numerous departures, which tempo- 
rarily diminished the burthens of the city, a cer-' 
tain number of ofiicial departments, and a whole 
army of conunissaries, still remained behind. 
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From tliat moment^ Dresden became the centre 
of all the movements of the French army» and the 
key to its positions in Saxony. It was converted 
into an intrenched camp, provided with a garrison 
sufficiently numerous, and having for it^ barriers, 
on either side of the river, Koenigstein and Lili- 
enstein, it might oppose a vigorous resistance to 
every hostile undertaking of the enemy. After the 
departure of Napoleon, the works on the fortifica- 
tions were continued with the greatest activity, 
especially those on the left bank, on the Pima and 
Freyberg roads. Draw-bridges were constructed 
before the inner gates of the city, the outlets of 
some streets towards the half-demolished ram- 
parts, on the left of the Wilsdruf-gate, were 
closed with palisades. The inhabitants of seve- 
ral houses situated in the line of the rampart, 
near the Wilsdruf and Pima gates, and near See- 
tfaoor, were obliged to quit them, and they were 
converted into small forts. A conimandant was 
appointed to each suburb. 

Whilst these preparations for defence were mak- 
ing at Dresden, a new army, well equipped, under 
the command of General Yandamme, about 40,000 
strong, composed for the greater part of infantry, 

VOL.II. o 
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and furnished with a numerous artillery, was Cross- 
ing the Elbe, from the l?th to the 19th of August, 
and repaired to the theatre of war ; it arrived on 
the Lower Elbe, and having passed over to the 
right bank, approached the frontiers of Bohemia. 
Each of its divisions took up their station succes- 
sively in the wood of Dresden, where the barracks, 
abandoned by the troops who had gone forward, 
were still in existence. The first division that 
h^ad arrived gave place to that which followed, and 
continued to advance along the Bautzen road. 

This army had scarcely completed its march 
when contradictory rumours were afloat, concern* 
ing the progress of the Fr^iich arms, till at last 
Marshal Gpuvion St. Cyr, who had been intrusted 
to guard thedefiles of Bohemia^ on the right bank of 
theSUbe, removed his head-quaxters on the eveping 
of the 22nd of August, from Pirjjpia to Dresden. 
A report was spread that his division* o^timated at 
20,000 men, had been beaten by the AXii^^ near 
Giesshubel, and that, after a series of engagements, 
it had been forced to abandon its position on Hol- 
lenberg. Many of the wounded who came from 
that quarter, confirmed that the French were 
briskly pursued by the Allies. When it was 
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known that the Russiuuiy under the command of 

General Wittgenstein, had, on the 22d of August, 

carried the fortifications of Pirha by assault, and 

that they were advancing without any possibility 

of being checked, alarm was entertained for the 

fate of Dresden, According to some, the attack 

of the capital of Saxony formed originally a part 

of the plan conceived by Moreau ; others said, 

that the prompt retreat of Marshal St. Cyr upon 

that city, and the rapidity with which Napoleon 

advanced upon Marshal Blucher, induced the 

Allies to change their first plan, and concentrate 

their forces upon the rear of the grand French 

army. However, if it be observed that, from 

Dresden Napoleon could give any direction he 

chose to his offensive operations ; that the Allies 

on every attack towards the east, saw that their 

rear was threatened, if the French should be forced 

to maintain a defensive war, it must appear pro- 

bable that the capture^ of so important a point 

entered originally into the plan of the operations 

of the allied army. 

The same evening, by order of the commandant, 

the gates of the city were closed at half-past eight, 

and those of the suburbs at nine. The next day, the 

o s 
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23d of August, at a very early hour, lines of French 
infentry were seen upon the heights between 
Leuben and Roeknitz, at less than the distance of 
half a league from the city. A fire of musketry 
was heard close at hknd, and the Cossacks ap- 
peared in the distance. The Friench were repulsed 
as far as the intrenchments of the suburbs. The 
cavalry, the baggage, and the wounded, entered in 
crowds by all the gates. The fears of the inhabi- 
tants continually increased. Those of the suburbs 
which were threatened, made their escape in 
shoals into the city. Already water was conveyed 
to the tops of the buildings. 

It is known that the combined armies of the 
Russians and Prussians entered Bohemia on the 
very same day (the 12th of August,) that Aus- 
tria had declared war against France * ; they had 
united, on the 17th, with the Austrian forces, and 
this triple allied army, of which the Prince of 
Schwartzenberg had the chief command^ had en- 
tered Saxony in four divisions ; the Austrians, 
forming a very extended semicircle, had taken the 
road through Gommotau ; the Russians and Prus- 

* The manifesto of Austria, worthy of a {^aee by the aide of 
that of 1809, may be found m the 4th sheet of Altenstucke Jvi^ 
die Deut^chen 
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sians, under command of Wittgenstein and Kleist, 
advanced by the Pina load. Whilst an aimy pi 
inferior numbers was to remain upon the frontiers 
of Silesia^ in order to occupy the enemy, thief>rin- 
cipal forces were to menace the giand Erench 
army that was marching forward, by throwing 
themselves upon the road of communication ; thus 
protecting Silesia, and the marquisate of Bnmde« 
burg. 

After the arrival of the King of Naples, on the 
24th of August, the preparations of defence daily 
became more serious, and the moment of a san- 
guinary engagement did not appear far distant. 
In the afternoon, the King of Naples, on horse- 
back, approached the heights occupied by the 
Russians^ to reconnoitre thcar position ; be was 
much e^qposed during this observation to the balls 
both of the iniantry of the advanced posts^ and.of 
the cavalry, who approached withjnvch boldness* 
The very same ei^ning the cannon were fired -on 
the ranipai:ts of «the,city, on account of the victo- 
ries gained in Silesia, which a bulletin posted up 
in the streets mentioned with much stress. It 
therein WM stated that Blucher's army was in full 
retreat* However^ it afterwards appeared that 
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this pretended retreat was nothing but a weil-cal* 
cnlated manoeuTie, attached to tiie plan of the 
campaign. By making a great noise about these 
feigned victwi^s, the French sought rather to ele- 
vate the spirits of the inhabitants of Dresden, 
than to^ impose upon the enemy. In the mean time 
the Allies drew nearer and nearer to the city, and 
the line of their advanced posts extended from 
Blasewitz to the heights of the village of Plauen, 

On the 25th, in the morning, the army descend- 
ed into the plain. The head-quarters of Count 
Wittgenstein was at Lockwitz; the cannonade 
began with day*light, and the enemy essayed 
some attacks upon the advanced works, but with* 
out sustaining these efforts vigorously. The French 
withdrew closer to the city, partly towards the 
exterior fortifications near the gates, partly to- 
wards the gardens of the suburbs, where the con- 
struction of abbatis and parapets was continued. 

The detached corps of cavalry, infantry, and 
soldiers of the train, encamped upon the right 
bank, appeared only to have awaited the signal of 
engagement, in order to inflict on the unfortunate 
inhabitants, the utmost evils of war. Uncertain 
if, on the following day, the remaining possessions 
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of the imfoitimate country^would be ia th^ir power> 
Hiey abandoned theirselves to an Unreitmned 
syst^n of plunder, and spoiled it of every thing 
that they had lutherto respected, from the conei- 
deration that it might probably be useM to them. 
Several of the unhappy sufferer^ abandoned their 
fields and houses to the mercy of the plunderers, 
and retired into the city> where they appeared in 
the squares, seated upon the miserable wreck of 
Uieir goods. Thud passed the eve of the bloody 
engagements that were pending. On the eastward 
of the great garden, the cotnbustion of the village 
of Streiftsen illuminated the heavens^ eclipsed the 
sj^ndour of the bivouac fires, and appeared t6 
ibretel to the inhabitants of Dreedw the fkte 
which awaited ti^ir homes. 

Hhe tumult of arms, and the rattling of waggonil, 
deprived even those of sleep who had sufficient 
C9urage to remain undisturbed. At sun^^rise^ the 
soldiers were seen lying in all the difiieltent streeti^ 
all the avenues leading to the gates weire fiimifi^ 
ed with aftiKery ; every where appeared w^efxing 
wemen and childr^i. Who had quitted their honses 
in the suburbs. At break of d^y, the French 
had been driven out by the Prussians from the 
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great garden, which forms a square, about 6,600 
feet in length, and 3,000 in breadth, where the 
tirailleura found a commodious shelter behind the 
tufted trees. The troops, under command of Ge- 
neral St. Cyr, had taken up their ground behmd 
the works. The hostile army was advancing to- 
wards the city on all sides ; it was not, however, 
completely assembled before Dresden till the 
26th ; including the corps under the command of 
Count Klenau, it amounted to 120,000 men. The 
Allies took up an advantageous position, and con- 
fidently assured the inhabitants of the ne^hbour- 
hood that their success could not be doubtful. The 
Emperor Alexander established his head-quarters 
at Rcethnitz, and the King of Prussia at LockMritz. 
At break of day the artillery of the Allies battered 
the fortifications of the city, and the fire of mus- 
ketry becoming brisker, announced that the dan- 
ger was approaching. One effort, well supported, 
seemed sufficient for capturing, by assault, a city 
defended by defeated troops, and which had been 
enclosed in a semi-cirde on all sides, except on 
that of Frederickstadt, which remained open, 
because the left wing of the Allies was not suffi- 
ciently advanced. 
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As early as the two preceding days^ public rumour 
had announced the arrival of Napoleon ; he had, 
it was said, abandoned the Bober with the chosen 
body of his troops, and was marching towards 
Saxony, to drive the Allies from the Elbe. At 
nine in the morning he entered the city, followed 
by a part of his guard, and from that moment a 
continued march of infantry, cavalry, and artillery 
was seen on the shores of the Elbe, coming from 
the direction of Bautzen. This retrograde move- 
ment of the French was the result of the wise 
plans that the Allies were beginning to put in 
execution ; for Napoleon, in order to overcome the 
difficulties which three powerful armies at once 
opposed to him, namely, that of the Crowa 
Prince of Sweden in the north of Germany, of 
Blucherin Silesia, and of the Allies in Bohemia, 
appeared, according to his favourite system, to 
wish to fell with superior force upon a single 
corps of his enemy. With this intention he had 
executed a movement on the frontiers of Bohemia, 
by way of Rombdurg and Grabel, with the corps 
^armie, under Prince Poniatowski. In the mean 
time, being informed that the Bohemian frontier 
was already passed by the Allies, he suddenly 
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threw himaelf into Silesia aad Lusatiii^ aad rushed 
upon Blqcher. But, conformably with the plan« 
of the campaign, in which the genius of Moreau 
was displayed, Blucher avoided the attack, and 
drew his adversary into his rear, at the moment 
when the Grown Prince of Sweden inight be able 
to direct his forces upon Lusatia, and the army 
of Bohemia might advance upon the Elbe, to 
rescue him from an unequal contest. When Na^ 
poleon bad perceived this plan of the Allies, he 
abandoned the pursuit of Blucher, who was re* 
tiling before him ; he oj^secLbut one single corps 
to him, under Marshal Macdonald, and returned 
in person to the Elbe with the rest oi his forces. 
The exhaustion of his soldiers attested the ra]ndity 
vnth wfatdi these movements had been executed ; 
every instant aidt$'de-camp were hastening alotig 
the Bautzen road, in order to acoejerate the march 
of the troops; between noon and seven in the 
evemng, 60,000 men crossed over the Elbe. The 
infimtry came up at the pas de charge to the black 
gate ; the moment of delay, occasioned by the 
narrowness of the passage, was devoted to the 
ve-establnhment of order in the advanciiig co** 
lumns. These in&nt soldiers> for so the French 



IN THE TEAR 1813. 908 

tfaemsdves cdled them, endured^ without allay, 
«apardiiiig thirst; vainly did they loag for some 
refreiAaient ; they were made to traverse the 
city at the pasde chargey and march immediately 
upon the enemy. The fine regiments of Latow 
Maubonrg's caralry, of which the Saxon cuiras«- 
siers formed tiie Hitey passed over the bridge with 
a stately air, theij ey(BS directed towards the spot 
where, on the following day, they were to per- 
form a decisive part. '' H^w strong are the Allies ?** 
said the French officers to the inhabitants, who 
awaited with apprehension the fate which they 
might experience from the issue of the battle.^ 
Having heard the conjectures of the citteens on 
this head, they confidently replied, ** Oh, we are 
stronger." Others, still more boasting, expatiat>> 
ed (m victories gained upon the Bober, sad on the 
defeat of the Prassums, in order at once to en^ 
courage themselves and the citizens. 

Napoleon, soon aiter his arrival, appeared willk 
Jiis suite on tfacT square between the castle and 
the bridge. A detachment of gcwbftiist formed 
a circle, in the midst of whi<^ be was seeit un- 
daunted, upon his white horse. Hie moment 
when the Allies might have successfolly attempted 
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to assault the city was already passed ; and, as 
the cannonade, which had been kept up uninter^ 
luiptedly from the morning, began to slacken to* 
wards noon, it was foelieved that no serious attack 
would take place. After the lapse of an hour. 
Napoleon issued from the Pima gate, and repaired 
to the outer gates of the suburb, to observe the 
position of the Allies ; then he made his disposi- 
tion for the battle, conformably with a plan that 
he had traced, as was said, the preceding night, 
and founded on the. reports of Marshal St. Cyr. 
It is affirmed that, after having seen the position 
of the enemy, he exclaimed, with surprise, '' These 
dispositions are not made by a Grerman, but by a 
Frenchman !'' He soon after returned ; he ap* 
peared gloomy and absorbed in reflection, Seve* 
ral of his waggons, which had remained in the 
new town, in front of a house that had been se- 
lected for him, crossed the. Elbe. The King of 
Saxony, for whom another had been prepared in 
the new town, remained at the palace, where Na- 
poleon had also alighted. 

About four o'clock, at the time when the whole 
of the guard, and a numerous cavaky, had crossr 
ed the Elbe, the Allies approached Dresden 
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in six coliinms* Forty pieces of artillery, planted 
in the great garden, fired upon the French fortifi- 
cations, and on the whole semicircle between the 
tile manufitctory and Frederickstadt. The Allies 
also kept up a terrible fire upon the works. The 
line constructed by the French, as I have already 
observed^ extended to the north-east, from the 
bank of the Elbe to the high road to Freyberp, 
and to the river Weiseritz, advancing several hun- 
dred paces into the plain. Between these two 
extreme points five considerable forts were erect* 
ed, with smaller redoubts, reciprocally covering 
each other ; the first was upon the bank of the 
Elbe, eastward of the city, before the tile manu- 
factory ; the second to the south of the city, but 
at a considerable distance from the first, before 
the gate of the suburb of Pima, not far from the 
great garden, and on the Pirna road ; the third, 
to the right of the road which leads to Dohna, not 
far firom the garden planted with tufted trees, for- 
merly called Moczinski; the fourth, before the 
Falconry, on the left of the high road which leads to 
the valley of Plauen ; lastly, the fifth, before the 
barrier of Freyberg, to the left of the high road*. 
* The i^ew plan of Dresden^ and its environs, taken by J. G. 
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The suburbs of the old town were surrounded by 
strong palisades, and the bridge over the Weise- 
ritz, that unites it with Frederickstadt, was de- 
fended by artillery. The gardens in the suburbs 
were lined with light infantry, several pleasure 
houses at their extremities, not excepting that of 
Prince Anthony, in the suburb of Pima, were 
furnished with loop-holes, and all the inter* 
vals of the surrounding walls were enclosed by 
paHsades. Soldiers bivouacked in the interior 
ramparts of the old town. The windows of seve* 
ral houses, situated near the gates, were furnished 
with tirailleurs ; before the inner gates and avenues 

Lebmann^ will facilitate the reader*s comprehension of the ope- 
rations ; it includes a greater part of the neighbourhood than 
any other; it extends as far as the wood of Dresden^ on die 
north-east ; on the east, as far as Striessen and Zschemitz ; to 
the west, as far as Priessnitz ; and on the south, to Plauen ; con- 
aequently, it comprehends the principal points of the field oi 
battle, and even shews the fortifications erected in 1813« This 
plan is sold with or without the work entitled, Dresden und 
9eine Skiksale im Jahr^ 1813, vom Mai bis November; that is 
to say. Description of Dresden, and History of the Erests 
which occurred there from the month of May to November, 
1813, by C. A. Weinhold. In order to acquire a still more exact 
' idea of the ground, one may consult T^utgraphuche reise charte 
dvfcft die undiegende gegend von Dresden, A Topographical 
Itinefttry of ih» Eavirona of Dresden, which was also published 
there ; and the well-known map of Blakenberg. 
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leading to the gates' of the auburbs, gend'armes 
were posted, who carefully examined the soldiers 
who returned into the city ; cannon had also been 
placed in the same situation, doubtless more for 
the purpose of driving back the fugitive Vretuk, 
or dispersing assemblies^ of die populace, than 
for preventing the approach of an enemy*. 
While the pieces placed on the bank of the 

* The foUowing is the secret order issued by General Drouot 
to the officers of artillery, who commanded the cannon pl«nted 
near the gates of the suburbs, and served by the artillerj^men of 
the guard : '< In case the troops belonging to the infantry or ca- 
valry, no matter of what OHrps or division, shoald be base enough 
to quit their ranks, in order to retire towards the suburbs, the 
officers of the gendartnerie, in charge of the barriers, are com- 
manded immediately to send them back, making known to them 
that they will be fired upon, if they do not retrace their steps ; 
if, notwithstanding, the fugitives should advance towards the 
barriers, the officers of artillery commanding the guns which are 
planted there, shall consider themselves as bound to fire upon 
such persons, and not to suffer them to enter the city, to disse- 
minate disturbance and alarm. At the same time, such inhabit- 
ants . as may be found in the streets, must be sent back to their 
houses, and must not be suffered to form assembKes. If they 
should shew any disinclination to obey the order, and should 
oppose the ffendarmes^ they shall also be fired upon ; at the same 
time, not suffering them to approach too near the guns.* 

On this note M. Aubert de Vitry observes : " The author not 
dtii^ his authority, the orders which he attributes to General 
Drouot, possess no historical authenticity/' It surely cannot 
equally be said that they possess no historical probability. 

Ed. 
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river, near the high road to Bautzen, fiiup- 
ported the fire of the fortifications in front of 
the suburb of Pima, whidi the Russians and 
Prussians were attacking with fury. Napoleon 
caused several columns of the young guard to de- 
bouch from the quarter of the tile manufactory, or 
the outer gate, on the eastern side, in order to 
dislodge the Russians from their position near the 
village of Blasewitz. There whole ranks of French, 
attacking with fury, were overthrown, and the 
young guard succeeded only by the most unparal- 
leled efforts in obtaining any advantage, and re- 
pulsing the enemy to the rear of the wood of 
Blasewitz *• Other intrenchments, as far as the 

* One of my friends, who had an opportunity of observing 
^at was passing upon this point, communicated to me the fol« 
lowing circumstances : during the battle of the 26th, at the mo- 
ment when the left wing of the French was debouching from the 
quarter of the tile-manufactory, and all the adjacent streets were 
choked up with soldiers, cannon, and ammunition waggons, these 
crowded masses were in danger of sustaining considerable loss , 
by the following accident : A Russian battery was firing upon 
some French howitzers, placed upon a height near the fortifica- 
tions, in front of the tile-manufactory, which kept up a murder- 
ous fire on the mass of Russian cavalry. A Russian missile set 
fire to a French ammunition w^gon, drawn by four horses, and 
l^den with howitzer shells, which, exploding one after the other, 
killed, in the first ins^ce, two of the horses ; the other two, 
turning about, set ofi* full gallop towards the city, with the 



m THE YEAR 1813, 209 

suburb of Freyberg, especially near the high roads 
of Racknitz and Plauen, were attacked with the 
same fury. Fresh troops were incessantly de- 
bouching through the gates in order to defend the 

burning ammunition waggon. The battalions that were de- 
bouching drew back at this sight, and the greatest disorder 
ensued at the gate. Some more shells chanced to burst, 
at that moment, and killed a third horse, detaching at the 
same time the three dead horses from the blazing carriage. The 
remaining horse, still drawing along the waggon, was fired upon 
from the gate ; he turned about, and stopped near the meadow 
of the Elbe, unable farther to proceed. A few moments after the 
waggon blew up, throwing its contents as far as the Beer-bastion, 
in the new town. The unfortunate s»iimal, dreadfully mangled, 
remained still standing before the burning remains of the wag- 
gon, and did not die till the evening. The moment when the 
principal outlet of the street was likely to have been blocked 
up by this ammunition waggon, was rendered still more import- 
ant, because the enemy threatened to turn the French left wing 
upon ^e height behind the Stuckgiesser garden. The French 
column which defended that height formed precisely the extreme 
left ; between it and the Elbe was a considerable interval, into 
which the Russian tirailleurs had already begun to penetrate, aiid 
the Russian cavalry had made a movement to advance towards 
it. The gate of the tile-manufactory remained blocked up for 
some moments ; but some superior officers having repaired 
thither, order was restored, and they made fresh masses ad- 
vance against the enemy ; the Polish lances charged the Rus- 
sian tirailleurs, and the French were enabled to reassume an of- 
fensive attitude upon that point. Some French tirzulleurs formed 
a new line as far as the Elbe ; the Russian lines, enfiladed by the 
artillery on the right bank, withdret^r, and the Allies lost the 
advantageous position in front of Blasewitz. 
VOL. II. P 
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pottitioiis that were menaced. The French wert 
briskly poshed on several points, while, up<m 
the Plauen and Freyberg roads, the Austrians 
vigorously resisted the troops which were »ivanc- 
ing upon Loefotau, the Prussians fought with ad- 
mirable bravery in the great garden, from which 
the French could not succeed in dislodging them. 
Some companies of the young guard were repulsed 
as faor as the neighbourhood of the garden of Prince 
Anthony, but they returned to the contest, when 
they found themselves saluted by the balls of their 
•companions •. Numerous shells were crossing 
each other in their passage over the unfortunate 
city of Dresden, and set sotneiiouses of the suburbs 
on fire ; even in the old town many of the foofs 
weite damaged, especially in the Seegasse and the 
Kreutssgasse. The danger was every moment be- 
coming more imminent ; the inhabitants, in mourn- 
ful silence, awaited the most fatal occurrences. 
Trouble and confusion every where prevailed ; 
aniciety was depicted on all countenances. 

In proportion aa the balls fell in greater number 

* The auAor will persuade no person to believe, that it was 
necessary to fire upon the soldiers of the guard to make them 
return to the fight. — Frsnch Eo. 
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in the city, the streete became more an4 more 
deserted. The inhabitants shut thedoors af thek 
houses^ and several retired into ceUars ; some^ 
however, who could not retreat quickly enough 
from the streets, were killed or wounded. The 
whole town was a camp ; l^e soldiers, ready to 
advance at the first signal, were lodged ki the 
public squares ; the <carrii^es and horses pressed 
on tumultuously in the streets ; the gates of the 
suburbs were only opened to give egress to tt^ 
troops who were about to engage, or to admit the 
wounded. About six o'ek>ck,:a report was spread 
that the Allies were advancmg in force, and that 
4;he Prussians had already penetrated into the 
suburb of Pirna. The roaring of the cannon was 
redoubled ; some divisions .of the guard, that had 
remained in reserve with sixteen pieces of cannon, 
in the square called the Altemarkt, issued from 
the city at the pas de charge^ and restored the 
balance of the contest. Napoleon, in the midst 
of a shower of balls and bullets, had passed^ at a 
full gallop, into the Schlassgasse (the Castle>stpeet,) 
in order to arrive at the gate of the lake, and thf^ 
barrier of Qippoldiswalde. After having stopped 

there an instant, I^ had hastened to the field of 

p 2 
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battle ; an officer of his suite was killed by his 
side, and sevend of his aidts-dt-camp were wound- 
ed. The advanced works before the barrier of 
Freyberg, the fire of which had been silenced by 
the Austrian artillery, had been already abandon* 
ed by the French. The still more considerable 
works near the Mockzinski garden, had been car- 
ried at nightfall by a Hungarian regiment, after 
an obstinate contest, which cost the Austrians 
many men. The French made new efforts ; to- 
wards six o'clock they commenced a vigorous at^ 
tack on the last-mentioned works, and, supported 
by the fire of the soldiers belonging to the imperial 
guard, who were posted in the garden, they recap- 
tured them. The favourable moment for tskking a 
city by assault„defended by very strong works, and 
by an army that had already increased to at least 
100,000 men, had long since passed ; the Allies, 
therefore, withdrew in the night to the heights 
whence they had descended at the moment of the 
attack, and the French remained masters of their 
fortifications. Some columns of prisoners, com- 
posed for the greater part of Gallician Poles, were 
the fruit of that day's engagement. About nine 
at ni^t the cannonade ceased on every point. 
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The flames of some houses, situated before the 
Falcon barrier, where several howitzer shells had 
follen, illumined that night of alarm. If an assault 
were no longer apprehended, every thing indicated 
that the two armies were about to renew the 
battle on the following dayT The French troops 
bivouacked before the barriers and in the suburbs. 
On several points the ^^llies were QParc^y a 
musket-shot distant from them. Ne^ the village 
of Strehla, behind the great garden, both Aus- 
trian and French suttlers had taken jip their 
ground, mingled together without distinction, 
like good friends ; the officers and soldiers of the 
two armies came to buy brandy of them indisqri* 
minately ; and, while they refreshed themselves, 
conversed together concemingtheeventsof the day 
Towards midnight a sm9.ll rain came on, which 
soon increased so much that the water feU in yu- 
ceasing torrents; troops and trains of airtiUery 
were passing >ovier the bridge^ Many of the con- 
scripts took advantage of the profound darkness 
of the night to escape, by concealing themselves 
in the neighbourhood, from the dangers which 
awaited them oh the following day. This ciroum* 
stance will explain the reason, that a regiment of 
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the young guard, 3,000 strotig, and which had 
suflfered but little frorii the enemy's fire, returned 
to the field of battle the next morning with 900 
only. 

The sun was risen ; the divisions of Marmont 
and Victor ranged themselves in order of battle. 
The Freaeh, covered by their works, aiid protect- 
ed by a numerotis artillery, possessed great ad- 
vantages for an attack ; their way of communica* 
tion was not intercepted ; if they gained advan- 
tages, they were able to pursue them ; if they 
were beaten, they might retire in perfect safety^ 
without the AlUes presuming to follow them within 
reach of the cannon of Dresdefi*. About six 
o'clock, Napoleon went out of the Wilsdruf gate^ 
nearly at the same time the Allies rec^ved the 
l^rendi^ Who were advancing towards them, by a 
cannonade. The attacks of the French began about 
dght ^'clock $ the ^rst was directed against the 
ca^tr^ of the Allies, placed upon the hetgfats of 
Zsch^mitz and Raeknitz^ which extended itffdf 
frcmi Leubnitz, to the eastern border of the valley 
of I^aueii. llie Allies vigorously defended Hken 
p^itidfi, and the Austrian artillery made great 

• See General Stewart's Report. Appendix, l^o. XXVII. 
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havoc in the ranks of the Freooh. While KapoleoA 
remained undiaturbed between theFaleea bamer 
and the road to Dippoldiswalde» with an annyol 
reflerve amounting at leaat to 3^^000 mm^ the at- 
tack was constantly supported by the in&i^try^ 
which was advancing nearer and nearer towards 
the enemy, but without effect. After two hours' 
fighting, the enemy was no longer annoyed m tht^t 
quarter of his position, but by a feeble cannoHade ; 
the efforts of the French were directed against the 
r^t wing, composed of Russians and Prussians^ 
which extended from Leubnitz, by Streisaen and 
Blasewitz* But these attacks appeared only in- 
tended to facilitate the operations against the left 
wing, stretching from Todscben, along the western 
side, in the hollow of Plauen, as £ur 9s Qorbitac, 
upon the Freyberg road. This division, composed 
for the greater part of Oallician and Hungarian 
owscripts, badly equipped, and little esqperienced, 
was also exposed by a defect of its position, for 
the deep valley of Weiseritz, behind Plauen, 
completely detached it from the centre and the 
light wing. Napoleon took advant«^ of this 
tactical fault; besides, the left wing was not 
strong enough, efficiently to cover the Zschone- 
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grund, nor the defiles of Prieesnitz and Leutewkz, 
which open at one of their extremities upon the 
banks of the Elbe, and at the other on the high- 
road of Freyberg. As these important points 
were hardly even observed, the King of Naples 
found no difficulty in completely turning the left 
wing of the enemy, with a division of infantry and 
cavalry, under the command of Marshal Victor, 
and the brave Latour-Maubourg. Towards the 
evening, Joachim, who had prepared his operation 
the day before by occupying the defile of Cotta, 
debouched by the Zschonegrund, at no great dis- 
tance from the village of Pennerig. ' This move- 
ment was decisive ; the enemy made a vigorous 
resistance on the eminences bordering upon the 
valley of Weiseritz ; but the rain which fell in 
torrents rendered defence very difficult, it pre- 
vented the soldier from firing, and left him the 
use of his bayonet alone. The left wing was com- 
pletely routed, both by the French cavalry, which 
charged with' fury, and the horse artillery, which 
fired from the heights near Nausslitz and Rossthal. 
General Vandamme, since the 25th, had crossed* 
the Elbe near Kcenigstein ; the Allies, understand- 
ing that he was advancing upon Pima, and that he 
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threatened their communications with Bohemia, 
had akeady determined to retreat, when the 
movement of the King of Naples occasioned the 
rout of their left wing. The Austrians, repulsed 
from the Dippoldiswalde road, by which they 
might have retreated, surrounded by cavalry,^ 
taken in the rear near Gorbitz, surrendered, to the 
amount of more than 10,000 men, with their gene- 
ral, Metzko ; a small number of them made their 
escape through the hollow ways that lead into the 
valley of Weiseritz ; a considerable portion even 
of those who had dispersed themselves were also 
taken upon the field. 
The d^ath of Moreau *, doubtless, produced a 

* Moreau died at six in the morning of the 3d of September ; 
an account from Toeplitz, written the day subsequent to his 
death, states, that " he was in the act of giving some opiiiioa 
on military matters, .while passing with the Emperor of Russia 
behind a Prussian battery, to which two French batteries were. 
answering,' one in front and the other in flank. Lord Cathcart' 
and Sir Robert Wilson were listening to him, when a ball struck 
his thigh, carried off his leg, passed through his horse, aQ4. 
shattered his other leg to pieces. He uttered a deep gproan,: 
but immediately after the first agony of pain was over, he spoke 
with the utmost tranquillity, and called for a cigar. They bore 
htm off the field on a litter, made of Cossacks' pikes, and car- 
ried him to a cottage at a short distance, which, however,. was 
so much Exposed to the fire, that they were obliged, after merely . 
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great influence on the mdottaaaite issue of this 
battle. This magnanimous hero, who bad quitted 
hi9 tranquil retreat beyond the Atlantic, to fight 
for the liberties of the old world, which his im« 
placable antagonist trampled under his feet, was 
about noon on horseback, by the ^de of the Em- 
peror Alexander, upon an eminence behind the 
Tillage of Racknitz, whence he might follow the 
morements of the centre and the right wing; a 

binding up his wounds, to remove him further off to the Em- 
peror*s quarters, where one leg was amputated, he sBioking the 
whole time* When the surgeon informed him that he must de- 
prive him of his other, he observed, without shewing any pain or 
peevishness, but in the calmest manner, that, had he known that 
befere the first operation, be should have preferred dyii^. He 
had been soaked through and through* The litter on which 
Ihey had hitherto conveyed him was covered with wet straw, 
flttd a cloak, drenched by the rain, which continued in torrents 
' faring the wh(^ day. About seven in the evening of the am- 
pntation, he was placed in a litter formed of the body of a coach , 
iHid on the 28th, at ftmr in the motmnf, was removed through 
]M|^ldiswalde to Laun, wheiehe seesawed to be going on well, till 
a kmg confecenee took place between him and three or four of 
the allied generals, by which be was completely exhausted. Soon 
after this be became extremely sick, and hourly grew worse. 
Through the whole of his suffiariags he bore his fate with a he- 
roism end grandeur of mind not to be surpassed ; and, from hia 
coniposiire and cahnness, appeared to those with whom be 
conversed to endure but little pam. 8ee also the author's Note 
on Sir Charles Stewarf s despatches. Appendix, No. XXV II.— 
Ed. 
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ball, probably fired from a field battery, pkced oo 
the edge of the hollow way, behind the little diA- 
teau of Placentia, passed through the belly of his 
horse, and crushed both his legs. He was at first 
removed to shelter in the house of a neighbouring 
peasant, afterwards conveyed on a litter to Noeth- 
nitz, two leagues and a half from Dresden ; there 
he underwent the amputation of his limbs ; he was 
then conveyed to Laun, in Bohemia, where, at the 
end of five days, he died, according to the expres- 
sion of the Emperor Alexander, " as he had lived, 
with all the self-possession of a firm and great 
spirit/* Every precaution had been taken to con- 
ceal firom the French army that a general so much 
revered by them was in the neighbourhood ; even 
the mention of it was forbidden under the most 
severe penalties ; an equal anxiety was now shewn 
to publish the gratifying news of his death. 

At fiv6 in the evening. Napoleon, drenched with 
rain, passed on horseback, on his return to the 
castle^ through the street of Wilsdruf, accompanied 
by some Austrian generals taken prisoners, and 
f<^wed by a .detachment of the youag guard ; 
some regiments Vere obliged to halt, in order to 
let the train pass on, and saluted him with theiv 



220 CAMPAIGN IN SAXONY, 

joyful acclamations*. Ten Austrian standards 
were borne in triumph across the city by the sol- 
diers of the^ard, as far as the hotel of Prince 
Anthony : they were publicly suspended in the 
grand porch, and sentinels were planted near 
them. This place was not selected with much 
regard to delicacy, as they were placed directly 
under the eyes of the Prince s consort, sister to 
the Emperor of Austria. The artillery taken in 
the battle followed, with the prisoners, forming se- 
veral ccdumnsf. This was a miserable sight. 
Exhausted by a long and painful march across 
the district of Erzgebirg, where the roads had 
been rendered almost impracticable, these unfor- 
tunate beings, after having suffered the severest 
privations, exhausted by the most painful fatigue, 
had arrived upon the field of battle, where the 
destructive legions of the enemy had been en- 
camped during several months. Many of them 
were grievously wounded, all clothed in tattered 
garments, devoured with hunger, which they said 
they had not been able to satisfy since their de- 

* It is said that he answered them by exclaiming, ** The 
Austrians are. beaten T 

t See the Official Reports on the events of the 26th and 27th 
Appendi^i XXV. and XXVI, 
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parture from Bohemia. In want of bread, and 
having rarely been able to find a few potatoes, 
these unfortunate wretches fell greedily upon the 
refreshments that were furnished them by the 
compassion of the inhabitants of Dresden. All 
these prisoners, for the greater part AustriaQs, 
amounting nearly to 13,000 men, were shut up in 
the protestant church, and the Wallegarten of the 
Bruhl. Their number was still farther augment- 
ed the next day by dispersed soldiers, who vo- 
luntarily repaired to the city, and were conducted 
under escort. As the place tiiat had been allotted 
for the prisoners was not yet ready, several of them 
sought for shelter, during the first night, in the 
porches of the houses, where chiiritable persons 
dressed their wounds, and alleviated their suflfer- 
ings. The French authorities afforded scarcely any 
relief to these wretches, and if the inhabitants had 
not commiserated them, a still greater number 
would have perished in these prisons, where, from 
their neglected wounds and hunger, they uttered 
lamentable cries. The citizens carried into the 
churches quantities of bread and provisions of 
all kinds, but it was impossible to satisfy the wants 
of every one, and the crowd was so great about 
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the permns who made the distribution, that the 
sentinels had often ^lough to do to protect 
them. Tlie peaceable citizens, little accustonai^ 
toithese socoies of horror, shuddered when they 
saw, one B(iomkig» before a churchy the car<$ases 
of several of these unfortunate victims of want. 
On the following days^ a new aiid pitiable spec- 
tacle was presented^ when those who were most 
grievously wounded^ several of whom were quite 
naked, were transported from the churches into 
the hos|»tals*. The French treated their wounded ' 
enemies with still more cool indifference than 
(their own. During tihe two latter days^ about 
10,000 French were wounded. The churches 
were defiled in various ways by being converted 
into prisons, and public worship could not, for 
some time, be celebrated joi them. It was not 
!till the 31st of August, that a part of the Austrian, 
Jlussian, and Prussian prisonem were transported 
from Dresden, hy way of Meissen. Their external 
appeaiiraiice bespoke their sufferii^gs; when they 
were seen devouring with avidity pieces of raw 
>horse-flesh, it became easy to give credit to pub- 
lic rumour respecting the bad treatment that they 

* At that period there were twenty-four hospitals in the city. 
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had received. A great part of the AustriaiM, par- 
ticularly the militia whidi had been recently en- 
rolled in Poland^ entered immediaitely into the 
French service ; dressed in their new uniform^ 
they were soon seen practising the French exer- 
ciscr that they might be enabled, without delay, to 
join the ranks of their new comrades. The streets 
of Dresden still continued to serve for bivouacs. 
Here stolen cattle were slaughtered, and under the 
Unden-trees innumerable fires were lighted, near 
which repasts were prepared; there neglected 
wounded soldiers, or others on the point of pe* 
risbing from fatigue, were seen reclining by the 
side of dead horses. In another qxiftrter the 
peasants of tl^e left bank took up their nbode, 
with their half--naked children, the cattle l!hey hatl 
been able to preserve, and the nraiains of their 
effects. Upon the bridge was a confused mass 
of soldiers, carriage^, ^peasants, and cattle; alto- 
gether this was a more- horrible spectacle than 
that of the field of battle itself, to which, however, 
cupidity or curiosity attracted •a iraat number of 
spectators as soon as the cannonade had ceased. 
Within the circuit of a league about the old town, 
the eye encountered nothing but scenes of horror. 
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Thouaands of dead, belonging to the most warlike 
nations of Europe, strewed the plain where the 
battle had been sustained with obstinate fury ; 
many of these bodies were half naked, or com- 
pletely stript ; several were lacerated with hide- 
ous wounds, crushed under the wheels of cannon 
and carriages; the ditches and the miry pools 
were filled with men and horses. In no part were 
the dead in greater number than near the garden 
of Mockzinski, before the Falcon batrrier, in the 
^eat garden, near the little chateau, and the 
mills, before the gate of Lcebtau. According to 
custom, the killed on the French side had been 
buried, especially in the quarter nearest to the 
city; the heaps of earth newly thrown up, and 
the limbs protruding from the shallow graves, 
alone pointed out the ravages that death had made 
in their ranks. French soldiers and common 
prostitutes stole to the field of battle, and snatch- 
ed from the bodies, yet reeking with blood, a piece 
of clothing, or searched for money and watches. 
Old and young, were strolling about to pick up 
bullets and arms, dispersed in frightful disorder 
upon the scene of action, in the midst of the wreck 
of carriages and ammunition-waggons that had 
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been blown up. All the neighbouring villages had 
suffered from fire or pillage ; every thing that had 
escaped the fury of the retreating army was 
plundered or laid waste by the French in the 
pursuit. Full sheaves of com, that had been 
snatched from the barns, in order to form beds 
for the soldiers, or to feed their horses, were every 
where scattered about; on all sides appeared mi- 
serable peasants, mournfully standing by the 
smoking remains of their houses, or endeavouring 
to collect in the fields the dispersed relics of the 
produce of their labour, and uttering bitter sighs ; 
sometimes finding the doors of their cottages in 
a camp-hut, and their stolen household goods 
among the wood heaped up in the blazing fire of 
a bivouac. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Success^ of t/ie Crown Prince on the Frontiers of Brcmde-- 
botB&gy and ofBlucher in Silesia, — Defeat of Vandamme, 

• -^Outrages committed by the French Soldiery. — JVopo- 
Icon's march to the Defiles of Bohemia, — He retires. — The 
Allies approach Dresden* — Napoleon removes in a lateral 
direction to Leipsic, — Investment of Dresden,^*- Unsucces^ 
ful Sortie made by the Garrison, under Marshal Gouvion 
St. Cyr, — Distress of the Garrison and Inhabitants. — Ca- 
pitulation concluded with Count Klenau. — The Prince of. 
Schwartzenberg refuses to ratify it.'^St. Cyr and ffe 
Garrison made Prisoners of War. . . 

1 HE joy ifor the. victory obtained near Dresden^ 
the advantages of which were exceedingly exiag* 
gerated by the French reports, was soon allayed; 
and the impossibility of ameliorating the actual 
situation of the ^l:ilitary force of Fraxice, was too 
speedily perceived. -Alt hoj^g^h tte efforts of the 
Allies hiid iiot, at that period,. be0n rewarded with 
decisive: success, the f^artsighted ^bs^ygr ai* 
ready: mi^ remark a striking chdsdi^ }n Napo- 
leon V operations* This tes^it; siefWMoqpied mh^ 
was to domihter qver the ^^nl^prises of hiis fidr. 
tetime&l to deploy sfgainst theit efforts sifperi^, 
fijres/fbund M«Snel#, on ithis occasion, from thj^- 

Qs 
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opening of the campaign, encumbered and con- 
fined in his movements. The Allies, on the con* 
traiy, by placing their principal forces in Bohemia, 
possessed the advantage of commanding both 
banks of the Elbe, and of impeding their enemy 
in all his attempts to attack, which were rendered 
still more difficult by the movements of the armies 
of the Crown Prince of Sweden and Field-marshal 
Blucher, made for the purpose of preventing the 
junction of the French forces. In consequence 
of these circumstances, the success that Napoleon 
had just obtained near Dresden, produced no de- 
cisive result upon the general nature of the opera- 
tions, and scarcely presented any obstacle to the 
original plan of the Allies. The efiects of the grand 
victory that they had obtained upon the frontiers 
' of the marquisate of Brandebourg and of Lusatia, 
began to be displayed at the moment when the set- 
ting star of Napoleon was gleaming itis last lustre at 
Dresden. His military fortune had arrived at its 
boundary, and whatever care might be taken to 
prevent information concerning the true situation 
of his army from being spread, still the voice of 
fame, breaking through all the guards and barriers 
provided by an uneasy foresight of events, shewed^ 
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every day more plainly, that a fatal destiny was 
attached to the projects of a chief hitherto ac- 
customed to victory. 

On the night subsequent to the battle, the divi- 
sions of the allied army had withdrawn towards 
the frontiers ^ of Bohemia, and the noise of the 
cannon, which constantly became more distant, 
proved that the engagement was continued with 
the French in the pursuit, which, however, was 
not vigorously sustained, for a report apprized 
the public, that, on the 28th of August, in the 
morning, a division of troops, with artillery, 
had appeared on the heights, for the purpose of 
covering the retreat of the Allies. Several French 
divisions pursued them towards the frontiers of 
Bohemia*. The King of Naples followed them 
beyond Freyberg, towards the defiles issuing 

* Hirough the 'mountains which enclose Bohemia on the ^ 
northern side, six defiles open from east to west, dependant 
on the Saxon territory, and on the right bank of the Elbe: 1st, 
The road from Reichenberg to Friedland, which divides mto two 
branches, one of which leads from Greifenberg into Silesia, and 
the other to Seifenberg, in Saxony. 2d, The Zittau road through 
Leipa and Gabel, upon the left bank of the Elbe. 3rd, The road 
to Giesshubel, through Peterswalde, the principal road between 
^rague and Dresden. 4th, That from Toeplitz to Zinnwalde. 
5th, That from Commotau, through Passberg, to Aunaberg. 
6th, That from the circle of EUenbogen to Plauen^ in Voigtland. 
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from Erzgebirg, Ma#sfaal GouviOn St. Cjrr towatrds 
Giesshubel. Napoleon in person repaired the «Uiy 
after the engagement, about seven in the morning, 
towanis the neighbourhood of Pima; but in the 
evening was on his return to Dresden. The fresh 
victories which, according to the French reports, 
their troops had gained on that and the following; 
day, over the retreating army of the Allies, were 
confined to some insignificant Engagements with 
the enemy's rear- guard, in the plain of Dresden. 
But whilst the happy consequences expected ffonli 
the junction of the armies which were sl^rching 
forward, with the corps of Vahdamme, on the 
frontiers of Bohemia, were spoken of ; the news 
of a suspension of arms, concluded between the 
Austriaris and French, was circulated at Dresden ; 
rumour even spoke of an interview between the 
belligerent powers ; and on the 29th of August 
preparations were made for putting the Marcolini 
palace at Frederickstadt in a state to receive 
Buonaparte. 

But this report was scarcely diffused when 
public attention was called to another object^ 
which had already been whispered by rumour; 
The first consequence of the defeat of Marsha) 
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Oadiiiot, \vfao attempted an incursioa to BerliD^ 
was tke fittndiDg off Marshal Ntey, who had hard^ 
ly quitted tlie field of battle at Dresden, than he 
endeavoured to assemble the ^wreck of the army 
beatenon the 23d of Attgnst at Grossbeeren, in 
ordbrtb arrest the progreM of the Crown Prince 
of JSweden. ' The; danger wa^ stSlmote imminent 
cut the side of the frontiers of Silesia, ^hete 
Blnciier had overcome, on the 26thl of ^Alig^Sti 
at the battle of the Katzbach, the divisibns of 
liaodonald and Sebastian!. 

The vexatious influence ' of these events on the 
operations of the French army had just become 
evident, when all Napoleon's projects of attack 
were annihilated, and bis situation reduced to the 
defensive, b^^ the complete defeat of Vandaisane, 
OQ the SOtfa. of August, near Culm, two miles frorn^ 
TapUlz, where on the day befete 8»000 RussianB^ 
linder General Ostermaan, had opposeii to him 
lAie most vigorcms resistance. ^ 

These reveraes akeady^produced 'the most un- 
happy inftuenoe on the situation of the over-bur* 
thened capital; from that moment marches and- 
countef-lnarches cf the French armies began, 
which pressed mere and more upon Dresden, as 
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Itheir paint d'appui, and daily increasing the devas- 
tation of the country, reduced the theatre of the 
eventful contest into narrower bounds. 

On the 30th, in the afternoon, several divi- 
9ions of the young guard returned from ^ the 
frt)ntiers of Bohemia, defiled on the right bank of 
the Elbe, and encamped in the plain behind Neu- 
dorf, not far distant from the entrenchments on 
fhe road to Grossenhain, where Napoleon oh the 
sgine evening once m<Mre passed them in review. 
A part of these troops defiled farther on the road 
to Grossenhain, which was, during the whole day, 
the scene of this tumultuous movement. A train, 
consisiting of more than fifty carriages, commg 
from Torgau, had an escort of 300 men, for the 
Russian cavalry already spread themselves on the 
Ipwer bank^of the Elbe. Some bands of French 
s^nd German soldiers, the former coming by the 
same road, the latter by way of Koenigsbruck, and 
which formed a part of the wreck of the army beaten 
at Berlin, were dispersed. A long file of wheel- 
barrows, filled with wounded French> which ar- 
rived very late during the night, by way of Stol- 
pen, augmented the embarrassment that had al- 
ready become alarming, in the streets of Neustadt, 
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and upon the bridge. But the next morning the 
greater part of the troops, which, on the preced- 
ing eveniDg, had passed over to the right bank of 
the river, hastily traversed the city, and took the 
Pima road. This movement was ocdasioned by 
the loss that had been experienced in Bohemia, 
the hews of which was circulated the ,same day 
at Dresden, and was confirmed by the fugitives. 
' Some hundreds of Russian and Austrian prisoners 
were, it is true, brought into the city at the same 
moment ; but, by the report of these, as many 
thousands of French were escorted along the mi- 
litary roads of Bohemia. On the following day 
the dispersed wreck of that brilliant carps d*armie^ 
arrived partly disarmed, which Vandamme, four* 
teen days before, had led through the city as on 
their march to certain victory. These troops re* 
established themselves in the camp that had been 
abandoned, situated in the wood on the right bank 
of the Elbe. 

On the 2nd of September fresh corps returned 
to the same side of the river, among the number 
of which was the division under command of Mor- 
tier. Some divisions took the Berlin road, but 
the greater part went towards Bautzen, to support 
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theiv point d'appui, and daily increasing the devas- 
tation of the country, reduced the theatre of the 
eventful contest into narrower bounds. 

On the SOth, in the afternoon, several divi- 
9ioDs of the young guard returned from the 
frontiers of Bohemia, defiled on the right bank of 
the Elbe, and encamped in the plain behind Neu- 
dorf, not far distant from the entrenchments on 
fhe road to Grossenhain, where Napoleon on the 
sgine evening once m<Mre passed them in review. 
A part of these troops defiled farther on the road 
to Grossenhain, which was, during the whole day, 
the scene of this tumultuous moveifnent. A train, 
$K>n9isjting of more than fifty carriages, coming 
from Torgau, had an escort of 300 men, for the 
Russian cavalry already spread themselves on the 
Ipwer bank^of the Elbe. Some bands of French 
s^nd German soldiers, the former coming by the 
same road, the latter by way of Koehigsbruck, and 
whichformed a part of the wreck of the army beaten 
at Berlin, were dispersed. A long file of wheel- 
barrows, , filled with wounded French> which ar- 
rived very late during the night, by way of Stol- 
pen, augmented the embarrassment that had al- 
ready become alarming, in the streets of Neustadt, 
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and upon the bridge. But the next morning the 
greater part of the troops, which, on the preced- 
ing evening, had passed over to the right bank of 
the river, hastily traversed the city, and took the 
Pimia road. This movement was oec^ioned by 
the loss that had been experienced in Bohemia, 
the news of which was circulated the same day 
at Dresden, and was confirmed by the fiigitives. 
' Some hundreds of Russian and Austrian prisoners 
were, it is true, brought into the city at the same 
moment ; but, by the report of these, as many 
thousands of French were escorted along the mi- 
litary roads of Bohemia. On the following day 
the dispersed wreck of that brilliant carps d^armie^ 
arrived partly disarmed, which Vandamme, four* 
teen days before, had led through the city as on 
their march to certain victory. These troops re- 
established themselves in the camp that had been 
abandoned, situated in the wood on the right bank 
of the Elbe. 

On the 2nd of September fresh corps returned 
to the same side of the river, among the number 
of which was the division under command of Mor- 
tier. Some divisions took the Berlin road, but 
the greater part went towards Bautzen, to support 
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MiarRhal Mflcdoadd, wha was brud^ itt 

tlie aftqaibondie Ku^ 0f Naples returned 610111 
iOieidiBtTM^of Btzgebkg; where he had adraiiced 
beyoM ]Vi9ffien|)evg, toilirwds the hoatien c£, Bot 
Hemia; aiMUTery> 000a after the division of <3«ne- 
nd iMoiff'ldmhourg's cavalry^ placed under kts 
comtiMmd, IbUowed hy thait road which had been 
s(M>ll^ traversed ; a detachment of Ruffian pri- 
sdBievs^ escorted by Spanish soldiers^ angmmted 
the growing disturbance of the day. 
, It^waiK mid that STapoieon. wished tor restore^ 
byxaLvigqrous step, his affitiris^ deranged by th6 
ill suQcess^df his generals ; theknarcb of the troops 
wasoohti^uedon the fallowing day^^ asdcBuona-* 
parte himself set out in the evenmg> harii^ first 
passed in review^ in the courtly ard. of the padace^ 
a regunent, rapidly formed aod equipped*, com-f 
posddA of ' Austrifm Poles, iwho had been taken pri« 
soners/ ttie iLkig of Naples €U)companiedhini,aad 
all the persons attached to the staff foHo¥^ed^ 
feiving in- their rear l^s of waggoD^^ h/irda >of 
oaoen^ and. fipoks. ; of :sheep. It was :coafidebtIy 
affirmed^ jdiat.tbe ps'bgcess of the army.w^mld *be 
aittrKid byi .idotory. Dfuriog^ the ij^iont interval 
that the iahabitants were relieved fiom a part c^ 
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their gMsts, a distodgment oi- the soldiers from 
tiobeir qiHErkerR took plac^^ ^tealofwhotA^intfae 
sequel, finding thetnselt^ without shelteiv begged 
during tfae day, attaching thetnselVe^ tdthe liuttla^,' 
and at nlgii£ slept in shops, vA opeh stalls, or^ven 
upon the-pa^ement. . . . : i 

Before Napoleon's departure the Fi^Ach fiad be- 
gun farther to fortify the vicinity of the (^d town. 
Three new redoubts had been raised, in order 
to strengthen the space weakly defended, between 
the works ccmstructed on the road to Plauen, and 
the eastern redoubt, near the tile manufactory. A 
redoubt was thrown up at the barrier oif Dippol- 
diswalde, which l^ads oii the left -to the nulitary 
roaid of Rackni)ti, and till then hi^d been only closed 
by palisades; the second was eitabHshed upon 
ilim, road before .the barrier of Dohna, at a shorter 
^stance Jrom. the. great redoubt, near the Moc^ 
zinskii garden; and the: third before the barrier 
of Eaihpsch,,near the road, to Pikitz^. The 
couatty people andrtlie cSbldierB of the diyieieny 
encaniped upon the right bank of the Elbe, ^ea-* 
k)ud.y everted themselves to complete these de-^ 
feaiceSi At the same time fortifications were 
erected at llffeissenv wiiicli were to form a new 
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out-work for the defence of Dresden. Upon the 
right bank, in front of the city, the most fertile 
vineyards, on the hills, had been devastated to 
make room for intrenchments, covering the 
bridge of boats. The old town of Albert, situ- 
ated upon a hill, that rises 160 feet above the 
river, and whose pacific monuments have existed 
for ages, became a fortress. The halls in which 
porcelain was manufactured, were filled with 
warlike stores; the stone bridges, constructed 
with such boldness of design, the work of the 
illustrious Count Henry, in the thirteenth cen- 
tury, which unite the Schlossberg to the Afra- 
berg, together with the lower part of the town, 
were closed ^ by palisades: the houses on that 
spot were burned. 

Thus Dresden, with its environs, was converted 
into an intrenched camp, where the French 
army^ closed in on all sides, appeared deter- 
mined to brave, behind ramparts, which they 
considered impregnable, the superior forces of 
the Allies. But the brilliant hopes that the se- 
cond expedition into Lusatia had inspired, were 
deceived, for Napoleon returned, on the 6th of 
September, towards the evening, and the army 
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which followed him re-entered the city during 
the night, and was followed the next morning 
by the guard, displaying six Austrian colours, 
which formed a part of the trophies of the battle 
of Dresden, and which they had carried ever 
since in all their expeditions, to keep up illusion 
by the appearance of fresh successes. They 
took up their quarters in the houses that they 
had quitted four days before, without waiting for 
a new distribution. 

The army of Blucher, attacked, on the 5th, by 
Napoleon, at Reichenbach, had retired, after an' 
unimportant affair of cavalry, upon the Neisse 
and the Queiss ; a small portion of it only had 
been left on the right bank of the Neisse to 
watch the enemy's' motions. Whilst this army 
was retiring before the Emperor of the French, 
that of Bohemia immediately passed the frontiers 
of Saxony, towards Peterswalde and Erzgebirg. 
Some divisions of Prince Poniatowski and Mar- 
shal St. Cyr, alone remained in that quarter, to 
repulse the attacks of the enemy, with all the 
troops that could be collected from the wreck of 
Vandamme^s corps, then commanded by Count 
Lobau. These troops ^ had to struggle with all 
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the 4#cultie6 of ^ rigi^pijs seaso]^ and dreadfiil 
desurth ; whil6 th^ Allies, Ijy /neaiis ^f the roads 
in their rear, were abundantly supplied with 
meatj and all kinds of provisions. 

As early as the 5th of September, swarms of 
Cossacks had appeared near Dresden, Possen^ 
dorfs and Kesselsdorf, at the same time parties 
of l^ussifins and Prussians spread themselves 
upon the roads of Lusatia, in the rear of the 
grand French army, making small detachments 
prisoners, and seizing on dll convpy^. Napoleon 
made serious preparations against the army, ad- 
vancing from Bohemia, ^yhiqh had forced Mar- 
shal St. Cyr,-on the 7th, to retire upon Dresden* 
Numerous bodies of troops, coming from Baut* 
aen and Kcenigsbrucke, hastened to occupy the 
left bank of the Elbe. On the 8th, Napoleon, 
in person, went towards Dohna, whither the ad* 
vanced guard of Count Wittgenstein had re- 
pulsed the French. The latter maintained them^ 
selves vigorously on that spot, when their re- 
inforcementfi had arrived. The small town of 
Dohna was icannonaded, several houses took fire 
and the ^nfvirons were horribly ravaged. In- 
faatr J, cavalry, artillery, were advanced till a 
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Jate hoar of the aight upon the mi)it9J^ voltds of 
Bohemia. , The next day Napoleon broke up 
from Pohaa;, where he had passed t^e night, pro* 
ceeded towards the frontiers of Bohemia, aod, on 
the 10th of September, the grand army de* 
bQUched, on their advskuce, upon the roads of 
NoUendorf and Ebersdorf, whilst^ at the sanae 
time, a division of 15,000 mai, imder Afershal 
StCyr, penetrated by the dd road over Geyerfik 
berg. Napoleon remained with three divisions 
at NoUendorf, but after some insignificant en^ 
gagements, he retired by the ordinary r6ad« Ob 
the 12th he was on his retuni Xo Dresden* 
During the whole day he was followed by the 
old, and several divisions of the yo«ng, guards 
wjuch immtedia^y passed over to the right bank 
of Idike Blbe, adv^noing upon the road to Kcamigi* 
hhidL These moveiiieQttw^reilbe result ^tjb»9 
blte)dy de&at that one of the braviest 4>f /the 
French genenls had austsdned, on the ^th of Sep« 
temben ^t Demienviitz, und the fresh prc^fvess.of 
the Frassian geaend, who Jmd ^already ratufaed 
to Hermfant. 

Trom the road to Kcenigsbruck, upon the heightf 
of the wood of Deesdeo^ m ftras dia viUagfe of 
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Pieschen^ in the plain, and on the road to Meissen, 
nuimerous battalions were encamped, beneath 
huts, composed of planks, straw and leaves. All 
the villages were filled with the unruly, and ma- 
rauding soldiery, heaped, from the number of 
fifty to a hundred, in the smallest cabins. The 
barns and houses were pulled to pieces that 
were in the line of defence, or in the neighbour* 
hood of places where fuel for the bivouacs, and 
planks for the huts, were wanted. Even house- 
hold utensils were carried off, and became a 
prey to the flames ; neither the cemetery of Neu- 
stadt, nor the sepulchres in the neighbourhood of 
the camp, were spared. The crosses on the 
graves were burned, the graves themselves were 
ransacked, the wooden coffins were thrown into 
the bivouac fires, the bodies were stripped of 
their shrouds, ^ich, with the crowns of artificial 
flowers and of tinsel, that had been found in the 
tombs, were sold by the soldiers in the city *. 
The remnant of the stores of winter became the 
prey of these famished warriors, who scoured 

* The reader will be reminded, by this passage, of the an* 
tient custom that prevailed in England, of decking the brow of 
the defunct with an artificial wreaidi. See Harnkt, Act V.«— Ej>. 
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the country far and near, in order to collect po** 
tatoes and frttitSy of which they retailed a part 
in Dresden. The holes in which the country 
pec^le had buried several articles, were soon 
discovered, by the sagacity of the soldiers, whose 
researches, continued with avidity, deprived the 
poor inhabitants of the last wreck of their pro- 
perty. The irregular means employed to obtain 
forage were not less oppressive ; and those for 
procuring all sorts of provisions, in general, were 
so disastrous, that, from the 31st of August, the 
French authorities shewed a disposition to cor- 
rect them, by a regulation, which was not, how- 
ever, made public until the middle of September, 
and which, on the whole, could produce but little 
effect, for the selfishness and bad example of the 
officers themselves made too much progress. The 
soldiers' rations had already, for 9ome weeks, been 
diminished. Distributions of meat seldom took 
place, and the soldier was constrained to subsist on 
a pillage, which he could only practise in the coun- 
try, and in the cottages of the peasantry. The 
warlike stores appeared to experience a similar di- 
minution; and, indeed^ for the purpose of prevent- 
ing a defideacy of these or from an uneasy pre- 

\OU 11. R 
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isentiment, the inhabitants were obliged, by severe 
orders issued in the middle of September, to de- 
liver up all the powder and lead in their posses- 
sion. The bad impression that so many defeats 
made upon the troops, the toils .and difficulties 
with which they had to struggle, in marches that 
produced no decided results, and were prose- 
cuted under the severest privations^ provoked dis- 
content, and a relaxation of discipline, tl^t 
neither respect for their chief, nor his formidable 
preparations, could remove. On the 15th, an 
order of Napoleon had been published, to arrest 
all the stragglers, and shoot one in every ten, 
but the whole army now consisted only .'of strag^- 
glers and plunderers. It is affirmed, from the 
testimony of eye-witnesses, that a division of 
cavalry, encamped near Meissin, amused them- 
selves by firing from the heights upon the peace* 
able travellers passing along the plain; they threw 
the bread which was distributed to them into 
the Elbe, and procured other provisions at t)ie 
expense of the peasantry. One of them presumed 
to fire upon an officer, who wished to put a stop 
to these excesses. He was apprehended, and 
condemned to death by a court-martial; but the 
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general^ either from erroneous views, or from a fear 
of producing greater irritation by severity, par- 
doned the offender. 

The march of separate corps upon this very 
confined theatre of war was still comtinued. The 
movements upon the right bank towards Grossen- 
hain, Koenigsbrucke, and Bautzen, had no other 
purpose than the observation of the enemy's mea- 
sures, and the prevention of a surprise. Numerous 
bodies of wounded, stragglers, dismounted dra- 
goons, and stray horses, covered the Bautzen road. 

From the middle of September the Cossacks 
had spread themselves in all directions, and, on 
the 16th, before break of day, a band of 200 
advanced as far as the intrenchments of the black 
gate ; some of the waggon- train were encamped 
in the neighbourhood, who, at the sight of the 
Russians, fled. A covered carriage and some 
baggage waggons were pillaged. A general confu- 
sion ensued, the drums beat to arms in the streets 
of the new town, but the garrison had hardly time 
to repair to the intrenchments, when the Cos- 
sacks, taking to flight, disappeared behind the 
heights, covered with wood. 

Since the 14th of September the Firench forces 
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had marched again towards the frontiers of Bo- 
hemia ; even Napoleon himself proceeded the 
next day, with the guard, to Pima. After some 
warm aflBsiirs of posts, on the 16th, the French de- 
bouched with impetuosity through the mountains 
upon various points. The Allies retired as far 
as Culm, where their forces awaited the attack 
of their enemy in the plain. The French were 
repulsed with considerable loss. The guard suf* 
fered most. Napoleon remained for some days at 
Pirna, whilst the news was spread at Dresden 
of his progress in Bohemia; but the sight of some 
light pieces, taken from the Russians, could 
hardly give consistency to this report. The con-? 
siderable number of wounded, which arrived af- 
ter the 18th, and, at length, the return of Napo- 
leon, on the 21st, completely discovered how 
little success had attended this attempt. The 
whole country from Dresden to the frontiers of 
Bohemia had been laid waste, and pillaged in 
the expedition. 

The preparations of defence, after this re- 
verse, were carried on towards the point above- 
mentioned with still greater activity. For several 
months an hospital for lunatics had been esta- 
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blished at Sonnenstein, near Pima. On the 14th 
of September it was suddenly cleared^ and con- 
verted into a fortress. The director of the esta- 
blishment obtained no other answer from the so- 
vereign leader to his remonstrances, than ^' Out 
with the madmen/' He, however, succeeded in 
preserving some provisions; but, in the short 
space of three hours, which was granted him for 
evacuating the building, he could not remove all 
that was necessary for the patients ; and the 
major, who was charged with taking possessioa 
of the place, rendered, by the severity of the 
measures he adopted, this act of violence still 
more oppressive. 

The position, of the French army became more 
and more critical. Napoleon's communications 
with southern and Western Germany, as well as 
with France, were threatened by the movenaents 
of the enemy, who was concerting a decisive at- 
tack. Since llie last expedition of the French 
into Bohemia,, several divisions^ of the Allies had 
passed over at Leutemeritz to the right bank of 
the Elbe, in order to march towards Lusatia. The 
other dorps had, from the beginning of Septemp 
ber, ocGupied the roads of the district; of ^r^e- 
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birg, and the Austrians had taken Freyberg on 
the 17th. 

Whilst these events spread perplexity and dis- 
may in the rear of the French army, Napoleon 
ventured a last attempt to repulse the forces that 
were advancing against him with a menacing 
aspect. Immediately after his return from Pirna, 
on the 22d of September, he marched against 
Blucher, who had again advanced ; a division of 
the Austrian army, under Count Bubna, had oc- 
cupied Neustadt, near Stolpen, and was in com- 
munication with the army of Bohemia. The French 
had retired in rear of Bischofswerda and Stol- 
pen. A detached division of the army of Silesia, 
which occupied a line from Camentz to Neustadt 
and Schandau, had been pushed to the neigh- 
bourhood of Dresden. The bridge between 
Koenigstein and lilienstein had been partly de^ 
stroyed by fire-vessels sent down the Elbe. Some 
French divisions advanced towards Bischofe- 
werda ; after some indecisive engagemoents, the 
Allies withdrew to Bautzen, and the French again 
occupied Neustadt, near Stolpen. Napoleon re- 
turned to Dresden on the 24th; His position a)[>- 
peared daily to become more perilcms. He 



IN THE YEAR 1813. 3*7 

seemed to wish to renounce new attacks, and to 
await the issue of the advance, indicated by 
the movements of his adversaries. 

The army of Silesia was still approaching 
Dresden. Swarms of Cossacks scoured the 
country upon the right bank of the Elbe, and 
forced the peasants to sell them the provisions 
that were intended for the city. The supply of 
Dresden thus became more difficult. The re^ 
sources which might have been drawn from Bo* 
hemia and the Elbe, were completely cut off from 
liie capital ; a dearth of the most necessary ar- 
ticles of subsistence was soon grievously felt ; the 
provisions collected for the wants of the army 
diminished by degrees, and hunger compelled the 
soldier to despoil the cultivator of all his re-, 
maining store. The troops pretended that they 
were authorimd to seize on every thing they might 
find in the country, provided they refrained from 
plundering the cellars. Bnt in a short tiniie no- 
exception was made for the latter, and the pro- 
visions collected in those of Weinberg, on the 
right bank of the Elbe, were half consumed, half 
wasted, by the spoilers. A detachment very sel- 
dom passed over to the left bank of the Elbe 
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without bringing away some stolen cows, which 
they killed, or which the officers and soldiers in- 
discriminately sold. Even the herds of the JSAng 
were not spared ; long representations took place 
before his fine cattle were restored, and this only 
on condition that they should be given up, in 
case of necessity, for the support of thCv army*. 
The horses were in the most wretched state, and 
the scarcity of forage continually increased; con- 
sequently, the loss became more serious, which 

* The following circumstance is asserted, as a fact, in a 
publication, to which we have alluded in another place:— ^ 
The King of Saicony, whose puppet part in the grand 
drama of 1813, has, ere this, been observed by the reader, 
chanced to be at a window of his palace, in Dresden^ when a 
drove of fine cattle, destined for the French army, passed 
by ; he was remarkably struck with the provident care of his 
ally for his troops, and expressed his approbation of it to las 
minister, who was at his elbow. " Surely,'* said the latter, 
" your Majesty is well aware, that all these supplies are fur- 
nished at the expense of your unfortunate subjects, and that 
the French pay for npthing."— " Impossible r rq<Mned the 
King, indignantly, at the same time scarcely able to give credit 
to the assertion ; but before the conversation on the subject had 
ended, intelligence was brought him, that his beantiAil estate of 
Pilnitz, the finest in Saxony, had been despoiled of all its herds, 
and that they were actually those herds that had just passed 
under hiB window. Thus, for the first time, he biscaml^ in- 
striiQted of tl^e terms on which th^ French apny wa# supplied. 
These Were, probably, the very cattle mentioned in the text,— 
Editor. 
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was sustained by the conflagration of a building 
in the lane of Ostra, where a considerable store 
of hay, straw, and oats, had been laid up. The 
fire broke out on the night of the 25th of Sep- 
tember, and was occasioned, either by careless- 
ness in the corps of drivers, or, as others pretend- 
ed, by design. 

The troops encamped near the city had, since 
the battle, ratiier from wanton mischief than cu- 
pidity, devastated the charming environs of Dres- 
den. The chesnut-trees, of the finest growth, 
that bordered the road to Meissen ; the ranges of 
tufted trees, which so beautifully adorned the 
way from the white to the black gate, were 
thrown into the fires of the bivouacs, or sold by 
the soldiers for fuel. The arable lands, the mea- 
dows, especially along the skirts of the wood of 
Dresden, were changed into a desert plain, where 
a blade of grass no longer grew> the very air was 
infected. In one' place might be seen broken 
household fiirniture, near the wreck of a cottage; 
in another, a driver swearing, and vainly endea- 
vouring to make his fallen beast rise from the 
ground, to whidi he leippeared to cleave»< as to the 
last bed of repose from his su&ringa.. There fa* 
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miBhed and death^^evoted soldiers were seated by 
a miserable fire, roasting a few potatoes, or soak* 
ing some crusts, that they had obtained by 
begging; farther on, others were busied in flaying 
ahorse, that had fstllen dead, and were cutting 
the best pieces from his carcase for their nourish- 
ment. 

Since the 26th of September a bustle had been 
ol»ierved in the army, which indicated fresh oc- 
currences. A report was already spread of the 
removal of the head-quarters to Freyberg, or 
Leipsic, and from the 27th every thing was pre- 
pared for departure. The troops appeared to 
have quitted their camp, with the hope of being 
no more obliged to return to routes they had so 
often traversed ; they carried off all that remained 
in a coimtry so frequently pillaged. Every man 
belonging to the cavalry was seated on his horse, 
surrounded by full sheaves of corn; soldiers and 
suttlers carried with them cows, goats, and 
poultry of all kinds. They were laden with lath^, 
sticks, and broken furniture, for suppljring the 
fires of the bivouac. On the 15th of September^ 
in the afternoon, the division of Prini^e Ponia- 
towski arrived frrai the firontiers of Bohemia., so 
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much diminished, tiiat the battalions of infantry 
did not muster more than 600 men; at the same 
time the King of Naples returned from the right 
bank of the Elbe. The march of the troops 
was continued the next day. On the 27th more 
than 30,000 n>en encamped in the city. The 
greater part of the army marched towards the 
Mulde, where the corps, collected together by 
Marshal Ney, were in motion, to oj^ose the 
Crown Prince of Sweden; some weak divisions 
only were left on the right bank of the Hbe, 
which could hardly extend themselves to the dis- 
tance of two leagues from Dresden. Marshal 
Macdonald, whose corps darmte occupied the 
Bautzen road, had approached nearer atid nearet 
to the city, until the beginning of October, when 
he established his head-quarters in the garden of 
Cosel; the division of Marshal Marmont had 
been long encamped upon the right bank of the! 
Elbe, in the neighbourhood of the city;, but it 
had proceeded towards Meissen, by the road to 
Moritzburg, and was attacked, on the 27th of 
September, by the Allies. Marmont being briskly 
pursued, retired fighting, across the river; to 
Meissen. The precipitate march of his troops 
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rettembled the disorder of a flight. The Allies, as 
they pursued him, brought their artillery upon the 
steep eminences on the right bank of the Elbe ; the 
French planted their field-pieces upon the military 
load which leads along the left bank to Leipsic, 
not far from the village of Zehren, and upon the 
height which rises above the town. The cannon- 
balls and shells flew over, the houses, however, 
without damaging them ; but the town of Coin, 
and the ferry-boats belonging to Meissen, were 
l»imt. In the mean time Marmont's division 
filed on towards Leipsic^ and other corps took the 
road to Nossen. The engagements were conti- 
nued near Meissen, and on the 28th of Septem- 
ber particularly, they were so obstinate, that the 
alarm spread as far as Dresden. The next day 
the Allies endeavoured to carry, by main force, 
the fortifications raised upon the ferry-boats, 
ccdlected together for the defence of the bridge 
of boats; but they retired, on the 30th, aftei^ 
useless efforts, and the tSte-de-pont remained in 
in possession of the French, who maintained 
themselves on that spot, as well as on the righ.t 
bank of the river, till the following month. 
The victory which the Allies gained oa the 
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frontiers of Bohemia and Lusatia ; the appeal to 
the people, circiilated by their generals, anr 
nouncing an approaching deliverance ; the state of 
the French army since the beginning of Septem- 
ber; and all circumstances united, necessarily 
awakened fresh hopes in the hearts of a people 
groaning under oppression; and, above! all, in 
those of the inhabitants of the country mdst 
burthened; it became, therefore, very natural 
that such feelings should extend to the camp of 
the Saxon warriors. The first who testified his 
sentiments was Major Bunau, who went over, 
with the division of infantry under his command^ 
to the camp of the Crown Prince of Sweden, 
Every day the troops of the Confederation of the 
Rhine were quitting the French ranks, especially 
the Westphalians, who, often on the heights of 
the right bank of the Elbe, waited for the iap- 
proach of the Cossacks, who skirmished in the 
plain; and, on their appearance, waving their 
schaJkos, threw down their arms, and fled towards 
their new protectors. Under these circumstances 
the King thought fit to make an appeal to the 
Saxon warriors, in order to recal them to a firm 
perseverance in the struggle ; and, in a few days. 
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a proclamation appeared, to exhort the Saxon 
people not to suffer themselves to be misled by 
the appeal of the allied generals *. 

In the mean time, from day to day, the break- 
ing up of the head-quarters from Dresden was 
announced, but the expectation was disappointed. 
In the beginning of October, the advanced posts 
of the Allies were on the right bank of the Elbe, 
upon the Meissen and Grossenhain road, about half 
a league from Dresden ; the Cossacks were seen 
skirmishing farther onward, towards Moritz- 
bourg, and even as hx as Koetschen-Broda and 
Hoflcesnitz. The corps of Marshal Macdonald, 
which consisted but of weak divisions of infantry, 
broke up about the same period, to take the 
Nossen road, and was followed in the same di- 
rection by the cavalry, under command of General 
Sebastiani. On the 4th of October, some 
infantry was again passed over to the left bank, 
at the same time the King of Naples quitted the 
city, in order to oppose the divisions of the 
Allies that were advancing on Chemnitz. 

Whilst the right bank was drained more and 
more of troops, the preparations of defence upon 

* Appendix, No. XXIX. 
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the roads, leading to the countries m the occupa* 
tion of the Allies, were not discontinued. A 
tdte-de-pontw^s established at Pilnitz, for the pur- 
pose of protecting the bridge of boats that had 
been there constructed. On the 1st of October, 
Napoleon wished to examine it in person, and 
passing, on this occasion, with his suite through 
the streets of Pima, he fell from his horse *• 

The road to Bautzen was defended by pali- 
sades ; the passage of the bridge over the small 
river at Priessnitz, was also closed by the same 
means. Several magazines of ammunition before 
the black gate were destroyed, and the inhabi- 
tants of the new buildings, which extended from 
that gate to the skirts of the wood, were desired 
to prepare to evacuate their dwellings. 

At length, on the 6th of October, a bustle was 
observed among the troops in the city, which 
indicated a speedy departure. Several circum- 
stances appeared to declare, that Napoleon's in- 
tention was to withdraw from a position, at once 
dangerous, and menaeed on all sides. Disagree- 
able intelligence had already made him feel the 

* The circumstance has been mentioned more particularly 
at the 202d page of the first volume. Ed. 
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necessity of such a measure, but the surprising 
news of the rapid march of Blucher uppn Koenigs- 
brack and Wartenbourg, might make him resolve 
to quit Dresden. Other threatening occurrences, 
at the same period, acted in support of this in- 
tention. For in what other light could be con- 
sidered the position of the army of Bohemia, un- 
der the Prince of Schwartzenberg, who was ad- 
vancing upon Chemnitz and Zwickau, towards 
Altenberg; the expedition of Czernitscheff against 
Cassel, and the report prevailing at Dresden, con- 
cerning the change of sentiments in the King of 
Bavaria? 

The guards broke up from their camp on the night 
of the 6th, and the following morning, after six 
o'clock. Napoleon set out with his suite, passing 
through Wilsdruf, towards Meissen; half an hour 
after he was followed, on the same road, by the 
King of Saxony, the Queen, and the Princess Au- 
gusta. Theypassed through Oschatz and Eilenburg, 
on their way to Leipsic, which the King entered on 
the J 4th of October. Princes Anthony and Maxi- 
milian, with their families, and the other branches 
of the royal house,, remained at Dresden. The 
King intrusted the administration of affairs to his 
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mimstei: of conferences, under whom were placed 
the head of the first department of the college of 
finances ; the privy councillor, Manteufiel ; the 
director of the territorial commission ; the privy 
councillor, SchcBuberg ; and Ferber, president of 
the high consistory. 

The force that Napoleon left at Dresden, for 
the defence of the banks of the Elbe, con- 
sisted of the 14th division, under Marshal St. 
Cyr; of the renmant of the 1st division, which, 
under command of Count Lobau, was still ob- 
serving the passes from the frontiers of Bo- 
hemia, in the neighbourhood of Giesshubel and 
Pima; and of a weak division of cavalry, in 
which were comprehended a regiment of Po* 
lish lancers, and one of Italian cavalry, much 
reduced. This army, the serviceable part of 
which appeared well equipped, was about 
30,000 strong, inclusive of the numerous sick in 
the hospitals. Count Durosnel, governor of the 
city, and Count Dumas, the commissary-general, 
remained at Dresden, with a large number of 
commissaries. The greater part of the 14th di- 
vision, consisting of 15,000 men, also returned, 
on the 7th *of October, into the city, which the 

VOL. II. s 
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marshal entered on the same day, being forced 
to retire by the allied army, that was advancing 
from Pima. An opinion prevailed among the 
French, that they should shortly be obliged to 
evacuate Dresden $ that the troops which re« 
mained behind were intended to cover the retreat, 
and favour the transportation of the most im- 
portant provisions ; but the measures that were 
taken for a vigorous defence, the completion of 
which was prosecuted with energy,, did not 
countenance this rumour. The conjecture that 
obtained general credit , was, that the issue of the 
battle, which appeared upon the point of being 
fought on the plains of^Leipsic, or on the banks 
of the Saale, would alone decide, if, and how 
longv the position of Dresden might be main* 
tained. Above the city, no place remained in the 
hands of the French, but the well^ fortified position 
of Sonnenstein. The Commandant of Koenig- 
stein, the whole garrison of which was comprised 
of Saxons, had obtained permission from the Al- 
lies to remain neuter. 

On the 8th of October, in the afternoon, the 
Allies attacked part of the out- works on the right 
bank of the Elbe; consisting of a large semi- 
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circle, furnished with eight redoubts, and forming 
an enclosure round the city on the Bautzen road^ 
from Pieschen to . the toll-house. The engage- 
ment lasted till night-fall ; at the redoubt 
(No.8.)*, placed on the eastern extremity of 
this line, it was most violent* Count Bubha car- 
ried the entrance of the bridge at Pima, at the 
same moment by assault. 

The French passed the garrison of Lilienstein, 
over the bridge to the opposite side of the river, 
in order to convey the bridge of boats to Dresden, 
but the fire of the Austrian light infantry com- 
pelled the commandant to surrender. 

On that and the preceding day, a great number 
of wounded had been sent down the river in co- 
vered boats. One boat sunk, • and several of the 
unfortunate wretches found the termination of 
their sufferings in the waves. A number of sick, 
too weak to bear removal, were left, without 
scruple, upon the road. On this occasion, fresh 
proofs of that disgusting insensibility which had 
some days before been witnessed, were exhibited. 
One evening a French soldier, afflicted with dy- 

* All these works are marked with great exactness in the 
grand plan, before mentioned, of the city and its vicinity. 

S t 
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sentery, was discovered near the road by hii9 
groans ; he had almost buried himself in a dung- 
heap: the situation of this poor wretch was 
pointed out to one of his comrades, who replied, 
with indifference, " We have nothing to do with 
it!" The assistance of a gendarme was solicited, 
*' I have no orders on that head!" he replied 
coldly. At length an officer exclaimed — " He ii 
happy enough if he die !** 

Upon the right bank of the Elbe, an interval of 
repose succeeded the action ; in the mean time 
the intrenchments, defending the outlets of the 
city, were vigorously maintained, and a numerous 
division of infantry was posted upon the bridge 
of Priessnitz, defended by a fortified enclosure. 
But the report of an approaching evacuation of 
the intrenchments was again circulated, when 
preparations were made for spiking the artillery, 
the greater part of which belonged to the Saxons 
and Westphalians. In the mean time the Allies 
were advancing upon the left bank, towards Dohna^ 
near the city. The division of General Bennig- 
sen advanced, without meeting ivith any ob- 
stacle, and almost unobserved by the French, 
behind the beights of Roecknitz and Plauen, be- 
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yoBd Nossen, upon Leipsic. The French en- 
camped between Geisshubel and Dresden, 
having been dispersed^ were repulsed towards' 
the capital. On the 10th of October, a brisk 
cannonade took place in the neighbourhood of 
Sedlitz, and in the evening the French broke up 
from the plain, to retire upon Rcecknitz ; but as, 
on the fdlowing day, the Russians directed an 
attack against Zschernitz, the French set fire to 
their huts of straw upon the heights of Roecknitz; 
and, at the same time, the village of Gruma, be- 
hind the great garden, appeared enveloped in 
flames. A division, commanded by Generals 
Tolstoy, Ivanoff, and Markoff, about 16,000 
strong, which Bennigsen had left in the rear, 
took up its quarters on the heights to the south 
of the city. On the r2th, the French were 
posted near them, in the village of Loebtau, 
the great garden, the Moczinski garden, and the 
redoubts. A very brisk engagement was com* 
menced in this semi-circle. On the 13th particu- 
larly, a smart action took place between the bar- 
riers of Dohna and Freyberg, although only a 
part of the Russians were engaged, who occupied 
the two camps near Dodtschen and Roecknitz. 
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The neighbourhood of the city suffered no less from 
the devastation that took place during the fight, 
than from the continuation o£ defensive works in 
the gardens and the plain, where abbatis had 
been formed, intrenchments raised, and ditches 
dug. 

On the 15th of October the <most remarkable 
action, topk place. Marshal St, Gyr quitted Dres* 
den, and advanced, at the head of four divisions, 
to attack General Tolstoy, upon the heights of 
Roecknitz and Zschernitz, who had but few troops 
of the line, but who numbered in his ranks, be- 
sides a strong division of the landwehr, a vast 
nupiber of Cossacks, Baskirs, and Galmucks. 
Some intrenchments had been thrown up upon 
these heights. Count Lobau, about ten o'clock 
in the morning, issued out of the great garden, 
and debouched upon Breslau, towards Zchemitz. 
Shortly after General Claparede advanced from 
theMoczinski garden upon Roecknitz; and, at the 
same time General Mouton-Duvemet left the suburb 
of Wilsdruf, to advance towards the heights of 
Plauen. Towards eleven o'clock the French were 
in possession of the villages upon which these 
carps (Tarmic were directed ; but during the night 
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General Bonel, with his division, was detached 
beyond Gorbitz, across the hollow way o/ Plauen; 
towards the lake Gitter, in order to turp the left 
wing of the Russians. The Russian general made 
some fi*uitless efforts to maintain his position on 
the heights ; and when, during the action, he 
perceived that the project of turning the Russian 
force had succeeded, he withdrew] about noon 
through the defiles of Mokritz and Noethnitz, 
where the engagement was very bloody, towards 
Dohna, under protection of his cavalry. Six 
field-pieces, that were abandoned in the hollow 
way, fell into the hands of the French, with about 
a hundred Russian prisoners, which were fol- 
lowed the next day, by two hundred others, and 
transported into the city, where they were lodged 
in the new market-place. 

St. Cyr established his head-quarters at Nic- 
kem ; but, on the 20th, the Russians returned to 
the charge in such superior numbers, that the 
marshal' was forced to retire into the city. On 
the 22nd the French were driven back as far as 
Lockwitz; and, at the same time, the Austrian 
general, Chasteler, advanced at the head of 10,000 
men, from Toeplitz, to the neighbourhood of 
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Sporwitz. But the superiority of the Allies be- 
came still more decisive, when Count Klenau, de« 
tached by Prince Schwartzenberg immediately 
after the battle of Leipsic, marched towards Frey* 
berg, to prosecute the siege of Dresden, in con- 
cert with General Tolstoy; the Cossacks also, 
upon the left bank of the Elbe, approached by way 
of Meissen ; they had seized on that town on the 
23rd of October, after 'a short resistance. The 
corps which took it was commanded by Colonel 
Busman, under the Russian general, Knorring*, 
before Count Klenau had established his head-^ 
quarters in the neighbourhood at Herzogswalde; 
On the 26th, the enemy advanced from Grorbitz 
and Pennerich. ; and, on the following day, from 
Doeltzen and Priessnitz. The French lost many 
men as prisoners in these engagements, but a 
greater niunber, especially the Westphalians, 
went over to the enemy. On the right bank the 
French were less confined, the Allies having, for 
the greater part, retired. From the middle of 
the month they had spread themselves over the 
roads to Bautzen and Radeberg ; and, laterally, 

* It is aflfirmed in the French report, that St. Cyr caused the 
easUe of Meissen to be razed ; the statement is not correct. 
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towards Meissen. They took advantage of thifif 
position to procure stores of forage. About the 
end of October^ a division of the besieging army, 
commanded by the Austrian Lieutenant Field 
Marshal Widrunkel, marched through the wood 
of Dresden, 'upon the heights of Weinsdorf, by 
the side of the Oros^nhain road, in order tK| 
cut off the communication of the French with 
Torgau. 

Towards the middle of October, the communi* 
cations of Dresden with the neighbourhood were 
entirely cut off. The gates were shut from ton 
to seven in the evening, and opened at nine in the 
morning; a strict order forbade the inhabitants 
from venturing to the advanced posts, or tra* 
versing ground which had been the scene of 
action. On the right bank of the Elbe, before 
the retreat of the French division, the bams were 
emptied; and on the left, every thing within 
reach was plundered and carried off. All the 
villages were deserted, the habitations of the pea^ 
santry were roofless, without furniture, without 
doors, all had been used for litters, or consumed 
in the fires of the bivouac. The wreck of the 
houses beciune the prey of the soldiers; the pj:^ 
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duce of the autumn, cabbages and potatoes, were 
eaten nearly raw. The pillaging bands scoured 
the country, following the direction of the map, 
protected by artillery, and a numerous body of 
infantry and cavalry ; they often were resisted by 
force, particularly on the right bank. Those who 
headed these detachments rery well knew the 
places where something still remained for pillage ; 
and when the best of the booty had been taken 
from the villages, they were abandoned to the sol- 
diery, who completely ransacked them. It was well 
knoMm that the French generals, had amassed 
great store of forage, and that they daily des* 
patched their marauders for the purpose of in* 
creasing it. The supply of the troops was a 
most oppressive burthen, and the dearth and pri* 
vations made it, from day to day, still more se- 
verely felt, A proclamation of the French audio- 
rities, on the 10th of October, promised, indeed, 
to alleviate the pressure, by sending off the mili- 
tary commissaries, not authorized to remain at 
Dresden; but at the moment when this order 
was about to be put in force, the French com- 
mandant declared, that it might remain unexe- 
cuted, no road being open, and it being impossible 
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for those, who might be despatched, to join their 
divisions. 

After the victory of the 17th, which, for some 
days, had left Marshal St. Cyr an open road upon 
one point, measures were taken to put the order be- 
fore-mentioned in force. Never, at any time, had 
the burthen of military quarterings been regulated 
at Dresden on equitable principles, not liable to 
disputes ; but it was too severe to allow, in a time 
of exigency and trouble, any order to be main- 
tained in that department. Indeed, at this criti- 
cal period it was not an unusual thing to see the 
soldiers provide themselves with quarters by force, 
as happened on the night of the 11th and 12tb of 
October, when the troops, coming up like a tor- 
rent, rushed to the barriers, knocked with fury at 
the doors in the suburbs, threatened to break the 
windows, and finally took possession of the houses. 
But a small number of the inhabitants could even 
think of supplying themselves vnth provisions. 
The traffic on the river was entirely annihilated; 
boats freighted with merchandise were replaced 
by boats laden only with the wounded and the 
dying. The long previous stoppage of the outlet 
from Bohemia; reduced the inhabitants of the city 
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to subsist upoa the produce of the neighbouring 
country that had been so often pillaged, the stores 
of meal had failed ever since the mills had been 
solely employed for the French military bake- 
house, and since the besiegers had cut off the re- 
sources of the valley of Weiseritz from the town. 
The want of salt farther increased the dearth ; 
for some months it had been impossible to procure 
any from the salt mines by way of the Elbe. The 
French had seized on all the stores of salt to cure 
meat; the soldiers and the inhabitants were ob- 
liged to supply the deficiency with gunpowder, of 
which there was no scarcity. The commissa- 
ries belonging to the French constrained every 
person who came to buy rice of them, to take some 
of their powder, prepared with very bad saltpetre, 
which consequently possessed but a small degree 
of saline property. 

Every shopkeeper having been obliged to de* 
posit his store of rice in the magazines, none was 
to be procured elsewhere. On the approach of 
winter fuel also became more scarce ; it had been 
wasted during the summer, and the stock which 
had been brought iii the spring by means of the 
Elbe, from the forests of Lusatia, had remained at 
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the places of lading, for want of means to ttans« 
port it, and security on the voyage* The floats 
of timber from the Weiseritz and the Kimitsch 
had also failed. The mineral coal which was 
brought from the rich mines of Plauen, latterly 
arrived in inadequate quantities. The continued 
occupation of the valley of the Weiseritz by the 
Allies, impeded its extraction from the pits. The 
Cossacks scouring the vicinity of the city, cut off 
access to the neighbouring wooda ; they seized 
on some wood-cutters, and carried them off to the 
Russian head-quarters* The scarcity of fuel wail 
so much felt, and so much uneasiness was entert 
tained concerning its consequences, that a decree 
of the administration exempted, with a few ex^ 
captions, from all taxes for a certain period, every 
one who should' bring fuel to the capital. : 

At the time of the most presfi»Bg dearth, on tM 
28th of October an order from the French general 
directed the inhabitants to provide themiwlves 
with provisions for two months ; those who couid 
not procure any were left at liberty, with a re* 
commendation to quit the city. The executioD^f 
this order was the less to be depended upon, as 
itb evident purpose was to impresn a belief Akt a 
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resolution had been taken to defend -the place to 
the last extremity. However, many inhabitants 
determined to quit their unfortunate city ; but the 
besiegers, after having permitted their departure 
for one day, refused all passports and escorts. 
At the same time an order was issued for a de- 
claration of all the provisions that could be found 
in the city; the inhabitants received notice that, 
they 'must give an exact statement of all their 
stores of grain and meal, butchers' meat, smoked 
or salted, pulse of all sorts, wine, brandy, and 
beer. A French and Saxon commissary were 
intrusted with making the inquiry ; however, they 
contented themselves with receiving the declara- 
tion of the inhabitants, without proceeding to 
effectual researches. The result of this inquiry 
amounted to very little, as was easily' foreseen ; 
but Count N- pretended that large stores 

of grain and meal had been secreted, and put the 
threat in execution, of making domiciliary visits 
by French gendarmes ; he is reported to have said 
Ihat all the inhabitants should die of hunger, rcu 
tfaer than a single French soldier should perish 
for want of necessaries. 
The news of the victory gained by the ^lies i^t 
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Leipsic, had, as early as the 22dof October, crept 
into the city, but it could by no means alleviate 
the apprehension entertained by the citizens of a 
miserable state of distress^ as the French continu* 
ed their preparations for the most vigorous resist- 
ance. It appeared, as was, indeed, declared by 
Count Klenau himself in his official reports, im- 
possible to take, the city without a regular siege ; 
and already, according to public report, heavy ar- 
tillery had been brought up from Theresienatadt, 
in order to cannonade the capital. All the streets 
of the suburbs, in a large semi-circle, from the 
Elbe to Frederickstadt, virere closed up with pali- 
sades, defended by abattis of trees, and trans- 
verse ramparts of earth. The approaches on se- 
veral points to the gate of the suburb, and the 
outlets, were secured and defended in the same 
manner. On the 23d of October, the buildings at 
the farthest extremity of the old tovm, near the 
lake, Pima and Wilsdruf gates, were cleared, and 
converted into crenelated block-houses, the win- 
dows being blocked up yriih sacks of sand. On 
the 29th, an order of Marshal St. Oyr appeared, 
directing all hogsheads, casks, chests^ hampers, 
and baskets to be delivered up for the purpose of 
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banicadoing the entranced of the streets in the 
/Suburbs. All the guns, however unserviceable, 
were, on the 30th of October, removed from the 
arsenal, as had before been done at Torgau. The 
Saxon military were permitted to choose either to 
swear fidelity to Napoleon, or quit the town. This 
measure was adopted in consequence of the defec- 
tion of the Saxon and other German troops. The 
Saxon soldiers at Dresden-had been prepared for 
the proceeding, by the stpppage of their allowance 
of provisions and forage. They were at liberty 
to quit the city without molestation, if unarmed. 
Nevertheless, officers and soldiers were allowed 
to remain, on condition ofwearing no military dis- 
tinction, of giving up their rations, and living like 
private citizens ; their horses, arms, and accou- 
trements were to be delivered up to the Saxon 
and French officers, and deposited in the na 
tional magazines. The burgher- guard, however, 
retained their arms, for the uneasiness which the 
French-general appeared to entertain with respect 
to thejn must have been removed, when he found, 
on inquiry, tBat this guard was merely an institu- 
tion of poHce. The rest of the German soldiers 
who sti&formed apart of the Freiich army, espe- 
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ciaUy such Westphalians as were still in the ser- 
vice, and who were reduc^ to some hundredfi of 
menj were disarmed and dismissed. For some 
time before^ many bloody disputes had taken 
place between them and their companions in arms, 

concerning stolen cattle. 

In the meantime, the contest was continued in 

the neighbourhood of the city ; and on the 29th 
of October, in the morning, the Russian artillery 
saluted the advanced posts of the French, sta- 
tioned in the great garden ; at length the engage- 
ment was extended from Gruna to the plain of 
Cotta, not far from Priessnitz. The Allies re- 
took the heights on the south-west of the city, 
above Plauen, Rcecknitz, and Strehla, where 
they posted long files of Austrian infantry. The 
French fell back to the outworks, and fortifications 
of the town. The country on the left bank was 
then completely laid waste ; the finest trees in the 
great garden were cut down; the beautifully- 
planted avenue of Ostra was spoiled in the same 
manner; the soldiers were selling, at a low price, in 
all quarters of the town, the trunks of trees, newly 
torn up, with the doors and joists of the destroyed 
hojises of the peasantry ; the officers themselves 

VOL. II. T 
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were not ashamed of this kind of traffic. Among 
other similar instances, a cart, filled with all sorts 
of furniture, was unladen* in the new town, and 
sold by some French officers by public auction ! 

The defenders of the city were thenceforth en*- 
closed within the circuit of the walls and the 
nearest outworks, which served as good ramparts 
agamst the superior force of the besiegers. The 
state of siege which now afflicted a place that had 
been so dreadfully harassed since the 26th of 
October, gave birth to fresh anxieties, to accumu- 
lated terrors. Some Frenchmen having been ill- 
treated on several occasions, a proclamation, bear- 
ing date the 1st of November, was issued, threat- 
ening with death any inhabitant who should pre- 
sume to insult or oflferinjury to a French soldier. 
Too many occasions occurred to excite the op- 
pressed inhabitants to discontent and violence, 
for it often happened that the French who had 
been besieging the bakers' shops in crowds, re- 
turned uttering imprecations for having v^raited 
several hours for k single loaf; or that French 
gendarmes placed in these shops fi'om break of 
day, to prevent tumult in the assembled multitude, 
and to give the soldiers admission, would say, 
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with derision, tUat the military ought to have the 
preference, though the citiiseiis were, to peridi. 

The work on the forti^'ciitions w^s continued on 
the city without relafxation, and all the buildings 
in the neighbourhood which might, as was appre- 
hended, afford cover for the Allies in an attack, 
were demolished. This destruction comprehended 
the greater part of the edifices in the fertile plain 
between Dresden and Plauen, on the right of th^ 
road ; and several mills, among others the royal 
mill for polishing looking-glasses^ which was de- 
molished, with its fine inachmeryi on the 5th of 
November, together with- the fuUing^the malt- 
mills, a farm called Die Sorge^ and, on the fol- 
lowing day, the royal mill of Kunad. 

These edifices were either pulled down or 
burned, without any useful purpose ; the powder 
mill alone was lucky enough to ^ escape the pro- 
scription. Several sunmiier'^seats and gardens, 
in the neighbourhood, shared the same fate. 
However; many of the latter, surrounded by 
hedges, were spared, when the owners had suift- 
cient address to convince the French pioneers, by 
means of isiome pieces of silver,'that these enclosures 
could neither impede or favour military operations. 

T2 



276 CAMPAIGN IN SAXONY, 

On the 4th of November^ the gates of the 
suburb of the old town were entirely closed, and 
the garrison was completfiy shut up in the area 
of the fortifications. The marshal could not fail of 
perceiving the perilous situation in which he was 
placed, when he was informed, by a spy, of the 
decisive defeat, and precipitate flight, of his 
master. 

The courageous resolution was formed, in a 
council of war, to cut a passage through the be- 
sieging army, upon the right bank of the Elbe, 
towards Torgau, In order to procure a sufficient 
quantity of provisions for the expedition to be 
undertaken, across a devastated country, on the 
5th of November, the inhabitants were com- 
manded to deliver, into the grand magazine of 
the church of Our Lady, the third of those provi- 
sions of which they had previously made a 
return. An engagement was entered into, to re- 
imburse the inhabitants at a regulated price, on 
condition of a sixth of the amount of the returns 
being deducted, in allowance for the consumption 
posterior to the period at which they were 
made. The dealers in provisions were to give 
up the half of their stock. A great portion of the 
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inhabitants were obliged to submit to these rigor- 
ous orders. 

Notwithstanding rice and wine were rejected, 
which had been provided in some other way ; 
also brandy, potatoes, vegetables, and generally 
every thing that was too heavy. 

A bustle, which was observable in the garrison, 
on the 6th of November, betrayed the approach- 
ing execution of this dangerous expedition^ The 
gates of the suburbs were occupied by strong 
detachments, numerous bodies of infantry also 
took up their ground in the streets of the new 
town. A supply of provisions, for several days, 
was taken by the troops. Count Lobau sold his 
store of forage, and the violent seizure of some 
horses indicated the expectation of success. On 
the 6th, at break of day, the corps d'armie, under 
the direction of Count Loba,u, reinforced by two 
divisions of the 14th, advanced from the city, on 
the road to Gros^enhain. This corps was at 
least 10,000 strong, to which about 1,000 ca- 
valry were united, being all that could be mus- 
tered in Dresden. A train, consisting of more 
than 200 waggons, followed, laden with all that 
th^ French possessed ; this baggage they parti- 
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cularly proposed to preserve/ a most cumb;roii8 
obstacle to a retreat. The train halted at no 
great distance from the inn, called :TA« Wild 
Man, while a part of the corps d*arm& gained the 
heights by the. road, and the rest by the way 
leading to Weinberg. The Allies were encamped 
upon the heights, of which they had ^possessed 
themselves towards the end of October. The 
French proceeded towards the lower end of the 
forest, in the direction of the road; but they 
Mrere exceedingly annoyed by the tirailleurs, who 
observed them behind the walls of Weinberg; 
At break of day a brisk cannonade announced the 
attack to the inhabitants of the city. The resist- 
ance of the Allies, under command of Prince 
Wied-Runkel, was, at first, rather feeble^ they 
were driven back by the French, who penetrated 
into the plain of Drachenberg, between the toll- 
house of the highway and Reichenberg ; but the 
assailants were so vigorously received in that 
place, by the Austrian and Russian infantiy, and 
the artillery that had just been transported 
thither, produced such a terrible impression, 
that, after a violent engagement, which cost the 
French 890 men, they resolved to letreat. The 
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deputies of the city had presented themselves, in 
the morning, to Marshal St. Cyr, who had dis- 
missed them with consolatory assurances. '^ Yon 
see," said he, " I am setting out." At noon he 
repaired to the field of action, and returned about 
four o*clock, with Count Lobau and the other 
generals. The troops began to re-enter the city 
towards night, the soldiers so drenched with 
water, and harassed, that a great number of them 
were necessarily sent to the hospital. These fa-* 
mished bands had pillaged, for the last time, the 
neighbouring vineyards, and taken the opportunity 
of satiating themselves with firesh meat, cut from 
the thighs of the wounded horses. Some pri- 
soners and field-pieces, that had already been 
exhibited at' Dresden as trophies, were destined 
to give credit to the happy issue of an ^engage- 
ment, for which the French ascribed to themselves 
much honour. 

During this sortie, an attack had been at- 
tempted on the out-works of the old town, and 
all the outer avenues of the streets were closed 
and barricadoed with all possible expedition. But 
every thing remained tranquil in that quarter, for 
the forlorn condition of the besieged appeared to 
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render any extraordinary efforts of the Allies 
useless. The unfortunate attempt that had been 
made to retreat was followed by fresh sufferings; 
Count — - — had solemnly promised the de- 
puties of the corporation, that the sacrifice of a 
third of their provisions should be the last; but, 
almost at the same moment, the stores of corn and 
meal, the greater part of which belonged to the 
inhabitants and bakers, were removed into the 
mills of the city, even those belonging to the hos- 
pital, to eleemosynary and scholastic in&ititutions, 
were seized, and long remonstrances were neces* 
sary to obtain from the French authorities the 
restitutiofi of but the half of that which had been 
taken. 

Want and misery, at this period, had arrived at 
the highest pitch ; the mills stood still, for the 
besiegers had cut off the water. The supply of 
aqueducts from the conduits at Plauen was dried 
up ; and th? reservoir for extinguishing fires, 
which had been opened in the new market ever 
since the end of October, every moment excited 
the apprehension that the misfortunes of the city 
would, at length, be rendered more dreadful by 
a conflagration. The greater part of the bakery 
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had exhausted their stores, shut up their ovens, 
and tumultuous assemblies continually increased 
before the doors where bread was sold. Many 
poor persons went for whole days without it, and 
as the stores of meat also diminished, a great 
portion of the inhabitants were reduced to the 
most wretched expedients to support themselves. 
The market was empty, only a few baskets of 
vegetables, or fruit, were to be seen in it ; about 
the purchase of which, the inhabitants and fa- 
mished soldiers were contending; the greater 
part of the necessaries of life could hardly be 
procured at the highest price. The French troops 
suffered dreadfully from the scourge of famine. The 
commissaries abandoned them to their misery^ and 
solely employed themselves in alleviating, as much 
as possible, the privation of their chiefs. From 
the beginning of November, about thirty horses 
had been killed daily, a great number of which 
were salted down, and instead of the usual ration, 
of an ounce and a half of butchers' meat, to which 
the soldier had been long reduced, he now received 
only double that allowance in horseflesh, most 
eommonly so bad, that he rejected it although 
tormented by hunger. At length these miserable 
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creatures were reduced to carve their sustenance 
from the dead and putrescent bodies of horses» 
that were every where lying about the streets, 
and whose carcasses were seen frequently stripped 
to the ligaments. Some were busied in flaying a 
dead dog, whose flesh they were about to roast ; 
others were collecting offal from the kennel, or 
picking potatoes or apple-parings from the dung* 
hill ; and to finish, with one trait, bowever dis- 
gusting, this most horrible picture of misery, one 
of these unfortunate sufferers was seen greedily 
devouring the raw potatoes which the stomach of 
bis comrade had. rejected. . 
. The public calamities were still farther aug* 
mented by the ravages which the nervous fever 
made among the inhabitants of the city. The 
dcAths wei^ averaged at 2 or 300 per wqek^ 
of which a third were carried off by the pesti* 
l^tial scourge that sorrow and famine daily 
increasecl. . Whole. families had beccMne its vio« 
tims«. In the corners, of. the bye streets, or on the 
lltllmerous^ beaps of filth, frequently were seen' 
4ying .soldiers, totally without relief, who pre^ 
{erred bi:eatbing:tbeir last sigh in the open air to 
<^piriog,in the h(>9pitals. Often catholic priests 



IN THE YEAR 1813. 383 

would seek out these wretches, aud^ kn^Ung by 
their side, administer to them extreme unctioa* 
Two hundred bodies were daily carried out. from 
the hospitals, where, if public report be true, 
they hesitated not to adopt mortal expedients. 
The naked corses remained for hours ranged 
along the places of sepulture ; the carts which 
conveyed them being perpetually in motion, and 
having no time to wait for their interment. The 
grave-diggers performed the burials by contract; 
they received eight groschen for each corpse^ 
and in order to take as good a load as possible, 
they would often trample down the dead bodies 
in their carts, with pitiless and habitual insensi* 
bility. These heaps of dead were thrown into 
large pits. The French employed at the hospitak 
often e:dubited the most^ barbarous indifferencfi; 
sending persons to be. buried in whom;.life yet.ce«« 
mained ; some even revived at the housear o€ the 
gravc-diggerg ; and. it happened, m jother un 
stances^ that the .bodies. . thrown into the .Elbe 
finished their last struggles in its water?. The 
want of drugs in all the apothecaries shops, and 
the death of a great number of doctors and 
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surgeons carried this state of misery to its 
height ♦. 

At last, after the poor success of the sortie, the 
French authorities granted permission that depu- 
ties from the government of the city should be 
sent to the camp of Count Klenaui to implore his 
pity in favour of the unfortunate capital* The 
deputies, the president of the high consistory, de 
Ferber, the head of the circle of 2^schwitz, and 
burgomaster Beck, set out on the 7th of Novem* 
ber* They were at first sent back at the outposts, 
and at the second trial they could not gain admis- 
sion to the general-in-chief. However, they for- 
warded, on the following day, to the advanced 
posts of the besiegers, a petition they had signed, 
in which they implored that the city might be 
spared, and intimated thai the French generals 
were disposed to negotiate. The zeal which 
these deputies exhibited on this occasion, de- 
mands the most lively gratitude, and history will 
not forget to record the indefatigable activity, 

• Our Narrative may be compared with a curious account of a 
weU-ioformed observer, entitled, Horrors of the French MiUtary 
HospUabf printed in the German papers, in 1814. 
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they employed in removing every diflBiculty, till 
the negotiation at length took a fortunate turn. 
The French colonels, Marion and Perm, at the 
same time, presented themselves at the advanced 
posts of the Allies, for the purpose of proposing, 
in the name of Marshal St. Cyr, the surrender of 
the city, upon condition of the garrison being 
freely allowed to retreat. This proposal was re- 
jected. The Austrian general, however, took this 
opportunity of allowing the Saxon royal family to 
depart from a city reduced to such distress. 
Marshal St. Cyr made a fresh proposal, and thus> 
on the 9th of November, a preliminary convention 
was concluded for the surrender of the place. 
This convention was signed at the village of Gor- 
bitz, upon the road to Freyberg, by Quarter- 
master-general Count Klenau and Colonel Roth- 
kirch, on the one part, and Colonel Marion on the 
other. The active interference of th^e consort of 
Prince Anthony, the sister of the Emperor of 
Austria, did not a little contribute towards its 
conclusion. On the 10th, in the morning, Mar- 
shal St. Cyr and Count Durosnel went to the 
castle, for the purpose of announcing officially to 
the royal family this agreeable intelligence, whic^ 
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was already circulated in the dtyi and filled all 
hearts with pleasing hopes. On the same day the 
principal conditions ojoly were made public, for 
the French observed the most profound sitenoe in 
this business, and several articles of the negotia- 
tion yet remained to be adjusted. This alarming 
silence still prevailed during the next day, and al- 
though^the white flags flying at the advanced posts 
appeared to give the strongest hopes of pacific 
measures, the truth of the happy news was doubted, 
When the French pioneers were seen continuing 
*heir labours in the suburbs.' However, about noon, 
the news of the convention for the surrender of the 
place was confirmed, and an official publication 
tranquillized the general anxiety. According to 
this convention, concluded on the 11 th of Novepi- 
ber, in Count Klenau's camp at Herzogswalde, and 
confirmed by the Russian and Austrian generals 
in chief; the garrison had free permission to re^ 
turn into France. They were to evacuate the city 
in six diVisibns, from the 12th to the 17th of No- 
vember, with their arms aiid baggage, laying down 
the former before the fortifications. It was, how- 
ever, stipulated that neither the officers nor so^ 
diers should serve again till they had all been ex* 
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changed for officers and soldiers of the Allies cap- 
tured during the war ; conditions which Marshal 
St Cyr engaged to fulfil, promising, at the same 
time^ to procure the release of an equal number 
of prisoners belonging to the Allies, in ex- 
change for the garrison, as speedily as pos- 
sible. The whole of the artillery, the chests, the 
ammunition, all that belonged to the fortifications 
and the bridges, and all waggons, were to be 
surrendered the day after the signature of the 
convention. At the same time, half the fortifica- 
tions, the gates of the suburbs upon either shore 
of the Elbe, two gates of the old town, and one 
of the new, were to be occupied by the Allies^ 
but the fortress of Sonnenstein was to be evacu- 
ated six hours after the signature of the capitu- 
lation. Among the clauses afterwards added to 
th^ preliminary draught, and intended to soften 
the idea of the garrison being prisoners of war, 
the most remarkable is the permission that 600 
men should preserve their arms, two field-pieces^ 
with their ammunition waggons and horses, and 
that 50 gendarmes should retain their horses and 
their arms. In the afternoon of the 1 1th, the 
Saxon general Mellentin entered the city, with a 
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Russian and Austrian officer. The general was 

charged with the receipt of all the warlike stores, 
which the French were to deliver up before their 
departure, and was particularly to keep a watch- 
ful eye on the chest of bills, the chest of ready 
money, and all objects of art. 

This supervision was the more necessary at the 
present juncture, as the French had already des- 
troyed several warlike instruments in the arsenal. 
The report, however, still remains without proof 
that, by order of the Marshal, many military 
stores, even muskets and cannon, were either 
thrown into the Elbe, or rendered unserviceable. 
In the meantime the French soldiers endeavoured 
to secure to themselves some pecuniary profit, by 
selling, in the street near the ramparts, carriages, 
horses, all kinds of military stores, and even the 
planks of the camp bake-house, which was de- 
stroyed. To the very last moment considerable 
quantities of forage were carried off by main force 
in the city and suburbs. The garrison, as prison- 
ers of war, were to be escorted, in rear of the al- 
lied army, to Strasburg, through Saxony, Bavaria, 
Wirtemberg, and Baden. On the 12th of Novem- 
ber, about eight in the morning, several divisions 
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of French infantry/ in number about 6,000, placed 
themselvcB between the Wilsdruf and Pima gates, 
and at eleven o'clock took the road to Freyberg. 
Before the gates of the suburbs, upon the plain of 
the Weisseritz, some divisions of Austrian infantry 
with artillery, were posted on the right ; some di- 
visions of Austrian hussars, Cossacks, and Russian 
militia, on the left ; two bands of Austrian and 
Russian music were alternately playing. About 
noon the French came out of the city, with their 
drums beating ; when they had arrived at the fortifi- 
cations erected upon the military road, the humi- 
liating word of command, Qround arms ! was heard 
throughout their ranks. Each division obeyed. 

The arms were piled, the cartouch-boxes, 
sabres, and swords placed apart; the drums were 
also deposited. The disarmed troops took the 
military road. The greater part, particularly the 
young soldiers, were rejoiced to find themselves 
deliveredfrom a wretched mode of life ; but accu- 
mulated rage was visible in the countenance of 
the officers. The veteran soldiers submitted with 
reluctance to hard necessity, and did not obey thft 

severe order of their colonels until others had set 
vou u. u 
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tbem the example. Several ihfew their cartouch- 
boxes into the air^ exclaiming, '^ Napoleon k yet 
alive !" In the first division were the Polish hus- 
sars and lancers, the whole of the cavalry belong* 
ing to the surrendered corps, and the two divisions 
of Polish in&ntry recently formed. 

On the 1 3th of November, Count Lobau mardi- 
ed out with his division^ and it was easy to read 
in his countenance what were his inward feelings 
when he lowered his sword to 1^ allied Generals, 
and the troops grounded their arms. This division 
was followed by the host of military servants^ 
(gougatsj those cruel persecutors of the country 
people, who, to the infinite joy of the assembled 
crowd of peasants, were obliged to deliver up their 
Worses and sabres. Marshal Si. Cyr quitted the 
town on the 1 6th of November, with the 4th divi- 
sion ; at the head of the last, on the 17th, marched 
Count Durosnel, who, till then, had been gover- 
nor of the city, carrying with him glorious testimo-^ 
nies of esteem, whilst Count — , conunis* 

sary of the army, left, on his departure, no ho- 
nourable impression on the minds of the inhabi- 
tants. According to the official reports, the 
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virhole of the captured army consisted of 1 mar- 
shal, 1 1 generals of division*, 20 generals of bri- 
gadefy 452 officers, 6,500 non-commission offi 
cers and soldiers, of the 1st division, under Count 
deLobau; 945 officers, and 17,129 non-commis- 
sion officers and soldiers, of the I4th division, 
under Marshal St. Cyr ; and 360 officers, with 
4,078 soldiers of the old garrison of the town. 
Thus the whole amounted to 1,759 officers, and 
27,714 soldiers. Of this number were 6,031 sick, 
who remained in the hospitals at Dresden, but still 
subject to all the conditions of the capitulation. 
The artillery delivered up to the Allies consisted 
of 26 howitzers, and 69 pieces of cannon, attached 
to the French divisions, and of 1 17 guns bdonging 
to the place^ the greater part of which vvas return- 
ed to Saxony. The value of all the warUke stores 
surrendered was estimated at more than five mil- 
lions of crowns. 

■ ■ ' ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ' ■ " ill . 

* Count Lobau, Durosnel, Dumas, Claparede, Bonnet, Mou- 
ton-Duvernet, Berthesme, Dumpnceau, Razout, Gerard, Teste, 
PreSrre, and Cassagne. 

t Borelli, Schramm, Paroletti, Bertrand, Couture, Qodard, 
Le Tellier, Goguel,; d'Estlevin, Stedmann, Jaquet, Fezensa<i, 
Chartraud, Doucet, Gobreoht, Poskoski, Woissenhof, Baldtts, 
O'Meara, and Bernard. 
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On the 12th of November, conformably to the 
clauses of the capitulation, a part of the town 
and the outworks were occupied by the Allies. 
An extraordinary contrast was then seen, French 
soldiers and Cossacks on sentry by the side of 
each other, at the same house. The indignation 
against the arrogant oppressors, which had been 
so long restrained, now frequently broke forth; 
among other instances, some French officers and 
soldiers bore, almost without resistance, the ill 
treatment of the crowd, collected in consequence 
of a conflagration, occasioned by some powder^ 
to which the French had set fire. 

However difficult the sufferings of the moment 
might be to support, the people began to respire 
more freely, and hope revived at the prospect of 
a brighter future period for the oppressed. From 
the very first days of the deliverance of the city, 
a greater degree of activity appeared in the 
streets, owing to the firm measures of the local 
administration, which, by degrees, removed all 
the nuisances that encumbered them. The Aus- 
trian and Russian suttlers brought from fertile 
Bohemia provisions of all kinds, especially bread; 
they filled the deserted markets with the neces- 
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sades of l^e. The cemeteries^ loo^ changed into 
tumultuaus camps, were once more restored to 
peace, and the bodies that still lay piled in 
beaps^ were buried. The sick French, who wan* 
dered about the streets like spectres, and the pa- 
tients in the hospitals received greater attention ; 
by adoptmg efficacious means, a check was put 
to the ravages of contagion. 

The last division of the Fr^ieh had scarcely 
left the city, when the sounding peal of bells ce- 
lebrated the entry of the Allies. First marched 
two regiments of Don Cossacks, next followed the 
Russian artillery, and lastly, the Austrian regi- 
ment de Zach, which Count Klenau^ and other 
generals, caused to defile before the residence of 
the King's brothers, who i^peared at the balcony 
with their family. The Russian infantry, the 
Hulaos, the artillery, and Austrian cavalry, closed 
the march. The principal guard-house in the 
new town was occupied by the Russians ; and» 
from the 17th of November, General Gourieff, as 
Russian Commandant, assumed the government 
pf the city. The same day, a part of the troops 
advanced beyond the town, but the greater num- 
ber remained; and the other divisions which 
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halted on the subsequent days, mcreated the 
burthen of supplies, which still weighed on the 
exhausted inhabitants. The Austrian troops were 
the first, who, after a certain period, retired. A 
strong Russian garrison remained until the fot 
lowing year; and, at the beginning of December, 
the Russian general administration for the king^ 
dom, that had been organized, in October, at 
Leipsic, also established itself in thc^ capital. 
The members of the royal family had set out, on 
the 19th of November, for Prague, with the ex- 
ception of Princess Elizabeth, who, at the begins 
ning of this new epocha, resolved still to remain 
in the midst of the inhabitants of Dresden. 

Hardly had the surrender of the city been ac- 
complish^, when the alarming news was re- 
ceived from the head-quarters of the Alhes, that 
the commander-in-chief, the Prince of Schwart- 
zenberg, had refiised to ratify the conditions 
acceded to by Count Klenau, and that he had 
given orders to the Feldzeugmister de Chasteler to 
put Marshal St. Cyr again in possession of the 
city of Dresden, and of all the means of defence 
which that general possessed before the evacua^ 
tion ; Generals Dumas and Durosnel, who had 
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^ready arrived in ttie neigbbourbood of the 
Rhine, were obliged to rejtttrn to Alt^pber g> where 
Marshal St. Cyr stHl was. m« division was en* 
camped between that town and l^ossen, to the 
great annoyance of the is^bitants of the country, 
oppressed in ev«ry way. The marcihal refused 
the offer, and, consequently, he was obliged to 
submit to the decision, which banished hin^ and 
his companions in captivity, to Moravia and 
Hungary. 

Thus terminated the bitter trial of sufferings to 
which the unfortunate city of Dresden had been 
for eight months a prey. After all she had under^ 
gone, s^er so complete an exhaustion, the weight 
of her calamities was still experienced. But 
how cheering was the prospect of happier days* 
a prospect which sustained her in the last of her 
struggles. She saw the palm of peace spiingingup, 
and gathering strength on the soil of her country, 
her children about to repose under its shadow^ 
He, who shall relate worthily and impartially the 
events of the new epocha to which we have ar- 
rived, will not forget to celebrate that devotion 
with which the inhabitants of a city long op* 
pressed, and all the Saxon people, young and old^ 
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offered the sacrifice of their estates, and of their 
lives, as soon as they had burst the chains, which 
they had borne with impatience, and flew to the 
field, in order to obtain for themselves and their 
posterity, the most precious of all human bless- 
ings — ^Liberty ! 
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Oppression of the City ofLeipsic after the Battle of Lot" 
zen. — Ravages of the French in the surrounding country,,-— 
Approach of the Allied Armies. — Arrival of the different 
French corps d'ann^e. — The King of Nicies harassed on 
the \Athof October. — "Napoleon takes up his quarters at the 
Village of Reudnitz. — Particulars concerning himself and 
his Military Household.^Battle of the I6th. — Pause on 
Sunday the llth.~^Battle renewed on thel8th.--Retreatof 
the French on the following morning. — Assault and capture 
of Leipsic. — The rear guard of the French cut off. — The 
Allied Sovereigns enter the City. — Napoleon retires upon 
' the Rhine,defeats Marshal Wrede at Hanau. — Conclusion.^ 

X HE favourable issue of the battle of Lutzen to 
the French m the early part of the campaign, and 
their subsequent, but evanescent, successes, had 
removed the seat of war from the neighbourhood 
of Leipsic ; but her temporary exemption from 
scenes of blood, devastation, and misery, was 
purchased only by the most oppressive burthens 
of every description. 

The city was converted into a grand depdt of 

* In the compilation of the following Sapplementary Chapter, 
the Editor begs to acknowledge the interesting materials he has 
found in the Pamphlet of Mr. Frederick Shoberl, and in odiel* 
cotemporary tracts and documents. 
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Stores for the supply of the army ; numerous bo* 
dies of troops, as at Dresden, were quartered 
upon the householders; requisitions for meat, 
rice, meal, brandy, and all the necessaries of life, 
were continually grinding the poor reduced inha- 
bitants, depriving them even of the means of sup- 
porting themselves and their families. ''Thus, 
in the short space of six months," says an intelli- 
gent eye-witness of these misfortunes, ** was the 
city reduced to so low an ebb, that even the opu- 
lent were in danger of perishing with hunger; 
respectable citizens could no longer procure the 
coarsest £ure, and, although their hearts overflow- 
ed with pity and compassion, they found them* 
selves utterly incapable of affording the slightest 
relief; nay, not so much as a crust of bread to a 
sick and wounded soldier." 

In the city of Leipsic two granaries had been 
established, one by the King at the palace of 
Pleissenberg, the other by the magistrates, as a 
provision against public scarcity. The former 
was soon emptied, to victual the garrisons of Wit- 
tenberg and Torgau ; the contents of the latter, 
as soon as discovered by the French, vvere confis- 
cated, sent to the bake-houses, made up inta 
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loaves, and despatdied in waggons to the distant 
armies. The inhabitants, deprived of their sup- 
ply, were, in the mean time, left to support them- 
selves, and the French soldiers quartered on them, 
as they could, as not a single loaf was issued to 
the military in Leipsic. 

The surrounding country, contrasted with the 

districts that had been the actual scenes of the 

war, was still a smiling paradise. The scarcity 

of provisions and forage in Lusatia, and the circle 

of Misnia, was so great, that the French were 

absolutely reduced to the necesedty of selecting 

the weakest of the famished men and horses firom 

their regiments, and of sending them back to the 

dep6ts. Many of the horses, incompetent to 

the march, perished , on the road. They arrived 

in a worse state than the Rozinante of Cervantes' 

immortal hero, of whom he says, '^ tenia nua 

quartos qw un reali y nuu iachof que el caballo 

de Gonelay qui tantwn peUb et ossa ftdt.^'-r^** His 

body presented more comers than the angular 

coin, a Spanish real; and he had more faults than 

Gonela's horse, who was but skin and bone.'' A 

part was sold by the soldiers themselves for a few 

groschen, a part was put up to aucti^a by the 
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French Gommissaries ; their vakie may be est!-; 
mated by the fact that a lot of 26 was bought for 
20 thalers. A body of horse-guards^ to the amount 
of 6,000, was sent back to Mayence ; their ap- 
pearance as they passed through Leipsic, is thus 
described : y Scarcely could troops ever make so 
ludicrous, so grotesque, so miserable a figure ; 
gigantic grenadiers, with caps of a prodigious 
height, and heavy armed cuirassiers, were seen 
riding upon lean cows, which certainly did not cut 
many capers. It was wonderful that the anin^ials 
shewed no disposition to decline the singular ho* 
nour. Their knapsacks were fastened to the 
horns, so that you were puzzled to make out what 
kind of monstrous creature was approaching. 
Carabineers, with cuirasses and helmets, polished 
like mirrors, lay, without boots and stockings, in 
wheelbarrows, to which a peasant had harnessed 
himself, with his dog, and thus transported the 
heroes. Few of the horses were yet able to 
carry the knapsack, and much less the rider. The 
men were therefore obliged to drag the jaded 
beasts by the bridle through the deepest morasses, 
and thought themselves fortunate, whm at last 
the animals dropped to rise no more/' 
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To return to the state of the city ; the receipt 
at the great commercial mart, the fair held at Mi- 
^ chaelmas, did not amount to a fiftieth part of its 
ordinary product. The stock of edibles in the 
hands of the tradesmen were put in requisition* 
most probably without remuneration, for the, 
French, whatever might be their intention, were 
i^ortly incapacitated, by expulsion, from repay- 
ment. The inmates of the poor-houses were 
ejected, and thel)uildings converted into hospitals. 
Such was the state of Leipsic, when a rumour 
became current that Napoleon was about to con- 
centrate his forces in its neighbourhood. The 
storm^ as has been seen in the third Chapter, was 
rolling its threatening clouds on every side of his 
military horizon at Dresden, and the bulwarks of 
that city could promise him no effectual protec- 
tion against the bolts which were about to assail 
him. Although his evacuation of Dresden cannot 
be strictly called a retreat, his lateral march upon 
Leipsic was doubtless the result of cogent ne- 
cessity. Vandamme had been cut off, defeated 
and taken prisoner, in his pursuit of the Austrian 
and Russian combined armies, after the battlig <if 
Dresden. Under the command of the Pnnce of 
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Schwartzenberg, these were now issuing from the 
defiles of Bohemia into Ergseberg, and menitced 
the communications of Napoleon's rear. 

Charles John, on his march from the north, 
towards Leipsic, had defeated, on the 6th of Sep- 
tember, at Dennewitz, Ney's c(nj)s d'armie, consist- 
ing of 70,000 men, and composed of the divisions 
under Marshal the Duke of Reggio, Generals 
Bertrand and Regnier, with a body of Polish 
hotae. Bhicher had discomfited Marshal Macp 
donald, on the steep banks of the roaring Kats- 
bach, capturing 18,000 prisoners, and 103 pieces 
of cannon. The failure of the assault on Dresden 
was more than compensated to the Allies by the 
above successes, and they now adopted a plan of 
simultaneous combination for the ruin of their 
en^ny. 

In the beginning of October, Marshal Marmont, 
with his carps d'armie, arrived in the neighboui^ 
hood of Leipsic, and the inhabitants w^re first 
inspired with the apprehension that a general 
engagement might take place under their walls. 
7he devastating horrors of the French bivouacs 
were now commenced in the fertile environs of 
the Athens of Germany. Th^ French army trans- 



Hf THE TEAR 1818. 30^ 

formed votto a band of undisciplined tnaraaders, 

searchjBd every bam, cellar, loft, and stable, in the 

villages and towns through which they passed, 
* 
for stored of all kindis ; the golden produce of the 

harvest was heaped up in the baggage waggons of 

the troops destined only as the receptacles of their 

plunder. 

The peasant, often constrained by blows and 
violence, to give up the scanty provision for hiift 
family ; saw the windows, rafters, doors of hiB 
cottage, his household furniture, carried off to 
feed the bivouac fires; his feather-bed, when it 
had served the soldiers' purpose for the night, 
was wantonly ripped up, and its contents scat- 
tered to the winds. Hi$ cow, his lK»rse, his do^ 
mestic poultry were seized ; vain were his own 
entreaties, the tears of his wife, the lamentations 
of his children. 4/^customed, in his own person^ 
to misery imd privation, the soldier had becomes 
selfish being, totally dead to feelitigs of compassioiL 

Every kind of grain was scattered wantonly 
over the ground, devoured by the cattle, or trad*- 
den in the mire. Orchards Were laid Wasrte, tfai 
trees cut down, and every field of turnips^ cab^ 
bages, or potatoes, that chanced to be in the 
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neighbourhood of a French military station, was 
soon converted, by hungry men and cattle, into 
a desert waste. But *' even-handed justice" re- 
turned in the sequel the poisoned chalice to the 
lips of these implacable destroyers. The famine 
at length extended to themselves. 

In the city the French constrained the bakers 
to work up the last of their stock of meal, for 
the supply of the army, planted sentinels at their 
doors, who drove away, with the butt ends of their 
muskets, the famished citizens who applied for 
bread. A scanty supply of potatoes, extravagantly 
dear, was the only support of the inhabitants. 

The grand army of the Allies was now in exe- 
cution of their concerted plan, debouching from 
the defiles of Bohemia, to march in a southerly 
direction, through Chemnitz and Freyberg, upon 
Leipsic. The army of the King of Naples re- 
tired before them. The French forces tmder 
?f fey» posted to the north-west of the city, also 
retreated before the Crown Prince, and Blucher, 
who had formed a junction, on the 10th of Octo- 
ber, at Zorbig. The corps of Ney, Regnier, 
Bertrand, aad Marmont, had arrived at Leipsic, 
and were followed by that of Augereau. The 
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Prince of Schwartzenberg's advance to Al- 
tenburg was known in the city ; and the light 
troops of the Crown Prince, might be dis^ 
covered from the steeples, in the direction 
of Breitenfeld and Lindenthal. The King of 
Naples established his head-quarters at Con* 
newitz, a village at a short distance to the 
southward of Leipsic. French generals and 
staff-officers were now continually arriving, 
troops were marching and counter-march- 
ing through all the four grand entrances to 
Leipsic. The videttes at the out-posts were fre^ 
quently made prisoners by the Cossacks, who 
skirmished with the greatest adroitness and au- 
dacity. 

Every thing now indicated that the grand 
drama was approaching to its catastrophe. The 
French were making every preparation for a ge- 
neral battle. 

Napoleon has been blamed for choosing a po- 
sition, such as Leipsic, for the theatre of a ge- ^ 
neral engagement ; but it has elsewhere been be- 
fore observed, that he had now a defensive part 
to play. Hemmed in on all sides in no other 

VOL. II. X 
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position could he have made a stand, as will ap* 
pear evident/ when the nature of the ground is 
considered. The plam of Leipsic is intersected, 
from north to south, by rivers ; and, on either 
side of the city, by woods and morasses. Napo^ 
leon adopted the precaution of breaking down 
most of the bridges, not, as has^een supposed, 
in the confidence of victory, but in order to 
render the approach of the Allies on his flanks 
more difficult. He took, however, good care to 
keep open the bridge and defile of lindenau, 
situated in the line of his eventual retreat ; and 
all the attacks of Count Giulay on that side were 
repelled; had they succeeded, the French would 
have been cut oif. 

Leipsic, therefore, it seems, formed a sort of 
Ute'de-pant for his retiring army ; nor will his as- 
sertion, that he could better have covered his re- 
treat, if he had chosen to bum* the suburbs, 
appear totally without foundation. The Emperor 
of the French had certainly fearful odds to con- 
tend with, the shattered remains of his difierent 
corps ffarmh could not, iti the aggregate, aaaount 

* Seepage 48. 
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to more than 170,000 men ; the Allied army op- 
posed to him was, at least, 270,000 strong * ; he 
was infinitely inferior to them in the composition 
and numbers of his cavalry, the men were raw 
and undisciplined, the horses starved and debili* 
tated; marshy ground, intersected with rivers, 
could alone present an obstacle to the nu- 
merous, fresh, and well appointed cavalry of his 
enemy. 

The description of a field of battle, is, perhaps, 
the dullest task of the historian, or reader ; a 
single plan d6es more than pages of unconnected 
names of places, towns, and villages, and 4etails 
of centres and flanks. Suffice it to say, that 
previously to the 15th of October, the French 
army had occupied, in a grand semi-circlef^%x- 
tending firom Gohlis on the north, turning towards 
the east, thence to the west, and ending at Con** 
newitz and the adjacent woods on the south, the 
small, but only eminences in the plain of 
Leipsic. 

i 

* The foUowmg is the statement of their strength, from the 
JmirtMls of the time: — ^Russians, under Blurolay de Tolly, 
80,000; reserve, under Benigsen, 40,000; Austrians, under 
the Prince of Schwartzenberg, 65,000; Swedes and Prussians, 
toder the Crown Prince and Bkcher, 100,000. ToUd 275,000. 

X8 
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Napoleon had a particular predilection for un^ 
dertaking fresh enterprises on the anniversaries' 
of those days that had already proved auspicious 
to him. The 14th of October^ rendered propi- 
tious to the French by the battle of Jena» was 
fully expected to be celebrated by a similar san*' 
guinary scene at Leipsic. 

A lowering dawn, succeeding several rainy 
days, glimmered its uncertain light on the as- 
sembled hosts round Leipsic. The tramp of 
men, the sounding hoofs of horses, the rattling 
of carriages and cannon, the clamours of the 
drivers, and the distant hum of armies, had made 
the preceding night, to the citizens^ one of sad 
and sleepless expectation. 

The cannon now, at intervals, rolled its pealing 
thunders near liebertwolkwitz, a village to the 
south-eastward of the city ; the advanced guard 
of the Allies was harassing the army of the King 
of Naples. 

Messengers arrived, announcing the approach 
of Napoleon and his ally. 

About the middle of the day, the j^mperor of 
the French arrived, accompanied by the King of 
Saxony* At the distance of about half a league 
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from the city, in the midst of the French army, 
the latter had narrowly escaped being captured 
by the Cossacks, a party of whom boldly and 
suddenly attacked him; a Saxon officer, with 
eighty horse, covered his retreat, and enabled 
the King to escape on horseback. Napoleon en-r 
tered the city from the north, by the Berlia 
road ; he had been expected to come by that of 
Dresden; he passed through ^ without stopping, 
escorted by some regiments of the infantry and 
cavalry of his guard, and went out on the eastern 
side by the Grimma gate. The following is an 
account given by a spectator of his de* 
meanour :-— 

'* On the arrival of the Emperor, a camp-chair 
and a table were brought in all haste, and a great 
watch-fire kindled in the open field, not far from 
the gallows. The guards bivouacked on the right 
and left. The Emperor took possession of the 
head-quarters prepared for him, which were any 
thing but magnificent, being surrounded only by 
the relics of the stalks and leaves of the cabbages 
consumed by his soldiers, and other matters still 

* Baron Odeleben says, he went round without entering 
Leipsic. 
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more offengive. The table was instantly covered 
with maps, over which the Emperor pored most 
attentively for a considerable time. Of what was 
passing around him, he seemed not to take the 
smallest notice. Th^ spectators crowded pretty 
close about him. They were allowed to approach, 
unobstructed, within twenty paces. A long train 
of carriages from the Wurzen road, the cracking 
of the whips of the postilions, together with a 
great number of horse soldiers and tall grenadiers, 
announced the arrival of another distinguished 
personage, and called the attrition of the by- 
standers that way. 

*^ It was the King of Saxony, with his guards 
and retinue. He alighted, and a kind salutation 
ensued between him and his august Ally. The 
King soon afterwards mounted a horse, and pro- 
ceeded into the city. Napoleon, meanwhile, re- 
mained where he wasv He sometimes rose from 
his seat, weot up to the watch-fire, held has 
hands over it, rubbed them, and then placed 
them behind him ; whilst, with his foot, he pushed 
the wood, consisting of dry boards and rafters^ 
from the nearest houses, into the flame, to make 
it burn more fiercely. At the same time he very 
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frequently took snuffy of which he deemed to 
have but a small quantity left in his gold box. 
At last he scraped toge&ejr what was 1^ with 
ins finger^ and poured it out ixpaa his httod. Whea 
all was gone, he opened the box several times, 
and smelt to it, without applying to any of the 
mardials and generals around him to relieve hi« 
want" 

About four in the afternoon, the Emperor was 
informed of the arrival of his guards, who had 
marched from Duben, and entered by the northern 
gate ; they passed through the city with tfam ar* 
tillery, to the eastern side. Napoleon retired to 
the village of Reudnitz, and took up his quarters 
in the summer residence of M. Yetter for the n^;ht. 
The folk)wing account of the deportment of the 
Emperor and his suit^ sb given by the person kft 
{n charge of the house of his employer, is so inte^ 
resting, and at the same time so naturally detul*^ 
ed, that we shall: insert it neaiiy in the words of 
the narrator. It will be found the more applicable, 
because it materiaUy confirms the authenticity of 
Baion Odeleben's rdatbn concerning the economy 
of tdie Emperor's camp-household. A short time 
after the arrival of Naprieon at Leipsic, a Freiidi 
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marichai de logis dupalais came to the residence of 
M. Vetter, and desired to inspect the apartment», 
as the Emperor was about to take up his quarters 
in them for the night. The writer thus proceeds : 
f* The markJud de logis inspected the smallest 
closets with the greatest minuteness. He an- 
nounced that sa Mqjesti would certainly take up 
his head-quarters in my ei9ployer's house, and 
asked for a piece of chalk, to mark each r(>om 
with the nam.e8 of the distinguished personages 
by whom they were to be occupied. When he 
had shewn me the apartment destined for the 
Emiperor, he desired that a fire might be immedi- 
ately lighted in it, as his Majesty was very fond of 
warmth. The bustle' soon began ; the guards ap^ 
peared, and occupied the house, and all the ave- 
nues. Many officers of rank, with numerous at- 
tendants arrived, and six of the Emperor's cooks 
were soon busily employed in tibtfs kitchen. Thus 
I was quickly surrounded on all sides with impe- 
rial splendour, and might consider myself, for a 
moment, as its centre. I might posi^bly have 
felt no small degree of vanity on the occasion, had 
I not been every instant reminded that the part 
which I should have to act would be that of obe; 
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dience alone. I heard the beating of drums at a 
distance, which, as I presently learned, announced 
that I was shortly to descend into a very subor« 
dinate station. It proclaimed the anival of the 
Emperor, who came on horseback, in a grey sur- 
tout. Behind him rode the Duke of Yicenza, 
(Caulincourty) who, since the death of Marfldial 
Duroc, had succeeded to his office. When they 
had come up to the house, the master of the 
horse sprung from his steed with a lightness and 
agility which I should not have expected in sucb 
a raw-boned stiff-looking gentleman, and immedi« 
ately held that of the Emperor." The writer 
now goes on to describe his astonishment and 
perturbation, when he found himself summoaed by 
one of the generals into the presence of Napo« 
leon himself, and gives the following account of 
his introduction and interview : '' After the general 
had taken charge of me, I mustered my whole stock 
of rhetorical flourishes, best calculated to win itfae[ 
favour of a mighty Emperw. The general con^ 
ducted me through a crowd of aidc9*dc<amp, and' 
Officers of all ranks. They took but little noticei 
ofisuch an inmgnificant being as myself, and, ini 
deed, scarcely deigned to bestow abok upon vm^ 
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My conductor opened the door, and I entered, 
with a heart throbbing violently* The Emperor 
had polled off his sUrtout, and had nobody with 
him. On Ae long table was spread a map of pro« 
digiooa suee. Rustan, the Mamdnke, was, as I 
afterwards learned, m the next room. My pre* 
sence of mind was all gone again, when I came 
to be introduced to the Empennr; and he must 
certainly have perceived by my looks that I was 
not a little confosed. I was just going to begin 
the harangue, whk& I had studied with such 
pains, and to stammer out something compliment* 
tary, when he relieved me at once from my dilem* 
ma, and addressed me in French, speaking very 
qmdc, but distinctly* to the following effect : 
* Are yoo the master of this house V * No, please 
your Majesty, only a servant' ^ Where is the 
owner Y He is in the dty ; he is advanced in y^mrs, 
mid, under the present cnrcumstttices, has quitted 
Us house, leaving me to take care of it as well asl 
can/ * What is your master f ^ He isin business, 
ifire.' ' in what liner ' He is abaaker/ ' Oho! 
(ssMiiag) then he is wordi a phmi CtrntmUhmdreJ 
I suppose T ' Begging your Majesty's pardon, in« 
deed he is not V ' Weii then, perhaps, he may be 
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warthtwo V ' I heartily wisk I could amiwtryoiur 
Majesty in the affirmative/ * You lend money, I 
presume V ^ Formerly we did, sire, but now we 
are glad to borrow.' ' Yes, yes ; I dare say yoo 
do a little in that way yet ? What interest do you 
charge ?' ' We used to cimrge from four to five 
per cent., now we would willingly give from 5 to 
10.' * To whom were you used to lend money ?' 
* To inferior tradesmen and manufacturers.' ' You 
discount bills too, I suppose V ' Formerly, sire» 
we did, but now we can neidier discount nor get 
any discounted/ ' How is bucdness with you V 
f At present, your Majesty, there is none doing?' 
' How so ?' * Because all trade is totally at a stand»^ 
^ But have you not your fair just now V * Yes, 
but it is only so in name.' * Why V ' As all com* 
munication has, for a considerable time, been sus* 
pended, and the roads are unsafe for goods ; n^ 
ther sellers nor buyers will run the risk of com- 
iag, and, besides, the greatest scarcity of money 
prevails in this country/ ' So, so ! (takkig mudi 
snaff,) what is the name of your employer?' I 
mentioned his name. 'Is he married f ' Y6S» 
site/ ' Has he any chiUfai V ^ He has^ mi Hiey 
are married too.' ' In. wh«t capacity are you 
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ployed by him?' ' As a clerk/ < Then you have a 
cashier too, I suppose V * Yes, sire, at your ser- 
vice/ * What wages do you receive V I men- 
tioned a sum I thought fit. 

'^ He now motioned with his hand, and I retir*' 
ed> with a low bow. During the whole conver* 
sation the Emperor was in very good humour, 
smiled frequently, and took a great deal of snuff. 
After the interview, on coming out of the room; 
I appeared a totally different and highly important 
person to all those who, a quarter of an hour be<^ 
fore, had not deigned to take the slightest notice 
of me. ^ Both officers and domestics now shewed 
me the greatest respect."^ 

The reader will be reminded by the following 
description, of the accoimt given of the manner 
in which the Emperor^s staff reposed, in the 2nd 
chapter of the first Volume* 

'^ The Emperor lodged in the first floor ; his 
&vourite Mameluke, an unconunonly handsome 
man, was constantly about his person. The second 
floor was occupied by the Prince of Neufchatel, 
who had a very sickly appearance, and the Duke 
of Bassano, the Emperor's secretary. On. the 
ground-floor^ a front room was converted into a. 
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talon de service. Here were Marshals Oudinot^ 
Mortier^ Ney, Regnier, with a great number of 
generals, aides-de-camp, and other officers in wait- 
ing, who lay at night upon straw, crowded as 
tlose as herrings in a barrel. In the left wing 
lodged the Duke of Vicenza, master of the horse ; 
and above him the physician to the Emperor^ 
. whose name, I think, was M. Yvan, The right 
wing was occupied by the officiers du palais. The 
smallest room was turned into the bedchamber of 
a general, and every corner so filled, that the serv- 
ants and other attendants were obliged to sleep 
on the kitchen-floor. 

'' I was commanded to deliver the keys of the 
hay-loft and bams to the Emperor's piqueur. I 
earnestly entreated him to be as sparing of our 
stores as possible, supporting this request with a 
bottle of wine, which, in the present circum- 
stances, was no contemptible present. He knew 
how to appreciate it, and immediately gave me a 
proof of his gratitude. He took me aside, and 
whispered in my ear, 'As long as the Emperor is 
liere you are safe ; but the moment he is gone, and 
nobody can tell how soon that may be, you will 
be completely stripped by the guards ; the officers 
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themselrefl will then shewyou no mercy ; you had 
best endeavour to procure a safe*guard of getf- 
ifarmee, for which you must apply to the Duke of 
Vicenza/ I did not fail to take the hint» and procure 
the necessary immunity from the gmnd ecuyer ; and 
on the retreat of the French, I experienced the truth 
of the assertion, with respect to the officers, for a 
French aide-de-ramp, in my presence, very uncere- 
moniously took fifty cigars out of my bureau, and 
probably helped himself at the same time to some 
fine cravats, which I afterwards missed. 

'' After the Emperor s arrival there was no such 
thing as a moment's rest for me ; gladly would I 
have exchanged my high function, which placed 
me upon an equal footing with the first officers of 
the French court, for a night's tranquil slumber. 
M. It nuxkre de la mamn was every moment called 
for. As for his shaving himself, changing his 
finen, brushing his clothes, that was quite out of 
thequesticm. His guest had remarked his good* 
will, and they imagined his ability was capable 
of keeping pace with it. Luckily it never came 
into my head, whilst invested with my high dig- 
nity, to look into a glass ; otherwise I should cer* 
tainly not have kuown myself again, and Diogenes 



IN THE TEAR 181S. 319 

would have appeared a beau in comparison. At 
to dangerof life, or personal ill-treatment, I was 
under no apprehension, for who would have pre* 
sumed to lay hands on so important a personi^, 
who was every moment wanted, and whose place 
it would have been impossible to supply ? I was 
much less concerned about all this, than about 
the means of saving the property of my employer^ 
as far as lay in my power. The danger of having 
every thing destroyed was very great The French 
ran with burning wisps of straw among large piles 
of trusses, regardless of the probable cons^* 
quenoes. 

** The French guards had kindled a large fire, 
at a small distance from the house. The wind 
being high, drove, not only the sparks, but great 
flakes of fire towards iU The whole court-yard 
was covered with straw, which was liable every 
moment to set us all on flames. I represented 
this circumstance to an officer of high rank, and 
observed, that the Emperor himself would be 
exposed to very great risk ; an which he ordered 
a grenadier, belonging to die guards, to go and 
direct it to be put out immediately. This man, 
an excessively grim feUow, refused, without o&* 
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r^mony, to carry the order. ' They ar6, my 
comrades/ said he, ' it is cold ; they must have 
a fire, and dare not go too far off. I cannot de- 
sire them to put it out/ What was to be done ? 
I bethought myself of the Duke of Vicenza, and 
applied directly to him. My representations pro- 
duced the desired effect, by the same means I 
saved an out-building, which the young guard 
were pulling down for the fire of their bivouac/' 

'' Late at night the King of Naples came, with 
his retinue, from Stotteritz. He was attended 
by a black Othello, who seems to serve him in 
the same capacity as Rustan does his brother-in- 
law. Napoleon. On the 16th, at break of day, 
the Emperor departed with his suite, and took 
the road to liebertwolkwitz/* 

To return to the state of the city, night had 
now dravm a murky veil of darkness over the 
combatants, the rain descended in torrents upon 
the troops in bivouac round the walls of Leipsic^ 
The horizon was illuminated in a semicircle by 
the watch-fires, the fiercer blaze of burning 
houses gave an awful magnificence to the scene. 
Crowds of persons, on foot and on horseback, 
were now passing through the palisadoed avenues. 
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of the town for rerfuge. iThe. population of the 
neighbouring villages, abandoning their homes on 
thearriyaliiOf the troops, were flocking towards 
the. city, with all of their little store that was 
portable. The French soldiers that remained in 
the rear searched, every basket, and even the 
pocketB of individuals, for provisions. Mothers, 
bathed in tears, were seen leading their nearly- 
naked children by the hand, laden with bundles, 
and carrying, perhaps, another child at their 
back. Fathers, in wild anxiety, - seeking their fa- 
milies in the crowd. Persons taken from the bed 
of sickness^ and placed in trucks to be removed into 
the city, Th^ k>ud plaints of bewildered children, 
who had lost their parents were heard; and the 
groans of the woimded, who were crawling to the 
hospitals. The greater part of this miserable crowd 
of beings^ huddled together in the comer, between 
the pld hospital and the city- wall, pear theKohl- 
garten gate. Every fugitive brought some acces«- 
sion of mournful intelligence : ^^ My . neighbour's 
howe has been fired^. he has been transfixed by a 
baycmet, his wife^ his children, are missing.'' 

During the first part of this night of horror 
the disturbances of the preceding were continued, 
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the rollmg of drums/ the clangor of trumpets re- 
sounded, carriages, camion, reinforcements of 
troops, were arriTing till about midnight, when 
the bustle, in some degree, subsided. The wonted 
stillness of night was now only interrupted by 
the clamour of the bivouacking troops, the plaints 
of the unfortunate and houseless peasantry, with 
the qui vive ? of the sentinels. 

In the mean time the defences of the city, how- 
ever weak, had been improved by every possible 
means, palisades, chevaux de frise^ had been 
placed in every avenue, loop-holes cut in walls, 
and troops posted, to act as tirailleurs^ behind 
them. For the same purpose apertures were cut 
in the great gates of the inner town, which is sur- 
rounded by a strong wall. 

Some hundreds of Austrian prisoners were 
brought in, and lodged in the great church-yard, 
which had long before been used as a bivouac, 
and as a receptacle for Russian, Prussian, and 
Austrian captives. The church of St. John, 
which it surrounds, had, since the month of May, 
oeen converted into an hospital by the French, 
which, in the beginning of October, became 
crowded to excess. The sick and prisoners now 
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lay mingled together among the grave's. Th^ 
€rermans, frequently left without food, straw, 
or covering, for several rainy and inclement days, 
crept into such vaults as they found open for 
shelter. The French paid no respect to the 
sacred monuments of the dead, they toi:e down 
the rails that surrounded the vaults, broke open 
the strong iron doors that secured them, stripped 
them of every ornament that was combustible, 
and carried their plunder to the fires of the bi* 
vouac. 

On the 19th, this place was carried by storm, 
and carcases of dead men and horses strewed the 
graves. It was then converted into a prison for 
the French themselvies, who, how exposed to the 
chill autumnal nights, penetrated, in search of% 
dwelling-place, into every vault that was acces- 
sible, descended into the deepest graves, threw 
the mouldering corpses, the bones, the skulls, in 
confusioii^ about the church-yard, and : kindled 
fires with the cofl^, to warm their shivering bo- 
dies. It is true, they had no alternative be-> 
tween these expedients and reposing between 
the grave-hills, exposed to rain, mists, and hoar 
frosts. A French soldier was found dead amid a 
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heap of coffins, piled on each other to the height 
of twelve feet : too weak to regain the top, he 
had lain there several days, and had literally been 
starved to death. 

The cheering light of day, on the morning of 
the 15th, was shed on Leipsic, but to discover 
scenes of wretchedness and confusion, along the 
roads ; and in the fields lay scattered naked bodies 
of dead soldiers, who, in a state of sickness, had 
endeavoured to r6ach their bivouacs. Innumera- 
ble carcases of dead and dying horses on all 
sides ; the inortaUty among these animals was very 
great. 

The 15th of October was passed in compara- 
tive tranquillity, all the columns of the Allies had 
not arrived, their arrangements for the attack 
were not completed. About eight in the even- 
ing three rockets, carrying after them a long 
trail of fire, of splendid whiteness, arose to an 
amazing height, in a southerly direction ; shortly 
after, four, of a red colour, appeared in the 
northern horizon, towards Halle. These were, 
doubtless, concerted signals from the approaching 
armies. 

On the 16th the day approached, veiled in 
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fogs and mists, accompanied by sleet and cold. 
The main body of the Crown Prince of Sweden's 
army had not yet come up ; still the Allies de- 
termined to commence the attack, and the first 
glimpse of light was the signal for the march of 
their columns, which advanced in the following 
order : — General Blucher, from the north-west, on 
Grohlis and Wetteritz ; Genei-al Klenau on the ex- 
treme right of the Austrians and Russians, by 
the Grimma road; General Kleist on Liebert- 
wolkwitz; General Wittgenstein on Wachau; 
General, the Prince of Hesse Hombourg, on his 
left; General Count Mehrfeldt between the Elster 
and Pleiss on Connewitz; and General Count 
Giulayin the rear of the enemy's position before 
"Leipsic, from Lutzeh, on Liridenau. To General 
Blucber the French opposed the division yinder 
the Duke of Ragusa, Count Lauriston defended 
Liebertwolkwitz, the Duke of Belluno Wachau, 
and Prince Poniatowski the village of Doelitz, on 
the extreme right. General Bertrand was op* 
posed to Count Giulay. 

These dispositions will be at once compre- 
])ended, on si^ht of a detailed plan of the country 
round Leipsic. About six in the morning the 
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battle began by the attack of the village of Lie- 
bertwolkwitz by the Austrians ; aboat ten o'clock 
the cannonade became general along the whole 
line on the eastward of Leipsic, and diapelled the 
mists of the morning. The roar of the cannoa 
was awful beyond conception; the fire of single 
guns could no longer be distinguished, absolute 
platoons of artillery appeared continually to be 
discharged ; the cannonade reseml>led the fitful 
bellowing and convulsions of Vesuvius, the 
whole line belched fire through dense and rolling 
clouds of smoke; the ground shook, and the 
short intervals of this " earthly thunder" were 
filled up by the incessant rattling and running fire 
of musketry on all sides. 

Sweeping charges of Russian and Austrian 
cavalry, and of that of the French under Murat, 
occasionally took place. 

Napoleon's system of fighting had occasioned 
a revolution in the art of war ; extended lines of 
infantry were no longer seen, the battles of this 
campaign were chiefly carried on by cannonade. 
His partiality for artillery seemed to be increased; 
with it he sought, indeed, to supply his defi- 
ciency in cavalry. The infismtry and cavalry. 
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on either side, were now drawn up in solid 
masses, artiDery was placed in the intervals, the 
light troops as tirailleurs occupied all the broken 
ground, villages, houses, or woods. 

The French at length succeeded in repulsing 
the assailants on their right. Count Mehrfeldt, 
and some Austrian prisoners^ were captured. Na? 
poleon sent orders that the victory of Wachau 
should be celebrated by the isound of all the bells, 
in Leipsic. 

The burgher and Saxon grenadier guards were 
drawn out on the public promenade before the 
city; a full band of music was playing by order 
of the French, and a regiment of their guard 
marched to this parade, now presenting a dis- 
gusting scene of filth, and expressed their ex- 
ultation by commanded cries of Vive PEmpereur. 
The wounded, however, who came in, , gave a 
very different account ; they answered, all inqui* 
ries by Les Cosaques ont eticore la mime position : 
The Cossacks retain the same position. The 
country people stated, that the Russian reserve, 
under Bennigsen, was advancing from Grimma, 
and the army of the Crown Prince was hourly ex- 
pected to come up. ^ 
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In the mean time General Count Giulity at* 
tempted to make himself master of the pass of 
lindenau; fresh troops, artillery, andabodyi of 
Polish cavalry, hastened through- the Raastadt 
gate to^the support of General Bertrasid'; Napo- 
leon, with the King of Naples, proceeded along 
the causeway as far as the Kuthurm (the cow 
toWer), to reconnoitre the state of tjie action. 
The allied infantry had penetrated into the vil- 
lage of Lindenau, the French obstinately de- 
fended themselves, a tremendous puqaingi fire 
from tiieir tirailleurs was kept ^p, riiells and can- 
non-balls fell in the village, and fired it in several 
plaices ; at length the Allies were reputeed, and 
the French retained this important pass, on the line 
of their retreat. The attack on liebertwolkwitz, 
tite point of contest on the right wing, was re- 
hev^ed, but the French eventually remained mas- 
teirs df the village *. They had, however, receded 

* The following passage of a letter from Count Schohfeld, a 
Sftxbn ndblemfffl, formerly ambassador to the Courts of Parts 
and Vienna, will give an excellent idea of the desolation and 
havoc in the villages, during the battle of Leipsic. We exitact it 
Horn the source before m^tition^d i-^ 

^* The ever-memorable and eventful battles, from the I6th to 
the 19th of October, began upon, and between my two estates of 
Stormthal and LiebertwoUcwitz. All that the o|)ptes8iTe vtAr 
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before Greneral Blucher on the aoortb; he had 
t»ken tfairty^. pieces of caxmon, an ^le, 2,000 
prisoners, and had driven his enemy from his 
advanced position, close upon the villages of 
Gohlis and Etutrit^ch. 

The church clocks struck six, the day closed, 
the cannonade simultaneously ceased, the distant 
patter of small arms occasionally continued, 

posts^ contributions, and quarterings, as well as the rapacity of 
the yet unvanquished French had spared, became, on these tre- 
mendous days, a. prey to the flames, or was plundered by those 
who called themselves allies of our King,^but whom the country 
itself acknowledged as such only through compulsion. Who- 
ever could save bis life, with the dothea upon his back, mi^t 
boast of his good fortune, for many who were obliged, with 
broken hearts, to leave their burning houses, lost their apparel 
also. Outoftheproduce of a tolerably plentiful karve^ not a 
grain is left for sowing; the little that was in the bams was con- 
sumed in bivouac, or, next morning, in spite of the tears and 
prayers of the owner, wantonly burned. Not a horse, not a 
cow, not a sheep, is now to be seen ; nay, Aevera^ upecies of ani- 
mals appear to be wholly exterminated in Saxony. I have, my- 
self, lost 2,000 Spanish sheep, Tyrolese and Swiss cattle, all my 
horses, waggons, and household utensUs. Th^ very floors of 
my rooms were torn up, my plate, linen, important papers and 
documents were carried away and destroyed. Not a looking^ 
glass, not a pane in the windows, not a chair is left The samf 
calamity befel my wretched tenants, over whose misfortimes I 
would willmgly forget my own. All is desolation and despair* 
aggravated by the certam prospect of epidemic diseases an4 
famine." 
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night drew her mantle over the field of carnage, 
and the bivouac fires and blazing villages again 
glittered round the circle. 

Miserable was the situation of the wounded, 
thousands of whom were now crawling into the 
city. The com magazine, capable of containing 
about 2,500, had been cleared out for their recep* 
tion. A ticket of admittance to this hospital was 
given to each wounded soldier at the city-gate. 
But it was soon filled to excess ; notwithstand- 
ing tickets were still issued, so that when the 
bleeding man arrived, after a painful struggle at 
the portal, he found himself excluded, and left to 
groan in anguish, without surgical assistance, or 
expire upon the flinty couch of the pavement. 
Happy was he who could obtain from the com- 
passion of some inhabitant a drop of water to 
quench his burning thirst, a crust of bread, or an 
apple, to sustain his fainting body. 

All the large buildings in the city were, the 
next day, selected and converted into hos- 
pitals. 

Sunday, the 17th of October, was now ex- 
pected to decide this '' dreadful lay." All was 
awful suspense. The advanced posts of the op- 
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ponents were within a musket-shot of each other. 
The order of battle was somewhat changed, the 
allied forces had disappeared on the north-west, 
and the two armies occupied parallel positions, 
the French resting their left wing upon Taucha, 
their centre on Stotteritz and Probstheyde, their 
right extended, as before, beyond Connewitz, 
to the wood of the Elster, which was occu- 
pied by their light troops. Some cavalry were 
posted in the meadows behind. Lindenau, but 
the renewal of a serious attack on that pass ap- 
peared to be renounced by the Allies. In the 
forenoon a cannonade was heard beyond Gohlis, 
but it was soon discontinued ; nothing was un- 
dertaken during the whole of that day; and men 
seemed, by agreement, to keep a sabbath, even 
in the work of hell, the mutual destruction of 
their species. The smoke from the smoulder- 
ing ruins of the villages, fired during the ac- 
tions of the preceding days, arose from va- 
rious quarters. Suddenly the church of Probs- 
theyde appeared in flames, and shortly fell in 
with a tremendous crash. This conflagration 
arose from the carelessness of the troops in 
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bivouac. The. discharge of three cannon by the 
Allies closed the day. 

As early as the dawn of the 18th, the battle 
recommenced by the attack of the French centre 
at Probstheyde : and by nine o'clock the can- 
nonade had become general along the whole line. 
Near Losnig, a village south of Gonnewitz, is a 
hollow, forming a defile, skirted on one side by a 
wood, on the other by the village ; on either hand 
of this defile the French artillery were posted 
in lines, each forming an angle with the road. 
The Austrian cannon, firom the neighbouring emi- 
nences, enfiladed this position, and occasioned 
terrible slaughter. The French artillerymen and 
horses here lay dead in rows, numbers were 
swept off by single shot. Still the French could 
not be driven from this position on their right 
wing, nor the tirailleurs from the woods which 
supported it. All the villages in this quarter, 
on the Borna read, as far as Markkleeberg, were 
in flames. 

In the mean time the French had experienced a 
considerable reverse on their left wing at, Taucha, 
which was chiefly composed of 8,000 Saxons, 



IN THE TEAR 1813. 383 

under General Regnier, who, about three o'clock 
in the afternoon, shouldered their atms, and 
marched over to the enemy. They were ob* 
served and pursued by the French cuirassiers, but 
they faced about, and, supported by their horde 
artillery, forced their enemy to retire. The Cos- 
sacks greeted their new allies with hurrahs. The 
Saxons requested to be led against their former 
associates, but they were prudently sent into the 
rear, and their artillery alone was suffered to take 
a share in the engagement. They had been fol- 
lowed ,by some French regiments, who mistook 
the object of the manoduvre ; these were made 
prisoners. 

I^ The circumstance above-mentioned produced 
undoubtedly an important effect on the issue of 
the engagement ; by it the progress of the jright 
wing of the Allies was materially facilitated. 

The attacks on the centre were continued with 
variable success; there, and indeed along the 
whole line, every village was defended with can- 
non. The Allies possessed themselves of Stotte- 
ritz, but the French gallantly maintained them- 
selves in Probstheyde till night-fall. 

At five o'clock. Napoleon brought up his artil- 
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lery of reserve; the cannonade was renewed with 
redoubled fury, every building in Leipsic seemed 
to totter with the shock; the JusUlade wisis more 
concentrated than ever, at the end of an hour 
the action ceased, and ten great conflagrations 
agam shed a red glare on the steeples of Leipsic. 

During the night the French army withdrew 
from their advanced position, to the villages m the 
immediate vicinity of the city. 

The plain of Leipsic, by three general battles, 
had now been drenched in human gore, her fields 
were strewed with dead and dying, her , neigh- 
bouring villages in flames ; yet, to the mere spec- 
tator, the fate of nations still appeared to tremble, 
in the balance. 

The firmness, perseverance, and imposing num- 
bers of the allied armies, the excellent combina- 
tion of their plan, left, however. Napoleon no 
alternative but retreat. 

The FVench bulletins ascribe the failure of am- 
munition as one motive for this decision, and Baron 
Od^leben seems to corroborate the statement. 
Napoleon's resolution to retire was, in fact, like 
that of a lion, galled by the darts of pumerous 
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hunters. The retreat of Leip^ic bore no resem- 
blance to Hiemuve quipcut rout of Waterloo. 

Let us now return, for a moment, to Napoleon's 
quarters at Reudnitz ; our informant thus conti- 
nues his narration : 

" Very early indeed on the morning of the 16th, 
I remarked preparations for the final departure of 
the Emperor. The maitre d'hptel desired a bill of the 
provisions furnished him. I had already made one 
out, but that would not do. It was necessary that 
the articles should be arranged under particular 
heads, and a distinct account of each given in. I 
ran short of time, patience, and paper. All excuses 
were imayailing, and there was no time to be lost ; 
I readily perceived that all the elegance required in 
a merchant'scounting-house would not be expected 
here, and accordingly dispensed with many little 
formalities. I wrote upon the first paper that 
came to hand, and my bills were the most miser- 
able scraps that ever Vere seen. The amount was 
immediately paid. Finding that the niaitre d'kAtd 
had not the least notion that it would be reason- ^ 
able to make some remuneration to the servants, 
who had been so assiduous in their attendance, I 
was uncivil enough to remind him of it. He thea 
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desired me^to give him a receipt for 200 francs^ 
which I immediately divMcId amDUg the domes- 
tics» though he remarked that thought to give each 
but three or four at most. I also made oat a dis- 
tinct account for the forage^ but this was not paid. 
In the aftemocm of the 17tfa, Marshal Ney sud- 
denly appeared at the door, with a numerous 
retinue, and/wilJiout ceremony, took up his quar- 
ters in Uie house. I saw nothing of the Emperor 
all that day, nor did any circumstance worthy of 
notice occur. On the 18th, at three in the morn- 
ing. Napoleon came, quite unexpectedly, in a car- 
riage. He went immediately to Marshal Ney, 
with whom he remained in conversation about an 
hour. He then hastened away again, and was 
soon followed by the Marshal, whose servants 
staid behind. His post must have been a very 
warm one, for before noon he sent for two fresh 
horses, and a third was fetched in the afternoon. 
The cannonade grew more violent, and gradually 
iipproacfaed nearer ; I became more and more 
convinced that the pompous storyof :the victory 
the' day before was a mere gasconade. So early 
as twelve o'clock, things seemed to be takings a 
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very disastrous turn for the breach. About this 
time they began to fall back very fast upon the city. 
Shouts of Vke VErmptreurl suddenly resounded 
from thousands of voices, and at this cry I saw 
the weary soldiers turn about and advance. Ap- 
pearances nevertheless became still more alarm- 
ing. The balls from the cannon of the Allies 
already feU very near us. One of them, indeed, 
was rude enough to kill a cow scarcely five paces 
from me, and to wound a Pole.'' 

'' The concourse kept increasing ; the wounded 
arrived in troops. Towards evening every thing 
attested that the French were closely pressed. 
A servant came at full gallop, to inform us that 
Marshal Ney might shortly be expected, and that 
he was wounded. The whole house was instantly 
in an uproar. Mon Dim, mon Dim ! cried one to 
another ; h Prince est blessi — quel malhmr ! Soon 
after the Marshal himself arrived ; he was on foot, 
and supported by an aide-dercamp. Vinegar was 
hastily called for. The Marshal had been wounded 
in the arm by a cannon-ball, and the pain was so 
acute, that he could not bear the motion of riding. 

"The houses in the village were evely where 
plundered, and the inhabitants kept coming in to 
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solicit asjBistaiiee. I reprefiented their disti'ess to 
an aide-i$-eamp, who only shrugged up his should 
4era» and gave the miserable cens^afion, that it 
was now impossible for him to put a stop to Ike evil. 
^ At length, early on the 19th, we appewed like- 
ly to get rid in good earnest of our tormentors. AU 
the French hurried in disorder to the city, and our 
sauve-garde also made preparations to depart 
Already did I again behold, in imagination^ the 
pikes of the Cossacks. AU the subsequent events 
followed in rapid succession. My gsm d^atmes 
were scarcely gone, when a very brisk fire of 
sharp-shooters commenced m our neighbourhood. 
In a few oaoments the Pomeranian isJauntry powed 
from behind, through the garden into the bouse. 
They immediately proceeded^ without stopping, 
into the city. . It was only for « few nwutes that 
I could observe with a gi^m the codftused retreat 
of the French. Joy at the kmg wished-for arrival 
of our countrymen and defiverers, soon cajtod Ae 
away. The galling yoke was now shidcea! oflF, 
probacy fiar ever. I bade a hearty v^elowne to 
the buave soldiers, and^ as I saw several witauided 
Im>i^bt in, I hastened to aflbrd tbem atf • the 
assistance in my power/' 
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We will resume our narrative. About mid* 
mgkt tlie bustle of the retreat began. The rear^ 
guard, under Prince Poniatowski and the Duke 
of Taareoitam, occupied the houises in the avenues 
of the suburbs, the gates, and every defensible 
poditKm. 

At si^ in the morning a proposal, in the name 
of the King of Saxony, was sent jto the Allies, 
by which it was offered, to deliver up ^ city to 
them, on their allowing the French to evacuate 
it> with their artillery and baggage, and to reach 
a stated point. Tbi& was peremptorily rejected 
by the Emperor Alexander, with the assuraitcey 
however^ that the city should be spared as much 
as the circumstances of its defence might allow. 

The <5oiumtt» began on all sides to atdvance to 

tibe aisMidt, under the £re of Oannott aiftd moftars^ 

the balls and shells from tke northern and eastern 

sidM reitdhed ike inner town^ battered ifi roofe, 

set buSding* oa fire^ toppled down hotises ott 

the httad^ of their inhabita»tft, slew, or wounded^ 

many of ihe atffHghted citizens, running up and 

down in <fisiuiy for sMter. All the wild horrent 

of a eaptoei by storm seemed now to impend 

over the cky, atnd she appeared ^out to expe- 

zs 
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rience the fate of another Troy. But the ge^ 
nerosity of the Allies preserved her from de^ 
struction. 

The chaos of the retreat through the Ranstadt 
gate and the defile of Lindenau now b^;an, in 
the midst of which the Emperor himself, accom- 
panied by the Eang.of Naples, appeared on horse- 
back, with a few attendants. 

About half past one o'clock, a corps of Prus- 
sians, belonging to the Crown Prince, stormed 
the city on the north-eastern side, and were first 
in the great square ; it was soon carried in other 
quarters by the different divisions. The musket 
balls were whizzing through the streets in all di- 
rections, the storming parties were seen pursuing 
the French through the streets at the point of the 
bayonet, and rushing through the city to &il upon 
the rear of the retreating army. The Ranstadt 
causeway passes over the river upoii the Miifal-. 
graben (the null dam). Here the storming co- 
lumns had pressed upon the retreating foe ; thou- 
sands of men and horses had been driv^i into 
the stream, their carcases protruded in heapr . 
above the water. The-^eautiful pubUc gardens, 
Richter's, Grosboch's, Lohr's, in the tie^boar- 
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hood of the city exhibited scenes of peculiar 
devastation. In that of Ldhr, on the northern 
side, towards Gohlis, the French artillery had 
been stationed ; the trees were shattered by can- 
non-shot, the walks strewed with the dead ; the 
groans of the wounded and dying resounded from 
the shady recesses. The whole area of the field 
of battle was strewed, says the eye-witness we 
have before quoted, ** with relics of torches, lit- 
tered and trampled straw, bones and flesh of 
slaughtered animals, fragments. of plates, .a thou- 
sand articles of leather, scattered cartouch boxes, 
old rags, clothes thrown away, alllcinds of har- 
ness, broken muskets, shattered waggons and 
earts, weapons of all «orts, thousands of dead 
and dying, horribly mangled bodies of men and 
horses ; and all these intermingled.^' 

The rear-guard of tiie Frendi having, by an 
obstinate defence, kept the Allies lor some time 
in check, was, as we have said,pressing through 
the Ranstadt gate, towards lindenau ; their com- 
pacted and confused masses afforded a certain 
mark for every shot from their advancing foe. 
On a sudden they found themselves assailed by 
a fire from the jwnparts of the city, which the 
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Saxons had eooiinenc^Kl upon them. They rashed 
on with increaied cOnfUsion for the bridge of Lin- 
denau, under which fougade$ had been {daced for 
the purpose of blowing it up. The firing from the 
ramparts of the city confounded the party in charge 
of the bridge, the corporal commanding set firie 
to the combustibles, the bridge exploded, a shriek 
(tf dismay spread through the troops in the rear. 
They rushed into the river, were killed, orjuir- 
rendered ; thus the whole of die r^ur-guard, its 
artiUery and baggage, fell into the power of the 
Alltes. The gpallant Poniatowski plunged^ with 
his horse, mto the Bister, and disappeared. The 
story which prevailed at the time, that tiie French 
rear was purposely cut off, is not only absurd> 
but entirely unsupported by eyidence. 

The booty capt^red by the Allies was exoaed- 
ingly great, waggon-loads of military stcnres of 
rice and other provisions, for the army; 300 
pieces of cannop, many of which had been 
turned ; and between 30 and 40,000 primnets. 

Alexander, Frederick William, and Ottrlea 
John met together in tbe great square of the mtjr ; 
about thrai S4[ipeared die heroes Bhichar^ PlateC 
Schwartsenberg, Bulow, Barclay de.ToUy^ #c. 
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Shortly after the Emperor of Austria arrived* 
The whole were greeted by the most rapturous 
acdamations of the multitude; white handker- 
ehiefe waved from every window; loud huzzas 
rent the skies. The Cossacks, Prussian, Swedish, 
Russian, and Saxon cavalry were seen mingled 
together. The nionarchs alighted at the door of 
the King of Saxony's residence. General Ber- 
trand, commandant of the city, whose conduct 
and character had obtained universal approbation, 
was seen advancing across the squarie, at the head 
of the French officers and commissaries, to deliver 
up his sword to the victorious sovereigns. 

The Saxon grenadier guard, mounted in front of 
their monarch's residence, laid down their arms, 
and were replaced by a detachment of the. Russian 
grenadiers. No personal meeting took place 
between the King of Saxony and the Allied sove- 
reigns ; the former was speedily sent off under a 
strong escort of Gossacks to Berlin. 

But a small portion of the allied army continued 
the pursuit of the French; the greater part were 
seen reposing in innumerable files round the city^ 
Thousands^ without the means of appeasing their 
hunger and thirst, after labours so severe. The 
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grand work of emancipation from the Gallic yoke 
wa3 accompliflhed, but the misery of Leipsic could 
not be 80 speedily removed. Her Greets, covered 
with the dead and with the wounded, which her 
crowded edifices could not receive; her rivers 
choked with carcases ; her buildings demolished, 
or perforated by cannourshot The burial of the 
dead, the supply of the living, the care of the 
wounded, the re-edification of demolished dwell- 
ings, all imperatively called for prompt attention. 
Not even a sufficicQt quantity of lint could be 
procured for the supply of the hospitals, and 
every barber-surgeon's apprentice, however inex- 
perience4» was obliged to contribute his efforts to 
curing or killing the mutilated sufferers in the hos- 
pitals*. 

It would be departing from the purpose of this 
- chapter, minutely to follow Napoleon on his re- 
treat across the Saale to Wiessenfels, Erfurt, 
Grotha, Eisenach, Fulda, Hanau, Frankfort, and 

• Fifty-six edifices were after the battle devoted to the pur- 
pose of hospitals; the sick and wQunded they contained 
amounted to 36,000 ; frequently 5 or 600 died in a day, but the 
number was still kept up by the admission of those who had 
be€n left in theckcumjacent yillages. A nervous fever carried 
off about 180 of the citizens weekly. 
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Mayeoce. Baggage, sick, and voimded were 
abandoned ; burning towns and villages tracked, 
the progress X)f the disappointed and infuriated 
French. At Hanau the Bavarians, under Marshal 
Wrede, endeavoured to interrupt their retreat; 
the military genius of Napoleon, however, still 
survived, Wrede was worsted with considerable 
loss, and on the 31st of October the Emperor 
established his quarters at Mayence. 

Thus ended the Campaign in Saxony; such 
was the state of Leipsic, during those memorable 
days of October, and the termination of a gigan- 
tic engagement, which finds no parallel in modem 
times ; half amillion of combatants ranged in battle 
8^nst each other ; a thousand pieces of artillery, 
darting their murderous bolts through opposii^ 
ranks. Such the scenes of carnage and desola- 
tion with which the proud determination of one 
restless soldier; — 

. . i his m^conqaeraUe wil), 
And courage never to submit or yield, 

had deformed the smiling plains of Saxony *. 

* To ^e honour of our nation, it may here be recorded, that 
a most liberal subscription was entered into for the relief of the 
sufferers by the war in Germany. The sum collected was disr 
^ributed in just proportions to the inhabitants of the districtS| 
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An iMtarumeiit in the band of the Almighty, he 
was to owe lus fall to his '' vaulting ambition^ 
which o'er leapt itself ;^' his office fulfilled, he was 
to resign the infsdiibiiity of his fortune, the sceptre 
of his power ; his own dominions were to be ravaged 
by the warriors of the North, whom he had gone 
so far to seek; by soldiers from every nation of 
Europe. Finally, he was to be driven, a houseless 
exile, to expiate in captivity the miseries which 
the intoxication of his ambition had entailed upon 
tiiat world to which, if he had properly directed 
hjs talents^ he might have proved a blesring. His 
present treatment may aot be generous; it may 
exhibit a petty political apprehension, unworthy 
of a gneat nation, but the wonder-working band of 
lieav^ appears to exemplify its justice in the re- 
fenbution. 

One important wish will surely occupy every 
generous breast, that the blood so nobly shed on 
the plains ofXeipsic, the fields of Vittoria, and the 
heights of Mount St. Jean, may be the means of 

restoring real independence and rational liberty 

i..i ' \ i. ' .^ ' . ' . ' . ... w . > ' ' ' ' 

(QWDS^and villages tb^t bad suffered most; the particulars of the 
dis^bution, amount of the subscriptioas, ^c, ma^ be found in 
ib^ tentb editipn of the pamphlet pubUshe4 by Mr, A<^kf rmaiui, 
for the benefit of the charity. 
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to civilized nations ; that, after burthens, sacrifi- 
ces, efForts like those which have been enumerated^ 
they should not, in the end, find themselves con- 
strained to exclaim, with the oppressed beast of 
the Fabulist, 



I 



quid refert mek 



Cui serviam, clitellas dum portem meas. 
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NOTES. 



The French troops^ of the 1th corpa d'ann^e, &c. Page 5, 

The Author says, that the 7th corps, commanded by 
Regnier, was at Eilenburg on the 9th of October; but it 
was the 6th, commanded by Marshal the Duke of Ragusa, 
and which had manceuvred for fifteen days round Leipsic, 
in a circle of ten or twelve leagues. 

The ve^an regiments from Spain, &c. Pag^ 10. 

These old regiments from Spain might have suffered oa 
the 1 4th, but they suffered much less than is pretend-: 
ed by the historian of the Campaign. He should not, 
besides, have forgotten the action of the 10th, in theplama 
of Lutzen ; when these same regiments, commanded by 
Le Vicomte de Montelegier, now aide'dercamp tp the Duke 
of Berry, broke, and cut in pieces, the best squadrons of 
the enemy's cavalry, ibe number of which was infinitely 
superior to' that of the French. The dragoons of Latour^ 
and several others, must certainly have observed, thai the 
cavalry come from Spain was not annihilated. 

The corps of Marshal Nes/, Harmtmt, &c. Page 16^ 

The corps of Mavsbal MtnnoUt bad net" qidHfed 
the suburbs and environs of Leipaic' firom the. eveinBg;; Qf:> 
the 9th. When he veturaed firon Eflenbivg^ litf h^ 
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been placed on die left of the army, in order to obsenre 
the high road from Halle; the Hintorian b also mistaken 
with respect to the position of Marshal Augereau, who 
formed the extreme right ; but it would be too great a task to 
rectify all ISaron Odeleben's errors. 

Hie side of Mersebaurg. Page 17. 

It was certainly in that direction that the armies of 
Bemadotte and Blucher came up, and Buonaparte^ 
deceived by hb spies, was completely ignorant of the cir- 
cumstance. He caused a reconnoissance to be made on 
that pointy in the evening of the 1 5th of October. We have 
heard M. Viennet (who now devotes all his time to litersr 
ture) relates, that being at the advanced posts, he was 
charged with 'making diis reconnoissance. He had to en- 
gage the Prussian infiintry, and made his report accordingly. 
Napoleon, who ardently wished that no infantry might ad- 
vance in that direction, sent two formal contradictions to 
Captun Viennet, the first at midnight by an orderly officer ; 
tfie second at eight in the morning of the l6th, by a ge- 
neral, his nide^e'Camp^ who having satisfied himself by his 
own eyes of the presence of these masses, ran in all haste to 
confirm the report, and the result of the previous reconnois' 
sance. It was too late, these masses, 60,000 strong, and 
preceded by a hundred pieces of artillery, overwhelmed 
Marshal, the Duke of Ragusa, in less than five hours, who 
had hardly 16,000 to oppose to them. There perished the 
ilite of the marine artillery. 

This general caused the Swedish redoubt, &c. Page 90. 
The capture of this redoubt exhibits a reknarkable 
circumstance. A regiment of light infantry was in po- 
sitMNa baforeit. Buonaparte came up, exposed to the ter* 
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ribie fire, which proceeded from the redoubt. *^ What 
regiment is this t" said he to the officer who commanded it« 
'' The £2nd light in&ntry/' repUed die latter. '' That is 
impossible," returned Napoleon ; ^' they would not remain 
thus, with their arms folded, and suffer themselires to be 
mowed down by their enemy." The regiment was roused 
by these words, and the redodbt carried. Six thousand 
Austrians defended it. 

Lindenau, where General Bertrand was stationed. Page £7- 
General Bertrand, himself, commenced the attack on 
this point, in ord^r to clear the road to W^ssenfels, an 
operation which he effected in the action of the l6th. 
The enemy did not presume to appear again in that quarter 
during the three following days. 

There the grand and decisive engagement, &c. Page 88. 

What high desert! There were more than 400,000 
men against 120,000 French. The King of Sax<Hiy, who 
observed the movements of the two armies from the top 
of a tower, could not conceive how a handful of brave 
men, surromided under the walls of Leipsic, and forming 
the centre of a semi-circle, could so long resist four lines of 
artillery, infantry, and cavalry, which composed the cir- 
cumference. 

Part of the Saxon artillery and cavalry, &c. Page 32. 

Whatever the official bulletins may say, the whole of 
the Saxons went over to the enemy during the action 
of the 18th. General Regnier, who thought diat this 
corps was executing a movement in advance without orders, 
rushed to the head of the column, exclaiming—^' Where 
are you going ? What are you about ?" The most disaial 
silence prevailed in the ranks. The officers and soldiers 
VOL. II. 2 A 



354 NOTES BY THE 

held down iheir heads. The Saxon general alone preserved 
the boldness of open perfidy. At last^ some young officers 
begged General Regnier to retire, saying, ** Do not add to 
our infamy, that of carrying you off with us to the enemy.'' 
Regnier withdrew, and some minutes after the corps of 
Saxons faced about, and signalized their defection by a 
tremendous dischaige of artillery. On the 20th of October, 
those officers who were members of the Legion of Ho- 
nour, hid the decoration under their clothe9, to conceal 
it from fine eyes of their superiors, who had forbidden them 
to wear it, biit shewed it with pride to the French prisoners, 
whom they met in the streets of Leipsic. 

The bridge of Idndenau, &c . Page 45* 

The blowing up of the bridge was occasioned by 
some musket-shots, fired from the ramparts of Leipuc 
by the Saxon battalion, which Napoleon had left in the 
Bquare, telluig them to defend the King from the first fury 
of the enemy. He had quitted him, pressing his hand, and 
saying, '' Adieu, we shall meet again.'' The seijeant of 
engineers, remarking the fusillade, believed the city was 
taken, and blew up the bridge. , More than 14,000 men 
were captured through this accident, among whom must be 
reckoned the entire corps of Prince Poniatowski ; the loss 
would have been the same, even had &e bridge been pre- 
served. It was no longer possible to defend the gardens. The 
enemy was penetrating on all sides. An officer had spread 
the alarm on the boulevards of Leipsic, which were choked 
up with carriages, cannon, waggons, and regiments which 
were filing through the intervals. This officer called out that 
the draught horses must be ham-strung. It is inconceivable 
how two or three French divisions could so long defend the 
suburbs, against such a number of enemies and cannon. 
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Generals Regnier and Lauriston were taken on the bank of 
the river. Macdonald had passed it on horseback^ but^ as the 
Elster is enclosed in that part between steep banks, it is 
affirmed that he was only enabled to reach the opposite 
shore, by abandoning his horse, and clinging to the branches 
of a tree. Poniatowski had also plunged his horse into the 
river; the animal, rather fiery, was scared by the fall ; he 
endeavoured to reach the ground with his hinder legs ; the 
Polish marshal pulled the rein, and the horse falling over 
upon him, he was borne down by the current and drowned. 
His funeral obsequies (performed on the 19th of November, 
in the church of the Holy Cross, at Warsaw,^ were those of 
a hero. Victors and vanquished, all the nations of Europe, 
assisted at them, and forgot their enmity to mourn over the 
grave of Poniatowsky. Napoleon escaped through a garden 
gate. If chaope had not afforded him that outlet, he would 
certainly have been taken. The two gates of Halle and 
Weissenfels were choked up, and the fire of small arms had 
already reached them. 

The spoilers of Saxony had excited the hatred^ &c. Page 54. 

There was so little animosity against the Frrach, 
that the prisoners remaining at Leipsic were as well 
treated as the victors. The devastation of which Baron 
Odeleben speaks, was the work of Europe at large, and 
the Saxons themselves pillaged their countrymen, when 
they had an opportunity. The fault certainly rests with the 
author of this war ; and the newly adopted practice of mak- 
ing war without magazines, will in future occasion the same 
disorder and devastation, until that moment when nations 
shall learn how to defend their own territories, and exclude 
a foreign foe. 

9 A 2 
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This pretended retreat, iu. Page 19S. 
The plan of the Allies was certainly to fatigue us by 
painful marches and counter->marcfaes ; but as their vic- 
tories could not but accelerate the destruction of our 
divisions, by throwing them upon one another, and forcing 
them to concentrate upon an isolated point, it is undoubtedly 
true that every time the enemy's corps retreated, they were 
constrained to do so by the courage of our troops. Blucher 
and the other hostile leaders would not voluntarily ha^e re- 
tarded the result of their manoeuvres, andthe success of their 
combinations. It is to sport with our readers to attribute 
all their retreats to the will alone of the enemy's generals who 
performed them ; the fact is, they were absolutely and 
soundly beaten. A false manoeuvre of Yandamme preserved 
Bohemia, oq the frontiers of which we had arrived. An 
extraordinary increase of the waters of, the Bober, deprived 
Macdonald and Lauriston of the fruit of their victories in 
Silesia, and the whole army of that of die glorious battle of 
Dresden. 



The whole of these Notes have beat furnished by the 
same French officer who contributed those contained in the 
first volume, relating to the detail of the militaiy events. 
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No. I. 



We^ Frederick Augustus^ by the Grace of God^ King of 
Saxony, i^c. 

WE find ourselves, by existing circumstances, under the 
necessity bf quitting our capital, and of retiring to another 
part of bur kingdom, where we think of remaining as long 
as circumstances may require, and admit. The political 
system to which we have for the last six years attach- 
ed ourselves, is that to which the state has been solely in* 
debted for its preservation in the most threatening dangers 
in the course of that period. True to our treaties of alli- 
ance, we still look forward with confidence to the happy 
result which^ even if our wishes for the restoration of peace 
should remain unfulfilled for the present, we may promise 
ourself from the powerful assistance of our great ally, the 
active support of the confederated powers, and the tried 
valoUr of our troops, who have tovered themselves with 
glory in fighting for their country's cause. 

Our beloved subjects will, by their loyalty^ constancy, 
and quiet conduct, in the surest manner promote the attain- 
ment of the end which we have so much at heart ; namely, 
to avoid ahd lighten as much as possible, the'fevils of war, 
and thereby hasten the period of our re-union with them. 
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During the whole course of our forty-five years of govern- 
ment, and under all changes of circumstances^ we have made 
the welfare and happiness of our subjects the sole objects 
of our endeavours ; and have found the highest reward for 
all our cares^ in the eyer-equal confidence and immoveable 
attachment of our people. We make ourselves assured of 
receiving still continued proofs of these sentiments, which 
are most conspicuously shewn in times of trouble ; and we 
thus hope, with the assistance of God, soon to return to 
our beloved subjects, and again to employ ourself for their 
durable welfare to the best of our ability. 

All the officers of the kingdom are to remain in their 
usual occupations during our absence. The care of the 
country's welfare in all occurrences and situations, which 
may be produced by the state of war, we have cons^ned to 
an Immediate Commission established here, to which all. 
magistrates and subjects of our kingdom have to apply, 
under the circumstances before mentioned, and to follow its 
directions in all cases. 

We again exhort our faithful subjects to support the, 
ancient renown of the Saxon people, by a peaceable and , 
orderly conduct, consistent with the unalterable sentiments 
and intentions which have always inflii^enced us for the true . 
prosperity of our native country. . 

Done and given under our proper signature, and with 
the impression of our Royal Seal, at Dresden, the 
SI3d of February, 18 IS. 

(L. S.) FREDERICK Augustus. 

ProchmaHon of the Immediate Commission. 

His Majesty on leaving Dresden, exhorted his fiiithful 
subjects to maintain the Saxon honour by a consistency of 
conduct, and by preserving peace and tranquillity. Not- 



EVENTS AT DRESDEN. B6B 

withstanding some inhabitants of this city have committed 
excesses that oblige us to remind them of die dispensa- 
tions of the law, and chiefly of the lOth, llth, l£th^ and 
ISth ordinance against commotions, and for preserving of the 
public peace and good order, which ought to be held sacred 
by every good citizen who is attached to his king. The 
temporary government wishes the inhabitants to recollect 
that the dispositions relative to the bridge, and others which 
are designed to protect the city from an attack on the part 
of the enemy, will only be enforced in case of great emer- 
gency ; and that all disturbance on account of those dispo- 
sitions, will not only subject its authors to punishment, but 
will also be productive of consequences most fatal to public 
tranquillity. 

The Royal Immediate Commission for Saxony. 

Estract from the Ordinance of the 18M of January, 1791| 
against Commotions. 

10. ^' In case of commotion, no one shall personally quit, 
or allow his domestics to quit, his house, in order to join the 
crowd. Those who, induced by chance or curiosity, shall 
find themselves amidst the crowd, must immediately hasten 
home ; and in case of disobedience to these directions, they 
will be punished as disturbers of the public peace. 

11.^' Those who persuade other persons to join assemblies, 
induce them to oppose or resist the government, or exact any 
thing by force, wfll be considered and treated as instigators 
of tumult ; as also, those who, ih similar cases give advice 
to assemblies, call them together, or march at their head ; 
those who publish seditious writings— who, in an assembly 
already formed, excite die people to acts of unlawful vio- 
lence, or constrain peaceaUe citizens to take a part in dis- 
orders, by. violence and threats. 
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Id* '* The iotftigatorsi or the heads of a commotion^ when 
such has really broken out, will receive sentence of deca][>i* 
tatioo; and if circumstances are proved against them in 
aggravation of their crime, they M'ill incur the torture of the 
wheel* 

\3. *^ When a designed commotion shall not have broken 
out, and circumstances of extenuation attach to the case, 
the ring-leaders will be condemned according to circum- 
stances, to hard labour for ten years, or for life/* 



No. 11. 

Dresden, March 11, 1813. 

Proclafnation of the Municipal Council. 

We have heard with the deepest regret, that in the after- 
noon and evening of yesterday, a great number of the inha- 
bitants of this city abandoning themselves to the anxieties 
which the military kneasures taken with respect to the bridge 
occasion, have engaged in discourses^ and even outrages> in 
vi<4ation ctf good order ; abd which may become latal to the 
whole of the mhabitants of Dresden. We are persuaded that 
the sensible part of the public will unite with us in cen^tiring 
such conduct. In the mean time, we exhort all the inha- 
bitants to beware of augmenting our common ^oes in these 
disastrous moments, by giving way to their fears ; and to 
await with that courage and tranquillity which does honour 
to the good citizen, the decrees of Providence^ which th^ 
wills of men cannot arrest. Let every enlightened man-— 
every father of a family, make it his duty to inspire his 
children and fellow-citisens with these sentiments.— *l%ose 
who, considering as immaterial the dangers to which they 
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are exposing us, continue to disturb public tranquillity by 
harangues and outrs^es, will incur all the rigour of the law. 
Be assured, fellow-citieens, that we have done all which 
prudence can dictate* and that we will continue to exert 
our utmost efforts to avert from this city the calamities 
which may threaten it; or at least, to alleviate their 
rigour* 

The Municipal Council of Drbsden. 
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Report of an Eye-witness of the Events which occurred ut ] 
Meissen. 

On the Srd of March, General de Rechberg arrived here 
from Koenigsbriick, with nearly 1,400 Bavarians. The 
soldiers were quartered in the town and the environs. 

On the 9th the General received an order from the 
French commandant of Dresden to bum the bridge on the 
approach of the Russisms. 

On the 10th and 11th, nearly 40 faggots of wood, with 
trusses of straw, pitch, and other combustibles were placed 
on the bridge. The Municipal Council having remonstrated, 
the General promised that only the small wooden arch 
should be burned. The roof and the lateral partitions con- 
structed of planks were consequently demolished; every 
necessary measure was taken to prevent the fire from spread- 
ing to the neighbouring houses. 

On the 1 2th at noon the Prince of Eckmiihl arrived at 
this town, and after he had inspected the bridge, gave orders 
^at it should be entirely consumed : a great quantity of 
fresh combustibles was immediately carried thither. It 
was presumed that the decisive moment was not vety cKs^ 
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taut, although nothing had been dechred to that effect. At 
9 o'clock in the evening, the advanced posts on the right 
bank were withdrawn. A detachment of twenty-eight Ba- 
varians, under the command of a sergeant-major, was ordered 
to set fire to the bridge. At half-past ten the great arch 
was in flames : shortly after the smaller one was fired. A 
spectacle was presented at once awful and magnificent ! 
The inhabitants, dumb with grief, contemplated it with tears 
in their eyes, their mournful silence was only disturbed by the 
crackliog of the flames, or the noise of a flaming beam or of 
a red-hot anchor falling from time to time into the river. The 
great arch, the flames of which illumined the ancient cathe- 
dral, the river and the hills on its banks, burnt nearly for 
three quarters of an hour, and then was precipitated with a 
thundering crash into the Elbe, foaming with its fall. A 
short time after the small arch also sunk, and the two masses 
were slowly floated down the tide. 

On the 13th in the morning, the Prince of Eckmiihl en- 
tered Dresden with his corps and a division of Bavarians. 
Towards noon all the Bavarians began their march for 
Riesa and Strehla, (below Meissen,) in order to protect the 
line of the Elbe. Nearly £00 French with four pieces of 
artillery under the command of the chef de bataillon Loh- 
hausen remained behmd. A sentinel was placed on the 
wreck of the bridge, and two pieces of artillery on either 
side. Towards the evening some Cossacks were seen in 
front of the town. The following proclamation appeared 
the next day, which, as may be perceived by the style, was 
dictated to the municipality, or perhaps, only published in 
its name. 

PROCLAMATION. 

Meissmj March 14, 1819. 

The burning of the bridge has diffused alarm among the 

inhabitants who appear to fear other evils of a similar de- 



EVENTS AT DRESDEN. 367 

% 

scription. The Colonel, at present commanding in diis 
city, and with whose ^concurrence we make this proclama- 
tion, has declared that the inhabitants may banish all appre- 
hension ; no idea has ever been entertained of burning the 
hay and straw which are in this town, especially as the store 
of these is but very inconsiderable ; and that he remiuos 
himself in the town only to ensure our safety. Citizens, take 
courage, do not fear greater calamities, let hope inspire your 
bosoms, continue to preserve order and tranquillity among 
yourselves. Excesses will draw down severe punishment on 
those who are guilty of them. Shew yourselves obedieirt 
to all that is necessarily required of you under present cir- 
cumstances ; your magistrates foil not to watch over your 

interests. 

The MuNiGiPALitY and the Council* 

The superior Commandant of the City of Meissen, 

De Lohhausen. 

On the l6th, 17th, and 18th all the mills constructed on 
boats were brought over to the left bank, and all the ferry 
boats, even those which had been sunk, destroyed. On the 
19th the Prince of Eckmiihl with his corps returned to 
Dresden, and occupied the left bank of the Elbe. He 
caused the entrance of the bridge to be fortified. On the 
morrow he again began his march, and descended along the 
Elbe. On the 21 st the French, who had been left in the 
city, quitted it also, and were replaced by the Bavarians. 
Some cannon were fired, but without effect, from the ad- 
jacent heights, au well as from the bridge, upon the Cos- 
sacks who appeared on the opposite bank. On the 23rd 
the Saxons, under the command of General Lecocq, who 
had left the French, passed through the city on their way 
to Torgau. The Bavarians then quitted Meissen for Dres- 
den, and were replaced by a battalion of the regiment of 
Prince Clement's infontry. Two days after this battalion 
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ieft Mdfsen, and fifty Saxoo hussars arrived there. On 
the £6th, at six o'clock in the mombg, after the Cossacks 
had passed the Elbe at Nieschietz, a league below Meissen, 
they set fire to the alarm colours* which had been planted on 
the heights near the city, and the hussars began their march 
^m the Nossen road. At eight o'clock in the morning some 
Bavarian troops arrived from Dresden, where a strong picket 
was detached, which went to Zehren, a league and a half 
below Meissen, with two pieces of artillery; they planted 
these to command the bridge of a small river which inter- 
sects the road near Zehren, and the infantry fired upon some 
Cossacks who were wheeling about in the neighbourhood. 
At eight o'clock in the evening, General de Rechherg ar- 
rived from Dresden at Meissen with the Bavarian infantry 
hussars, and Saxon dragoons. The picket at Zehren was 
withdrawn, and on the morning of the £7th, all the troops 
began their march upon the Nossen road. In the afternoon 
the first Russians appeared on the left bank upon the height 
called Plossenf; they consisted of about eighty Uhlans, 
some of whom advanced as far as the suburbs. Two Lours 
later some hundreds of Cossacks passed the l^lbe swimming, 
and established themselves in the city and the suburbs, 

On the 28th a greater number of Cossacks arrived, under 
the command of Prince MatadofF; they had passed the 
Elbe at Werschwitz, the following day they continued their 
march, 

^ On the 30th and 3 1st, numerous Russian cavalry arrived 
and two batteries of light-pieces, which again began their 
march on th^ 2nd pf April; a short time before forty Prussian 

♦ Alarm colours are placed as signals iu elevated situations, 
having combustibles attached to their staves, which are fired as 
occasion may require. — Editor. 

t The road to Wilsdruf and Nossen passes over this height, 
which commands the city. 
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pioneers had arrived at Dresdeo^in order to construct a bridge 
ofcaftSybut as wood was deficient, they established a bridge 
of boats which was completed on the 6th. The workmen 
then repaired to Muhlberg, to construct a similar bridge at 
that place. 



No. IV. 

PROCLAMATION. 

Dresden f March ISlh, 1813. 

All communication with the right bank is broken off until 
fresh orders. The inhabitants are expressly forbidden to pro- 
ceed ^8 far as the advanced posts ; those, who shall violate 
this order, shall be treated as enemies. Persons on business 
are alone allowed to go to the suburbs. At the first gun 
which shall be fired on the right bank, all the inhabitants are 
to retire to their houses. 



No. V. 

Dresden, March igth, 1813. 

By order of the Prince of Eckmuhl, t)ie inhabitants are 
cautioned, that in the morning, when they shall hear three 
cannon fired, they must retire to their houses, which they 
shall not quit until three hours have elapsed. 

The Municipal Council of Drbsbbn. 
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No. VI. 

Dre9d€n, March 2^d, IB\3. 

By the express order of the General of Division, Durutte, 
Commander in Chief pro tempore of this city and its sob« 
urbs, the inhabitants of the town as well as of the suburbs 
are warned, that in case the enemy should approach and en- 
deavour to molest the posts on this side of the £lbe, all the 
citizens are to keep themselves quiet, and to withdraw 
peaceably into their houses. Those who ramble about the 
troops, upon whatever point they may be placed, will be 
regarded as spies ; if they assemble in groups and do not 
disperse at the first notice, the troops will fire upon them, 
conformably to the orders they have received. Every rea- 
sonable man will himself feel how indispensable these mea- 
sures have been rendered by the situation in which we are 
placed. The paternal solicitude that we entertain for the 
people committed to our care being greatly augmented by 
the c^xperience of the late events, we do not delay an in- 
stant to acquaint them with these measures, and we seriously 
exhort all persons to obey them. 

The householders will communicate, without delay, this 
notice to their lodgers. 

The Municipal Council of Dresden. 



No. VII. 

Dresden, March 22, 18 id. 

IT Thjs inhabitants of Dresden are apprised, that to-day at 
noon the Russian troops will occupy the new town ; and that 
in order to preserve both towns, no hostilities will be com- 
mitted either on the right or the left bank of the Elbe, within ' 
the circuit of a league, both above and below the capital. 
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In the mean time, according to this convention, which is 
to take place to-day at noon, all communication between 
the new and the old towns is expressly forbidden. Those 
who shall endettvour to pass the Elbe, in defiance of this 
order, shall be arrested immediately by the troops, and 
treated as spies. 

The Municipal Council of Dresden. 



No. VIII. 

Dresden, March 9i5, 1813. 

As from this evening hostilities may re-commence be- 
tween the troops in presence of each other, we exhort the 
inhabitants of the city, as well as of the suburbs, to retire to 
their dwellings on the first alarm ; in order that they may 
not obstruct the troops in their movements, or expose them- 
selves to the most unpleasant consequences, or even to 
death itself. We remind masters belonging to trades, of 
the order we gave them by word of mouth, ths^t they should 
confine to their houses the workmen and apprentices who 
are employed in their service. Masters, in case of disobe- 
dience, will become responsible, and be punished with three 
days' imprisonment. We recall also on this subject the tenor 
of several articles of the preceding proclamations. Landlords 
must shut the doors of their houses at half-past nine o'clock 
in the evening. Persons observed in the streets later, and 
who are not able to prove that indispensable business obliges 
them to leave their homes, will be arrested by the patroles ; 
and if circumstances shall require it, conducted to prison. 

The Municipal CouNc^U, of Drbsdbn. 



SBS 



872 APPENDIX. 



No. IX. 

7(» the ttthabitants of Saxcmy. 

<* Buntzlau, March 9,3rd. 1815, 

" Saxoks] — We Prussians enter your territory to oflfer 
you our fraternal hand. In the north of Europe the Lord 
of Hosts has held a dreadful Court of Justice^ and the 
Angel of Death has cut off 300^000 strangers, by the 
sword, famine, and cold, ffom that earth which they, in . 
the insolence of their prosperity, would have brought under 
the yoke. We march wherever the finger of the Lord 
directs us, to fight for the security of the autient thrones, 
and our national independence. With us comes a valiant 
people, who have boldly driven back foreign oppression; 
and in the high feeling of its victories, have promised liberty 
to the subjugated nations. We bring to you the morning 
purple of a new day. The time for shaking off a detestable 
yoke, which, during the last six years, dreadfully crushed us 
down, has at length arrived. A new war, unluckily com- 
menced, and still more unhappily concluded, forced upon us 
the peace of Tilsit ; but even of the most insignificant arti* 
cles of that treaty, not one has been kept with us. Every fol- 
lowing treaty increased the hard conditions of the preceding 
one. For this reason we have thrown off the shameful 
yoke, and advance to the heart-cheering combat for our 
liberty. 

** Saxons ! you are a noble, enlightened people ! You 
know, that without independence^ all the good things of 
this life are, to noble minds, of little value — that subjection 
is the greatest disgrace. Von neither can nor will bear 
slavery any longer — ^you will no longer permit a cunning 
and deceitful system of policy to carry its ambitious and 
depraved views into effect, to demand the blood of your 
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«ons, dry up the spring of jour commerce, depress your 
industry, destroy the liberty of your press, and turn your 
once happy country into the theatre of vfBX. Already has 
the Vandalism of your oppressive foreigners wantonly and 
unmercifully destroyed your most beautiful monument of 
architecture, the Bridge of Dresden. Rise ! — join us — 
raise die standard of insurrection against foreign oppressors, 
and be free ! 

** Your sovereign is in the power of foreigners, deprived 
of the liberty of determination, deploring the steps a trea- 
cherous policy has forced him to take^; we will nadier 
attribute these to him, nor cause you to suffer for them. 
We only take the provinces of your country under our care 
for your Lord, which fortune, the gnpcriority of our arms, 
and the valour of our troops, tnay pbce in our power. 
Supply the reasonable wants of our warriors, and in return, 
expect from os the strictest discipline. Application to 
me, the Prussian General, shall be open for all oppressed 
persons.— I will hear every complaint^ examine etery charge, 
and severely punish every violation of discipline. Every 
one, even tlie very meanest, may with confidence approach 
me. 1 wHl receive him with kindness. 

^ The friend of German independence will, by us, be 
considered as our brother; the weak*minded M^anderer 
we will lead with tenderness into the right road; but the 
dish'dnoiirable, despicable tool of foreign tyranny, I will 
pursue with the utmost rigour, as an enemy to our 'common 
country.'* 

(Signed) Blitciibr. 
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No. X. 

To the Troops under my Command. 

BuntzhUj March 25^ 1815. 

Peu^sians !-7-We paM the frontiers of our country to 
enter upon a foreign land — we come not as enemiea, but «« 
liberators. In fighting for our independence, we will not 
oppress njeighbours who speak th.e same language, who 
profess the same fajth 99 purselve^Trwhose .warrior^, pide 
by side with ours, have often be^n crowned wilh the laurel of 
yictory-T'who cherish equally with ourselves an insuperable 
)iatred against the oppressor. The policy of their sovereign, 
)e4 by the cunniog;;Df the Frencby is the sole qbstacle which 
prevents them from turning their arms against the satellites 
of a foreign despot. Soldiers! be merciful towards this 
people— regard the Saxons as friends pf the sacred cause 
for whi<;h we are about to combat-rconsideir them as future 
allies. Thp inhabitants of Saxony, on their part, will satisfy 
your wants by pursuing a regular ipoc|e of administration. 
Imitate die example of your companion? in arms belonging 
to the corps pf Yorck, who^ Hying for a considerable time 
n a foreign ^rritory, have added new honour tp the ProS- 
can name by their rigid discipline. ; 

I shall no longer regard that upworthy soldier as a Pros* 
fian, wl^o may dishonour the name of hif country by 
outrages. I will reward his crime by an ignopainious 
punishment. 

Soldiers ! you know that I haye always cherished for you 
the tenderness of a father, but you are not ignorant that I 
will never countenance excesses ; that, those who are guilty 
of them, will behold in me an inexorable judge. 

Si^d) ;pi.ucHE|i. 
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No. 3^1. 

t/eHer qf ^huher, Qenetal of Cavalry, Commander in Chief 
.of the Prussian Troops, to the Immediate Commisnonfor 
tfte jGover^tment ij(i Saxpny, 

pSxtract of a Journal, entitled Dresdner Anzeigen^ (the Dres- 
den Intelligencer^) April Ist, No. 74. 

Dresden New Town, March Slst, 1815. 

Th duty of a General obliges me to require those 
countries which arejnot our allies, and into which we are; 
conducted l>y the events of war, to administer to the necessi- 
ties of my soldiers. 

The sacrifices I demand from Saxony^ are much less u*k- 
some than those to which the Prussians, my countrymen, 
joyfully accede, notwithstanding all the losses they have 
experienced during seven jears of ipisfortune. Besides^ I 
have in no case stipulated that the supplies I require should 
be furnished gratuitously ; ^t is tp be hoped, on the cont^ury, 
that in a treaty of alliance which may be,,ereIong, concluded 
with the Saxons, our neighbours, the mode of indemni^ 
will be decided upon. 

I willingly concede the delay you require, with regard to the 
supplies wjiich are Qot at present absolutely necessary, and 
I shall await, on this point, the decision of my sovereign ; 
but to grant the least delay for diose articles which are t9 
supply the immediate urgent waqts of the soldiers, would be 
an unpardonable neglect of the sacred duties which my sta- 
tion requires me to fulfil towards the troops of the august 
Allies. 

I shall also, gentlemen, beg further to obsi^rve, that the 
acrimonious style which prevails iu your memorial of yester- 
day, would be sufficient to irritate any man, who had not . 
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the happiness of Germany, our common country, so much 
at heart as I have. 1 conclude by assuring you that I shall 
endeavour to alleviate, as much as possible, the burthens of 
war, sustained by your country, and that I wiB never suffer 
the authorities under my jurisdiction, to adopt the style of 
asperity which the Immediate Commission has suffered to 
appear in its communications. 



No. XII. 

To the Inhabitants of the Circle of Cotbus. 

Buntzlau, March 22d, 1813. 

•Inhabitants of the Circle of Cotbus ! a peace concluded 
in the days of misfortune^ has separated you from us. You 
are among the number of the most antient children of the 
Prussian monarchy : your fathers have fought like heroes 
under the banners of Frederick the Great: their t^lood has 
been spilt for the independence of Prussia i your attach- 
ment to the family of our kings, has given you the irrevoca- 
ble right of being called our fellow citizens ; we have never 
in our hearts ceased to be yours. 

In the name of our sovereign, I attest that you are again bis 
subjects ; the Prussian Eagle, under whose guardian wings 
you have long lived free and happy, from this day will be 
again displayed in your territory. 

Let those who have formerly borne arms under the Prus- 
sion banner, again range themselves under our standards ; 
let those who wish to bear them once more for the restora- 
tion of our independence, seize the musket and join our 
ranks. Let the man of rank give a noble example to him 
vvho possesses no title ; cast your eyes upon your fellow 
countrymen, whom seven years of misery had separated from 
you, behold the sublime enthusiasm which fires every breast. 
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the SODS of the most distingubhed and opulent citizens, re- 
nouncing the prerogatives and enjoyments of their birth, dis* 
dainmig their dearest ties, hasten to our standards without 
inquiring what will be their rank, desirous alone to be styled 
defenders of dieir country. You are not less noble than your 
brothers, from whom you have, for a short time, been sepa>>- 
rated by outrage seconded by fortune ; you will act as honour 
and duty shall dictate. Do not fail in your observance of the 
gorvemment placed over you. The Saxon government enter* 
tains paternal affection for its new subjects: obey it while it 
does not compromise the sacred cause of independence. 
Shew yourselves obedient to all that the royal commisrioner, 
whom I have sent to you in the name of the King, requires 

of you. 

(Signed) Blucher^ 



No. XIII. 

The Friends of Saxony to the Saxons. 

Jpril, 1813. 
Brothers, to whom we are united by the ties of blood, 
by the same language, by the same oppression, we approach 
you ; open your hearts to us as you have opened your gates ; 
the dreary night of ignominy has rendered us intimate friends; 
the bright dawn of a happier day will find us reunited. We 
are countrymen, we are brothers, in the heartfelt hope that 
you will not betray the sacred cause of our country, several 
among us boast of the glory of being related to you, of being 
bom in the midst of you, of being educated according to 
your customs. We shall march across your valleys as itbe^ 
comes brothers. To whom can the soil of our country, 
that paternal dwelling common to every German, be more 
sacred than to us, who have sworn to shed the last drop 
of our blood for its liberty ? 
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It is 'for the liberty of Gennaoy we will conquer, or die, 
if such be the decree of the Almighty. Shall the despotism 
ot a stranger still trample upon your sacred laws, upon the 
lEeaerable traditions of your ancestors J Shall foreign judges 
still usurp your tribunals i Shall a strange huguage replace 
dm tongue of your illustiious fathers in your cour^ i ahall 
your bams, your cellars, nourbh your merciless destroyers? 
Shall your wives, yOur daughters, your betrothed brides be 
still the prey of their lust ? Shall your sons continue to he 
immolated upon the altars of tyranny and ambition t Recall 
to your remembrance the high deeds of your ancestors, the 
^ars which Saxony waged against Cha^-lemagne, the hap- 
piness she eujoyed uuder the sceptre of th0 Othos. R^ 
member the heroes of your nation, the bravery of yoiijr 
Henrys, your Maurices, your Luthers. Ages have con« 
tracted the custom of transmitting to posterity the names 
of heroes that Saxony has brought forth. Your fathers 
Jusve paid their sacred debt to glory. Let not the memora? 
}Ae age in which we live, produce meu upworthy of her. 

9ehold your own condition, you are victims sacrificed to 
tfie unfeeling rage of an infuriated madman. Your conifort 
has vanished, your manufactories are annihilated, your com- 
merce is destroyed, your infants will be massacred by thou- 
sands, they will perish in the flames, or in the midst of frosty 
raging hunger will deyour their entrails, burning tl^irst will 
parch their lips, they will breathe their last sigh in the 
agony of despair. Of all your sons whom the tyrant has 
snatched from the bosom of their fathers, some few only 
will revisit their paternal roofs, and these but to bring intQ 
the fields of their country the germ of ^eath, the agonies 
and despair which contagion will spread through the fertile 
districts of your country. Is thb the only manner in which 
the barbarous despot will repay the blood of your youth ? 
Pan you expect moderation and unblemished faitli frpip tho;^ 
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who orerrrun a foreign country ; who tread the sacred 8oil of 
your country, not in friendship, but from the thirst of plun- 
der and debauchery ? What do they hold sacred ? Have they 
not proSuied churches and altars ? Are they not defiled by 
perjury and slaughter ? Have they not lately, merely for the 
savagje pleasure of destruction, destroyed the boasted monu- 
ment of your capital ? And will you remain in ignoble r»r 
pose ? Shall the crime go unpunished ; Vie ignominy unre- 
venged i No, brave Saxons, your infamy will not rest with- 
out vengeful retribution. Have you seen the Muscovite 
hurl the flaming brand into his own palaces i Do you be- 
hold the Prussians— your brothers-r-your natural allies f — ^alt 
fly to arms. Every man who is strong enough to carry a 
musket or a pike, seeks his place in the landwehr, or in the 
landsturm. All have sworn to live free, or to die. And will 
you hesitate? No! I see you arise and shake ofi^ your 
chain9. Behold our valiant legions ^ we have sworn in the 
temple of God to fight — to die for our liberty — for yoiw 
liberty. The benedictions of the holy church are with us; 
the vows and the prayers of every upright heart accompany 
us. Come to us, young warriors of enslaved Saxony ; to us, 
brave men of a martial nation. Let him who cannot fight 
in our ranks, aid the cause of Germany by contributinj^ 
according to his ability to the arming of the troops, by in- 
spiring patriotism with his discourses. Your brothers in 
Westphalia await you, the Russian and Prussian eagles 
combat with you. God is on pur side. 

!plver|r distinction of birth, of rank, of country, is banished 
^om our legions ; we are all the sons of freedom ; we dar ji 
hell and its allies ; we will vanquish them, should we drown 
them in our blood. We are not mercenaries } vengeance 
ha^ formed our ranks*, peace and happiness will disperse 
our cohorts. When the foe shall have expired in the dust ; 

** In allusion to the corps of Revenge, seethe Editor's notef^, 
p%ge 162 of this volume. 
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wktn 6pom iheUIls of the Rhioe, the flaines shall have shed 
their red glare over the plain ; when the German banner 
shall wave over the frontiers of France, vfe will suspend our 
swords on the antient oaks of our country restored to free* 
dom, and we will revisit our peaceful dwellings. 

Our work, if it please Heaven, shall soon be accomplished. 
On our side' wc! have God and a just cause* Our God is 
an impregnable fo^ess. Amen. 



No. XIV. 



Appeal to the Germans. 

Head^Quarters at Katisch, 

(13)25M March, 1813. 
While the victorious warriors of Russia, and of Prussia 
its ally, appear in arms in Germany, their majesties, the 
Emperor of Russia and King ot Prussia, announce the 
return of independence and liberty to the German princes 
and their people. These sovereigns have quitted their do- 
minions but to aid the nations to re-conquer those hereditary 
and unalienable rights of which they have been despoiled, 
to accord them their powerful protection, and to ensure a 
firm and durable pledge for the regeneration of a great and 
wtjkerMe empire. These motives alone, greatly superior to 
all personal ambition, (and for that reason, altogether \^orthy 
of their majesties), have obliged them to cause their armies to 
advance, and to direct their march in person. These armies, 
(commanded by the generals of the two sovereigns, under the 
eyes of the monarchs themselves), confiding in the Provi- 
dence of a just God, hope, for the sake of fiurope at large, 
to be able to achieve the object they have so happily 
'begun, by breaking the shameful yoke under which they 
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themselves were groaniiig. They are^ especially desirous of 
restoring for ever, liberty to Germany. Tbey advance full 
df ^e enthusiasm inspired by these high ideas. Their rally* 
ing cry is " Honour and Liberty !" Let every German who 
wishes to bear tbat name, henceforth with honour unite 
himself to us. Let every German, th^ prince, the noblcK 
man, the member of the general community, heartily concot 
in the emancipating views of the Russian and Prussian 
armies. Let him isaci^e in the cause of liberty, his pos* 
sessions, his rank, and his life. 

Their majesties, perfectly viwll acquainted witli the pre* 
sent pnMic opinion of that universal monarchy, shaken by 
the Russian arms, believe that they may reckon on sinukur 
sentiments and spirit in every German breast. 

They ask the concurrence of all the German princes, and 
are much pleased to think that not a single one of these 
will be found, who, by cootinutng to betray the interests of 
his country, would be wiHmg to- incur that aooilnlaticMi 
which the judgfiaei:i1; of the public would award to him, aoi 
which the force of arms would not delay to execute. j 

lRie.coiife4erfit¥>aof the Rhine, that perfidious bond in 
which the artful: conqueror, practised in sowing, dissensionf 
to exteudhis domination, has so lately entangled the wrecks 
of German power, can no longer subsist. Those fetters, 
rivetted by foreign bands, must be broken. Their ihajesties 
believe they anticipate the wishes long secretly cherished in 
the oppressed bosom of every German, when they announce 
that the dissolution of the Confederation of the Rhine is 
necessarily included in their plan. 

This at the same time, demonstrates the relation which 
His Majesty, the Emperor of all the Russias, wishes to be 
established between himself and the constitution of rege- 
nerated Germany. As this sovereign desires that all foreign 
power over the Germans may be annihilated, his only 
iutehtion is to offer them his protecting arm, in order 



d88 APPENDIX. 

to effect a re-orgaDizatioa/ which should be exclusively the 
work of the German princes and their subjects. The 
sHronger the inqpTess that the new cooatittttion shall bear of 
die German character, with tfie greater splendour will 
Germany re-appear in the midst of the nations of Europe, 
in all the strength of regmierated youth, in all the power 
of united prindples. 

For the rest, his Majesty the Emperor, whose sentiments 
here manifested perfectly agree with those of his allies, 
jointly with them will exert his utmost efforts to deliver 
Germany from the foreign yoke. 

May France, strong and powerful for the future,^ only 
employ herself with her internal prosperity, no Power will 
attempt to disturb her tranquillity from without ; no hostile 
enterprise will be directed s^mst her le^timate boundaries. 
But, let France be apprized of the immutaUe deteiminatiim 
of the allied sovereigns, to gain by conquest for their, sub- 
jects, a repose which may not be disturbed ; and never to 
hy down their arms till the basis of independence be firmly 
established in all the states of Europe. 

In the name of his majesty, the Emperof of all the Rus* 
lias, and of his majesty the King of Prussia, 

The Prince Kutusoff Smolbnskoi, 
^ield-marshal and General in Chief of the Allied ^ 
Armies. 
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No. XV. 

Address to the Saxons. 

Berlin, March 25, 1 8 i 3. 

BlKAv£ Sahcons ! in what mamier am I to address 
you i Aff jour enemy ? I am not auch. You are worthy 
Germaiis, alid I am come, in the name of my Emperor, to 
release all Oermans from' thdb: sbameAil yoke. I will, there- 
fore, speak to you as your friend-^ear me, for 1 mean well 
to you. 

It is probable that you are surprised at the sight of 
Russians and Prussians entering your country in arms ; it 
b probable that you may be in dread, and uncertain what 
to do> your king having forsaken you, ordered you to remain 
quiet. But when a house is on fire, a neighbour must 
not stand to ask the owner's permission to quench it. 

Yoor king's house has long been on fire; he himself 
is in chstress, and dare not speak so as his German heart 
would assuredly dictate to him. For do but c<msider ; he, 
aGerm^n lung — he, who so long has been forced to give your 
energies and blood to the French, could he order yon to 
remain quiet at a moment when inactivity is a crime' I 

The hour has struck that will never strike a seoond 
time^-*the hour of delivery from h foreign yoke! and your 
king orders you to turn a deaf ear to the sound. For forty- 
five years he has laboured for your felicity and your glory — 
now he would overwhelm you with misfortune and inianiy. 
Could you have believed it i Was it not he who exhcMrted you 
to preserve unsullied the antient honour of Saxony I la what 
does that antient honour consist? Turn to your ehronieies : 
there you will read that an ambitious man, an emperor of the 
Franks, Charlemagne, waged war with you for thirty years, 
intending to enslave you. At thb period, Wittikind was your 
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king. Wittikind did not abandon you at the moment of dan- 
ger, he did not command you to remain in repose, but led 
you on himself to regain your liberty. This is the anttent 
Saxon honour which you ought to preserve inviolate. A 
thousand years have elapsed, and for a thousand years God 
has not affiicted Europe with a scourge like Charlemagne. 
This scourge now again exists, and shall you not fight like 
your forefathers, to ddiiver yourselves from it £ You will 
bow your necks to the yoke. How much more easy would 
conquest be to you, than to your ancestors ten centuries 
ago. They were alone ; alone they defended themselves 
gainst Charlemagne. 

You are not alone : the Emperor, my master, with his 
whole army ; the King of Prussia, with his whole army, 
hasten to your succour, they advance to accomplish your 
deliverance: under such auspices, the struggle will not con- 
tinue thirty years. Are .you desirous to throw off yom* 
/Chains, they wUl fall off 1 Widi the aid of God, i* one year 
yott will be free, and then every person may resi^ himself 
with honour to peaceful repose ; dien your demolished struc- 
tures will be restored ; your commerce will behold its antient 
channels, now closed up, re-opened: your agriculture wdl 
again flourish : your sons will no longer be conducted to 
ahttghter. Then vnll be the moment of repose, and then 
your king himself will express his gratitude to you. But 
hi^'Who before that moment would resign himself to ease, 
is not a true Saxon, is not a German. He who does not 
declare for liberty, is against her. Choose then either the 
embrace of a brother, or the edge of the sword. Unite 
yourselves with me to regain by conquest your king and Us 
independence, and then, if such be the will of the Almighty, 
for forty-five years longer your sovereign may govern you in 
the bosom of peace and prosperity. Do not apprehend that 
it is ny intention to alienate your hearts from your prince : 
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I would reunite those bands between you, which a foreigner 
has divided. I wish your king to be an independent 
sovereign, and yourselves a free people. Up ! up ! and 
ann yourselves, were it even only with sickles, scythes, and 
cudgels ! destroy the foreigners, drive them from your soil. 
You shall always find me and my Russians, with the valiant 
Prussians, where danger is most prominent. Already the 
judgments of God are manifested towards the insolent op- 
pressor : believe me we shall conquer : the forbearance of 
the Deity is exhausted : victory declares for us. It is not 
a presumptuous pride that dictates this language : I speak 
this because 1 have confidence in God, in you, and in the 
justice of our cause. 

Count.de Wittgenstein. 



No. XVI. 



Head-QuarterSf March 31, 1813. 

Saxons ! I enter your country either to make war upon 
you, 6r to fight in conjunction with you, for your freedom and 
the restoration of your degraded honour. Choose !-— your 
choice may place your crown in danger, and cause your 
children to blush for the conduct of their fathers! but it can- 
not retard the emancipation of Germany. 

Look and see what passes around you ! See the noble 
Prussians your neighbours. The whole nation has risen 
in mass ; in their ranks the son of the ploughman is found 
by the side of the prince : all difference of rank is mingled 
together, and disappears in the great ideas of liberty, honour, 
king, and country. Theve is no odier distinction but that of 
talents and of 2eal ib^&e gr«at and saered cause. • Liberty or 
death 1 is the word w^kicb Frederick William, has given ; and 

VOL. II. 3 C 
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•olemBly have hit whole mtgnanimoaB people sworn to con* 
quer^ or fall worthy of such a prince. 

Saxons^ — Germans, — Our pedigrees, our family registers 
close with the year 1812« The deeds of our ancestors are 
eancelled by the humiliation of their descendants. The re- 
storation of Germany can alone renovate the noUlity of the 
race, and restore it to its original splendour. 

Count Wittoenstbin. 



No. XVII. 



[The Public are informed of the following Order of the 

Day.] 
Order of the Day for the 9d of April y 1813. 

If the troops of the two allied Powers should fall in with 
those of Saxony, they are not to fire upon them ; but to 
treat them as allies, and to receive them with every prepos- 
session in their favour. 

The Russian Colonel, 
Commandant de Place in these quarters, 
Dresden, April 5, 1813. Db Hbybbckbn* 



No. XVIII. 

Notiee to the Public. 

Dresden, April 5> 181S. 

TfiB inhabitants of the districts occupied by die tro<^» 

of His Majesty the JEmperor of Russia, and of His Majesty 

the King of Prussia, are aj^riKed, that by superior orders^. 

aU commumcation is. folrUdden ihsak with those dislaricto 
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tinoccupied by the allied troops. Those who shall either 
open or continue any intercourse with those countries, will 
be brought before a militory commission (or court of in- 
quiry ), as guilty of disobedience to the orders of the allied 
armies, and tried by a court-martial. 

The Russian Colonel, 
Commandant de Place in these quarters, 

De Hbydbcken. 



No. XIX. 

April (Uh, IS13. 

Their Majesties, the Emperor of Russia and King of 
Prussia, being desirous to restore order, combination, and 
uniformity, in the progress of business, have resolved to 
establish a council of administration for the north of Ger- 
many. This council, conformably with its instructions, will 
hold communication with the different govemments^concem- 
ing all objects that relate to the finances, to the police, to 
the arming of the troops ; also respecting every thing con« 
nected with the public vipelfere, the recruiting and main- 
tenance of the armies which fight to restore the liberty of 
Germany. 

All the public functionaries, and the Dortbeiii JBhaj^taiPtf 
of Germany, are enjoined to obey the orders of tbis cpiincil 
of administration. Their majesties havie notpuMiled Baron 
Chariea de Steto as temporary preMdent of 1U0 eounciL 

1m th^ name of their Migeatiea, the Saqwar of aB tbf 
Russias and the King of Pkntssia, 

The Prince Kotosoff Smolenskoi, 

Field-Mmhal atid GenenUfr-Chief of the allied 

Anniev. 

2C2 
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No. XX. 

All those whose truly German hearts exulting, throb at 
the idea of the liberty and happiness of their country, and 
who desire to fight in the sacred ranks of their fellow- 
countrymen in order to ensure victory to the good cause ; 
those also who wish to contribute, according to their means, 
to the arming and equipment of volunteers of small estate, 
are exhorted to address themselves to the undersigned. Any 
gift, however small, will be received with gratitude, as an 
offering deposited on the altar of the country. A receipt 
will be ^ven, and the donors wiU be publicly thanked. 

Baron de Burstini, 
Captain of cavalry in the free corps of His Majesty 
the King of Prussia. 



No. XXI. 



The undersigned returns his sincere ^anks to the ho** 
tiourable magistrates, and brave townsmen, of Bischofswerda, 
for the obliging and amicable manner in which they have 
received him in dieir town ; for the generosity with which 
those brave Germans have contributed to the success of the 
good cause, by clothing six volunteers of his corps, and by 
furnishing a still more considerable sum for the equipment 
of brave young men of small estate. 

Baron db Burstini, 
Captain of cavalry in die free corps of His Majesty 
the King of Prussia. 
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No. XXII. 

pescription of the Easter Festival^ as it was celebrated by 
the Russiam at Grossenhain. 

[Extract from No. 18, of the Grossenhain Journal.] 

On th« 25th the Russians who arrived on the pre€eding 
evening, under command of Captain Noponowski, cele- 
brated the Easter festival, in our town, in consequence of 
dispositions made by their chief for that purpose. At a 
quarter before six in the morning, the ringing of bells, 
announced the solemnity ; the Russian infantry and cavalry 
assembled in the grand square before their captain's quarters 
with their arms and baggage. At six o'clock, the bells 
summoned the assembled crowd into the Temple of the 
Lord, according to the wish of the Russian commandant. 
A'' detachment of carabineers in their uniform, formed a 
lane in the principal church, the soldiers repaired thither ; 
a cake and a bowl filled with red eggs were carried before, 
their warlike music resounded, and a crowd of the in- 
habitants accompanied them. When arrived in front of 
the church, they piled their arms and tied up theif horses 
before the door, then conducted by the bui^omaster, they 
entered the sacred precinct with the clai^our of tnimpeta 
and cymbals. The cake was placed upon a table before 
the altar, uid the soldiers ranged themselves about 
it. 

The assembled parishioners sung with an accom- 
paniment the fine Easter Anthem, '' Sing hymns of 
Gladness," Then a piece of Church music was performed. 
M. Gendiner the Archdeacoi took his place before the 
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altar^ and chanted a fine prayer composed for the occasion ; 
he blessed the bread and the eggs : after which he sung the 
Anthem '' Christ is risen/' in the Russian language^ and 
the choir made their responses. This solemn hymn made 
a deep impression upon all the Christians of the Greek 
thurch who were present. After the benediction had been 
pronounced on the Russians, and they had been sanctified 
by the holy water which was distributed, and with which 
every one sprinkled his face ; they quitted the church and 
drew up in military array in two lines before the door : 
the consecrated cake was carried in processioa^ and im k 
passed along, each of the fronts ftred three refunds. Tlie 
train repaired from the church before the residence of 
the commandant. There the Russian soldiers again piM 
their arms, and the carabmeers of the town formed a circle^ in 
the middle of which, upon'a table, was placed, the consecrated 
cake, cut into small portions, and some eggs equaUy divided^ 
The soldiers approached one by one to the fratenud feast^ 
each advanced in his turn uncovered and cliarrying in his 
band a red egg ; he bowed, pronouncing in the Russian 
language these words, Christos woikres, ** Christ is risen '^ 
exchanged the red egg with his captain, who Embraced him 
several times replying, Is tinnoes wo$kres, '' Ye$, truly he 
is risen." After this salutation, evei^ soldier received a 
piece of cake and ft glass of brandy; When they had all 
shared in this sacred feast, joy was diffused among lihemi 
the Cossacks remounted their hors^,. traversing every. part 
of the town firing off their pistols. The infantry also fired 
their muskets separately, and this mililary diversi<Hi was 
continued at intervals till sun-set. 
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No. XXIV. 

Proxnsionary Austrian Bulletin of the Battle of Dresden, 

After the junction of the Austrian army, with the allied 
Russian and Prussian armies on the right bank of the Elbe 
had been effected, and certain intelligence of Napoleon's 
advance towards Silesia had been obtained, the whole of 
the allied army debouched from Bohemia into Saxony, in 
order to threaten Napoleon's line of communication, and to 
compel him to direct a part of his army upon the left bank 
of the Elbe. This movement deranged his plans. It pro^ 
tected the Russian and Prussian combined army, and that 
which was advancing from the Marquisate of Brandebourg 
into Silesia, against very superior forces. 

The entrance into Saxony was effected in four columns ; 
that on the extreme left, advanced upon the Commotau 
road ; that on the extreme right, upon the Pima road. 
The last mentioned column made itself master of the in- 
trenched camp of the French near Pima on the 2Ist of 
August; a bold achievement worthy of the valour and 
genius of the general of cavalry. Count Wittgenstein, by 
whose order it was executed. The other columns sur-» 
mounted every obstacle which they encountered at each 
step among the steep hills they had to pass over in their 
march. The courage and perseverance of the army, 
enabled the general-in-chief to make a sudden movement on 
his right, by means of which he was able to concentrate his 
forces near Dresden on the 25th. 

On the morning of the 126th, the army took up their 
position in the neighbourhod of that city ; on the same day^ 
a supported reconnaissance was made, in order to ascertain 
the strengdi of the enemy near Dresden, and the extent: of 
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the fortificatioiis. AU the troops gave unequivocal proof 
of the enthusiasm with which they were inspired. 

Several works were carried by assault ; the cannon found 
in them were spiked^ and the French were driven back on 
all sides. 

It was reported by the prisoners, that Napoleon had arri- 
ved a few hours before by forced marches with a part of 
the army, which be had caused to advance into Silesia. 

The deposition of the prisoners was soon confirmed ; 
for considerable colunrasi compoaed in part of the troopa 
belonging to the guard, advanced with great impetuosity ; 
they had formed in the town and their intention was to turn 
the poMtion of the Allies. These sorties encountered a vigo- 
rous resistance on all sides, aiod the enemy was repulsed 
with loss to his entrenchments. Our army in the eveiong 
resumed the position that it had quitted in the morning. 

On (be STth, in the momipg, the enemy partially at- 
tempted to debouch from Dresden; he briskly attacked our 
centre, and sustained this attack by demonstrations against 
our right wing; but his efforts were unsuccessful, and the 
day was passed in fruitless attempts. 

The principal object of the allied Armies was attained. 
Our offeasive demonstrations had diverted the danger frcmi 
Aose of our corps, which were separated from the main 
amy, and which m^ht have been overwhelmed by numbers. 
It would have been a most unprofitable attempt to assault 
Presdea, where a grei|t part of the French army had just 
united. To remain longer in the inhospitable district of 
Brzgebirg, would have exposed the army to all liie dread- 
ful horrors of famine. 

The geneffal-iA-diief therefore resolved to lead his troops 
badL into Bohemia. This movement took place on the 
evening of the 27th under the eyes of the €$nemy> and was 
oontiniied till the 28tfa with the greatest composure. 
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No. XXV. 

CircumtUMtial Ajustrian Bulletin of the Battle of Dresden. 
Head'Quarters, Altenberg, Jugust^Qth, 1813. 

When k wm poskively known that Napoleon had con« 
centrated the major part of his forces in Lnsatia and Silesia^ 
and that he not only menaced die corps under the com^ 
aaaqd of General Bincher with that force^ but also in* 
tended to penetrate iirto Bohemia by way of Gabel ; the 
necessity of making an immediate movement upon the 
Elbe, in order to attack thn French omiy in its rear, was 
perceived. 

The Austrian, Russian and Prnssiaa forces, united in 
Bohemia, quitted their cantonments, and ^ravet^ed the dis- 
trict of Erzgebirg on the fiSnd of August in four 
columns. 

Although die roads were rendered almost impassable 
by continual rains, a very nnusnai circunstance at diis 
season, the movement was eflfected with the greatest prompt 
titade and regularity* 

As eariy as the 25tb, the major part of die allied army 
was aUe to assemble before Dresden* General Count 
Wittgenstein had encountertd the enemy near Giesshubel,. 
and had driven him widi loss from his entrenched position. 
He had constrained him to abandon a second position 
below GroUembeig near Obei^Sedlitz, where die divisions 
of Durutte and Clapar^de, widi a part of Bonnet's ^orpa 
were stationed under command of Marshal Gouvion St* 
Cyr. These French corps were obliged to fall back upon 
Dresden, hastily, and in disorder. 

The 20&i was employed in gaining informadon respect* 
lag the posidons and strength of the enemy, by uttsms of 
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reconnaissances made near their entrenchments; in the 
morning. General Kleist succeeded in dislodging the French 
from the space of ground called the great garden, situated 
"without the suburbs : in consequence of this advantage, the 
town was approached on several points. 

Before the barrier of Freyberg was 3,Jleche, defended by 
four pieces of cannon, which were afterwards dismounted 
by the Austrian artillery. Field-Marshal Lieutenant 
Count Colloredo with his wonted intrepidity carried an 
outwork by assault, and a similar work near the barrier of 
Dippoldiswalde, in spite of the enemy's most vigorous re- 
sistance. The pieces of cannon found therein, as well as 
six others also captured by Count Colloredo, were for the 
'greater part spiked. This general lost three horses in the 
attack, and Lieutenant-colonel Schneidner who rushed like 
a hero through a shower of balls, at the head of the second 
battalion of chasseurs received two wounds. The enemy 
had in the mean-time, made a sortie on our left wing, where 
a most courageous resistance was made by the divisions of 
Weissenwolf and Metzko, who carried Loebtau by main 
force, and maintained their advantage notwithstanding the 
most furious attacks of the French. The obstinacy of the 
engagement and vigour of the cannonade, were only re- 
doubled by this resistance. Several houses in the suburbs 
of Dresden, were consumed by the flames. 
. During the battle, we learned that Napoleon with his 
guard had arrived at Dresden, and considerable masses of 
troops were seen defiling along the roads leading to that town. 
We concluded from this, that the French had evacuated 
Silesia, and that the principal object of our enterprise was 
attained. It would have been rashness to assault a city de-* 
fended by ramparts, ditches, and a numerous army ; to have 
reduced without an object that unfortunate capital to ashes, 
would have been a piece of cruelty ; we therefore caused 
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our forces to withdraw to the heights near the city/ and 
they resumed their former position. 

On the £7thy the enemy deployed considerable masses 
against our left wing, which notwithstanding the courageous 
resistance made by the divisions of Bianchi and Creneville^ 
were already beginning to lose ground, when the arrival of 
Aloys-Lichtenstein*s division renewed the engagement. 
The regiments of the Arch-duke Raynier and Luzignan, 
yielding to their ardour, advanced too forward and experienced 
considerable loss. They were surrounded by three re- 
giments of the enemy's cavalry, and as the rain prevented 
them from firing, they were only able to defend themselves 
with the bayonet. The enemy supported by a formidable 
artillery, vainly essayed with the same arm to penetrate our 
centre, and drive back our right wing ; all his efforts were 
frustrated by the bravery of our troops. General Count 
Wittgenstein charged the French cavalry several times, and 
repulsed it at every charge. 

Towards the evening, we were informed that the enemy 
had considerable columns near Pima.< Already General 
Ostermann, charged with the blockade of Koenigstein, had 
reported, that many troops were passing the Elbe over the 
bridge near that fortress ; this movement upon our flank 
joined to the impossibility of subsisting much longer in the 
district of Erzgebirg, where there were no resources, con- 
strained us to make a movement on the side of Bohemia* 
The end of our offensive demonstration was attained. The 
armies of General Blucher and ibe Crown Prince of 
Sweden, had obtained the power of advancing, and acting 
vigorously upon the flanks, and rear of the enemy. We 
therefore began our march for Bohemia, on the night of the 
27th. The roads, rendered almost impracticable by the 
rain, opposed innumerable obstacles to the movements of 
0ur troops. 
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We deplone the loss of the valkot General Aadreosj 
and of the Russian General Milesino, who fell in these 
eDgagements. The feld zeug miester Count Giulay and 
die generals of artillery, Mariassy and Fri^^nbergor ; were 
woundedi Generals Metzko and Seezeny have disappeared* 
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Russian Buttetin, of the Batik of Dresden. 
[Supplement of the Petersburgh Gazette, 14th September.] 
Bead-Quarters at Taplitz, August SUtf 1813. 

The chief design of the movement made by the allied 
army to advance into Saxony from Bohemia, was to draw 
the principal force of the enemy from Silesia into Saxony ; 
after the Allies had posted a sufficient number of troops on 
die roads leading to Chemnitz and Leipsic ; by these 
measures the Crown Prince, who was near Brandebourg, 
and General Blucher, who had been left in Silesia, would be 
more easily enabled to beat the corps stationed in their 
front. 

After the arrival of the principal army before Dresden, a 
strong reconnaissance was ordered to be made towards the 
city, in order that the enemy should not be ignorant of our 
intention to attack him in the rear. This reconnnissanct 
was effected on the 26lh with the greatest success, and on 
that occasion the corps of Count Wittgenstein captured 
four pieces of the enemy's cannon. In the evening the 
enemy 60,000 strong issued out from the city, and drew up 
IB order of battle, under the protection of the batteries of 
the town. We were informed by die prisoners that Napo* 
leon with the whole of his guard, and the reserve of Latour^ 
Maubourg's cuirassiers had arrived that day in the city, to 
reinforce Marshal Gouvion St. Cyr. On the following day, 
the enemy attacked our positions on several points, but was 
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every where repulsed. In the evening, the French guard 
attacked oar right flank, but was driven back by the hussars 
of Grodno, and by a regiment of Prussian hussars; about 
500 prisoners were captured. On the approach of night, 
the enemy retreated within the walls of Dresden. Field- 
marshal the Prince of Schwartzenberg having received in- 
formation that Vandamme's and Victor's corps* had passed 
the Elbe near Koenigstein, and threatened the road of 
Toeplitz, deemed it necessary to make a movement on the 
right flank with the whole army, to take up a position in 
rear of the passes which separate Saxony from Bohemia, 
and there await the enemy in his passage through the 
defiles. 



No. XXVU. 

Official despatchey frovfk Lieutenant General, the Hon- 
ourabie Sir Charles Stewart, K. B., Envoy extraordinary, 
and Minister Plenipotentiary from His Majesty the King of 
Great Britain, to his Majesty the King of Prussia, ad» 
dressed to Viscount Castlereagh priqcipd Secretary of 
State for Foreign Afiairs. 

Head-Quarters of his Majesty the King (^ 

Prussia, Zehista, August 9!7» 18 1 3- 
My Lokd, 

My last despatches will have acquainted your LcH-d 

ship of the determination of the Allied Armies to debouch 

from Bohemia, by the several passes into Saxony, and enter 

on immediate offensive operations in flank and rear of the 

enemy, if he still maintained his forward positions in Lu- 

satia, and remained on the right bank of the Elbe. While 

the main Russian army, under General Barclay de Tolly, 

* Thia is untrue, the two corps in question were in tiie battle* 
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including the corps of Wittgenstein and Milaradovitch^ and 
the Prussian corps of General Kleist^ together with the 
whole of the Austrian army, were to act oflFensively from 
Bohemia, under the chief command of Prince Schwartzen- 
berg, General Blucher's corps d^armie, composed of a din* 
sion of Prussians under lieutenant-General d' Yorck, and 
General Sachen*s and General Langeron's Russian divisions, 
were to move from Silesia on Lusatia, and threaten the 
enemy in front. General Blucher was to avoid engaging in 
any general action, especially against superior numbers. 
In conformity with these intentions, General Blucher ad- 
vanced in three columns on the 20th from Licignitz, Gold- 
berg, and Jauer, on Buntzlau and Lowenberg; General 
Sachen's corps moved on the right on Buntzlau, and Ge- 
neral d'Yorck's on the centre, and General Langeron's on 
the left. The enemy abandoned Buntzlau, destroyed their 
works, and blew up a magazine of powder there ; and Ge- 
neral Blucher's force advanced to the Bober, where they 
were attacked on the 2 1st by the enemy, who moved in 
great force on Buntzlau, Lowenberg, and Laun, and a very 
serious affair took place. It is reported Buonaparte com- 
manded in person, and that he presented .one hundred and 
ten thousand men to General Blucher. The allied troops 
contested the ground with great bravery ; but as General 
Blucher had received orders to avoid a general engagement, 
he withdrew in the best order, to Haynau, Pilgramsdorf, 
Hirschberg, and behind the Katzbach; where his troops 
were at the date of the last accounts. The loss of Gene- 
ral Blucher in this affair is reported to be near two thou- 
sand men ; he took, however, several prisoners. The 
enemy suffered considerably. 

The grand Armies on the side of Bohemia commenced 
passing the frontiers on the 20th and 21st; Count Witt- 
genstein's and General Kleist's columns, by the passes of 
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Peter swalde ; the Austrians by Commotau. On the 22nd, 
Count Wittgenstein's corps fell in with the enemy, and 
had a very considerable encounter with them near Bergfais- 
faubel and Zehista. 

The enemy met the Allies on the frontiers, and have been 
beaten back from all their positions, towards Dresden 
although they endeavoured, unsuccessfully, to defend every 
inch of ground. 

The different columns of the Allied Armies were to de- 
bouch from the mountains and passes, at such concerted 
periods as would probably have operated fatelly upon ifae 
enemy, if the arrangemeQt, as planned, had been completely 
carried into effect ; but the eagierness of the troops to push 
on and engage,, brought the right corps into action on )tfa^ 
morning of the 22Qd, The Frenich were commanded by 
General Gouvion St. Cyr (who is newly arrived, and coi^e 
up with the ,army from Wurt^burg), and their force con? 
sittted of upwards of 15,000 men ; they were supported bj 
their troops from Koe^nigstein, and by those in jthie camp at 
LieUesstein, which apiou^ited at least to 6,000 m^n, ji^ndeir 
General Bonnet. After a very sharp action. Count Witt- 
genstein drove Jhe enemy from all pojnts, took three or four 
hundred prisoners, besides ^ vast oumber of killed and 
wounded. The loss of the Allies was not severe. 

The enemy after this action retired into I^oenigstein, his 
entrenched <:aiiip at Liliensteio^ and also ipto the various 
works h^ haa tlu'own up round Dresden. Th^ Allies have 
pressed forward on tiim on /every side, and the Grand 
Armies are now .encircling Dresden. 

On the 26th, the hussar regiment of Grodno, of Count 

Wittgenstein's corps, had a i^ery brisk engageipient, close tp 

Dceaden, in which they' took fpur guns and one bowitxer^ 

Hie advanced guards of 4>e Russians, Prussians, and A^fi^ 

yojL.^. »P 
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triansy encamped this night on the heights above Dresden, 
li^ween Nauslitz and lachemitz. 

On the 27th in the morning, the enemy abandoned th^ 
ground in advance of Dresden which they occupied, called 
the Grossen Garten, and withdrew into the suburbs and 
their diflferent works. 

I have thus given your Lordship a .general outline of 
operations up to this period ; every hour is big with events. 
No official reports are made out, so I fear my details in 
many points may be imperfect. Perhaps the history of 
war does not afford a period where two great armies stand 
committed to such bold operations. 

I have much pleasure in reporting to your -Lordship, that 
two Westphalian regiments of Hussars, commanded by 
Colonel Hammerstein, have come over from the enemy, 
and are most eager to be ranged in battle against them, to 
take their revenge for the misery they have entailed upon 
this country. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Charles Stewart, Lieut^-Oeneral. 

Head-quarter$ of his Imperial Majesty the Em^ 
peror of Rmsia, Altenbergf Aug. 99. 
My Lord, 
The enemy having abandoned the ground surrounding 
Dresden, called the Grossen Garten, and having withdrawn 
into their works, and into the* suburbs of the town, on the 
morning of the 27th, it was deemed expedient to make an 
attack with a large force upon the place, the possession of 
which became of considerable importance. Count Witt- 
genstein's and General Klebt's light troops, on the right of 
the town, had sustained, during the morning of the 27th, in 
the attack of the Gardens, some loss ; and indeed the enemy 



i ' 
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had so much improved by art the defences around the tpwn, 
that it was evidently an enterprise of considerable difficulty 
to carry it. 

The troops moved to the assault at four o'clock in the . 
evening ; Count Wittgenstein's corps, in three columns pn . 
the right of the Grossen Garten: General Kleist, moved 
one column of attack through these Gardens, and two on 
the left. His left column was headed by Prince A^igustus 
of Prussia : three divisions of Austrians on the left of the 
town, under the immediate direction of Count CoUoredo.^ 
and Prince Maurice of Lichtenstein, joined the Prussians 
on their left; the Prussians forming the icentre attack. A 
tremendous cannonade commenced the operatioxi; the 
batteries being planted in a circular form round the town, 
the effect was magnificent; the fine buildings in Dresden, 
were soon enveloped in smoke, and the troops moved 
forward in the most perfect order to the assault. They, 
approached on all sides close to the town. The Austrians 
took an advanced redoubt with eight guns, in the most, 
undaunted and gallant manner ; I never saw troops behave 
more conspicuously : the work was of the. stiiongest kiiid, 
not above sixty yards from the, main wall, audit was flankedj^ 
by cross-fires of musketry from the various loop holes that 
were made in every part of. projecting buildings; )but 
nothing could surpass the gallantry with whifh it )va9 storm- ^ 
ed ; the enemy fled from it only jto shelter themselves behincl , 
new defences, manning the thick walls of the ^own^ in 
which it was impossible, without a long and continued fire of 
heavy artillery, to make breaches ^. 

The enemy, widi the aid of thos^ means which a strong 



* Sir Charles Stewart appears to allude to. the wall that 
surrounds the suburbs, which it is merely an enclosure for th^ 
gardens, neither thick nor strong. 

2D 2 
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own aflfords of resistaDce, held the troops in check who had 
80 gallantly carried and entered the outworks. The night 
was fast approaching, and the enemy now attempted to make 
a sortie with a considerable force of all his guards, at least 
amounting to thirty thousand, to separate the allied troops, 
and to take one wing in flank and rear. This was im- 
mediately perceived, and as it appeared evident that it was 
not practicable to carry the place that night, orders were 
sent to draw ofi^ the troops, and they returned to their se- 
veral encampments. Prince Maurice of Lichtenstein made 
an admirable disposition on the side where the enemy made 
their sortie, by which all disorder was avoided. This en- 
terprise, in proportion to its being of moment, was one of 
great difficulty : no troops could signalize themselves 
more ; and in my humble opinion, if it had been physically 
possible to carry the place under the circumstances, they 
would have accomplished it: but there were no breaches for 
the troops to enter, and the artillery, although brought up 
at the close of the evening to near one hundred paces of 
the wall, were not able to batter it, or make an impres* 
sion. 

From the best calculation I can make, I should estimate 
the loss of the Allies at under 4,000 men in this attack. 
The Austrians chiefly suffered. 

The sortie of the enemy was a prelude to a more general 
battle, which took place on the following morning, the 28th. 
Buonaparte [had arrived in Dresden, from that part of his 
army in liusaua, on the night of die 22nd ; and having a 
very large force in Dresden, at least 130,000 men, he ap- 
pears to have determined 'on attacking the Allies, who 
occupied a very extended position on the heights surround- 
ing it. 

The enemy had great advantages in their disposition for 
attack : Dresden, lined with guns, was in their rear ; their 
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cotnmuDications were not intersected ; if they made an im- 
pression^ ihey could pursue it ; if they failed, they couM with- 
draw in security, and our troops could not follow them under 
the guns of the pface. One of the worst days that ever was 
seen added materially to the difficulties of the Allies, who 
had arrived, by rapid marches, through bad roads and defiles, 
at their positions ; and whose supplies of every kind, it was 
difficult, if not impossible, to get up. Availing himself of 
the disadvantages above stated, Buonaparte displayed an 
immense number of pieces of artillery ; and heavy cannon- 
ading on both sides formed the chief feature of the battle. 
Charges in various points were made, both with the Rus- 
sian, Prussian, and Austrian cavalry, and they distinguished 
themselves highly ; but the main bodies of the in&ntry, in 
both armies, did not come in contact. The weather was so 
hazy, and the rain so incessant, that the action was sus- 
tained, at all points, under the heaviest disadvantages. 

Towards the middle of the day a catastrophe occurred 
which awakened more than prdinary sensibility and regret 
throughout the allied army. General Moreau, in earnest 
conversation with the Emperor of Russia on the operations, 
had both his legs carried off by a cannon shot, the ball 
going through his horse : an equal loss both to the good 
cause, and to the profession of arms. It is impossible not 

deeply to lament his fate. He is still alive''^. 

I - . ■ — . . ^ — . — . 

* As far as the author can learn, the news that was spread at 
the time, asserting that Moreau was wounded on the 26th, was 
derived from the French bulletins, in which it is said that he 
was mortally wounded by the first cannon shot fired from the 
redoubts before the city. This account passed into the German 
papers, and it was added that Moreau was wounded before the 
redoubt near the Mockzinski garden. An Austrian journal, and 
a life of Uiat illustrious general which appeared some tim,e since, 
says also that he was wounded on the 26th. But the testiir pny 
of General Stewart is decisive, and his relation is confirmed by 
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The enemy continued his efforts on the position of the 
Allies, till finding he could make no impression, the action 
.c^sed. 

The h^ttle may have cost us six or seven thousand men. 
Tiie enemy must have suffered more. In one charge 
of Russian cavalry against infantry and a battery, a great 
nam)>er of prisoners were taken, though the guns were not 
-brought off. * 

X have already detailed to your Lordship the general dif- 
ficulties in which the Allied Army was placed by the large 
force opposed to them, and by the opinion that Buonaparte 
Vi'ould p^ss a considerable body of troops across the Elbe at 
Koenigstein .and Pima, to possess himself of the passes in 
pur rear. The orders for retirb^ were issued to the Allied 
Arniy, on the evening of the 28lh, and the army is now m 
march in different columns. 

It is impossible not to lament thatso fine and so numerous 

by an inhabitant of the village of Roecknitz, who relates, that 
Moreau was on the rainy day of the battle, on horseback by the 
«ide of the Emperor of Russia, upon a height, directly behind 
the village of Roecknitz, not far from the house of the witness 
when he was struck by a cannon ball, probably fired from a field 
battery. ,The surgeon of the Emperor Alexander, as I am well 
informed^ also mentions the !27th as the day on which he attend; 
ed the unfortunate general. By other iietails it is known that 
the amputation Was ^rfonned on the day he received the wound. 
The amputated limbs were interred in the garden of the domain 
orNttthnitz, but in 1814^ they were dug up, deposited in an 
urn, and on the 4th of November placed with solemnity in the 
monumetit erectetl to Moreau, on the very sjiot where he was 
wounded; A description of the ceremony that took place on 
this o6tasion, *Mth aportrait of this illiistribus g^nerd, and 
VscriouS^ details, derived' firom authentic soXirces, concerning the 
lattei-^ears of his lif^,' may be found in a 'pamphlet, fehtitled, 
P, Thr. A, Hasstey Jahariny Victor Moreau und ^eine todtenfeief^ 
presden indefr Amol^isden buchharidiung, 1816, in Svo. 
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ui armyt perfectly entire in all its parts^ should be under t^e 
necessity, having once advanced, of makii^ a rrtrograde 
step, as miscalculations may be made on the ev^nt, and 
the enemy may suppose he has gained an advantage, \ 
can only pledge myself to your Lordship, that the anny is 
as eager as ever to noeet the enemy, and the same deternua-> 
ed spirit exists, though a partial change of cyperations may 
be deemed necessary. 

The enemy's force was not diminished on the side of 
Lusatia up to the 23rd, for his efforts on the Elbe^ as he 
attacked General Blucher again in great force on that day, 
who rjetired upon Jauer. On the S^tfa, however, he ad- 
vanced again, the enemy having fallen back, which would 
indicate his bringing more forces into Bohemia. The Au9« 
trian corps of General Neuberg, has also advanced in the 
direction of Zitta^. 

I havjB the honour to be, &c., 

(Signed) Charlbs Stewart, Iieut.-(jrett. 



Taqflitz, August SO, 1815. 
My Lord, 

Since my despatch of yesterday's date^ I have 

to acquaint your Lordship, that a very brilliant acdon has 

taken place this day on the road from Toeplit^^ toward* 

Peterswalde, about tWo German miles from the former 

place. It appears that the Russian column, under Count 

Ostermann, which was to retire by the pass of Osterwalde^ 

found the enemy, who had actually crossed l^e Elbe at Pima 

and Koenigstein, had possession of the pass in the mountains, 

and they wm obliged most gallantly to force their way 

thr«ttt{^ with the bayonet. They then remained in action 

with the enemy till late in thecvemng; and having been 

reinforced by the reserves of the Russian guards, cavah^ 
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iild Ihtintfy^ the former under bis Imperial Highness the 
Graod Duke Constantine, who were sent rapidly to their 
iujf^port, this body of troops, consisting of about 800 
men, held in check, during the day, two corps of one di- 
^sion of tlie French army, under Genetals Vandamme and 
iieftfand, afmounting at least to 30,000 men. I should do 
his Imperial Majesty's Guards injustice if I attempted to 
describe the admiration I felt at their valour and signal bra- 
very. The light cavalry of the guard, consisting of the Po- 
lanese and dragoon regiments, charged columns of infantry 
in the highest style. General Diebzetsch, an officer of 
great merit, particularly distinguished himself; Prince 
Galitzin in like manner. He was vrounded in the attack. 
Count Ostermanti, towards the close of the day, had his 
Iffin earned off by a cannon shot ; the General command- 
mg the cuirassiers of St. George was also wounded. 

The importance of the. bravery displayed by these troops 
Is highly augmented, when it is considered, that had they 
not held their ground, the columns of the army and artillery 
retiring by Altenberg, which were delayed by the bad roads, 
must have been greatly endangered. 

His Priissito Majesty was at Toeplitz when the enemy 
made their rapid advance by Peterswalde, and made the 
most able dispositions to reinforce Count Ostermann, and 
by bis coolness and personal exertions, preserved order and 
regularity^ which even the momentary idea of the enemy's 
getting in the rear is apt to endang^. The admirable eon* 
duct of this Sovereign on all occasions is the theme of uni- 
versal praise^ The corps of Count Ostermann lost S,000 
men in this day's action hors de combats 

The French loss may be averaged at double4 General 
Vandamme's corps suffered immensely. The cavalry of 
the Russian guard took two standards and three or four 
hundred prisoners^ 
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The enemy followed our rear>guard duriiig the day, oo 
the Dippoldiswalde road, and they met With a considehibl^ 
check from tlie rear-guard^ commanded by the Austrian 
General Hardigg. 

I hope your Lordship will excuse the hiirry with which 
this is written^ and will make allowances^ as the period and 
continued movements and operations prevent much ac- 
curacy* 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) Chakles Stewart^ Lt-Oen. 

Taplitz, August 31, 1813* 

My LottD, 

The brilliant and well-contested action of the 
30th ult., in which the Prussian Guards covered themselves 
with glory, has been followed up by a very general and de- 
cisive victory over that part of the enemy's army which had 
advanced from Koenigstein and Pima, on the great chaussee, 
leading from Peterswaldfe to Tfleplitz. It became of the ut- 
most importance to make this attack, hot only to give time 
for those columns of the army to fall back, which were still 
retiring upon the Altenberg and Dippoldiswalde road, but at 
the same time to extricate the corps under General Kleist, 
which had not disengaged itself from the mountains. 

The enemy had the advantage, in pushing rapidly for'- 
Ward upon our right flatik, of a good line of road $ whereas 
the columns of the Allied Army although retiring by shortei* 
lines, were impeded, not bnly by the unfavourable state of 
the weather, but by almost impassable roads. 

A great proportion of the artillery, train, and baggage of 
the Allied Army had not yet got clear of the mountains^ 
when the enemy had arrived at Hollendorf and Culm, about 
three German miles distant from Toeplitz, the scene where 
the action tools place. 
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The atUck being ^etermiued upon^ the follQwiag dispc^ 
sitioa of the troo|ii, destined for that purpose, was imme- 
flialelj made: — Si;x thousand Russian grenadiers, two thou- 
sand infantry, and four thousand cavalry, under the imme- 
diate orders of General Miloradovitch, together with twdve 
^ommnd Austrians, under Count Coloredo and G^eral 
Bianchi, commenced the action; the remainder of the 
troops collected for this enterprise being formed in coltunns 
of reserve upon the adjacent plain. 

7*he village of Culm is situated at the bottom of a range 
of mountains which forms an almost impregnable barrier 
between Saxony and Bohemia ; from this point branches off 
two distinct ranges of mountains, east and west; between 
these ranges the ground is generally flat, affording, however, 
in some places good defensible positions. Upon this ground 
immediately fronting the village of Culm, the enemy col- 
lected a strong force of infantry, with a gre^t portion of ar- 
tillery ; a galling fire was kept up incessantly from this point 
upon the Russians, under General Miloradovitch. 

Such was the strength of the adjacent heights of Culm, 
and so ably had the enemy disposed of their force for itf 
defence, that it was judged more expedient to make the 
principal attack by the right ; in consequence of which the 
Austrian infantry were directed to inove along tl^e high 
ground upon the right, while the Russian guards and infaptry 
were to commence their attack upon the left, as soon as the 
Austrians were sufflcieotly adi^mced. While these move- 
ments were executing, the corps of General Kleist, whicl| 
had not been disengaged from the mountains, appeared ia 
the enemy's rear, descending the road by which the enemy 
were to retire in case of need* On all si^es the kf^ck com- 
menced in the most vigorous and decisive manner. The 
enemy's left were turned by the distinguished bravery m4 
good conduct of the Austrians under Count ColoredOj the 
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cavalry cbaiEgiDg repeatedly; while apon the dther ftank 
General Miloradovitch, with the hussars of the guards and 
grenadiers, forced every point whiqh' the enemy m vaia-aV 
tempted to defend. Upon thb point above forty piecefs Qf 
artillery and sixty tumbrils, much baggage, and the whole 
equipage of General Vandamme^ fell into the hands of the 
Russians. Completely b^ten in front at all points, and in- 
tercepted in their rear by General Eleist, nothing wsus left 
for the enemy but a desperate and precipitate retreat. 

The rout now became general, the enemy throwing down 
their arms in every direction, and ceasing even to resist, ^banr 
doning guns and standards, to . seek for shelter in the 
woods. , 

The fruits of this victory are consideraJble. The G^ienil 
commanding, Yandamme, six other General Of^icersf, of 
whom are Generals Giott, Hachton, Himberg, and Prince 
Reuss ; sixty pieces of artillery^ and about ten thousand pri- 
soners, with six standards. 

The whole of General Vandamme's staff, and many of- 
ficers of rank, are also among the prisoners. 

The enemy continue their retreat, closely pursued by the 
Cossacks and allied cavalry. 

Having received a severe contusion by the explosion of a 
shell shortly after the commencement of the action, I was 
under the necessity of quitting the field of battle ; and am, 
therefore, indebted for the latter details which I have given 
your Lordship, to Colonel Cooke, ^ Aid-de-camp to his 
Royal Highness the Commander-in-Chief, who upon this, 
as upon every other occasion since he has been attached to 
me, has afforded me great assistance. 

I have now the pleasing task of calling your Lordship's 
attention to another most brilliant contest, which has termi- 
nated highly to the honour and advantage of the Allied 
Army. 
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It would appear that on the 25ihf Marshal Macdonald 
had occupied a very strong position in the neighbourliood of 
- Jauer in Silesia, which he had strengthened with a numerous 
and formidable artillery. He was, however, attacked by 
General Blucher upon the morning of the 26th, and after 
a very sharp contest, driven from every part of his position, 
leaving upon the ground fifty pieces of artillery, thirty-nine 
tumbrils, and ammunition waggt>ns, with a number of pri- 
soners, exceeding ten thousand men. 

The contest was renewed with fresh vigour, and with 
equal success on the part of General Blucher, the whole of 
the fi7th and 28th, of which the result' appears to be, that 
thirty pieces of cannon, and five thousand more prisoners^ 
have been taken during the last two days. 

According to the latest intelligences. General Blucher 
continued the pursuit with the utmost celerity. 

General Prince Reuss, whom I named to yoiir Lordship 
as among the prisoners taken in the very brilliant affair of 
yesterday, is dead of his wounds. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Chables Stewart, Lt.-Gen* 
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No. XXVIII. 

The Crown Prince of Sweden to the Saxons. 

Head-quarters, Juterbock, 
September 10, 181S. 
Saxons ! 

The united army of the north of Germany has passed 
your frontiers. That army does not wage war with the 
inhabitants of your provinces, it only directs its arms against 
your oppressors. You should offer up prayers for the suc- 
cess of our enterprises, fdr their aim is to restore your pro- 
perty and restore to your government its ancient splendour 
and independence. 

We intend to treat all the Saxons as our friends. Your 
possessions will be respected, the army will observe the 
most rigid discipline, and their necessities will be supplied 
in the manner the least burtheusome. Do not forsake your 
dwellings ; continue to pursue your customary occupations ; 
great events wiU soon shelter you from an ambitious policy ; 
shew yourselves worthy sons of the antient Saxons, and if 
you shed the German blood that flows in your veins, shed 
it for the liberty of Germany, and not for a single man, to 
whom no tie, no common interest attaches you. 

France is a vast and flourishing country, a conqueror of 

past ages was contented with such an empire. The French 

themselves wish to return into the boundaries which nature 

has assigned them. Even while they serve the tyrant, they 

hate the tyranny. Tell them boldly that your desire is to h^ 

iree, and they will themselves adn)ire and encourage you to 

|>ersevere in this generous wish. 

Charles John. 
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No.'XXiX. 

To the Saxons. 

Freyberg, Sq^t. S6, (Oct. 8,; 1 8 1 3. 

Saxons, — the moment is arrived when your deliverance 
from the French yoke is at band. The victorious arms of 
my powerfal and merciful Sovereign, and those of the Allies 
have repelled, on all points, with immense loss, the oppressor 
oi German independence. The period of that diastrous 
flight, by which Buonaparte escaped us last year, is again 
renewed. You will recover your prosperity, and all Ger- 
many will be restored to freedom. The French troops are 
in full retreat, they are flying towards their own frontiers. 
You have no longer to fear the violent measures which 
united you to the interests of Napoleon. Shew yourselves 
the worthy descendsmts- of thd antient Saxons, stretch forth 
jpur hand to your brothers ; unite yourselves to them, to 
humble the man who has loaded the German nation with 
outrage, Saxons, you may regard us with every confidence 
iis youi: friends and liberators ; for the Allied Sovereigns have 
imposed upon (heir generals an obligation to respect the 
property of the inhabitants, aiid to alleviate as much as pos-' 
jBibJe the miseries of the war. 

Baron de Knorring, 
General of His Majesty the Emperor of Russiq^ 
Knight of the different Russian orders^ 
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No. XXX. 

Dresden, September 2i6, 1813. 

Soldiers! 

During a re^ of forty-five years I have al- 
ways had occasion to applaud the fidelity and good behaviour 
of my troops ; but during the six months that have just 
elapsed, I have been subjected to the most bitter trials. 
Some soldiers have singly quitted my army without my per* 
mission and against my will. Major Bunau also has lately 
deserted the post confided tahim with his battalion, and has 
led over to the ranks of the enemy the men whom he com- 
manded. A court-martial will proi^ounce sentence against 
the guilty, and their own hearts will condemn them. The 
remembrance of their Sovereign's paternal solicitude will be 
their executioner in the moments of reflection. 

Soldiers, who now march under my standards ; you who 
are invested with rank, to which my confidence has raised 
you, it is to you that I address myself, with that love of 
which I have given so many proofs for nearly half a century, 
both to your fathers and yourselves, and with that authorita- 
tive tone which my duties as a sovereign direct me to as* 
Bume. 1 now demand from you at this moment proofs of 
your attachment. You have sworn fidelity to my person 
and my cause. You ow€ me your faith, your love, your 
obedience. If you fiiil in your duty, you become traitors to- 
wards me, and you violate an engagement which ought to 
be held sacred by every honourable man : I therefore ex- 
pert from you^ faitiiful warriors, who now surround me, that 
jou will not desert your King and your baniiers.' A senti** 
ment of duty will exalt you above every motive which might 
cause you to waver. 

. The major part of you were yet unborn when I assumed' 
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the reins of goverament. My age alone would give me, 
over youy the rights of ^ fiither. It is to the heart alone of 
his children that your father would speakt I depend upon 
you ; you would not embitter the latter days of your So- 
vereign. Up to this moment, Europe is my witness^ that 
the love of my people has been my pride ; let it still cheer 
the few moments which are left me. 

Fredbeick Augustus. 
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Dresden, Sept. 9.Tth, IS13. 

We, Frederick AugustuSy by the Grace of God, King of 
Saxony, &c. 

Several generals of the enemy, among whom are some 
whom circumstances have connected with the throne, and to 
whom the duties of a subject ought to be sacced, have lately 
endeavoured in the most urgent manner to mislead our sub- 
jects by proclamations which they have circulated, and to 
engage them to take arms against the cause which their So* 
yereign has espoused. 

We are not at all apprehensive that such indiscreet provo- 
cations should produce any effect upon the mass of our 
people. The Saxons, in all ages, have been faithful andde^ 
voted to their Sovereign. During the whole course of our 
reign, we have ever had to congratulate ourselves upon the 
confidence which our subjects have testified in every measure 
we have taken for their welfare. During the storms of later 
yiears they have given more than one proof of their love. 
They cannot wish to sully a reputation for fidelity towards 
Iheir Prince^soglorionsand so justly acquired, a reputalioQ 
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which has rendered them respectable ia the eyes t>f our 
friends and our enemies. 

But some individuals suffered themselves to be induced 
by illusive hopes to criminal steps which^ in the end^ will 
be punished by bitter repentance. 

We remind those persons that the duty of a subject is 
fidelity to his Sovereign, and obedience to the decisions and 
measures that he prescribes ; that nothing can exonerate 
him from this duty, enjoined by the most sacred of all laws. 
We remind them that they are irrevocably subjected to us 
by their birth, by their residence in our provinces, and by 
the oaths tliey have sworn. The course of duty is that of true 
honour. The true patriot never wanders from the path of 
good order ; he invariably respects those laws which assign 
to every man his station in society. As for those who may 
not be fortified against rash steps, by these admonitions, we 
declare that we will punish with inflexible severity whoever 
may favour the plans and designs of the enemy, or may take 
the smallest part in his enterprises ; we will pursue with the 
utmost rigour of the law, those rebels, those traitors to their 
country. 

May our people in the present days of misfortune give 
new proofs of that spirit of good order, which has con* 
stantly animated them till this moment. May they con-» 
tinue unshaken in the confidence they have always reposed 
in their King, whose only aim has been the happiness of 
the subjects whom God has confided to him ; he is ac- 
quainted with the calamities under which they groan. 
Providence, who has shed so many blessings on the first 
years of our reign, and who has already suffered us to en- 
joy the sweet consolation of beholding our country which 
had been desolated by merciless war, revive more flou- 
rishing than ever, is able to bring back peaceful days, when 
released from every other care we may, in our paternal 
VOL. II. 2 E 
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solicitude^ have only to watch over the happiness of our su^* 
jectSy and to labour jointly with them to heal by degress the 
deep wounds that inevitable wars have inflicted. 

FrRDI^KICK ApGUSTUS. 

(L.S.) John William de Zeschaw. 

Charles Augustus de Zezschwitz. 
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Extracts fram etu officialReport issued from the Head- quar- 
ters at Francfart, dated, November ISth, 1813. 

On the 6th of November 1813, Marshal Gouvion St. 
Cyr made a sortie from Dresden, to open himself a pas- 
sage on the Torgau road. He first repulsed the advanced 
guard of Field-marshal Lieutenant de Wied Runkel, who 
comnianded the blockade of Dresden upon the right bank 
of the £lbe, to the heights of Reichenberg and Wainsdorf ; 
but with such vigoiu-, that after an obstinate combat, he 
obliged him to return into the city. The enemy lost nearly 
800 men, killed and wounded in the sortie. The Russian 
militia covered themselves with glory in this action, in which 
they fought with the courage and constancy of veteran 
soldiers. * 
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Extract of an official Report from Head-quarters at Franc* 
fort, dated November I3th, 1813. 

On the 8th of November, Colonel Marion of the ^gi* 
neersy and Colonel Perin, an adjutant of General Count 
Lobauy appeared at the advanced posts of the besieging 
corps, in order to propose a capitulation on the part of 
Marshal Gouvion St. Cyr ; but the feld-zeugmiester Count 
Klenau did not accept it, because a free passage for the 
garrison into France was demanded. 

In the afternoon, the feld-zeugmiester Count Klenaa 
received the subjoined letter, marked A, from th^ represen- 
tatives of the city. 

The general commandant sent an intimation to those 
members of the Royal Family then resident at Dresden, 
that they might retire fronrthe city if they thought fit. He 
was constrained to abandon the city to its melancholy fate ; 
its situation is painted in the subjoined letter in the most 
melancholy colours. 

There is no German who does not deplore the fate of 
one of the finest cities of Germany, of a capital which was 
hitherto the peaceful and flourishing seat of the arts, 
and which enclosed in its bosom so many precious 
treasures. 

But Germans have not occasioned the calamities under 
which she has groaned for so many years, and to this mo* 
ment she is still entirely in the hands of the enemy. 
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(A) Dresden, November Sth, 1813. 

Bebg charged by the country, the circle and the city of 
Dresden to make respectful representations, tending to the 
safety of the capital and to the alleviation of the cahimities 
which it endures, we repose our hope and confidence in the 
generosity of the allied Sovereigns and their generals. 

The aim of these magnanimous Sovereigns is not to make 
conquests, but to confirm the happiness of cities and the 
population at large, to revive their commerce, to restore 
their opulence, to tie the sacred bands of reciprocal confi- 
dence, the foundation of every durable union. They will 
pay respect to motives to which the interests of the municipal 
government has alone given birth, and which are derived 
from sentiments of humanity. We rsdse our voice in fa- 
vour of the capital of a country, ravaged by war in an un- 
exampled maimer, of a city which has endured unheard of 
miseries, and which is on the eve of utter ruin ; if God does 
not soften in her favour the hearts of those, to whose hands 
be has consigned her fate. 

The disastrous consequences resulting from the con- 
tinuation of the blockade, will not affect the French army, 
which possesses still a considerable store of provisions, and 
which is on the point of seizing the small quantity we still 
have left us, but upon the inhabitants of the city ; malignant 
nervous fevers spread themselves among the families, and 
bad nourishment renders them still more dangerous. Our 
last resourses are drained, and we are threatened with more 
rigorous measures. 

In a short time, the depopulation of the capital will 
diffuse mourning over a country, the inhabitants of which 
hoped to be restored to a happier state. 

The capital is the heart which vivifies the whole country, 
when the sources of life are dried up the whole body 
languishes. 
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The members of Ae Royal Family, who are within our 
^'aS\8, participate in the calamities we endure; they are 
alsp exposed to the contagion. 

.The circle, long exhausted by the armies, will soon be 
unable longer to fiupply the exigencies arising from the 
j>re8eiice of Jthe besieging troops^ in spite of the order es- 
tablished in the requisitions* 

We have reason to believe^ that the French com- 
mandants-in*chief will not be averse to sign an honourable 
capitulation, but we are mcapable of determining of what 
nature it may be. We believe we may flatter ourselves 
that the moderation which the presence of the Royal Family 
inspires, the misfortunes of the country, of die circle and of 
the city, wtH contribute to. the happy issue of the negotia- 
tions ; that we shall not see the tovna, and all its resources, 
annihilated before its surrender, and that the dazzling lustre 
of military success will not be preferred to the welfare of the 
city and its inhabitants. 

Henry Victor Augustus Baron de Ferbrr. 

John Frederic de Zezschwitz. 

Doctor John Augustus Beck. 
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NoUcefrmn the Municipal Council of Dresden. 

It has been officially communicated to us, that a conven- 
tion has been <:oncluded between Marshal Count Gouvion 
St. Cyr, and his Excellency Count Klenau^ general of ca- 
valry in the Austrian service ; according to the tenour of 
which the city will be surrendered to the troops of the Allied 
Powers, and the French troops will quit it in separate 
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ccriumns. We delay not to acquamt the iphabitantlt of ibis 
city with the circumstance ; at the sume time we exhort 
them to tranquillity, and engage them, on this octtaion, to 
give another proof of the same spirit by which they have 
honourably distinguished themselves during the unfortunate 
situation in which we have lately, for some months, bees 
placed. 

The Municipal Council of Dresden. 
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Capitulation of the dty of Dresden. 

Article Ist. The garrison of Dresden will evacuate the city 
with their arms and baggage. The soldiers will ground 
their arms before the redoubts, the officers will retain their 
swords. After the example of th^ capitulation granted at 
Mantua to Field-marshal Count Wurmser, a battalion of 600 
men will retain their arms, two pieces of cannon, with their 
ammunition, waggons and horses : twenty-five gendarmes of 
the guard will retain their arms and horses: twenty-five 
gendarmes attached to the divisions will also retain their 
arms and horses. 

2nd. AH the prisoners of war of the Allied Powers who 
are actually in Dresden, will be restored to liberty immedi- 
ately after the capitulation shall be signed. They nre con- 
sidered as exchanged. 

.Srd. The garrison of Dresden are prisoners of war, and 
will be conducted into France, Marshal Count Gouvion 
St . Cyr pledges himself that neither the soldiers nor the 
officers shall fight against any of the Allied Powers at war 
with France, before they shall have been exchanged. 

A list shall be expeditiously made out, containing the 
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names of the generals^ officers, sub-officers and soldiers. The 
generals aud officers shall sigo with their owu hand, a pro- 
mise not to serve before they are formally exchanged. The 
list of the soldiers shall contain the names of all those who 
are in arms at the moment of the signature of the capitu- 
lation^ A list of the sick and wounded shall also be made 
out. 

4th. Marshal Oouvion St. Cyr, engages immediately to 
forward the exchange of the garrison for an -equal number of 
prisoners of the Allied Power rank for rank. 

dth. As soon as a return of a certain number of the pri- 
soners of the allied powers shall be made, an equal number 
of the garrison of Dresden may return to actual service. 

6th. The garrison »hall evacuate Dresden in six columns, 
each of which shall comprehend a sixth of the total number. 
The men shall receive their provisions at the magazines, and 
according to the Austrian Tegulation-; the rations, the days 
for marching and for halting, are fixed agreeably to a plan 
approved by General Count Klenau. The first column will 
set out on the 12th of November, and the rest will follow 
by the same road at the interval of a day's march. 

Gendarmes on horseback will accompany every column to 
maintain order. 

7tfa^ The sick and wounded shall be treated in the same 
manner as those of the Allied Powers. After their cure they 
shall be sent back to France upon the same conditions as 
the garrison, the officers of health and the ins|>ectors of 
the hospitals necessary to attend the sick and wounded 
shall remain behind, and will be treated in the same manner 
as those of the Allied Powers. 

8th« The Polish or other allied troops^ sent into France, 
considered as Frenchmen. 

9th. The oon-combatants shall not be considered as pri- 
.soners, they will follow the march of the troops. 
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10th. The French, who are actually in Dresden without 
being employed in the army^ are free to follow the troops ^ 
'nevertheless^ without having a right to lodging or food. 

They may dispose of their acknowledged property as they 
will. 

1 Ith. Passports for their country will be forwarded to the 
French functionaries, and those of the Powers in alliance' 
with France. 

Ifith. Twenty-four hours after the signature of the presfent 
capitulation, the military chests, warlike stores, cannon, and 
^11 which relates to the artillery, and the fortifications of 
the bridges and their appurtenances, waggons, tumbiils, &c ; 
with die draught horses, will be deliver.ed to the besieging 
army of the Allied Powers. This surrender will be made 
into the hands of a commissary, nominated by the general 
commanding the besieging army, to whom a list of the ar-^ 
tides is to be presented. 

13th. The day after the signature of the capitulation, half 
of the redoubts and of the barriers of the suburbs upon 
both banks, also two gates of the old town, and one of 
the new, shall be occupied by the allied troops of the he* 
sieging army. 

14th. The generals and officers will retain the baggage 
lind horses which belong to them according to the French 
regulations ; on the road forage will be delivered to them. 

The fortress of Sonnenstein will be surrendered six hours 
after the signature of the present capitulation ; and on the 
same conditions the garrison is to return to Dresden, where 
it will u|iite with its division. 

Revised and concluded on the one part by Colonel Baron 
Rothkirely and Murawiew, chief of the staff of the corps 
d'arm^e of the united Russian and Prussian armies nominat-^ 
ed on this occasion by his Excellency Count Tolstoi, Ge- 
neral of Cavalry, and on the other by Messieurs Marioii^ 
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Colonel of the engineers, and Perin, > Adjutant-command- 
ant to M. le Comte de I^obau, nominated for the present 
purpose by Count Gouvion Saint Cyr, and.inyested. by him 
"ivith the necessary authority. . ' 

Baron jie RoTHKiK£LY« Colonel and Chief of 

the Staff in the 4th division. 
Colonel Murawibw. 
Heriogswalde, November 11, 1813. 

The above articles shall be signed by the generals com- 
manding the Allied Army before Dresden, Count Klenau, 
Lieutenant-general Count Tolstoi, and lastly by Marshal 
Gouvion Saint Cyr. Then only shall they be valid. 

Lieutenant-general Count Tolstoi. 
General of cavalry, Count de Elenau. 
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Austrian Bulletin* 

Head-quarterSy Frankfort, 

November nth, 1813* 

Napolbon, in retiring with his army to the envirpns of 
Leipsic, had left Marshal Saint Cyr at Dresden, in order .to 
preserve that strong place for the moment when the favour** 
able issue of the impending battle, might permit him to re- 
sume his position on the Elbe. The loss of this battle ne- 
cessarily involved the fall of Dresden. To accelerate its 
surrender, the General-in-Chief, Prince Schwartzenbergi be- 
lieved it necessary to reinforce General Count Tolstoi, 
whom General Benningsen had left in the environs of Dres- 
den ; to this purpose he assigned the divbion of General 
Count Klenau, who began his march for Dresden on the 
fiOth of October. In the mean time Marshal Gouvion Saint 
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Cyr had left Dlresden and passed, with the major part of his 
corps, to the left bank of the Elbe ; but he was driven back 
on die city by the united corps of Generals Klenau and 
Tolstoi ; and confined widiin it. Marshal Saint Cyr felt the 
dangers of his critical situation, and on the 6th attempted 
an attack upon die corps of Field-marshal Lieutenant Prince 
of Wied Runkel, who blockaded the city on the right bank. 
The intention of the enemy was to open himself a passage 
upon Torgau, and to abandon Dresden which he could no 
longer defend. The vigorous resistance of the troops un- 
der the command of Prince Wied Runkel frustrated all the 
attacks of Marshal Saint Cyr, who was obliged to return 
to Dresden. His position became despy^te ; without pro^ 
visions and ammunition, he beheld himself obliged to propose 
a capitulation to General Klenau, without any invitation on 
our side. In his own proposal of the capitulation he declare 
ed his corps (Tarmee prisoners of war, nevertheless on condi- 
tion that it should return to France, and be allowed again to 
serve against the Allies six months after the signing of the 
capitulation. General Klenau informed him that he had no 
power whatever to accept such unfavourable conditions, and 
he, feared to become responsible if he should accept them» 
Thi« reply did not prevent Marshal Saint Cyr from reiterat- 
ing propositions, which, as an experienced general, he must 
fa^te foreseen that the General-iii-Chtef Prince Schwartzen- 
bisrg would not accept;. By die capitulation signed on the 
11 tb, the French garrison .was permitted to return to France^ 
on condition that they bhould not serve against the Allies for 
-ikk mcmths^ it was stipulate that they should leave Dresden 
ki Ak columns on the Idth and 17th. The desire of preserv*- 
ikig the city, and of changing the destination of his troops pro^ 
bably induced Genoeral Klenau to sign a capitulation so con- 
tt^ry to the positive orders he had previously received from 
the Commatider-in-Cfaief. The Marslial, Commander-in* 
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Chief, found himself necessitated to censure the conduct (tf 
Oeneral Klenau, and to refuse his approval of the capitu- 
lation. Field-marshal Lieutenant the Marquis de Chasteller 
was commissioned to acquaint Marshal Saint Cyr with this 
circumstance, aiid to replace the enem/s corps in possession 
of Dresden, and all the means of defence they possessed 
before the signature of the capitulation. 



DOCUMENTS 

ILLUSTRATIVE OF THE SCPPLEMEMTABT CHAPTER, 

Olf TBS 

BATTLE OF LEIPSIC. 



APPENDIX. 



No. I. 



Despatches from his Excellency General Viscount Cath- 
' cart, K. T.; Lieut-General the Hon. Sir Charles Williaiti 
Stewart, K. B.; and His Excellency the Earl of Aber- 
deen, K. T., addressed to Viscount Castlereagh, His Ma- 
jesty's principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. 

Despatch from General Viscount Cathcartf dated Leipsic^ 
Oc/ofeer 19, 1813. 

MY LORD, 

The Allies have gained a complete victory, and Buona- 
parte, who left Leipsic at ten o'clock this morning, is re- 
tiring with such precipitation and disorder, that Generals 
Regnier, Lauriston, Bertrand, and several others, were 
taken in this city, or near it. 

The intention of the enemy being apparent, the Russian 
reserve, and the troops which had been least . engaged, 
marched at an early hour up the Elster, to endeavour to 
stop him ; Cossacks having been already detached, under 
the Attaman Count PlatofF, to destroy bridges, and to 
occ&sion. every possible difficulty and embarrassment. 
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General Blucher has also detached a strong corps to go 
up the left bank of the Saale. 

The operations which have led to this great event are as 
follow : 

The Emperor Alexander having rendered the army of . 
reserve under General Bennigsen disposable for active 
service, that General marched from the Saxon frontier in 
Silesia into Bohemia, and arrived on the left bank of the 
Elbe, by Aussig and Leutmeritz, in the first days of 
October. 

On the 7th, areportwas received that General Blucher, by 
the most rapid and brilliant movement that has been made 
during this war, marched from Elsterwerda to the mouth of 
the Black Elster, near the town of that name, and having 
crossed by the bridge he carried with him, defeated the 
French corps at Wartemberg, driving its remains to Wit- 
tenberg, and immediately advanced within reach of the 
Prince Royal, who had bridges at Rosslau and Acken. 

On the 8th, accounts were received at Commotau, that 
the Prince Royal had crossed the Elbe, and was in com- 
^ munication with Blucher. On that day, a gene^-al advance 
was made from all the posts on theBohemian frontier, in- 
cluding General Bennigsen's army. 

It was now evident that Buonaparte had left Dresden, 
and was concentrating his army at Leipsic, and at Wurzen^ 
and Eilenburg: the Elector of Saxony following with his 
family. 

The Emperor of Russia left Commotau in the night of 
the 8th, followed by the reserve of his army. 

The remainder of the grand army had proceeded down 
the Elster by Zeist and Pegau to Lutzen, on its 'left, and 
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to Borna and Espenheim on its right. General Blacher 
having moved to Halle, a direct communication was opened, 
through Merseberg, with that general and the Prince 
Rojal. 

The enemy shewed a line of troops in the villages of 
Groben, Golsa, Stormenthal, and Kora, between the Pleisse 
and the Partha, which having been attacked by Count 
Wittgenstein and General Klenau, on the 13th, a consider- 
able affair took place, in which the enemy was dislodged 
on his right, and it would have been more serious, if the 
Field-Marshal, who came up. had not judged it premature^ 
and put a stop to it« Orders had been sent to General Ben-* 
nigsen, to leave General Count Peter Tolstoy, with a con* 
siderable force to mask Dresden and Kcenigstein, and to 
march with the remainder of his force and General Bubna's 
corps by Nossen on Grimma ; while Count Colloredo, who 
had been left with his corps to act with General Bennigsen, 
was to march by Freyberg and Chemnitz, to join and support 
the Field Marshal's army. 

During this period the Bavarian treaty was signed, which 
opened new lines of communication to the South ; and 
Marshal Augereau, who had been much harassed and 
impeded in his march, and had lost part of his corps, 
reached Leipsic with the remainder. Buonaparte had also 
made a journey to Wittenberg, and sent troops to destroy, 
or to oblige the Allies to destroy, the bridges atRosslau and 
Acken, pushing a small corps to Zerbst, by which he gave 
some ground to believe that he meant to march down the 
right bank of the Mulda, to pass the Elbe at Wittenberg, 
and to repass again at Magdeburg. This feint had the 
effect of inducing the Prince Royal to fall back to Cothen, 
where he assembled his army. Finding, however, that Uie 
movement of the enemy on the right bank of the Elbe had 
DO other consequence, he decided to return to General 
VOL. 11. 9 F 
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Blucher^ and to take his poat in the general action with 
that general. 

Reports having been received of the march of General 
Bennigsen and Count Colloredo, the army marched on the 
15th from Altenberg to Pegau (the place of assembly on 
the morning of the battle of Lutzen) ; and it was deter- 
mined to attack the eiien^y the following morning, without 
waiting for the certainty of the arrival either of the Prince 
Royal, General Bennigsen, or Count Colloredo, judging that 
their forces would influence the enemy by their approach, 
and diat they would be fresh for the second day ; whereas 
by waiting, the enemy might either improve his preparations, 
or escape. Accordingly, the heads of all the columns ad- 
vanced towards the enemy's position at day-break on the 
1 6th, General Blucher by Schenditz to Golitz and Wet- 
teritz. General Giulay by Lutzen on Lindenau ; General 
Count Mehrfeldt between the Elster and Pleisse, on 
Conqewitz ; General Prince of Hesse Hombourg, on the 
right bank of the Elster, in the same direction, to support 
Count Wittgenstein towards Waehaw, with General Kleist 
on his right, towards Liebertwoikwitz ; and General Klenau 
0tk the extreme right towards Fuchshayn, on the Grimma 
foad. 

The enemy occupied the only ridge in this plain in 
front of the named places, behind the centre of which, 
towards Leipsic, Buonaparte's tent was pitched. He was 
also in force at Connewitz, on the side of General Giulay's 
ndvance, and towards Geiieral Blucher. 

At half past nine, immediately on the Emperor's arrival 
en the field, the cannonade began with Count Wittgenstein's 
corps, attd immediately, extended to both flanks on the 
whole position, and was continued without any intermission 
till after dark at night. 

It was intended ^hat CoUtit Mehrfeldt dUd General 
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Klenau, ihoiiid turn the enemy on their respective flub, 
but the French were in great force on their left, and the 
quantity of water, and the number of gardens and summer 
houses near Connewitz, rendered Count Mehrfeldt^s task 
extremely arduous. 

Count Wit^enstein almost immediately drove the enemy 
from the heights opposed to him, and the whole ridge was 
for some time occupied by the Allies ; but a lai^e force of 
infantry and cavalry opposed to General Kleist, occasioned 
a continual contest during the whole morning. 

Count Mehrfeldt having advanced to Connewitt, beyond 
the right of the force opposed to Count Wittgenstein, re* 
paired the bridge which had been destroyed on the Pleisse 
at Dolitz, and was about to pass over, when, unfortunately, 
bis horse was killed, and himself taken prisoner by a column 
of the enemy, which was supposed to be a division of the 
Allies retiring. 

At the same time Murat, at the head of an immense body 
ot cavalry, appeared on the ridge, on the right of Count 
Wittgenstein, and judgmg that he had time to attack be- 
fore the Russian reserve could come up to him, he sent on 
the light artillery of the guard, and immediately afterwards 
charged with his masses of cavalry. The Russian re* 
serve had broken ground in its front, which rendered it im- 
possible for the cuirassiers to meet him with the velocity 
they desired; but the cavalry of Count Wittgenstein's corps, 
and attached to it, attacked him in flank, and he retired 
with as much precipitation as he advanced. 

During the preparation of Murat's attack, the Austrian 
cavalry was greatly distinguished ; they made nine charges 
on the enemy's right, in some of which they swept the 
whole front mA great slaughter. The Russian cuirassiers 
having advanced, together with the guards and grenadiers, 
and the latter having occupied a wood on their righ^ no' 

8FS 
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further attack was made ; but the cannonade and fire of the 
tiraiUeurs continued till after dark, when the troops lay upon 
their arms upon the ground they occupied. 
. General Giulay, opposed by superior force, could not 
penetrate. General Blucher had a brilliant action, and 
defeated the force opposed to him, taking upwards, of 
thirty pieces of cannon, an eagle, and more than two thou- 
sand prisoners. 

. The next morning at day-break, Count Wittgenstein's 
corps appeared on the ground from whence he had driven 
the enemy, but the heads of columns of the French cavalry 
and infantry were on their right on the same ridge, the 
cannon on each side almost within musket shot, and the 
videttes within pistol-shot ; and in this attitude the armies 
remained the whole day, without firing a shot, except, some 
accidental skirmishing by the advanced men. Three great 
corps were advancing rapidly to join the Allies ; , it was 
therefore evidently not to their advantage to, renew the 
attack, unless either General Blucher, or the .^Field-Mar- 
shal, was attacked by the enemy, in which case, either 
would have advanced immediately to support the other. 
Count Colloredo arrived at the village of Magdebom at 
noon, and in the evening relieved Count Wittgenstein, who 
became his support. In the evening also part of General 
Bennigsen's corps arrived, and would have immediately 
marched upon the enemy's flank, had not the General been 
made acquainted, while framing his attack, that the action 
was postponed. Tlie Prince Royal also sent notice, that 
he would arrive on General Blucher's left by the afternoon 
of the next day. 

The received disposition for troops in these plains, is 
now, to form immense solid columns of infantry and cavalry, 
which are denominated masses, and which are distributed 
according to the ground, in one or more lines, always with 



EVENTS AT LHPSIC. 487- 

reserves; in front' are great quantities of artillery, within 
reach of support. All villages, and broken or covered 
ground, are occupied by detachments, furnished by the- 
nearest masses, and supported by them ; and which, being 
defended by musketry, always occasion great slaughter.; 
Except on such occasions, and as skirmishers, the infantry 
^nd the cavalry are seldom seen in lin^, but the masses 
which are usually formed behind the centre of the corps: 
which composes them respectively, can always extend ex- 
peditiously to a larger front or into line. 

Wurtzen was occupied on the 17th by a detachment of 
General. Bennigsen's army. 

On the 18th, the disposition for a general action was 
carried into effect; Marshal Sch war tzenb erg's order of. 
battle, from left to right, was as follows : — Count CoUo- 
redo's corps, supported by the Austrian reserve, and con- 
nected with General Mehrfeldts corps; Count Wittgen- 
stein and General Kleist, supported the Russian reserve; 
General Klenau, his right a little brought forward, sup- 
ported also by Russian, grenadiers ; General Bennigsen, 
his right still more advanced towards Posa; beyond the 
morass on his right, General Biibna, and Count Pliatoff 
were advanced, connecting between General Bennigsen and 
the Prince Royal. 

General Blucher was to advance between his Royal 
Highness and the great morass which extends from Merse- 
burg to Leip$ic ; and General Giiilay in his original direc- 
tion from Lutzen upon Lindeuau. 

The village of Liebertwolkwitz was the point to which 
all' the attacks under the direction of the Field- Marshal 
were to point ; the corps advancing towards a central point 
thereby becoming gradually more closely connected, ^ad 
the more distant corps on the right advancing first. 

The enemy occupied the. villages with masses in their 
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tmt, but (he more dbtailt potto ivere carried Wifhoot being 
liittch Bupported, the rndBseB retiring with precipitatioii 
towardB the suburbs of Leipsic. All the tillages, however, 
ifere defended with cannon, which rendered the action 
and the cannonade general over the whole extent of the 
plain. 

Some of the villages nearest this city were most obsti- 
nately disputed. The whole pimn is covered with bodies of 
dead men and horses ; and the ruins of the vill^es are full 
of heaps of dead and dying. Every part of the combination 
succeeded; General Blucher's left, connected with the 
Prince Royal's advanced corps, consisting of the Russians 
and Prufesiaris, came into action in the afternoon, having 
approached by Taucba. Towards the latter part of the 
day, by Air the most serious and obstinate efforts of attack 
and defence were made at the villages of Stetteritz and 
Pipobsteyda, the former of which was taken and retaken 
•everal times ; the latter held out till dark. Napbleon wa^ 
several hours between these villages, animating hie men, and 
•ending in fresh troops till dark ; and it niust be confessed, 
that they were most gallantly defended. 

The Emperor of Russia was with his army during the 
vi4iole of the three days ; on the first he was joined in the 
field by the King, who had remained at Toplitz, and had 
Accompanied General Bennigsen^s army in its actions near 
Pima and before Dresden. 

In the afternoon of the 18th, the Emperor of Austria 
arrived, and joined the other monarchs near the village 
of Probsteyda> where their Majesties remained till dark. 

T%e eniemy had then been driven fronk every part of hit 
position, into a circle within eiNMion*shot of Leipsic, firom 
Mience a column had already 1>ejgtrn its march towards the 
soutii-west. lotheiiight, the villages of Stetteritz and Prob^ 
teyda w«re afoaikloned, atid Ocdu^ed by the AHies; but 
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Bttotiaparteeoiitinued to hold Leipsic^ and tlie viOi%efl toa* 
iiected with the suburbs, with a strcmg rear«f[uard towards 
the Allies. 

He seems to have counted upon the presence of Ike 
Saxon Electoral Family, and the solicitations of the inliabi^ 
iints to preserve the city, to gain time and to provide for 
his own security ; but he was disappointed. The Emperor 
Alexander received a flag of truce, sent in the name of the 
King .of Saxony, offering to cafMtulate to save the town. 
His Imperial Majesty gave bis answer aloud, in the liear- 
ing pf many hundred officers, with remarkable force and 
dignity : he said, in sub^nce, diat an «rmy lii pursuit of 
a flying enemy, and in the hour of victory, could not be 
stopped a moment by considerations for the town ; thi^ 
therefore, the gates must be immediately opened, and, in 
that tcase, the most strict disdpline should be observed^ 
that if die German troops in the place chose to join^ Adr 
countrymen in this arniy, they should be received «8 bro^* 
thers; but that he considered any proposal sent, while 
Napoleon vras at hand, as extremely suspicious, as he well 
knew the enemy he had to deal with ; that as to the King of 
Saxony personally, who had taken a Use of .detenniBed 
hostility, he gave no answer, and declined making any 
communication. 

The heavy cannon and odumns of attack were cardered 
to advance. In the mean while, the Prince Royal attacked 
and stormed the city on the other side, a Prussian 09tpB 
being the 4if st in the square. 

General Toll, who had been seflt with the Snxon (flagtof 
truce to ensure the correct delivery of th^e message, was, At 
tlmt moment, in the Elector of Siixony's apartknent, ^ud^ 
running o«it, called to the Saxon Guards to lay down dMiir 
arms, which they inntantly did ; (their «x«npU being Mlolnad 
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by tke Baden and Wurtembefg troops. The action contumed 
some time in the further part . of the town^ and, before it 
ceased, the Emperor and the King entered vfiih the Field- 
Marshal, and met the Prince Royal at the door of the 
Elector of Saxony's quarters. General Blucher arrived also 
at the same time. All the cannon was taken, the particulars 
of which are not yet collected. 

A guard of Russian grenadiers immediately mounted over 
the Elector of Saxony, and their Majesties rode out to see 
the Prince Royal's army. 

The Emperor of Austria arrived during the day in Leipsic. 

The Austrian and Bavarian army, under General Wrede, 
will reach Wurtsburg the 24th. The Russian reserve wilt 
get to Pegau this evening. 

The extent of the result of this important day cannot as 
yet be ascertained. Near half a million of soldiers fought 
in this battle, probably one of the most extensive and most 
generally engaged that ever took place, at least in, modern 
history. 

The presence of the Sovereigns has certainly a most ani- 
mating effect on their armies. All have behaved well; the 
Austrians have had a full share, and many of their Generals 
have been wounded. The Field-Marshal Prince Schwart* 
zenberg received the Grand Cross of Maria Theresa from 
the hands of his Imperial Master, and that of the first class 
of St. George from the Emperor Alexander. General 
Barclay de ToUy is created a Count. 

This is the eighth general action, seven of them command- 
ed by the Ruler of France, in which I have seen the Emperor 
Alexander in the field at the head of his army : as usual, un* 
mindful of personal danger, he approached every column, 
animating the officers and men by his presence and example, 
and, by a few. energetic words, touching the chords which 
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produce the strongest effects on the minds of Russian 
soldiers, — confidence in the Supreme Being, resignation to 
his will^ and attachment . to their Sovereign. 
I have the honour, &c. &c. 

(Signed) Cathcaet. 

Fiscount Castlereagh, S^c. 8^c. 



Despatch from LieutenanUGeneral the Honourable Sir 
Charles Stewart, dated Leipsic, October 21, 1813. 
My Lord, 

The pursuit of the enemy continues on all sides; and 
prisoners, baggage, and the attirail of a flying army, are 
hourly sending in by the Cossacks and light troops. 

Buonaparte certainly reached Lutzen on the 1 gth ; and 
it seems that he will either direct his march across the 
Saale, and make for Nordhausen, in order to place himself 
ultimately behind the Weser, calling Marshal Davoust's 
army from the north to his aid, or attempt to move upon the 
chauss^e to Erfurth, after passing the Saale at Weissenfels. 
It is almost impossible he should escape but with the vrreck 
of an army ; but your Lordship will easily imagine, that 
masses directed in one line may force their way through 
smaller corps. 

The following disposition of the allied army was agreed 
upon yesterday, and is, I believe, to be carried into effect : 
the grand army of Bohemia marches upon the enemy's 
right, in the direction of Frankfort upon the Maine, taking 
the route of Pegau, Zeist, and Ersenberg. 

The army of General Bennigsen, united to the army of 
the Norths and under the orders of the Crown Prince, fol- 
lows the enemy's centre in the direction of Lutzen and 
Mersebei^. 
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The glorious army of Silesia was hardly arrived near 
Leipsic^ when it took another cast off to fhe right, and is 
to cotoyer the enemy's left by Merseberg, and this day its 
cannon are heard in that direction. 

IF the enemy passes the Saale at Weissenfels, the army 
of the Prince Koyai, in that case, will move upon Freyberg. 

The Saxon troops have been joined to the Prince RoyaVs 
army : a thousand Baden troops are considered prisoners of 
war. The details of the captures are greater than I had 
conceived ; fifty more pieces of cannon have beea found ; 
many were buried by the enemy. 

Prince Poniatowski, who received two wounds in at- 
tempting to pass the Pleisse, in despair of getting off, was 
drowned in that river. 

His Prussian Majesty has nominated General Blucher 
to the rank of Field-Marshal, for his most pre-eminent ser- 
vices; and their Majesties the Emperors of i\ustria and 
Russia have conferred upon Marshal Prince Schwartzen- 
berg, the first class of the Orders of St. George and Maria 
Theresa, and the King of Prussia, the Order of the Black 
Eagle. 

Several battalions of Poles have joined the army. 

The Emperor leaves this to-morrow for Zeitz or £rsen» 
berg. 

The Prince Royal, I understand, since writing the above, 
has changed his line of march, and moves to Naumburg. 
1 have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed,) Charles Stewart, 

Viscount Castkreagh, $c. Lieut. General. 
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Despatch fhm the Earl tfAbefdeeH, iatledL^k, Oei.lt;^, 

1815. 
My Lord, 

I COULD expatiate with the utmost satisfaction on all 
the particulars of the glorious and decisive victories, which 
have been obtained by the persevering valour of the Allies, 
in the neighbourhood of this city, but as these events have 
been fully detailed to you by others more competent to the 
task, I shall spare your Lordship the fatigue of a tale twice 
told. 

I am, however, enabled to furnish your Lordship with 
some of the latest information on this subject, contained in 
a communication made to me by Count Metternich this 
evening : by which it appears, that the results of the great 
battles of the l6th, 18th, and 19th, surpass all conception. 
The number of prisoners already taken is more than 40,000 ; 
every hour adds materially to the amount. On the 20th, 
the corps which advanced in pursuit of the enemy took 
120 pieces of artillery. The whole number of cannon 
taken amounts to 300, and more than 1,000 caissons 
have fallen into the hands of the Allies. The booty taken 
in this city is immense. The suburbs of the town, and 
the principal gates, are blocked up with carriages, bag- 
gage-waggons, and equipages of every description. 

It is impossible to form a notion of the disorder which 
reigned among the enemy during the dight. Buonaparte 
quitted the town with considerable difficulty, as all the 
principal streets were completely impassable from the dis- 
orderly mass of fugitives. Prince Poniatowski and Marshal 
Macdonald finding it impossible to escape, spurred their 
horses and leapt into the Pleisse. The banks of the river • 
being marshy and difficult of access, Poniatowski was seen 
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to perish by his aid-de-camp^ vfho is now a prisoner. As 
Macdonald has not been discovered^ it is supposed that be 
shared the same fate. Since the day before yesterday, 
several thousand bodies have been taken from of the river. 
The streets and high roads are heaped with dead bodies, 
and with wounded, whom hitherto it has been found im- 
possible to remove. 

Twenty-seven Generals have been already taken, but it 
is possible the list may be augmented, as the number of 
prisoners of every rank becomes greater hourly. Among 
those who have been recognised, besides Lauriston, Reg- 
ni^r, and Bertrand, are Mandeville, Peri, Krazinsky, Broni- 
kowsky, Kaminiesky, Rautenstrauk, the Prince of Hesse 
Darmstadt, Count Frederic of Hochberg, the Prince 
Wittgenstein, &c. 

General Latour Maubourg is dead of his wounds. General 
Souham is mortally wounded. 

lu the action of the l6th, Buonaparte himself very narrowly 
escaped being made prisoner. In consequence of a most 
desperate charge made by the Austrian cuirassiers, the 
French line was broken through, and Buonaparte, with the 
persons round him, owed their safety to the fleetness of 
their horses. 

According to intelligence received from Gen. Blucher, 
whom his Majesty the King of Prussia has just made Field- 
Marshal, he entered Weissenfels last night, and made two 
thousand prisoners, as well as one thousand six hundred 
wounded, whom the enemy left in their flight. 

The grand army, under the command of Field-Marshal 
Prince Schwartzenberg, is advancbg by forced marches in 
the direction of Jena. 

His Imperial Majesty went yesterday to Zeitz, in order to 
follow the enemy, who, it is not imagined, can have more 
than eighty thousand men. 
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On the $4th of this month General Wrede will be at 
Wurtzburg, with about sixty thousand men. 

The Austrian army is animated with tlie best spirit, which 
is increased by the just title the Commander-in-Chief has 
acquired to their confidence. His Imperial Majesty has 
decorated him with the Great Cross of the order of Maria 
Theresa. The Emperor of Russia has conferred on him 
the Great Cross of the order of St. George ; and full 
justice is rendered to his merits by the unanimous voice of the 
allied army. 

I cannot conclude without congratulating your LordsUp 
on the brilliant prospect which opens before us. The long 
sufierings of many nations are drawing to a close. The 
deliverance of Europe appears to be at hand. That ray of 
hope for the salvation of the civilized world, which has so 
steadily beamed from our own happy shores, is now rapidly 
dififused over the whole Continent. If any thing can add 
to our feelings of exultation, as Englishmen, at this prospect, 
it is the reflection that this event will be mainly attributable 
to the unshaken constancy and perseverance of Great Britain. 
1 am truly happy to be able to state to your Lordship, that 
this feeling is not confined to ourselves, but is admitted and 
avowed by all those who are most entitled to cousideration. 
I have the! honour to be, &c. 

(Signed^ Aberdeek. 

Viscount Castlereagh, S^c. B^c. 4rc. 
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No. II. 
FRENCH OFFICIAL BULLETINS. 



Her MofK^jf th EmprfBi Queen and Regent has remved ihe 
foUofving intelligence respecting the situation of the Armies, 
an the i&th ^ October, 1813. 

On the 7tb, the Emperor left Dresden; on the 8th, be 
slept at Wurtzen, the 9th at Eulenburg, and on the 10th at 
Luben. 

The enemy's army of Silesia, \vhich had* marched upon 
Wurtzen, immediately retreated, and repassed to the left 
bank of the Mulda ; it bad some engagements, in which we 
made some prisoners, and took several hundreds of baggage 
waggons. 

General Regnier had parched upon Wittenberg, and 
having passed the Elbe, marched upon Roslau, turned the 
bridge of Dessau, seized upon it, afterwards marched upon 
Aken, and took possession of the bridge. General Ber- 
trand marched upon the bridges of Wartenburg, and 
seized upon them. The Prince of the Moskwa marched 
upon the town of Dessau; he met a Russian division. 
General Delmas overthrew it, and took 3,000 men and six 
pieces of cannon. Several cabinet courtiers, among others, 
Sieur Kraft, with despatches of high importance, were 
taken. 

After having thus obtained possession of all the enemy's 
bridges, the Emperor's intention was to pass the Elbe, to 
manoeuvre up<Mi the right bank from Hamburgh to 
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Dresden ; to threaten Potsdam and Berlin, and to taiut for 
the centre of operations Magdeburg, which, for this pur- 
pose, bad been supplied with warlike stores and provisions: 
but, on the 15th, the Emperor learned at Luben, that the 
Bavarian army had joined the Austrian army, and threat- 
ened the Lower Rhine. This inconceivable defection made 
the defection of other princes be foreseen^ and induced tbe 
Emperor to come to the resolution of returning towards the 
Rhine, a painful change, as every thing had been prepared 
to operate upon Magdeburg ; but it would have been re- 
qubite to have remained separated and witliout conununi* 
cation with France for a month. This would not have been 
inconvenient at the moment when the Emperor fixed hia 
plans ; but the case was no longer the same, when Austria 
was about to have two new disposable armies ; the Baea* 
rian army, and the army opposed to Bavaria. Tbe Empe* 
ror, therefore, changed his plans with these unforeseen cir-* 
cumstances, and removed his head-quarters to Leipsic. 

Meanwhile the King of Naples, who remained in obser- 
vation at Freyberg, received orders, on the 7tb, to make a 
change of route, and march upon Genig and Frohbnrg, opor 
rating upon Wurtzen and Wittenberg. An Austrian division, 
which occupied Augustusburg, rendering this movement 
difficult, the King received orders to attack it ; he defeated 
it, took several battalions, and afterwards effected his move- 
ment to the right. Meanwhile, the right of the enemy'p 
UTmy of Bohemia, composed of Wittgenstein's Russian 
corps, had marched upon ^Itenburg, upon intelligence of 
the King of Naples' change of front. It marched upon 
Freyberg, and afterwards by the left on Boma, placing it- 
self between the King of Naples and Leipsic. Tbe King 
did not hesitate respecting the manoeuvre he ought :to make; 
he faced about, and marched upon the enemy, overthreiv 
bim, to6k nine pieces of cannon, l^OOOpnsoners, and drove 
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him beyond the Elster, after having made him experience 
a loss of from 4^to 5,000 men. 

(^ the 15th, the position of the army was as follows :— • 
The Emperor's head-quarters were at Reidnitz, half a 
league from Leipsic. The 4th corps, commanded by Ge- 
neral Bertrand, was at the village of Lindenau. The 6lh 
corps was at Libenthal. The King of Naples, with the Sd^ 
8th, and 5th .corps, bad his right at Doelitz, and his left at 
Labertwolkwitz. The 3d and 7th were in march from 
Eulenberg to flank the 6th corps. 

The grand Austrian army of Bohemia had Giulay's corps 
opposite Lindenau, a corps at Zwenckaw, and the re- 
mainder of the army, with the left leaning on Grobera, and . 
the right on Naumsdorf. The bridges of Wurtzen and 
Eulenburg, upon the Mulda, and the position of Taucha, 
upon the Partha, were occupied by our troops. Every 
thing announced a great battle. 

The result of our di£ferent movements in these six days, 
has been 5,000 prisoners, several pieces of cannon, and 
doing much injury to the enemy. Prince Poniatowski has, 
iu these circumstances, covered himself with glory. 



Her Majesty the Empress Queen and Regent has received the 
following intelligence respecting the situation of the Armies 
on the Evening of the 1 6th of October. 

Ok the 15th, Prince Schwartzenberg, commanding the 
enemy's army, amiounced in general orders, that the follow** 
ing day the l6th, there would be a general and decisive battle. 
Accordingly, on the l6th, at nine in the rooming, the grand 
allied army debouched upon us ; it constantly operated to 
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tetend itself upon its right* At first three large columns 
were seen marchings one along the river Elster, agakist the 
village of Doelitz^ the second against the village of Wachau^ 
and the third against that of Liebertwolkwitz. These three 
columns were preceded by 200 pieces of cannon. The 
Emperor immediately made his dispositions. 

At ten o'clock the cannonade was most violent^ and at 
eleven the two armies were engaged in the villages of Dob- 
litz^ Wachau, and Liebertwolkwitz. These villages were 
attacked six or seven times ; die enemy was constantly re« 
pulsed, and covered the approaches with his dead*. Count 
Lauriston> with the fifth corps, defended the viDage on the 
left<LiebertwoIkwitz); Prince Poniatowski, with his braise 
Poles, defended the village on the right (DceUtz) ; and the 
Duke of Belluno defended Wachau. 

At Boon liie sixth attack of the enemy had bten. repulsed.; 
we were masters of the tbree villages, and had made 2,000 
prisoners. Nearly 'at the same moment, die Duke of Tarenr 
turn debouched by Holzhausen, nkarching upon an enemy's 
redoubt> which General. Charpender carried at the pasde 
.ohdrge, seizing the ardUery, and makipg some prisoners. 

The moment appeared decisive. The Emperor ordered 
the Duke of Ueggio to march upon Wachau with two divi- 
sions of the young guard. He equally directed the Duke 
of Treviso to march against Liebertwolkwitz with two 
other divisicms of the young guard, and take possession of 
an e2(tensive wood which is upon the left of the village. 
At the same time he caused to be advanced upon the centre, 
9, battery of one hundred and. fifty pieces of cannon, which 
. G^nfsral Drouet directed. The whole of those dispoaidons 
had tbat success which was expected from them. . The 
enemy's artillery went to a distance. The enemy retired, 
and the whole field of batde r^ained in our possession. .. 

It was three Q-«lock in the afternoon ; all the enemy's 
VOL. II. 2 G 
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IvQopt had bem ttignged; he bad recoiur«d to hU referv«> 
Count MehrfeMl, wbo coiBiQiiiified in chief tbe Attatrian 
reatrve, supported irith six divisions all the troops in all the 
•ttacksj and the Imperial Russian Guards, who formed 
the reserve of Uie Austrian army, aupparted (he cenire. 
The cavalry of jAe Russitti guards iind the Austrian cuinis- 
aiersy precipitated themselves, by tbeir left, upon our right; 
^ey seised upon Doslitz, and came prancing about tfie Duke 
of BdlfiDo'9 squares. The king of Naples marched with 
Latour Maubourg^s onirassieAs, and charged the enemy's 
eavalry, by the left of Wachau ; at the same time the PcKrfi 
eavalry and dragoons of the guard, commanded by General 
Letort, charged by ike right. The enemy's cavalry were 
defeated ; two ei^tire regiments remained upon the fidd of 
battle. General Letort made 300 Austrian and Rnssan 
prisoners. General Latour Mauboni^ took some hundreds 
of men of the Russian Guard. The Emperor immediately 
-ordered Curial's division of the guard to advance to support 
I^nnoe Poniatpvrski. General CSurial msrched upon die 
village of Doslitz, attacked it wilh the bayonet, carried it 
without firing a shot, and made 1 ,900 prisoners, among whom 
was the genesal-in«cluef Mdirfeldt. 

AAurs being t^us revestablished on our righ^ the enemy 
put himself in retreat, and the field of bstde ivas no longer 
^^sputed widi ns. The resenre artillery of the guards, which 
General Druot commanded, were with the tirailleurs : the 
enemy's eavalry came and obsrged diem. The artyierymen 
formed dieir pieces in a square, which they had the precaution 
to load with grape-sbot, and fired wMi somuch dexterity, that 
in an instant the enemy was repulsed. Upon these events 
the French cavaby advanced to support these batteries. 

General Maisoo, commancKng a division of the 5lh corps, 
an effieer of the greatest distinction, was wounded. General 
Intour Maubeurg, oenmanding the cavidrf, had his thigh 
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carried off by a ball. Our loss oii this day hks been 2^500 
men killed and wounded. It wiil not be eicaggeratikig to 
estimate that of tbe emmy it 25,000 men. One cannot 
too much eulogize General Lauriston and Prince Ponia* 
towski's good conduct during this day. To give the latter 
aproof ofhis satisfaction, the Emperor appointed him/ on 
the field of battle, a French Marshal, and granted a great 
number of decorations to the regiments of his corps. 

General Bertrand was at the sacme time attacked in the 
tillage of Lindenau, by G-enerals Giulay, Thielmm, and 
lachtenstein. They deployed from different parts about 60 
pieces of cannon. The combat lasted six hourS^ without the 
enemy's being able to gain an inch of ground. At five in 
the evenbgi General Bertrand decided the victory by making 
a charge with his reaerve, and not only rend^«d vaiii the 
enemy's designs, who rushed to seize upon the bridges of 
Lindenau and the suburbs of Leipsic, but even constndned 
him to evacuate his field of batde. 

Upon tbe right of the Partha, a league trom Leipsic, and 
nearly four leagues from the field of battle where the 
Emperor was, the Duke of Ragusa was engaged. By one 
of those fiiAal circumstanees which often have an influence 
over the most important affiurs, the drd corps, which was to 
support tbe Duke of Ragusii, hearing nothing on that aid^ 
at ten in the morning, and, on the contrary, hearing a terrible 
cannonade on that side where the Emperor was, thcraght 
proper to march duther, and thus lost the day in marches. 

The Duke of Ragusa abandoned to his own forces^ 
defended Leipsic, and maintained his position durmg the 
day ; but he suffered losses which were not compensated by 
those he inflicted upon the enemy, however great they were. 
Some battalions of marine artillerymen conducted themselves 
but indifferently. Generak Compans and Frederich were 
wounded. In the evening the Duke of Ragusa^ himself 
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slightly wounded, was obliged to contract his position upon 
the Partha. He was obliged to abandon in this movement 
several dismounted cannon and several waggons. 



Her Majesty the Empress has received the following inUU 

Ugence respecting the situation of the armies on the 9iAth 

of October, 18 IS. 

The battle of Wachau disconcerted aH the enemfs 
projects ; but his army was so numerous that he had still 
resources. He hastily called in, during the night, the corps 
which he had left upon his line of operations, and the divisions 
which remained upon the Saale ; and he pressed the march 
of General Bennigsen, who was coming up with 40,000 men. 

After the movement in retreat, which he made on the l6th 
in the evening, and during the night, the enemy occupied a 
fine position two leagues in the rear. It was requisite to 
employ the 17th in reconnoitring and fully determining upon 
the point of attack.— That day was besides necessary to allow 
the parks of reserve to airive^ and replace the 80,000 cannon 
balls which had been expended in the battle. The enemy 
had therefore time to re-assemble his troops which he had 
scattered, when he delivered himself up to his chimerical 
projects, and to receive the reinforcements which he 
expected. 

Having received information of the arrival of these rein- 
forcements, and knowing that the position of the enemy was 
•very strong, the Emperor resolved to draw them upon ano- 
ther ground. The 18th, at two o'clock in the morning, he 
approached Leipsic virithin two leagues, and foimed his 
army with the right at Connewitz, his centre at Probstheyde, 
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and the left at Stoetteritz; placing himself ^at the mill of 
Ta. 

The Prince of the Moskwa, on his part^ had placed his 
troops in front of the army of Silesia^ on the Partha ; the Stb 
corps at Schoenfeld, and the Sd and 7 th along the Paitha, at 
Neutsch, and at Teckla. The Duke of Padua, with Gene- 
ral Dombrowskiy guarded the position and the suburbs of 
Leipsicy on the road of Halle. At three o'clock in the 
morning, the Emperor was at the village of Lindenau, and 
ordered General Bertrand to march to Lutzen and Weissen* 
fels, to sweep the plain, and secure the debouches of the 
Saale, and the line of communication with Erfurt. The: 
light troops of the enemy dispersed, and at noon General 
Bertrand was master of Weiss/enfels, and the bridge on the 
Saale. Having thus secured his communications, the Em- 
peror waited the approach of the enemy with firmness. 
' At nine o'clock, the scouts announced that they were 
marching on all the line. At ten o'clock, the cannonade 
commenced. Prince Poniatowski and General Lesol de- 
fended the bridge of Connewitz. The King of Naples, 
with the 2d corps, was at Probstheyde, and the Duke of 
Tarentum at Holzhauzen. All the efforts of the enemy, 
during the day, against Connewitz and Probstheyde, failed. 
The Duke of Tarentum was out-flanked at Holzhauzen. 
The Emperor ordered him to take a position at the 
village of Stoetteritz: the cannonade, was terrible. . The 
Duke of Castiglione, who defended a wood in the centre, 
maintained himself there the whole of the day. The old guard 
was drawn up in reserve, on a rising ground, in four massy 
columns directed towards the four principal points of attack. 
The Duke of Reggio was sent to support Prince Ponia- 
towski ; and the Duke of Treviso to guard the debouches of 
the city of Leipsic. The principal success of the battle 
was at the village of Probstheyde : the enemy attacked it 
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four times m considerable force, and four times liiej were 
repulsed with great loss. At five o'clock in the eveniBg 
the Emperor caused the artillery of the I'eserve to advance, 
and drove back the fire of the enemy, who wididrew to the 
distance of a league from the field of battle. 

In the mean time, the army of Silesia attacked the suburb 
of Halle. AU ifs attacks, repeated a number of times, 
during the day, failed. It attempted, with the greater part 
e( its force, to pass the Partha at Scboenfeld and St. 
Teckla. Thrice it succeeded iit gaining a footmg on the 
left bank ; and thrice the Pnnce of the Moskwa repulsed 
and overthrew it at the point of the bayonet* At diree 
o'clock p. m« the victory was our's, as well on this side 
against (he army of SUesia, as en the side of the Emperor 
against the grand army. 

But at this instant the Saxon army, iqfentry, cavalry, and 
artillery, and the Wurtembeig cavalry, passed over in a body 
to the enemy. Of the Saxon army there remained oiAy 
G^eral Zeschau, the commaader4n*chief, and 500 men. 
This act of treason not only caused a vacancy in our lines^ 
but also delivered up to the enemy the important debouche 
confided to the Saxon army, who carried their infamy so 
far as instandy to turn their 40 pieces of cannon against the 
division of Durutte^ A moment of disorder succeeded; 
the enemy passed the Partha, and marched upon Reidnitz^ 
which they occupied ; they were now, therefore, only half 
a league from Leipsic. Tlie Emperor sent his horse* 
guards, commanded by General Nansouty, with 20 pieces 
of artillery, to take in flank the troops that were advancing 
along the Partha to attach Leipsic. 

He proceeded in person with a division of the guurds 
to the village of Reidnitz. The promptitude of these 
movements restored order. The village was retaken, and 
the enemy driven to a great distance. The field of battle 
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remained entirely in our power, and tbe French antty ft« 
mained victorious in the fields of Xieipstc as they had in 
those of Wachau. At night**iaU, the &re of our cannoa 
had, at all points, repulsed that of die enenvjr (o the distance 
of a league from the field of battle. The Generals of 
Division Vialand RochambeanfeU glofiously. Oar loss on 
this day may be estimated at 4000 men^ killed and woomI* 
ed ; that of the enemy must have been considerable in the 
extreme. They took no prisoners from us, and we took 
from them 600 men. 

At six in the evening, the Emperor ordered his cBapos^ 
tions. for die following day ; but at seven o'clock, Generali 
Sorbier and Dulauloy, commanding the artery of the army 
and of the guards, came to his bivouac to inform hivi of 
the expenditure of the day : 95,000 cannon balls had been 
fired. They informed him that the ammunition in reserve 
was exhausted, and that there remained only l6y000 cannov- 
halk ; that this would scarcely suffice for a cannomide of 
two hours, after which no ammuintion vrould teomin for 
ulterior ev<»Us; that the aciny had in five daysi fired up« 
wards of ^£0>000 caanon baUs, and that a frirther Buspfij 
could only be furnished at Magdeburg or Erfiirt. This 
state of things rendered necessary a prompt movement upon 
one of our two largest dep6ts. 

The Emperov decided for that of £rfUr^ liar the same 
reason which induced him to come to Leipsic^ to enable 
him toi iqp^eciate the defection of Bavaria. 

The Emperor immediately gave ordera dmk the baggig^, 
the parks, and the artillery should pass the defiles of lindn* 
nau ; be gave similar orders with respect to the caivalsy, and 
the <fifferent corps of the army; and then repaired to the 
Prussian Hotel, in the suburbs of Leipsie, where he arrived 
at nine o'clock in the evening. 

This circunAtance obliged the Fre«ehacmy to renowKe 
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the fruits of the two victories in which they had, with so 
much glory, beaten troops greatly superior in numbers, and 
the armies of the whole Continent. But this movement was 
not without difficulty. From Leipsic to lindenau there is a 
defile of two leagues, with from five to six bridges on the 
road. It was proposed to place 6,000 men and 60 pieces of 
cannon in Leipsic, which is a walled town ; to occupy that 
town as a tite de defile ; to burn its vast suburbs in order to 
prevent the enemy from effecting a lodgment therein, and to 
give full scope for our artillery on the ramparts to play* 
However odious the treason of the Saxon army was, the 
£mperor could not resolve to destroy one of the finest cities 
in Germany ; to deliver it up to the disorders of every kind 
inseparable from such a defence ; and that, too, under the 
«yes of the King, who had been pleased to accompany the 
Emperor from Dresden, and who was so sensibly afflicted 
by the conduct of his army. The Emperor chose rather 
to expose himself to the loss of a few hundred waggons, 
Aan to adopt this barbarous measure. 

At break of day, all the parks, the baggage, the whole of 
the artillery, the cavalry, the guards, and two-thirds of the 
army, had already passed the defile. The Duke of Taren- 
tum and Prince Poniatowski' were charged to hold the 
suburbs, and to defend them long enough to allow the whole 
to debouche, and then to execute, themselves, the passage 
of the defile towards eleven o'clock. At six o'clock in the 
morning the Magistrates of Leipsic sent a deputation to the 
Prince of Schwartzenberg, to beg that he would not make 
the city the scene of an action that would occasion its ruin. 
At nine o'clock die Emperor mounted his horse, entered 
Leipsic, and paid a '^isit to the King. He left this Prince 
at full liberty to do as he pleased, and not to quit his domi- 
nions, leaving them to be exposed to that seditious spirit 
which had been fomented amongst the soldiers. A Saxon 
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battalion had been formed at Dresden^ and joined the young 
guard. The £mperor caused it to be drawn up at Leipsic^ 
in front of the king's palace^ to serve him as a guards and 
protect him from the first movement of the enemy. Half 
an hour after, the Emperor repaired to I^indenau, there to 
await the evacuation of Leipsic, and to see the last troopi 
pass the bridges before putting himself in march. 

Meanwhile the enemy was speedily apprized that the 
greater part of the army had evacuated Leipsic, and that 
there remained there only a strong rear-guard. Hiey briskly 
attacked the Duke of Tarentum and Prince Poniatowski ; 
they were repeatedly repulsed ; and, in the act of defending 
the suburbs, our rear-guard effected its retreat. But (he 
Saxons that had remained in the city fired upon the troops 
from the ramparts, which obliged them to accelerate their 
retreat, and occasioned some disorder. 

The Emperor had ordered the engineers to formfougades 
under the grand bridge which is between Leipsic and Lin- 
denau, in order to blow it up at the latest moment ; and thug 
to retard the march of the enemy, and give time for our 
baggage to file off. General Dulauloy had intrusted this 
operation to Colonel Montfort This colonel instead of re* 
maining on the spot to direct it, and to give the signal, ordered 
a corporal and four sappers to blow up the bridge the instant 
the enemy should appear. The corporal, an ignorant fellow, 
and but ill comprehending the nature of the duty with which 
he was charged, upon hearing the first shot discharged from 
the ramparts of the city, set fire to the fmigades and blew 
up the bridge. A part of the army was still on the other 
side with a park of 80 pieces of artillery, and some hundreds 
of waggons. The advance of this part of the army, who 
were approaching the bridge, seeing it blow up, conceived 
it was in the power of the enemy. A cry of dismay spread 
irom rank to rank--^' The enemy are close upon rear, and 
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the bridges are d^^troyed !'' The imfortimate soldiers 
dispersed, and endeavoured to effect their escape as well as 
they could. The Duke of Tarentum swam across the 
river; Count Lauristoni less fortunate, was drowned; Prince 
Poniatowskii mounted on a sfHrited horse, darted into the 
water, and appeared no more. The Emperor was not in* 
formed of this disaster until it was too late to remedy it. 
Infaeti no remedy would have been possible. Colonel 
Montfort, and the corporal of Sappers^ have been handed 
over to a Court-martial. 

It is impossible as yet to ascertain the losses occasioned 
by this unfortunate event; but they are estimated at 12,000 
men, and sevend hundred waggons. The disorder which it 
has occadoned in the army has changed the state of affairs. 
The Fr»ch army, though victorious, is arriving at Erfurt, 
as a defeated army would have arrived there. It is impossUde 
to describe the regret which the army feels for Prince 
Poniatowski, Count Lauriston, and all the brave men who 
perished in consequ^Mse of diis fatal event.— -We have no 
accounts of General Regnier ; it is not known whether he is 
taken or killed. The profound grief of the Emperor may 
be easily conceived, who sees from inattention to his wide 
dispositions, the results of so many fatigues and labours 
completely vanishing. 

On die 19th the Emperor slept at Markranstaedt, the 
Duke of Re^o remained at lindenau. On the 20th the 
Emptor passed llie Saale at Weissenfels. On the 21st the 
army passed the Unstrut at Freyburg^ General Bertrand 
took a position upon the heights of Coesen. On the 22d 
&e Emperor slept at the village of Ollendorf. On the 2Sd 
he arrived at Erfurt. The enemy, who had been struck 
with constemati<m by the battles of the I6th and 18th, has 
from the disaster of the 19th, resumed the courage andi 
ascendency of victory. The French army, after such bril- 
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liant successes, has lost its victorious attitude. We have 
found at Erfurt provisions, ammuDitioD, clothing, all that 
the army stood in need of. The Staff will publish the reports 
of the different chiefs of the army as to the officers who 
distinguished themselves in the grand battles of Wachau and 
Leipsic. 



THE END. 
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